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THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 



CHAPTER I* 



The large and macnifioent palace of Villanow, which stainii 
on the northem banks of the Vistula, was the favourite resi- 
dence of John Sobieski, king of Poland. That monarch, aAer 
having delivered his country from innumerable enemies, res- 
cued Vienna, and subdued the Turks, used to retire to this 
jrface at certain seasons, and dispense those effects of his 
luminous and benevolent mind, which rendered his name great 
and his people happy. 

When Charles tne tweUlh of Sweden visited the tomb of 
Sobieski, at Moscow, he exclaimed, ** What a pity so great a 
man should ever die !" Ninety years afler his aeath, the spirit 
of this great man appeared to revive in the person of his des- 
cendant, Constantine Count Sobieski, who in a comparatively 
private station, as palatine of Masovia, and the friend, rather 
than the lord, of his vassals, evinced by his actions, that he 
was the inheritor of his forefather's virtue, as well as of his 
blood. 

He was the first Polish nobleman, who granted freedom to 
his peasants. He threw down their mud hovels, and built 
eomfortable idllagea. He formshed them with seed, cattle, 
and implements of husbandly ; then calling them all together, 
he laid before them the deed of their enfranchisement Before 
he signed it, he expressed his fears to some of their old men, 
of the probability that they might abuse this new liberty, and 
become licentious. 

** No," returned a grey-headed peasant,*^ when we held a 
firm grasp of no other property than the staflb which we have 
in our hands, we were destitute of all motive for a consistent 
eondoct; and not having any thing to lose, acted on ail occa- 
moos in an intemperate manner; but now that our houses and 
lands, and our cattle are absolutely our own, the fear of 
fi»&itiDg them, will be a constant restraint upon our actions.** 

The giood senae and truth of this answer were manifested 
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in the erent. On their ernaiicipatinn. they became so cheerfar 
in their circuinstnncts, aiul so cvrre- t in tlicir behaviouTf that 
the example ot'thc Palatine was si.ortly followed by Zamoiski 
the great chancellor; prince Stanislaus, the king's nephew;- 
and several of the principal nobility. 

Thus, within the bosom of his family, did this illustrioas 
man educate Thaddeus, the onl}' nialo heir of his name, to the 
exercise of every peaceful virtue, until tlie beginning of the 
year 1792, when war began to threaten the tranquillity of 
a cotmtry which smiled with content and gratitude. 

On the evening of an anniversary of the birth dav of hi* 
grandson, the Palatine rode abroad with Zamoiski, and several 
others of a party, which had been celebrating the festival with 
its presence. The Countess and Thaddeus were left alone in 
the saloon. She sighed as she gazed on her son, who stood 
at some distance, ntting to his youtliful thigh a variety of 
sabres, which his servant a little time before had laid upon the 
table. She observed with anxiety, the eagerness of his motion^ 
his flushed oheek, and the ardor that was flashing from his 
eyes. 

^Thaddeus," said she, ^lay down that sword; I wish to< 
speak with you." Thaddeus looked gaily up. " My Thad- 
deus," cried his mother, and the tears started to her eyes. 
The blush of enthusiasm faded from his face; he threw the 
sabre from him, and drew near the Countess. 

** Why my dear mother do you distress yourself? when T am 
in battle, shall I not experience my grandfather^s care ; and be 
88 much under the protection of God as at this moment. 

** Yes, my child," answered she, wiping her wet cheek, *' God 
will protect you. He is the protector of the^ orphan, and you 
are fatherless." The Countess paused, and the heart 6f 
Thaddeus drooped. "• Here my son," said she, giving him ft 
sealed packet, ^ take this : it will reveal to you who was your 
father. It is necessary that you should know the truth, and 
all the goodness of your grandfather." Thaddeus received it 
and sto^ aileat with surprise. ^ Read it, my love," continued 
she, *^ but go to your own apartment ; there you will b6 niore 
retired." 

Bewildered by the manner of the Countess, Thaddeus 
Instantly obeyed. Shutting himself within his study, he 
impatiently opened the. papers; and soon found his whole 
attention absorbed in the following recital : 

*^ You are now, my Thaddeus ! at the early age of eighteen| 
goiii£^ to engage against the enemies of your cooDtij. Ers t 
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Mbfii my gvsatert comfort, to the casaalties of war ; ere I part 
with jrou, perhaps for ever, I would inform yoQ who tout 
father really was; that father, whoM exiiitehce you baTe 
hardly known, and whose name you have never heard. Ton 
consider yourself an orphan ; your mother a widow ; but, alas 
I have now to tell you, that you are fatherless by the cruelty 
of man, not by the dispensation of heaven ■ 

*^Twen^ years ago I accompanied ray father in a tour 
throu|^ Germany into Italy. Grief for the death of my 
mother, had impaired his health, and the physicians ordered 
him to reside in a warmer climate ; aocordmgly we fixed our- 
■dves near the Arno. During several visits to Florence my 
father met, in that city, with a young Englishman of the name 
of Sackyille. These frequent meetings opened into intimacy, 
and he was invited to our house. 

^Mr. Sackville was' not only the handsomest man that I had 
Cfver beheld, but he seemed the most elegant in manners, the 
most noble in principle, and the most frank of heart. He waa 
the first man for whose society I had found so lively a preference. 
I used to smile at tliis delight which I felt, or sometimes weep, 
for the emotions that agitated me were undefinable; but they 
were enchanting, and unheedingly I gave them indul^nce. 
The hours of reciprocal sentiments and feelings whidi we 
passed together, the kind beaming of his looks, the thousand ' 
sighs tbuat he breathed, the half-uttered sentences, all conspired 
to lead me into confidence. 

^ Thus were eight months spent. For tlie last three, doubts 
and anguish had usurped the fairy reveries of an infant 
tenderness. An avertea glance, a cold answer* or careless 
demeanour, would, now plunge me into all the horrors of 
distrust. The attention of IVfr. Sa(:kville died away. From 
being the constant object of his search, he now sedulously 
•ought to avoid me. When my father withdrew to his closet he 
would take his leave and allow me to walk alone. Solitary 
and wretched were my rambles. Tui mured as I had been 
ivithin the palace of Villanow, watching the declining health 
of my mother,! had learnt nothing of the real world ; the little 
that I knew of society, bcinff drawn from books, uncorrected 
by e^wrience, taught me to believe a perfection in man, which, 
to my affliction, I have since found to be a poet^s dream. 
Whmi I came to Italy, 1 still continued averse to public com- 
pany. In this seclusion the presence of Sackyille being almost 
my only pleasure, entirely chased from my mind us usual - 
■erve, and gradually and surely, won upon the awakoMd 
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afiections of my heart. Artlera and unwarned, I knew not ih& 
n&ture of the feelings ] cheriiti>C(r, until they had gained all 
ascendency that Dienaced my life. 

^On the evenw of one of those days in which I had not 
teen this too dcur^ beloved friend, I strolled out, and hardly 
conscious of my actions, threw myself along the summit of a 
flight of steps that led down to the Arno. My head rested 
against the base of a statu e« which because of its fancied 
resemblance to me, Sackville had presented to my father. 
Every recollected kindness of his, now gave me additional 
torment ; and clinging to its pedestal, as to the altar of my 
adoration, in the bittemces of disappointment, I addressed 
myself to the insensible stone ; "• O ! were I as pale as thou art, 
and this breast as cold and still, would Sackville, when h» 
looked on me, give one si^h to the creature he has destroyedf 
My sobs followed this adjuration, and the next moment, I i^It 
myself encircled in his ari^s. I strusr^rlod, and almost fainting, 
begged to be released. He did release me, and falling on faia 
knees, implored my pardon for the misery T had endured. 
* Now Thorese," cried he, ** all is as if ou^ht to be ! you are 
my only hope. Consent to be mine else 1 shall be driven to 
madness T' His voice was hurried and incoherent. Liflinff 
my eyes to his, I beheld them wild and bloodshot. Terrifiea 
at his look, and overcome by my own emotions, my head sunk 
back on the marble. With increased violence, he exclaimed, 
** have I deceived myself here too ? Therese, did you not 
prefel: me ! Did you not love me? — Speak now I conjure you 
by your own happiness and mine. Do vou reject me?" He 
clenched my hands in his with a force tnat made me tremblo, 
and I hardly articulated, ** I will be yours.*' At these worda 
he hurried me down a dark vista, which led out of the jfardena 
to the open country. A carriage stood at the gate. I ^arfuHy 
asked what he intended. ** You have given yourself to me,* 
cried he, ** and by Iho great Lord of heaven, no power shall 
separate us until you are mine out of the reach of man!** 
Unnerved in body, and weak in mind, I yielded to his 
impetuosity ; and, suffering him to hfl me into the chariot was 
carried to the door of the nearest monastery, where, in a feW 
minutes we were married. 

** I am thus particular in the relation of every incident, in th^ 
hope that you will, my dear son, see some excuse for my great 
imprudence in the circumstance of my youth, and the influence 
wmch a man who seemed all excellence, held over every thought 
^f aij heart. Howover my fault wa« not long unpuiviaht^ 



THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 

"The ceremony past, mr hoeband condoctod me In 
back to the carriarge. My full bosom discharged itaelf in abun- 
dance of tears, wfiilst Sackville sat by me unmoved and mute. 
-Two or three times I raised my eyes in hopes of seeing in faifl 
some consolation for my hasty acquiescence. But no ; his gaae, 
▼scant and flaring, was fixed on the window ; and his brow 
acowled as ix he had bffen forced into an allianqg with one whom 
he hated, rather than had just made a voluntary eneagemont 
with the woman he loved. My heart sickened at Qiis com- 
mencement of a contract which I had dared to make, unsanc- 
tioned by my father^s consent. At length, my sighs seemed to 
startle my husband^s ear; and turning suddenly round* ^The- 
rese," cried he, ^ this marriage must not be told to the Count." 
** Why ?** murmured 1, hardljr able to speak ; ** Because I have 
been precipitate. It would ruin me with my own family. Wait 
lor only one month; and then I wiU publicly acknowledge 
yoQ." The agitation of his features, the sternness of his voice, 
and the feveri^ burning of his h;tiid, which held mine, alarmed 
me ; and trembling from head to foot, I answered, ** Sackville ! 
I have already erred enough in consenting to this stolen union. 
I will not transgress further by concealing it. I will instantly 
throw myself at my fa therms feet, and confess all." His coun- 
tenance darkened. ^ Therese,'^ said he, ^*I have not married 
you to be your slave. I am your husband. You have sworn 
to obey me, and I commandf your silence. Till I allow you, 
divu]^ this marriage at yotur peril.*' This last cruel sentence, 
and the more cruel Took that accompanied it,, pierced me to the 
heart, and I fell senseless on the seat 

** When I recovered I found myself at the foot of that statue, 
beneath which my unfortunate destiny had been fixed. My 
hosband was leaning over me. He raised me with tenderness 
from the ground ; and conjured me in the mildest accents to be 
comfortea ; to pardon the severity of those words which had 
arisen from fear, that by an imprudent avowal on my part, I 
should risk both his happiness and my own. He informed me, 
that, as he was heir to one of the first fortunes in England, he 
bad pledged his honour with his father never to enter mto any 
matrimonial engagement, without first acquainting him with 
the particulars of the lady and her family. Should he omit 
this duty, his father declared, that though she were a princess, 
be would disinherit him, and never again admit him to his 
presence. 

** Consider this, my dear Thcrese," continued he, ** could you 
midxu9 to beholdme a beggar, stigmatized with a parents cvissi 
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when a little forbearance on your vide would make aU-iighlf 
I know I have been hsBty in acting as I have done, bat now I 
cannot remedy my error. To-morrow I will write to my 'fa- 
ther, describe your rank and merits, and request his consent 
for our immediate marriage. The moment his permission 
arrives, I will cast myself on the count^s friendship and feel- 
ings, and reveal all that has passed." The tenderness of my 
husband won my affection and reason to his side ; and witn 
many tears I sealed his forgiveness, and pledged-my faith on 
his word. 

^My dear deceived parent little suspected the perfidy of 
his guest He detained him as his visitor, and oilen rallied 
hinuelf on the hold which his distinguished accomplishments 
had taken on his esteem. Sackville^ manner to me in public 
was obliging and free ; it was in private only, tliat I found the 
tender, the capricious, the unfo^ling husband. Night after 
night I have washed the memory of my want of duty to my 
&ther, with bitter tears. But my husband was dear to me, 
was more precious than my life. One kind look from him, 
one fond word, would solace every pain, and make me wait 
the arrival of his father^s letter, with all tlie gay anticipations 
of youth and love. 

** A fortnight passed away. A month, a long and lingering 
month. Another month, and a packet of letters was present- 
ed to Sackville. He was at breakfast with us. At the sight 
ef the superscription, ho coloured^ tore open the paper, rannia 
eves over a few lines, and then pale and trembling, rose from 
his seat and left the room. My emotions were almost uncon- 
trolable. I had already half risen from my chair to follow 
him, when the Count exclaimed.^ what can be in that letter.' 
he seems dreadfully shocked." And without observing me, or 
wailMig for a reply, he hurried ,out after him. I stole to my 
chamber, where, throwing myself on my bed, I tried by all the 
delusions of hope, to obtain some respite from inquietude. 
' ^The dinner beU roused me from my fluctuating reverie. 
Dreading to excite suspicion, and anxious to read in the coun- 
tenance of my husband the denunciation of our fate, I obeyed 
the summons, and descended to the dining-room- On entermg 
it, my eyes irresistibly wandered round to fix themselyes on 
Sackville. Ho was leaning against a pillar, his face pale as 
death. My father looked grave, but immediately took his 
seat, and tenderly placed his friend beside him. I sat down 
in silence. Little dinner was eaten, and few words spoken. 
Am for myaelf my agitation almost choaked me. I felt that 
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tiie fint word I shonld attempt to pronoonce, most giye then 
atterance, and that their vehemence would betray me. 

*^ When the servants withdrew, Sackville rose, and takinip 
my father's hand, said in a faulterinff voice, *■ My lord, I most 
leave yon." — **■ It is a wet evening ;'^ replied the Count, * be- 
ades yon are disturbed by the sho6k you have received. To* 
morrow will do as well for your business." — ^ I thank joxsr 
lordship,'* answered he, ^ but I must tro to Florence to-night. 
Tou shaJl see me again before to-morrow aflemoon: all will 
then, I hope, be settled to my wish." — *^ Well if you are r^ 
'Solved," said my father, ** God bless vou ! Remember we shall 
be anxious to see you agnun." — Sackville took his hat. Mo- 
tionless, and incapable of speaking, I sat fixed to my chair, in 
the direct way he must pass. His eye met mine. lie stoppied, 
and looking at me, abruptly caught my hand ; and as abruptly 
quitting it, darted out of the room. I never saw him more. 

^ I had not the power to dissemble another moment. I fisll 
back weeping into the anus of mv father. He did not, even 
by this imprudence, read what I almost wished him to ffuess; 
but with all the indulgence of affection, lamented the Avstxem 
of Sadcville, and the sensibility of my nature, which sympa* 
thized so painfully with his friend. I durst not ask what was 
the dislrest of his friend ; abashed at my duplicity to him, and 
overwhelmed with a thousand dreads, I obtained his pernai*- 
noa to retire to my chamber. 

"The next day I met him with a serene air; for I had 
Rhooled my heart to endure with greater composure the 
■ufferings which it had deserved. The Count did not remark 
my recovered tranquillity ; neither did he appear to think any 
more of mv tears; so eniirelv was he occupied in coniecturing 
what oould be the cause of Sackville's grief^ who had only 
complained of having received a great sliock. without reveal- 
ing the circumstance. This ignorance of my father surprised 
me; and to all his suppositions I said little. My soul waa 
too deeply interested in the subject, to trust to the laithfulnese 
of my lips. 

<* The morning crept slowly on, and the noon appeared to 
■land still. I anxiously watched the declining sun, as the 
mptaX for my husband's return. Two hours had elapsed sinfle 
his promised time, and my father grew so impatient tha he 
went out with a view to meet him. I eagerly noped that they 
might miss each other. I should then see my Sackville a few 
minutes alone, and by one word be comforted or driyen to 
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" I was lifltening to every footstep that sounded under Cha 
oolonade, when my servant brougrht ine a letter, which had 
just been leil by one of Mr. Sackville^s grooms. '^Ah!" 
thought I, **thi8 wiil relieve or confirm my fearo! Heavea 
grant that his father may have consented !" I tore open the 
seal and fell senseless on the floor, ere I had read half the 
killing contents — ." 

Thaddeus with a burning cheek, and a heart all at once 
robbed of that elastic spring, which till now had ever made 
him feel the happiest oi the happy, took up the letter of his 
father. The paper was worn, and blistered with his mother^s 
tears. His head seemed to swim, as he contemplated the 
hand-writing and ho said to himself, ^^Am I to respect or 
to abhor him?" He proceeded in the perusal. 

^To Therese, Countess Sobieskj. - 

^How, Therese, am I to address you? But an attempt at 
palliating my conduct, will be of no use. It is impossible, 
zoa cannot conceive a viler opinion of me than I hold of my- 
self. I know that I deserve to be called a villain ; tliat I have 
sacrificed your tenderness to my distracted passions. But yoa 
shall no more be subject to the caprices of a man who cannot 
repay your love with his own. You have no guilt to torture 
you ; and you possess virtues that will render you tranquil 
under every calamity. I leave you to your own innooence : 
forget the ceremony that has passed between us ; my wretched 
heart disclaims it forever. Your father is happily ignorant of 
it; pray spare him the anguish of knowing that I was so 
completely unworthy of his\indness ! I feel that I am more 
than ungrateful to you, and to him. Therese your most 
inveterate hate cannot more strongly tell me, than 1 tell myseli^ 
that I have treated you like a scoundrel. But I cannot retract. 
I am going where all search will be vain ; and I now bid you 
an eternal farewdl. May you be happier than ever I can bet 
*^Florenee. **R. S— .»> 

Thaddeus went on with his mother^s narrative. 

*^When my senses returned, I was on the ground, holding 
the half perused paper in my hand Grief and horror hai 
locked up the avenues of complaint and I sat as one petrified 
to stone. My fatlier entered. At the sight of me, he Btarte4 
as if he had seen a spectre. His well known features, opene4| 
9t once thy agonized heart. With fearful cries, I cast mysotf 
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•i hb &0t, and patting the letter into his hand, don^ almoit 
cofiiring, to his knoes. 

*^ When he had read it, he fliui^ it from him, and dropping 
into a chair, covered his fiice with hia handa I lookea up 
implorin^y, for I could not speak. My father stooped for* 
ward and raising me in his armsi pressed me to his bosom. 
''My Therese,'* said he, ** it is I who haye done this. Had I 
not harboured this villain, he never could have had an oppor- 
tunity of ruixunff the peace of my child." In return for the 
unexampled incmlgenoe of this speech, I promised to forget a 
man, who could have so little respect for gratitude, or his own 
honour. The Count replied, that he expected such a lesc^- 
fion in consequence of the principles he had taught me ; and 
toahow me how far dearer to him was my real tranqiulUty, 
flian any false idea of impossible restitution, he would not re- 
move even firom one principaliw to another, were he sure by 
that means to discover Mr. Sackville and avenge himselil 
My understanding assented to the justice of all his reasoning, 
but long and severe were the struggles, before I could erase 
from my soul, the image of that being, who had been the lord 
of aU its joys and sorrows. 

**It was not till you, my dear Thaddeus, were bom, that I 
could repay the goodness of my father with the smiles of 
cheerfulness. I christened you Thaddeus Constantino, after 
himself^ and his best loved friend Kosciusko. He would not 
permit me to give you any name, which could remind him or 
myself of the cruel parent who ^ave you being ; and on our 
return to Poland, the story which ne related when questioned 
about my apparently forlorn state, was simply this, **My 
daughter was married and widowed in the course of two 
months. Since then, to root from her memory, as much as 
possible, all recollection of a husband who was only given to 
be taken away, she still retains my name ; and hjer son as my 
sole heir, shall wear no other." This reply satisfied eveiy one: 
the kin^ who was my father's only confidant, gave his sanc- 
tion to it, and no further inquiries were ever started. 

^Tou are now, my beloved child, entering on the eventful 
career of life. God knows when the venerable head of your 
grand&ther is laid in dust, and I, too, shut my eyes upon you 
m aver, where destiny may send you ! perhaps to the countij') 
tkf ^Qur father. Should you ever meet him — but that is 
Qnlikely ; so, I will be silent on a subject which eighteen yean 
of reflection, have not yet deprived of its sting. 

"Hot to embitter the fresh spring of your youth, my Thad* 



\% THADDEU8 OF WARSAW.. 

.1 

dens, with the draught that has poisoned mme ; not to ij)npl«at 
in yoar breast, hatr^ of a parent you may never behold,.nar^ 
I written this : but to inibrm you in fact from whom yoQ 
sprung. My history is made plain to you, that no unexpected 
events may hereafter perplex your opinion of ]^our mother; 
or cause a blush to rise on that cheek for her, which from yoiiir 
grand-father can derive no stedn. For iiis sake as well as for 
mine; whether in peace or in war, may the angeb of heaveii 
guard my boy ! This is the everlastmg prayer of thy fond 
mother, ** Tberksb Sobibskx; 

» Fittanow, March, 1792.* 

When he had finished, Thaddeus held the papers in his hand ; 
and unable to recover from the shock which ne had received 
by their contents, he read them a second time to the end ; 
tnen laying them on the table, against which he rested his now 
ftching head, he gave vent to the fulness of his heart. 

The Countess, anxious for the effect her history might have 
on her son, at this instant entered the room. Seeing him in 
00 dejected an attitude, she approached him, and presang him 
to her bosom, mingled her tears with his. Thaddeus, ashamed 
of his emotions, yet incapable of dissembling them, struggled' 
a few moments to release himself from her arms. The Coun- 
tess mistaking his motive, said in a melancholy voicC) *^ And 
do you, my son, despiseyour mother for the weakness which she 
has revealed ? Is this the reception that I expected from a chiM 
on whose affection I reposed my confidence and my comfort?^^ 

•'No, my mother,'' replied Thaddeus, " it is your afflictions 
which have discomposed me. This is the first unhap):^y'hottr 
that I ever endured, and can you wonder that I snould N 
affected ? Oh ! 'mother, continued he« taying his hand on latf 
father's letter, ** whatever were his rank, ^ad my father beeki 
but noble in mind, I would have gloried in bearing his name; 
bat now I put op my prayers never to hear it more." 

''Forget him,^ cned the countess, hiding her eyes with her 
handkerchief. 

•*! will," answered Thaddeus, '•and allow my memory to' 
dwell only on the virtues of my mother." 

It was unpossible for the Countess or her son, to conceal 
their agitation from the palatine, who now opened the door* 
On his expressing alarm at a sight so unusual, his daughter^' 
finding herself incapable of speaking, put into his hand the 
lettef whidi Thaddeus had just read. Sobieski cast his eyo 
•T«r Ihe fint lines: he umnediately comprehmded tlw 
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foDdency* snd seeing that the CounteM luid withdrawn loQ\a4 
towards his grandson. Thaddeus was walking up and down 
the room striving to command himself for the converaation 
which he anticipated with his grand- father. 

*^ I am sorry, Thaddeus,'^ said Sobieski, ^ that jroor mother 
has so abruptly imparted to you the real name and character 
of ^our father. I see that his villainy has distressed a heait| 
which I have sought to make alive' to tlie slightest dishonour. 
But be consoled, my dear bo^, I have prevented the publidtr 
of his conduct, by an ambiguous story of your mother'ii 
widowhood, i declared to the world, that you were not only 
the son of my daughter, but should be the sole heir to my 
estates and name. Notwithstanding ihis arrangement, she 
judged it proper that you ought not to enter general society, 
without having first been made acquainted with the true events 
of your birth. I believe my daughter is ri^ht. But cheer 
yourself^ my child, now tliat all is past Tou will embitter the 
remainder of my days, if you suner the vice9 of a worthies 
man to prey upon your Mind." 

*^No my lord^** answered his grandson, *^you have been more 
th.'tn a parent to me ; and henceforward, for your sake, as well 
as my own, I shall hold it my duty, to forget that I drew my 
being from any other source than the house of Sobieski." 

** You are right" cried the palatine with an exulting emo- 
tion, **you have the spirit of your ancestors; and I yet shall 
five to see you add gloiy to the name !" 

The beaming eves and smiling lips of the young count|[ 
declared that he had shaken sorrow from his heart His 
grand-father squeezed his hand with delight ; and saw in hiff 
recovered seremty the sure promise of liis fond prophecy* 
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Tbb fearful day arrived, when Sobieski and his grand-Mil 
were to bid adieu to Villanow and its peaceful scenes. 

** The we41-poised mind of the veteran, bade his daughter 
&rewel], with a fortitude which imparted some of its strength 
even to her. But when Thaddeus, ready habited for his jour-; 
ney, entered the room, at the sight of his military aocoutrementi 
she shuddered: and when with a glowing countenance, h« 
advanoed nniling through his tears towards nw, she dajs^iadbini 
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mher urmB, and rivetted her lips to that face whose Tflfy lonll* 
new added to her afTection. She gazed at him, she wept on hit 
neck, die pressed him to her bosom. ** Oh ! how soon maj aU 
that beauty be mingled with the dust? how soon may that warm 
heart, which then beat against herX be pierced by the sword ! bo 
laid on the ground, mangled and bleeding, exposed^ and tramp- 
led on. These thoughts thronged upon ber soul, and deprived 
her of sense. She was carried away lifeless by her maids ; whilst 
the palatine, almost by force, compelled Tbaddeus to quit tha 
q>ot 

It was not until the lofty battlements of Villanow blended 
with the clouds, that Thadoeus could throw off his melancholy. 
The parting agony of his mother hung on his spirits; and 
heayy and irequent were his sighs, as he gazed on the nissel 
cottages and fertile fields, which reminded nim that he was yet 
passing through the territories of his grandfather.^ The pictu- 
resque mill or Mariemont was the last spot on which his si^ht 
lingered. The ivy that mantled over its sides, sparkled with 
tiie brigl^tness of a shower that had just fallen ; and the rays of 
a setting sun gleamed on its shattered wall, made it an object 
of puch romantic beauty, as well as interest, that he could not 
help pointing it out to his fellow travellers. 

whilst the eyes of general Butzou, who was in the carriage, 
followed the direction of Thaddeus, the palatine observed m 
heightening animation of his features, with that philantropl^ 
which expands the heart of a good man ; and recollecting at 
the same time the feelings he himself enjoyed, when he visited 
that place one and twenty years ago, he put his hand on the 
shoulder of Butzou, and said, ** general, did you ever relate to 
my boy the particulars of that mill ?" 

"No, my lord.'' 

**I suppose," continued the palatine, ''the same reason 
deterred you from speaking of it uncalled for, as lessened my 
wish to tell the story ; we are both too much the heroes of the 
tale, to have volunteered the recital." 

** Do you mean, my lord," asked Thaddeus,** the rescue of 
our king from this place ?" 

«Ido.» 
. . ** I have a very indistinct knowledge of the afiair : I remember 
it was told me many years since, but I have nearly forgotten it ; 
and can onl^ account for my apparent insensibility m never 
having inquired any further, to the happy thoughtlessness jn 
which you have hitherto permitted me to live." 

^ But," said the palatine, whose only object was to draw 
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giuidion from saddening reflections; ^What will you My to 
my turning egotist ?*' 

•*! now ask the story of you;" returned Thaddeus, smUing; 
** besides, as soldiers are permitted by the fire side ^ioJipU 
Ouix baUles o^cr again ;"* your modesty, grandfather, cannot 
Tiolently object to repeat it to me here, on the way to more.'* 

** As a preliminary," said the palatine, ^ to relate our histoiy 
IB form, I must suppose that it is unnecessary to tell you that 
general Butzou was the brave soldier, who, at the immiaant 
risk of his own life sayed that of our sovereign?" 

•^Of course, I know that," replied the young count, "and 
that you, too, had a share in it; for when I was yesterday 
presented to his majesty, amon^ other things which he spoke 
o^ he told me that he believed under heaven, he owed his 
present existence to general But2ou, and jrourself " 

**So yerj little to me," resumed Sobieski, ^ that I will to th« 
best of my recollection, repeat every circumstance of the affair. 
Should I err, I must beg of you generali" turning to fiutzou, 
** to put me right!" 

Butzou, with the glow of honest exultation still painting' 
his face, nodded assent ; and Thaddeus, bowing to his granf 
fiither in sign of his attention, the palatine began. 

'^It was on Sunday night, the third of September, in the 
Tear 1771, that this event took place. At that time, instigated 
oy the courts of Vienna and Constantinople, the confeoerate 
lords of Poland were laying waste their country from one end 
to the other, and perpetrating all kinds of outrage on the 
loyal inhabitants. 

^ ** Among their numerous crimes, a plan was laid for surpri- 
ang and taking the king's person. Pulaski was one of the 
most daring of^these rebels ; and assisted by Lukawski, Stra- 
wenaki, Kosinskli three Poles of distinction, he meditated at 
■joy rato to accomplish his death. Accordingly, the three 
latter, in obedienoe to his orders, with forty other conspirators, 
met at Czetscbokow^ and in the presence of their commander, 
swore with the most horrid oaths, to deliver Stanislaus alive or 
dead into their hands. ^ 

**About a month afler this meeting, these noblemen, at the 
iiead of a band of assassins, disguised themselves as peastnts; 
and concealing their arms in wagons of hay, which they 
drove before them, they entered Warsaw unsuspected. 

'*It was ten o'clock, on the third of September, as I have told 
you, that they found an opportunity of executing their scheme* 
Tbej placed themselves, under tlie cover of the night, in Ihoaia 
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avenaes of the city, through which they knew bis majes^ 
must pass in bis way from Villanow, where be bad been duiing^ 
with me. His carriage was escorted by four of his own 
attendants, myself, and twelve of my guards. We had scarcely 
lost sigbt of Villanow, when the conspiratons rushed out and' 
surrounded us, commanding the coachman to stop, and beating 
down the men with the butt end of tbeir muskets. Seveniu 
shot were fired into the coach. One passed tlirough my hat 
as I was getting out, sword in hand, the better to repel an 
attack, the motive of which I could not divine. A cut across 
mv right leg with a sabre, soon laid me under the wheels ; and, 
whilst I lay tbere, I heard tlie shot pouring into the coach like 
hail, and felt the villains stepping over niiy body to finish the 
murder of the king . 

^ It was then that our friend Butzou (who at that period was 
a private in my service) stood between his sovereififn and the 
reoels. In one instant he received several balls mrough his 
limbs, and a thrust from a bayonet in his breast, which cast him 
weltering in his blood upon me. By this time, all the persora 
who had formed the escort, were either wounded or dispersed. . 
Being now secure of their prey, one of the assasKins opened the 
carriage door, and with shockmg imprecations, seizing the kin^ 
by the hair cried, " Tyrant, we have thee now ; thy hour is 
come!*' and discharging his pistol so near his majesty *s face, 
that he felt the heat of the flash. A second villain cut him on 
the forehead with his sword ; whilst a third, who was on horse* 
ba<^, laying hold of his collar, between himfielf and another, at' 
full galfop, dragged him along the ground, through the suburbs 
of the dty. 

^During the latter part of this outrageous scene, some of 
our frightened people returned with a detachment, and seeing 
Butzou and me almost lifeleffi*, carried ns to the royal palace, 
where all was commotion and alarm. The foot-guards imme- 
diately followed the track that the conspirators had seemed 
to take. In one of the streets they found the kinsr's hat dyed 
in blood, and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holes.' 
This confirmed their apprehensions of his death; atid they 
came back filling all Warsaw with dismay. 

•*The assassins meanwhile got clear of the town. — Findiuff, 
however, that the king by loss of blood, weakness, and wounds 
in his feet, was not likely to exist much longer in their manner 
of dragging him towards their employer, they set him on a 
bone, and redoubled their speed. When they came to the 
iDOtt which florrounda Warsaw, they compelled him to leap 
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it. Ill the attempt his beast fell twice ; and, at the Mcond 
ftll, broke its le^ : they then compelled him. faiotinff as he 
was with pain, to mount another and spur it over. The con- 
■piratoiB had no sooner passed the dUcn, than they threw hit 
najesty down, and held him there, till Lukawski tore from his 
neck the ribbon of the black eajQrle, and its diamond cross* 
Lakawaki was so foolishly sure othis prisoner, thai he quitted 
his char^re, and repaired with his spoils to Pulaski, meaning to 
diow them as an incontestible proof of his success. Many 
«f the other plunderers, concludiiur thai they could not do bet- 
ter than firilow his example, flod also, and left only seren of 
the party, with Koeinski at their head, to remain over the 
ufbrtanate Stanislaus. 

** The ni|rht was now grown so dark, that they could not be 
snre of their way ; and their hones stumbling at every step 
ever stumps of trees and hollows in the earth, incroasea their 
apprehensions to such a degree, that they obliged the king 
to keep up with them on fi>ot ; he literally manied his path 
with hie blood, his shoes having been torn off in the struggle 
at the carriage. Thus they continued, wandering backwards 
and forwards around the outskirts of Warsaw, without anj 
exact knowledge of their situation. The men who guarded 
Imn, at last became so much afraid of their prisoner taking 
advantage of these circumstances to escape, that thev re- 

EHitedly called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to ^(eath. 
oeinski refused; but their demands growing more violent 
and imperious as they found that the intricacies of the forest 
had involved them completely, the king expected every 
mortient to receive the points ofiheir bayonets in his breast. 

^ When I recovered from my swoon, and my leg was bound 
np, I felt myself able to stir; and questioning the officers that 
stood about my couch, I found that a general panic had seized 
them. They knew not how to proceed ; they shuddered at 
leaving the king at the mercv of the confederates; and yet 
were fearful by pursuing them &rther, to incense them, throng 
terror and revenge, to massacre their prisoner if he were stUl 
•live. I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Anxious, 
it any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, though 
I could not ride myself, I strenuously advised an immediate 
pursuit on horseback ; and that neitner darkness nor danger 
dioald be permitted to impede their course. A little spirit on 
the ade oi the nobles, soon brought back hope and animation 
to the terrified soldiers; and my orders were instantly obeyed. 
But I must add, almost as instantly disappointed : Fox» in 
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ten than half* an hoar they returned in despair, showing 
fai« majesty's coat, which they had found in the foMe. -I 
suppose the ruffians tore it off when they rifled him. It was 
rent in several places, and so wet with blood, that the officer 
who presented it to me, declared it as his opimon, that they 
had murdered the king there, and bad drawn away the body^ 
for by the lifht of the torches he could trace drops of blood to 
a considerate distance. 

' ^ Whilst I was again attempting to combat this new 
evidence of his majesty beiuff beyond the reach of sucoour or 
of insult, he was driven before the seven conspirators so fii^ 
into the wood of Bielany, that unknowing whither they went» 
they came up with one of the guard-houses and to tbeiy 
extreme terror were accosted by a patrole. Four of the 
banditti immediately disappeared, leaving only two with 
Kosinski; who mucn alarmed, forced his prisoner to walk 
faster, and keep a profound stillness. Notwithstandmg all 
this precaution, scarce a quarter of an hour after, they were 
ehalienged by a second watch ; and the other two men now 
taking to flight, left Kosinski full of dismay alone with the 
king. His majesty, sinking with pain and fatigue, beseeched 
permission to rest for a moment : Kosinski refused, and point* 
ms his sword towards his breast, compelled him to proceed* 
The king obeyed in silence. 

^ As they walked on, the unfortunate Stanislaus, hardly able 
to drag one limb afler the other, observed that his conductor 
seemed to for^t his vigilance, till he appeared at last thoroughly 
given up to thought. He took courage at this; and conceiving 
some hope from the manner in which he was agitated, he 
ventured to say, ^ 1 see, that you know not how to proceed. 
You cannot but be aware that the enterprise you are engaged 
hi, end how it will, is full of peril to you. Successful conspi- 
rators are always jealous of each other: Pulaski will find it aM 
easy to rid himself of your life, as to take mine. Avoid this 
danger ; and I will promise you none on my account. Sufier 
mo to enter the convent of Mielany : we cannot be far from it^ 
and then do you provide for your safety." Kosinski, rendered 
desperate . by the circumstances in which he Was involved: 
replied, **No ; I have sworn ! and I would rather sacrifice xa^ 
life than my honor-" 

^'Tho king had neither strength not* spirits to make any 
answer. They continued to break their way through the 
underwood, till they arrived dose to Mariemont. Here Qthm^ 
sdaosi unaUe to atir another step, fell back against a treei and 
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•gain imj^ored for one moonenrs rest, to recover toiM power 
to more. Kosinski now cooaented. Thia unexpected huroaai* 
ty gave his majesty courage to employ the minutes duhng 
which they sat together, in another attempt to soften his 
hearti and to convmce him that the oath he had taken waa atro* 
cioQS and by no means binding to a brave and virtuous man. 

** Kosinski heard him with attention, and exhibited strong 
symptoms of being affected. *^But^'^ said he, ^if 1 shoaUt 
tasent to what you propose, and re-conduct you back to War* 
•aw, what will be the consequence to me M shall be taken 
and executed." — **^ I give you my word,*' answered the king, 
"^that yoa shall not suffer any mjury. But if you doubt my 
liooor, escape while you can* I shall find my way to some 
l^ace of shelter, and will direct your pursuers to take the 
op[Maite road to that which you may choose." Kosinski 
entirely overcome, threw himself on his knees before his 
majesty ; and, imploring pardon for what he had done, swore, 
that from this hour he would defend his king against all con^ 
spirators, and would trust confidently on his word, for future 
preservation. Stanislaus repeated his promisc^of forgiveneoi 
and protection; and directing him to seek refuge tor them 
both, in the mill near which they were discoursing, Kosinski 
obeyed, and knocked, but no one gave answer. He then broke 
a pane of glass in the window, and through it begged succour 
for a nobleman who had been waylaid hy robbers. The 
miller refused to come out or let him in ; telling them it was 
his beUef they were robbers themselves, and if they did not go 
away he would fire upon thorn. 

*^ This dispute had continued for near an hour, when the 
king contrived to crawl up close to the window, and said *^ My 
good friend, if we were banditti, as you suppose, it would m 
OS easy for us, without this parley, to break into your house, 
as to break this pane of 'gloss; and therefore if you would 
not incur the shame of suSerin^ a fellow-creature to pmish 
for want of assistance, let us m." This argument had its 
weight with the man, and opening the door he admitted them. 
Afler some trouble, his majesty procured pen and ink, and 
immediately addressed a few lines to me at the palace; 
with more difficulty he prevailed on one of the miller's sons to 
earry it; so fearful were they of falling in with any of the 
troopwhom they understood had plundered their guests. 

** Xhe joy I experienced at the sight of this note, Icannot de- 
■rribe. i well remember the contents ; they were literally these: 

* Sly tile miraculous hand of Providenee, i am escaped fien 
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die hands of assassins. I am now at the mill of MarieiMttl. 
Send as soon as possible, and take me away. I am wounded 
bat not dangcrrously." 

^^Re^rdless of niy conditicm, I instantly got into a carriage, 
and foUowed by a detachment of hone arrived at the mill. I 
met Kosinski at the dour, keeping guard witli his sword drawn. 
As he knew my person, he admitted me directly. The king 
had fallen asleep, and lay In one comer of the hovel, on the 
ground, covered with the miller's cloak. To see the most 
virtuous monarch in the world, thus abused by his ungrateful 
subjects pierced me to the heart ; and kneelini^ down by his 
«de, i took hold of his hand, and in a paroxysm of tears, 
which I am not ashamed to confess, 1 exclaimed, ^' 1 thank 
Almighty God that I again see my sovereign alive !** It Is 
not easy to say, how these words struck tlie simple family 
with amazement. They instantly dropped on their knees 
before the king, whom my voice had awakened, and beseeched 
his pardon fur all their ill manners. 1 he good Stanislaus soon 
i)uieted their fears; and graciously Uianking them for their 
kindness, told the miller to come to the palace the next day, 
when he would show him his gratitude in a better way than 
by promises. 

*^Five minutes afterwards, the officers of the detachment 
assisted his majesty and myself into the carriage ; and, accom- 
panied by Kosinski, we reached Warsaw aoout six in the 
momhg. 

** Yes," interropted Butzou," I remember the joy I felt when 
the news was brouc^ht to me, in my bed, that 1 had not in vain 
received the woun£ intended for my Sovereign ; and besides, 
his majesty visited his poor soldier in his chamber. Do yov 
recollect my lord, how ne was brought into my room in a chair 
between two men P and how he tlianked me, and shook hands 
with me ? It made me like a child.'' 

* But," inquired Thaddeus, hardly recovering from the deep 
attention with which he had listened to this recital; **what 
became of Kosinski? I suppose the king kept his word." 

^ He did indeed, replied Sobicski ;'* ^' his word is at all times 
sacred. Yet I believe Kosinski had his fears that he would not 
be so generous ; for I perceived him look anxious, and ch&nge 
colour very often, whilst he was in the coach. However 
be was soon tranquilized by his majesty's manner, who 
when he alighted at the palace in the midst of the joyous 
cries of the 'people, shouting, ** The king is alive !" leaned 
Upon his aim, in preference to mine, and presented falm 
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to the populace as his preserver. The great S'ate wan ordered 
to be ied open ; and never, whilst I live, shall I again behold 
siich a scene ! everjr soul in Warsaw, frotn the highest to the 
lowest, came running to catch a glinnpse of their rescued 
sovereign.; seeing the doors free, tnej entered without cere- 
mony, and thronged forward in crowds, to sei near enough to 
kiss his hand, or to touch his clothes , then eiated with joy, they 
turned to Kosinski, and loaded him with demonstrations of 
^titude, calling him the * Saviour of their good king.* Ko- 
smski bore all this with surprising firmness; but in a day or 
two, when the facts of the business became known, he felt 
that he might meet with different treatment from the people, 
and therefore petitioned his majesty for leave to depart. 
Stanislaus consented, and he retired to Semigallia in the papal 
territories, where he now Uves on a very handsome pensioo 
from the king." 

**For me,'*^said the ffcncral, "you see how he has rewarded 
me for that which had I left undone, I should deserve to be 
■hot. He put it at my option, to become what I pleased about 
his person, or hold what rank I liked in the army. Attached 
as I have ever been to your family, under which all my 
ancestors have lived and fought, I vowed in my own mind 
never to quit it ; and accordingly only begged permission of 
my sovereign to remain with the count Sobieski. I did re- 
main; but see," cried he with his voice fat^ltering, ** what their 
have made of me ! I command those troops, amono^ whom it 
was once my greatest glory to be only a private solaier." 

Thaddeus pressed the hand of the veteran between both his, 
and regarded him with respect and af!ection, whilst the grate- 
ful old man wiped off a tear that was trickling down his face. 

" How happy ought' it to make you, my son," observed 
Sobieski, ** that you are called out to support such a sovereign? 
He is not merely a king whom you follow to battle, because 
he will lead you to honor: the hearts of his people feel him in 
a different light ; they look on him as their friend ; as a being 
delegated by God, to study what is their greatest good, then 
to bestow it, and when it is attacked to defend it To preserve 
the life of suoh a sovereign, who is there that would not 
ncrifice his own." 

** Yes," .cried Butzou : **and how ought we to abhor those 
who threaten his life ! how ought we to estimate those crowned 
heads, who under the mask of amity, have from the year 
•izty-fbur when he ascended the throne, till now, been plotting 
Ilia death \ That calamity, Oh Heaven, avert ! Happen when 
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it may, it will, I fear, be a prelude to the certain nun of out 
country !" 

^Not 8o," interrupted Thaddeus, with eamestnefls: *^not 
whilst a Polander has power to lift an arm shall it be quite 
lost." 

Butzou applauded his spirit, and warmly seconded the 

ealatine, who never weary of infusing into every emotion of 
is grandson an interest for his couiitry, pursued the discourse, 
and dwelt minutely on the happy tendency of the glorious con- 
stitution of ninety-one, in defence of which they were now 
going to hazard their lives. As Sobieski pointed out its seve- 
ral excellenciesvand described the pure spirit of freedom which 
animated its laws, the feelings of Thaddeus followed his elo- 
quence ; with the restraintless fervor of yituth he branded the 
names of Catharine and the faithless Frederick, with some of 
those epithets, which posterity will not fail to ratify. During 
these conversations, Thaddeus forgot hisr^^ts; and the 
third day they put themselves at the head oftheir men, and 
commenced a regular march. 



CHAPTER ni. 

The little army of the palatine passed by the battlements 
of Chelm, crossed the Bog into Volhinia, and impatiently 
counted the leagues over those vast plains, till it reached the 
borders of Kiovia. 

V9hen the column, at the head of which Thaddeus waa 
stationed, descended the heights of Lininy and the broad camp 
of his countrymen burst on his sight, he felt his heart sweu 
with an emotion quite new to him, he beheld with admiration 
the regular disposition of the entrenchments, the long inter* 
•ected streets, and the warlike appearance of the soldiers, 
whom he could descry, even at that distance, by the beams of 
a bright evening sun which shone on their arms. 

Innalf an hour his troops descended into the plain, where, 
meeting those of the palatine and the general, the three 
columns again united, and Thaddeus joined Iiis grandfather 
In the van* 

**My lord,** cried he, as they met, **can I b?hoI4 snoh t 
fight, and despair of the freedom of Poland ^ 

Sobieski made no reply ; but giving one of those ezpreniTO 
kN)J(9i which immediiitely make their way to the eottlt M oono* 
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nanded the troops to adrance with great speed. In a fvw 
moments they reached the outworks otthe camp, and entered 
the lines. Ttie eager eye of Thaddeus wandered from objeet 
to object. Thrilling with that delight with which youth 
beholds wonders, and anticipates more, he stopped witn the 
rest of the party before a tent which General Butzou informed 
him, belonged to the commander-in-chief. They were met in 
the vestibule, by a hussar officer of, a most commanding 
appearance. Sobieski and he having accosted each othet 
with mutual congratulations, the Palatine turned round to 
Thaddeus, took him by the hand, presented him to his ftiendi 
and said with a smile, 

*^ Hero, my dear Koduszko, this young man is my grandson ; 
he is called Thaddeus; and I trust he will neither disgrace 
your name nor mine." 

KoBciusiko embraced the young count, and with a heai^ 
pressure of the hand, replied : ** if vou resemble your jprand- 
mther, Thaddeus, you Will remember, that the only kmg of 
Poland who equalled Stanislaus, was a Sobieski ; and as b** 
comes his descendant, you will not spare your best blood in 
the service of your country." 

As Kosciuszko finished speaking, the aid-de-camp cam« 
forward to lead the party into the room of audience. Prince 
Poniatowski welcomed the palatine and his suite* with the 
most lively expressions of pleasure. He gave Thaddeus, 
whose figure and manner instantly channed him, many flattei^ 
ing assurances of friendship; and promised that he would 
appoint him to the first post of honour which should ofier 
After detaining him half an hour, on the object of their maidv 
his liighness withdrew, and they rejoined KosciunEko, who 
conducted them to quarters where the Masovian soldiers had 
already pitched their tents. 

The officers who supped with Sobieski, left him at an eariy 
hour, that he mi?bt retire to rest; but Thaddeus neither felt 
able nor inclined to benefit by their consideration. He laid 
himself down on the bed, shut his eyes, and tried to sleep ; bat 
it was all in vain ; in vain he turned from side to side, in vain 
he attempted to restrict his thoughts to one thing at once : 
his imagmation was roused by anticipating the scales in which 
he was to become an actor, and he found it impossible even 
to lie stilL His spirits being quite awake, he determined to 

■e, and walk himself drowsy. 

Seeing bis grandfather sound asleep, he got up and drewed 
" quickly; then stealing gently from the maiqoee» be 
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gave the word ia a low whisper to the guard at the doofSi 
and proceeded down the liuee. The pitying moon soemed to 
ilaaa in the heavens, watching the awakening of those heroes, 
i^io tl^ie next day might sleep to rise no more. At another 
time and in another mood, sucn might hfi.ye been his refloctionsi; 
but BOW be pursued his walk with far different thoughts; no 
•epaation but those .of joy moved Iiis breast. He felt what he 
Hiw only^-the light of that beautiful planet, trailing its long 
itream of glpry across the entrenchments; and a solitary 
candle Ykom and there, gleaming through the curtained 
entrance of the tents, and showing that their inmates, were 
probably longing with the same anxiety as himself for the 
morninff's dawn. 

Tha&eiis walked slowly on: sometimes pausing at tho 
/onely footfall of the sentinel : or answering with a start, to 
the sadden challenge of the patrole; then lingering at the 
door of some of the canvass dwellings, he offered up a prayer 
for the brave inhabitant, who quitted the endearments of 
home, to expose his life, and stand on this spot, a bulwark of 
hborty. Thaddeus knew not what it was to be a soldier from 
profession ; he had no idea of making war a trade, by which 
a man is at any rate to acquire subsistence and wealth ; he 
had but one motive for appearing in the field, and one for 
leaving it. The first energy of nis mind, was a desire to 
assert the rights of his country. It had been inculcated into 
htm from an infant ; it had been the subject of his morning 
thoughts and night dreams ; it was now the pasdon whi^ 
beat m every aKery of his heart : yet, he knew no honour in 
slaughter; nis ^lory lay in the defence; and when that was 
afecomplished, his sword should return to its scabbard unstained 
by the blood of a vanquislied or an invaded people. On these 
principles he was at this hour full of enthusiasm, a glow of 
triuBiph flitted over his cheek, for he had lefl the indulgences 
of his mother's palace, had lefl her raatomal arms to take 
upon him the toils of war, and risk an existence just blown 
into enjoyment. He felt a proud satisfaction, as this passed in 
liis n&ind ; and with all that animation which an inexperienced 
and raised fancy imparts to that age when boyhood breaks 
into man, his soul grasped at every show of creation with tiie 
:Confid«Bce of belief: prestdng the sabre which he held in his 
'hand, to his lips, he half uttered, ^^ iNever will I suffer this 
■word to leave my arm, but at the command of mercy ; Qit 
"^ "death shall aeprive my nerves of their strength. 

the hills that bound the eastern hpDiQB 
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tfWianm, bflfon Thaddeoi found that hii pdi«0 vm wtt 
with dewt and that ha ought to return to hia tent. Ha had 
hardly laid hia hoad upon hia pillow, and ^hdLoi hU ten§e8 
mfbtjeeifiibuit^^ when he waa disturbed bj a confused noiae, 
and tfie drum beating to anna. He opened hia ejrea; seeing 
that Sobieaki waa out of bed, he sprung from his own, and 
aaked what was the matter? 

** Only follow me directly," answered his grand-fiither, aa he 
quitted the tent. 

Whilst Thaddeus was putting on his dothes, and buckling 
on his arms, with a tremblinc eagemebs that almost defeated 
hia haste, an aid-de-camp of me prince's entered. He informed 
him that an adTance guard of the Russians, about three 
hundred piquets, had attacked one of the Polish outposts, to 
which lieutenant Lomza had been commanded the evening 
befiwe; and that his highness had ordered a detachment &om . 
the palatine's brigade to march immediately to its relief. 
Before Thaddeus had time to reply, Sobieski sent in, to apprize 
his grand-son the prince bad appointed him to be second in 
eommand, over the troopa which were turning out to assist 
the lieutenant. 

Thaddeus heard this message with delight; yet fearfhl how 
the event miffht answer the expectations wnicii this high 
distinction dedared, he issued from his tent, like a youthful 
Mass, or rather like the young Isadas, trembling at the dazzling 
cfiects of his temerity, and hiding his valor and his blushes 
bcaieath the waving plumes of his hemlet. Kosciuszko, who 
was to head the party, observed his modesty with pleasure, 
and shaking him warmly by the hand, ** Go, Thaddeus,'' said 
he, ■^take your station on the led flank ; I shall require your 
fresh spirits to lead the charge I intend to make, and to ensure 
its success." Thaddeus bowed to these encouraging words, 
and took his place according to order. 

Every thing beinff ready, the detachment quitted the camp, 
and dashing through the dews of a sweet inomins, for it was 

Ct May, in a few hours arrived in view of ue Ruasiaii 
ttalions. Lomza who from the only redoubt now in hia 
posaeasion, first caught a glimpse of the welcome reinforce^ 
ment, rallied his few remaining men, and by the time that 
Koeduszko came up, contrived to join him in the van. The 
fi|rfiC recommenced. Thaddeus at the head of his hussars, in 
iull gallop, bore down upon the enemy. They received the . 
diarge with firmness ; but the young leader, perceiving that ' 
tKtraordinary means were Jieoossary, exerted lus yoioe lo the 
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utmost; calling o& faxs meti to follow him, he pilit tpon to faif 
horse, and rushed into the thickest of the battle. His soldieit 
did not shiink; they pressed on, mowing down the fbremegt 
ranks, whilst he, by a lucky stroke of his sabre* disabled the 
sword-ann of the Russian standard bearer,- and seized tbd' 
colours. His own troops seeing Uie stahdard in his hand, with 
one accord, in loud and repeated cnes, shouted victory. The 
reserve of the enemy, alarmed at this outery instantly gave 
way, and retreating with precipitation, was soon followed by' 
the rear ranks of the centre, where Kosciuszko had already 
slain the commander of the attack. The flanks neM gave 
ground : and after holding a short stand at intervals, at length 
turned about and fled, panic struck, across the country. 

The conquerors, elated with so sudden a succchk, put their 
horses on full speed, and without order or attention, pursued 
the fugitives with the noise of thunder, till they were lost 
amidst the trees of a distant wood. KosciusKko now called on 
his men to stop ; but he called in vain; they continued their 
career, animating each other, and with redoubled shouts,' 
drowning the voice of their general, and Thaddeus, who 
galloped forwards, repeating the command till they were 
met in the entrance of the wood, by a few stragglers, who^ 
had formed themselves into a body. It with8to<Ki the firsi-' 
onset of the Poles with considerable steadiness ; but after a ' 
skirmish of ten minutes it fled a second time ; and took refuge 
in the bushes, where, still regardless of orders, their enemies , 
followed. Kosciuszko foreseeing the consequence of this' 
rashness, ordered Thaddeus to dismount part of his squalen, 
and march after these headstrong men into the forest. He : 
came up with then on the od^e ora heathy track (^f land, just 
as they were extending their lines to surround a band of arque*. \ 
busers, who having kept up- a quick running fire as they re- * 
treated, had drawn their pursuers thus far into tht^ thicket'. 
Heedless of any thing but giving their enemy a complete 
defeat, the Polandcrs went on, never looking to the lefl nor to 
the right, till all at once, they found themFelvcs encompassed 
by two thousand Muscovite horse, several battalions of 
caasseurs, and in front of fonrteen pieces of cannon, which; 
this dreadful ambuscade fired upon them, with instant and'; 
unremitted violence. — , 

Thaddeus threw himself into the midst of his cottntryknen»] 
and taking the place of their imfortun ate conductor, who haa ^ 
been killed in the first sweep of the artillery, prepared the men 
for a desperate stand. He gave his orders with intrepidity and ^ 
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eoolnera: thoki^h under a heavy shower of mUBquetry, and a 
cannonade which carried deatn in every round, it was only 
how to relieve the unlucky Poles from the dilemma intowhicli 
they had plunged themselves, that occnpied his mind. In a 
few minutes, the scattered soldiers were consolidated into a 
dose phalanx, flanked and reared by the pikcmen ; * who stood 
like a grove of pines in a day of tempest, only moving their 
heads and arms.' Many of tlio Uussian horse impalca them« 
selves on the sidoff of mis little phalanx, which they vainly 
attetnpted to shake, though the ordnance was rapidly weak* 
enine its stren^rth. File ailer file of men were swept down, 
fheiroodies making a horrid rampart fortlieir brave comrades, 
who rendered desperate by slaughter, threw away their roost 
Cfunbrous accoutretnents, ai;d crying to their leader, ^ Let ua 
escape or die 1" ibllowed him sword in hand ; and bearing 
fike a torrent upon the enemy ^s rank, who expected nothing 
leas, cut their way right through the forest. The Rusaiansi 
exasperated that their prey should not only escape, but escape 
by such dauntless valour, hung closely on their rear, goad- 
ing them with musquetry^ whilst they (like a wounded Uon, 
hardly pressed by Ihe hunters, who retreats, and yet stands 
proudly at bay) gradually retired towards the camp, moving 
with a backward step, their faces towards the foe. 

Meanwhile Sobieski, anxious for the fate of the day, had 
mounted the dyke, and looked eagerly around for the arrival of 
some messenger from the little army. As the wind blew 
ttrongly from tlie south, a cloud of dust precluded his view; 
but from the nearer approach of the firing, and the daahinff 
of arms, he was led to fear that his friends had been defeated, 
and were thus retreating towards the camp. He quitted the 
linos instantly, to call out a fresh reinforcement, when the 
enemy, at the sight of Koeciuszko and his squadron on the 
fid! diarge, suddenly halted and wheeling round, left the 
harrassed Polanders to enter the trenches in quiet. 

Thaddeus, covered with dust and blood, flung himself into 
Us grandfather^s arms. In the heat of action, his lefl arm 
had been wounded by a Cossac; fearful that the bleeding 
might disable him from further service, at the moment it 
happened, he bound it up in his sash, and had thought no 
more of it until the palatine now remarked the stains upon 
his eloak and the bosom of his shirt. 

^idy hurt is sUsfht, my dear sir:-' said he, ^ wish to heayen« 
it were all the evil that has befallen us to-day ! Look at tho 
IMnaaiii of our htaTs oonvades.'* 
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8dl>i6ski tamed his eyes on the panting totdien, and on 
Koficiuszko who was inspecting them. Some, no longer 
apheld by desperation, were sinkmsr with wound* and fiitiffue; 
iheae the good general ever mindful of the comforts or his 
|aen« was sending off in litters to the medical department: and 
others who had sustained the conflict of the day without 
meeting any personal harm, after having received the praise 
and admonition of their commander, were dismissed to tfa^ 
quarters. 

Before this inspection was half over, the Palatine foond it 
necessary to assist Thaddeus to his tent, who in spite of his 
exertions to the contrary, had become so faint, that he rathMr 
staggered than walked as he was led off the ground. 

A Yery short time perfectly restored him; and with his arm 
m a ding, he joined his bromer officers on the fourth day at 
the parade. After the duty of the morning, he heard with 
concern, that during his confinement, frequent skirmishes had 
taken place between his countnrmen and their advefsahes, in 
which they found, that the Kussiaas had augmented their 
fbree to such a tremendous strength that it would bo impoe* 
■ible for the Poles to remain longer at Winnica, without 
incurring the danger of being surrounded, and cut to pieces. 
In consequence of this, the Prince held a council late the pre- 
ceding n^ht, in which it was determined that the camp should 
be imme(£ately razed and removed towards Zielime. 

This news displeased Thaddeus, who in fairy dreams of war, 
always added conquest, as the sure end of his battles; and 
many were the si^hs he drew, when nett day, at an hour 
before dawn, he witnessed the 'Striking of the tents, which he 
thought to be only the prelude to a shameftil flight from lh« 
enemy. While he was standing by the sides of the bosy 
people, and musing on the nice line wmch divides prudence from 
pusillanimity, his grandfather came up, and desiring him to 
mount his horse, told him by reason of the unhealed state of 
his wound, that he was not to take his appropriate place in 
the vanguard, but to march in the centre, uong with tbo 
Prince and his suite. Thaddeus very warmly remonstrated 
against this arrangement : ho called his huit a mere scratch; 
and almost reprot^ed the Palatine for forfeiting his promise^* 
that he shoula alwavs be stationed near him. Sobieaki would 
not be moved, eitlier by a r . ment or entreaty. Thaddeus findimr 
he neither could nor ou^hi lu oppose him, obeyed and foUowra 
in aid*do-camp to his highness. 

After a march of three hoursi the wiiijf cajou in ^giit eft 
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Tolimna, when the adyanced guard suddenly halted. Thad- 
deus who was about half a mile to its rear, with a throbbing 
lieart heard that a momentous pass must be disputed before 
they could proceed. He curbea his horse ; then almost gave' 
it the spur, so eagerly did he wish to penetrate the cloud 
of smoke which rose in volumes from the discharge of mus- 
ketry, on whose wing at every round he dread^ it might 
carry the fate of his grandfather. At last the firing cea««d, 
and the troops were commanded to go forward. On entering 
the contested defile, Thaddeus shuddered ; for at every step 
the heels of his charger struck upon the wounded or' dean. 
There lay his enemies, here lay his friends ; his respiration 
felt suffocated; his eyes clung to the ground, expecting each 
moment to fasten themselves on the body of his grandfather. 

Ageda the tumult- of battle presented itself. About a hun- 
dred soldiers, in one firm rank, stood at the end of the pass, 
firing on the rear-guard of the Russians which was rapidly 
dispersing. Thaddeus checked his horse. Five hundred had 
been detached to this post ; how few remained ! Gould he 
hope Sobieski had escaped such a desperate rencontre? Fear- 
ing the worst, and dreading to have those fears confirmed, 
his heart sickened when he received the orders of Ponia- 
towski, to examine the extent of the loss. He rode up 
close to the mouth of the defile. He could no where see 
the Palatine. A few of tlie hussars, a little in advance, 
were engaged over a heap of the killed, as if defending il 
from a troop of chasseurs, who appeared fighting for the 
barbarous privilege of trampling on the bodies. Thaddeus, 
at this signt, and impelled by despair, called out "Courage, 
soldiers ! the prince is here." The chasseurs looked forward, 
saw that the information was true, and took to flight. 
Poniatowski, almost at the word, was by the sitie of his 
young friend, who unconscious of any thing but a filial 
solicitude, had immediately dismounted. 

"Where is the palatine?" cried he to a soldier, who 
waa stooping towards the slain he had attempted to defend. 
The man made no answer, but lifted from the heap the 
bodies of two soldiers, which lav at top; beneath these, 
Thaddeus saw the pede and deaaly features of his grand- 
fiither. He staggered a few paces back, when the prince 
thinking that he Was falling, put out his arm to catch 
him; but he recovered himself, and flew forward to assist 
Kosciuszko, who had raised the head of the palatine upon 
hiM knee. 
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^'b he oliye?'' cried Thaddeus. 

"He breathes." , 

Hope was now as warm in his breast, as it had beforil 
been cold ; they soon released Sobieski from the surroundin|( 
dead; but his swoon continuing, the prince desired him to 
be laid on a bank, until a litter could be brought from the 
rear ranks to conyey him to a place of security. Meantime. 
Thaddeus and the general bound up his wounds, and poured 
some water into his lips. The effusion of blood being 
stopped, the brave veteran opened his eyes: and in a few 
minutes, whilst he leaned on the bosom of his grandson, 
was so far recovered, as to receive, with his usuSi modest 
dignity, the thanks of his Highness for the intrepidity with 
which he had preserved a passage that ensurea the safety 
of the whole army. 

Two surgeons arrived with the litter, and relieved the 
anxiety of the by-standers, with the assurance that the 
woundis which they had re-examined, did not appear to be 
dangerous. Having laid their patient on the vehicle, they 
were preparing to retire with it into the rear, when Thad- 
deus petitioned the prince to grant him permission to take 
the command of the guard that was appointed to attend 
his ^andfather. — His highness consented; but Sobieski 
positively gave his neg^ative. 

"No Thaddeus,^^ said he^ "you forget the effect that all 
this solicitude about so trifling a matter might have on the 
men. Remember that he who goes into battle, only puts 
his own life to hazard; but he who abandons the neld, 
sports with the lives of his soldiers. Do not give them 
leaye to suppose, that your dearest interest could tempt ym 
from the front of danger, when it is your duty to remain." 
Thaddeus obeyed his grandfather in silence ; and at seven 
o'clock the army resumed their march. 

Near Zielime, the prince was sainted by count Potocki, 
at the head of some fresh troops which ne had collected 
at Zaslow. This succour appeared very seasonable. The 
scouts brought information, tnat directly across the plain, 
the Russian^ under the commsuid of general Brinicki. had 
doubled their numbers, and were drawn up in order of baitle 
to dispute their progress. 

Thaddeus for tne first time shuddered at the sight of the 
enemy. Should his friends be defeated, what mi^t be the 
fate of his grandfather, now rendered helpless by his wounds I 
Occupied by these fears^ with anxiety ia his heart and lodos 
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te kepVhk place at the head of the li^^t hone cloee to the hiO. 
Prince Pomatowaki ordered the lines to extend themselres. 
that the right should reach to the river, and the left be coverea 
by a rising ground, on which were mounted seven pieces of 
ordnance. Immediately after theee dispositions tne battle 
commenced. It continued with violence and unabatinf fury, 
from eight in the morning until sunset. Several times during 
the contest, the Poles were driven from the ground ; but reco- 
vering themselves and animated by their commanders, they 
prosecuted the fight with advantage. General Brinicki per- 
ceiving that the fortune of the day was going against him, ' 
called up the body of reserve consisting of tour thousand men, 
sesides several cannon, for which they erected temporary bafc- 
leries in a few minutes, with this unsuspected addition of new 
forees, he opened a rapid and destructive fire on the Polanders,^ 
who, already sinking with the fatigue of marching and the' 
heat of the sun, were now on the pomt of giving way. Kos- 
ciuszko, alarmed at the retrogade motion of the troops, gave 
immediate orders for a close attack on the enemy in front, 
whilst Thaddeus, at the head of his hussars^ should wheel 
round the hill of artillery, and with loud cnes, charge the 
opposite flank. This stratagem succeeded. The Cossacs who 
were posted on that spot, seeing the impetuosity of the Poles, 
and the quarter from whence they came, supposing them to be 
a firesh squadron, gave eround, smd opening in all directions, 
threw their own people into confusion that completed the 
defeat. Kosduszko and the prince were equally successful, 
where they attacked; and a general panic among their 
adversaries was the consequence. The whole of the Russian 
army now took to flight, except a few regiments of carbiniers, 
who were entaneled between the river and the Poles. These' 
were inmiediately surrounded by a battallion of Masovian 
infantry, which, enraged at the loss its body had sustained tlie 
precedmg day, was answering their cries for quarter, with 
reproach and derision. At this mstant, the Sobieski squadron, 
wno werescourin|[ tlie field, came up, and Thaddeus, who saw 
the perilous situation of these regiments, directly ordered that 
they might be taken prisoners, and the slaughter «^se. The 
llasoviaxis exhibited strong signs of dissatisfaction at these 
eommands; but the young count charging through them, 
ranged his troops before the Russians, and tnreateneoi that the 
&8t man who would dare to lifl a sword against his order 
ihould be shoL The Poles dropped their arms. The po«f 
^ubiBieni ftfl on their knees to thenk his mercy; ww 
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tkeir ofRceni in a sullen lilenoe, which Memed nahuatA «f 
mtitude, surrendered their ewords into the handa of their 
deliyerefB. 

During this scene, only one rery ypung Russian appeared 
wholly refraetonr. lie held up his sword in a menacing^ 
posture, when Thaddeus, who was approaching, drew near ; 
and before he had time to speak, the young man made a lounge 
at his breast, which one of his hussars parrying with great 
dexterity, struck him to the earth : he would have killed him 
on the spot, had not Thaddeus caught the blow on his own 
sword, and instantly dismounting, raised the oiRcer firomtha 

f round, apologizing lor the hasty zeal of his soldier, the youth 
lusbeo, and M wing, presented his sword, which wasreceiTed, 
and difectly returned. 

'' Brave sir," said he, ** I feel myself enobled in restoring this 
Bword to one, who so courageously defended it" 

The Russian made no other reply than by a second bow, 
and putting his hand to his breast, which was wet with blood« 
Ceremony was now at an end. Thaddeus never considered 
the unfortunate as stran^rs ; accosting the wounded young 
soldier with a friendly voice, he assured him of his services, 
and made him lean on his shoulder. The officer incapable of 
speaking, accepted the assistance of his enemy ; but before 
tne conveyance arrived for which two men had been despatch* 
ed, he fainted in his arms. Thaddeus, who was obliged to 
join the prince with his prisoners, very unwillingly left the 
young Russian in this situation. Before he did so,lie directed 
one of his lieutenants to stay behind, and take care that the 
sur^ons should pay attention to the officer, and have his litter 
-carried next to the palatine's during the rest of the march. 

When the army halted at nine o'clock, preparations were 
made to fix the camp ; and in case of a surprisai from any part 
of the dispersed enemy which might have rallied, orders were 
delivered for throwing up a dyke, Thaddeus, having been 
assured that his grandfather and the wounded Russian were 
comfortably stationed together, did not hesitate to accept with 
alacrity the command of tlie entrenching party ; to that end, 
he wrapped himself loosely in his pelisse, and prepared for a 
long watch. The night was beautiful. It being the month of 
June, a softening warmth still floated through the air, as if th« 
moon which shone over his head, emitted heat as well as splen> 
dour. His mind was in unison with the season. He rode 
•k>wiy round, from bank to bank, sometimes speaking to the 
vorkenin the fostc^ sometim— lingerinj^ for « fewmiiMitii^ 
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toolc&ig on the ground, he thooght on the element of which fie 
was composed, to which he might so soon return ! rhen pizing 
upwards, he obsenred the silent march of the stars, and the 
movinff scene of the heavens ! On whatever lie cast his eyes, 
his soul, which the recent events had dissolved into a temper 
not the less delightfHil for bein^ tinged with melanchoKr, dwelt 
with intense feeling on the littleness of human Driae, when 
opposed to the grandeur of eternity. He lookea with pity 
over that wide tract of land, which now lay betwixt him and 
&e remains of those four thousand Russians who had fallen a 
facriiice to the insatiate desires of ambificm. He well knew 
the difference between a defender of his own country, and the 
invsuler of another's. He felt his heart beat, his soul expand. 
At the prospect of seciuin^ liberty and life to a virtuo^ peo- 
ple ; while tie could only imagine, how that spirit mustshrink * 
from reflection, which would animate the heed and hands of a 
self-condemned slave, to fight^ not merely to fasten chains on 
others, but to rivet his own still closer. The best affections of 
man having put the sword into the hands of Thaddeus, bis 
principles as a philosopher, did not rebel in the smallest degree 
against his passion for arms. When he was told that the forti- 
fications were finished, he retired with a tranquil step and 
smiling countenance, towards the Masovian quarters. He 
found uie palatine awake, and ea^r to welcome him with the 
jojful reply to his anxious inquiries, that his wounds were so 
slig^ht ad to promise a speedy amendment. Thaddeus asked 
f<Hr his prisoner. The palatine said, ** he is in the next tent, 
where, according to your desire, the surgeon never leaves him : 
and he has given a very fovourable opinion on the wound 
which was a shot through the muscles of the breast.*' 

** Have you seen hini. my dear sir ?" asked Thaddeus, " does 
he express hnnself as if he felt at ease, and thought himself 
well treated?" 

** Yes," rejplied the palatine, **I was supported into his 
nifljqiiee, before I retired to my own. I told him who I was, and 
repeated your offers of service. He received what I said with 
lively ezpreasions of gratitude ; and at the same time declared 
that he had nothing to blame, but his own foUy, in bringixig 
him to the state in which he iheri was." 

''How, my lord?** asked Thaddeus, rather surpVisedi 
''does he repent of being a soldier ? Or is he ashamed of tl^ 
cause for which he fourht ?" 

'^Botfa^ Theddeue^ he is no Rumju^ but & young Engliaii* 
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"An Englishman! and raise his arm against a ooQnlr|i 
struggling for liljerty !" 

**it is very true,*' returned the palatine; *'but as he has 
confessed, that it was his folly, and the persuaftions of others, 
which impelled him, he merits pardon ; oe is a mere youth ; I 
think hanlly your age. I understand that he is of rank ; and 
hayiiiff undertaken the tour of Eurc^ under the direction of a 
travelling governor, he took Russia in his map of route. At 
Petersburs:h he became intimate with many of the nobility, 
particularly with count Brinicki, at whose house he resided ; 
and when nis lordship was named to the command of the army 
in Poland, Mr. Somerset, (for that is your prisoner's name,) 
instigated by his own yolatility and the ars:uments of his host, 
volunteered with him ; and so followed his friend, to oppose 
that freedom here, which he would have asserted in his own 
nation.'' 

Thaddeus thanked his grandfather for this information: 
and pleased that the young man who had so much interested 
htm, was any thing but a Russian, he instantly repaired to his 
tent. 

A generous heart is as eloquent in acknowledging benefita, 
as it would be bounteous in bestowing them ; and Mr. Somer- 
set received his preserver with the warmest demonstrations of 
gratitude. Thsiddeus begged him not to considtf himself as 
particularly obliged by a conduct whidi every seJdier of 
nonour has a right to expect from another. The £iifflishinaa 
bowed his head, and Thaddeus sat down by hi|i bed-side^ 
where he remained conversing for near an hour. 

Whilst he fathered from his ofwn lips a eorroboratidn of the 
narrative of the palatine, he could not forbear inquiriaghow a 
person of his apparent candid nature, and who was also the 
nat -ve of a Bcil where liberty had so loi^ been the palladium 
Mi' its happiness, could volunteer in a cause the end of which 
was to make a brave people slaves. 

Somerset listened to these questions with blushes; and they 
did not leave his face when he confessed, that all he could say 
in extenuation of what he had done, was to {dead his youtOt 
and having thought little on the subject. 

**l was wropght upon," continued he, ''by a raiety of 
circumstanees ; Irst, the principles of Mr. Loftus, my «>• 
Temor, are strongly in Ikvour of the court of Petersbiun-: 
■econdly, my &ther disliked the army, and I adored it; uus 
vas the only opportunity in which I might eyer satisfy -my 
pxniopi fUM| lastly, I beUeT«IwM dueled by the lUAtliw 
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the yoiinff men about me drew of the campaign. I 
longed to be a soldier ; they persuaded me ; and I followed 
them to the field, as I would haTe done to a ball-room, heedless 
of the consequence.** 

^Yet^" replied Thaddeus, smiling, *<irom the intre- 
pidity with wnich you maintained your ground when your 
arms were demanded, any one might have thought that 
your whole 8oul,.as well as your body, was engaged in the 
cause.** 

**To be sore," returned he, " I was a Uocldiead to be there; 
but when there, I should have despised myself forever, had I 
given vp my honour into the hands of those ruffians, who 
wouki have wrested my sword from me ! But when you came, 
noble Bobieski, it was the fate of war, and I eonfided myself to 
a brave man." 



CHAPTER TV. 

Saob suceeeding morning^ not only brought fresh symptoma 
of recovery to the two invalids, but condensed the interest and 
admiration of the young men, into an ardent esteem. 

It is not the disposition of youthful minds to weigh for 
months and years, the sterling value of those qualities which 
attract them. As soon as they see virtue, they respect it ; as 
soon as they meet kindness, they believe it : and as soon as a 
WBaoa of both presents itself^ they love it. Not having passed 
through the disappointments of a delusive world, they grasp, 
for reuity, every pageant that appears. They have not yet 
admitted that cruel doctrine, which, when it takes eiFect, 
creates and extends the misery it affects to cute. Whilst we 
give up our souls to suspicion, we gradually learn to deceive ; 
whilst we repress the fervors of our own hearts, we freeze 
those which approadi us ; whilst we cautiously avoid occa- 
sions of receiving pain, we at every remove acquire an 
oncomcious influence to inflict anguish on those who follow 
us. They, again, meet from our conduct and lips the reason 
and the lesson, to obliterate the expanding sensibilities of their 
nature ; and thus the tormenting chain of deceived and de- 
ceiving characters is lengthened to infinitude. 

About the latter end of the month, Sobieski received a 

immaons desiring his irmiediate attendance at courU where 

to be l^d in consequence of the victory at Zielime^ 
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to consider. Qf future pfooeedings. With Uuw letter, hit 

majesty inclosed a coilar and inyestiture €ff the order of QL'^ 
Staoislaus, as an ackno^led^ent of service Xb the youm; 
Thaddeus, with a note from himself, expreaaang hie commaiiiu 
tjuit he would return witii the palatine and the other geaeralfl^ 
to receive thanks from the throne. 

Thaddeus, half wild with deli£;^ht at the thoughts of bo 
soon meeting his mother, ran to the tent of his Bnti^irie&d 
to communicate to hiiii the tidings. Somerset participated 
in. all his pleasures; and, with sensations' coually warm, 
apcepted tiie invitation to, go with him to yiluinow. 
, ''I would &>Uow you, my friend," said he, squeeung tiie 
hand of Thaddeus, who was eagerly describing the merits 
of the Countess and the becwties of his hfOaSf **9B over 
tiie world." . : . 

*'Then I will take you to the most charming spot in 
it!" cried he, ''ViHanow^ a perfect paradise; and my 
mother, the dear angel, that woula make a desert so to me." 

''You speak so rapturously of your tnrhanitd eoMtlu 
Thaddeus," returned ^is friend, "that I do believe I shall 
have to consider my knight-errantrv^ in being Ibol enough 
to thrust myself amid a fray in wluch I had no buaiiies% 
as one of the wisest decisions of my life!" 
. ^'leonslder it," replied Thaddeus, ''as one of the luddesl 
events in mine." 

Before the Palatine quitted the camp, Somerset thought 
proper to acqufunt Mr. Loftus, who was yet at Petersbui]^ 
of tne particulars of his late danger; ana that he was ff^m^ 
to Warsaw with his new friends, where he would remain iat 
several weeks. He also added, that as the court of Poland;^ 
through the intercession of the palatine, had generoiiBly 
^ven him his liberty, he should be able to see every thine 
m that country worthy of investigation ; and that he woula 
write to him again, inclosing letters lor England, aoon after 
his arrival at the capital. 

The weather continuing fine, the party left Zielime in a 
few days: and the palatine and Somerset, being so fiur- 
restorea from their wounds, that they could walk about, the 
one with a crutch, and the other by tne support of hisfriend'e 
or a servant's ann; they went through the journey with 
animation and pleasure. The benign wisdonuof Sobieski, 
the intellig-ent enthusiasm of Thaddeus, and the playful 
Vivacity of Somerset, all min^lin^ together, made themimites. 
fly even a^i io^i as their wiAhos, till a week aioire ' ' 
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lk«m ipto' the palatinate <€ Mawma, and aooik after 
tiM walls of Vilkuiow. 

Every thin^ that prasented itself to Mr. Somerset was 
new and fescmating. He saw, in the domestic felicity of 
his friends, scenes which remiiuied him of the social haN 
mony of his own home. He beheld, in the palace and the 
retinue of Sobieski, all that magnificence whidi bespoke 
the descendant of a great king, who even wanted notning 
of a royal grandeur but the crovm, which he had the 
magnanimity to think and declare was then placed upoii 
a more worthy kniow. Whilst Bomerset Generated this 
true patriot, the high tone which his feelings acquired, was 
•ot lowered by associating with characters who were nearer 
the common standard. The friends of Sobieski were men of 
tried probitV : men, who at all times preferred their couiitryts 
welfare before their own particular interest. The most 
Itistinguished among them, were the counts Maichowski, 
Potocki, Puchala, and the prince Cassimer Sapieha. Mr. 
Somerset, di^ after day, listened with deep attention to- these 
virtBOUs and energetic lioblemen. He saw tham full of firs 
mnd personal courage when the affairs of Poland were tht 
•abject of discourse ; and he beheld with amatse and admi^ 
imtion, their perfect foi^^etfuliieas of their own individual 
nfety, in their passion Sr the general good. In these mo* 
ments, he felt his heart bowing down before them ; and all the 
aneient pride of a Briton distend his breast, when he thought 
that such men as these are, his ancestors w^e. He remembeiv 
Cd how olten Iheir almost chivalric virtues used to occupy his 
ftflections, in the picture-gallery at Somerset castle : and his 
doubts, when he compared wfaiat is, with what was, tha:t 
lustory had glossed over the actions of past centurieB; or elssi 
what a different order of men lived then from those whieh 
Bsv inhabited the world. Thtis, studying the sublime charao- 
l«a of IBobieski and his friends; and enjoying the endearing 
lrindne>w of Thaddeus and his mother, did a fortnight pass 
Ikway, without his even recollecting his promise of writing to 
kb governor. At Ute end of that period, however, he stole an 
hoar from the countess's- societ^r, and enclosed in a short lettdr 
to Mr. Loftusi the following epistle to his mother r 

*'To Last Sombrsbt, Sombrset-Castle, LBicssTBRSHiREi 

'^Ifany weeks ago, lav dearest mother, I wrote a letter of 
RHiaheetii from Petersbuighi whieh, long ere this, you «a0 



my dear feiher must have teceiTed. I there atteniptod' to 
give you some idea of the maimers of Russia, with uie fine 
of the country ; and my Yanity whispers, that I sacceaded 
tolerably well. The court of the famous Cathariiie, and Ihe 
attentions of the hospitable count Brinicki, were then the 
subject of my pen. 

''But how shall I account for being here? How shall I 
allay your surprise and displeasure, on seeing that this letter 
is dated from Warsaw? I know that I hare acted against 
the wish of my father, in visiting one of those countries which 
he had interdicted. I know that I have disobeyed your 
commands, in taking up aims at any period of my life, witlioat 
an indispensible necessity : but I have nothing to allege in 
my defence. I fell in the way of temptatkxD, and 1 yielited Id 
it. I really cannot enumerate all the things which induced 
me to volunteer with the Russians ; suffice it to say, that I 
did so, and that we were defeated by the Poles at Zielime: 
«nd as heaven has rather rewarded your prayers than piiiii8h<- 
ed my imprudence, I trust you will do the same, and pardon 
an indiscretion that I will never repeat. 

'* ^Notwithstanding all this, I must have lost my life through 
my folly, had I not been preserved, even in the moment whco 
death was pending over me, by a youne officer with whose 
family I now am. The very souncf of their title will create 
your respect; for toe of the Pa<rt0ian-4»ioEer,.have a Strang 
tenacity m our belief that virtue is hereditary, and in this 
instance our creed is duly honoured. The title is Sobiedd; 
the fiunily which bears it, is the only remaining posterity of 
the ereat monarch of that name ; and the count who is at. its 
head is palatine of Masovia, which^ next to the throne^ is 
the first dimity in the state. He is one of the warraesi 
champions m -mvour of the invaded rights of his country ; 
and tnough born to command, he has so fitr tnmsgressea 
that eolden law of despotic rulers, * Ignorance andndfjeeiionf 
that Uiroughout his territories every man ia Uiught to.w6zv» 
ship his God with his heart as well as hik knees. The 
tmdei standings of his peasants are awakened to aU useAd 
knowledge; he does not put books of seiimee and speei»> 
iation into their hands vainly to oonsume their time in 
idleness. He gives them the Bible, and implements of 
industry, to afiford them the means of Imowin^, and ctf 

e'actismg their duty. All Masovia, around his palace, 
ooms luce a garden. The cheerfiil faces of the fBatatnu 
«Dd the blessings which they implore on the fiunilyi tm-i 
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mdk in the fields with the young count, (for in thi« cou»> 
by, this sons bear the- spme title with their fathers,) have 
even drawn a few delightful drops from the eyes oi 

four *thoushiless sonP 1 know, mother, that you think 
have nothing sentimental about me; else you would not 
80 often have poured into my noi inaUeniivt eari, that it is 
by the feelings of the heart we are to estimate .the plea- 
sures of earth and heaven ; shut our eyes a^nst tnem, 
and we are nicely constructed speculums, whidi reflect the 
tMauties of nature, but enjoy none. You see mama, that 
I both remember and adopt your lessons. 
*- ** Thaddeus Sobieski is the grandson of the palatine, and 
the last of his illustrious race« Ii is to him that I owe 
the preservation of my life, at Zielime, and much of my 
happmess since; Ibr ne is not only the bravest, but the 
most amiable young man in tlie kmgdom; and he is my 
friend. Indeec^ as things happened, you must think that 
CHit oi evil has come gocMi ; though I have been disobedient, 
my fiiult has introduced me to the affection of people 
wnose friendslup henceforward will prove the greatest pleasurs 
ci my days. ^ The mother of Thaddeus is the only (w.ughter 
of the palatine; and of her, I can only sum up that no- 
thing on earth can more remind me of you; she is equally 
charimng, equally tender to your son. 

'' Wlmst the palatine is engaged at Uie Diet, her ladyshipy 
Thaddeus and myself, with now and then a few visitors from 
Warsaw, fcMrm the most agreeable parties you can imagine. 
We walk together, we re^ together, we converse together, 
we sing together ; at least the countess sings to us ; >»aiich is 
all the same ; and you know that time mes swiftly on the 
vings of harmony. She has an uneommonly sweet voice, and 
a taste which I never heard paralleled. By the way vou can- 
not imagine any thing more beautiful than the PoHsn music 
.It partiuns much of that delicious languor, so distinguished 
in the Turkish airs, with a mingling of those wandering 
melodies, which the .now forgotten composers must have 
caught from the Tartars. In short, whilst the Countess ie 
wwgmg I hardly suffer myself to breathe; and I feel, iust 
what our poetical friend, William Scarsdaid, said a twelve- 
month ago, at a concert of yours, 'I feel as ii Ipyci sat upon 
my h^^ and flapped it with his wings.' 

^I haye tried au my powers of persuasion to prevail o& 

this charming countess to visit our country. I have oyer and 

• ovwr agasB tMd her of you, end described you to her j that 
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jaa «i« Beorkier own ag« ; (fbr this lorely wamio»tlHK|gfciib^ 
BBS a son near nineteen, is not more than forty ;)that you^aM 
tts fond of your Ordinary boy as she is of Her peerUu otiDi 
that, in fine, you and my father will reeeiya her, and Thad- 
deus, and t]ie palatine, with open arms and hearts^ if they 
will condescend to visit our humble home, at the end <^ the 
war. I belieTe, that I have repeated my entreaties, both t* 
her ladyship and my friend, regularty every day, since my 
arrived at Vilianow; bat always with the same ill suecesei 
«he smiles, and reuses-: and Thaddeus * 8haket:hit euidtrotiii. 
owU* with a very- *gpdltke frown* of denial ; I hope self-denii^ 
In oomptbn^nt to his mother's cruel and unprovoked neg»* 
live. 

*' Before I proceed, my dear mother, I must |^ve von aomp 
^dea pf Uie real appbaranoe of this palace. ■ I recolleet your 
having read a superficial account of it in the few slifhi 
sketches ^athaye oeen publi^ed.in England of Poland ; puit 
Ihe pictures which they exhibit are so famt, that they faantty 
resemble the ori^al* Pray do not laugh at me if I b^gin hi 
the truedejEicriptive style! you know, there is only One way 
to draw houses and lands, and rivers ; so that no biane e%a 
iie attached to me as, teiWe m^e, I take the beaien path** To 
commence:^ — 

<' When we left ZieKme, and advanced in the provinee «if 
Masovia, the country around Prague rose at .every step in 
fresh beauty. Then numberless chains of gently swetUoir 
hills, which encompass it on each side of the yisttila> were m 
ioine parts eheouered with com'^fieids, meadows and grcea 
pastures, covered with sheejw whose soft bleating thrilled in ray 
^ars, and transported my senses mto new region^ ; se different 
were my charmed and tranquilized feelings,, fram* that tossi^ 
of mind, attendant on the horrors I had recently wiinesse£ 
Surely, there is nothing in the rational world short df the 
fnoaft imdivided reciprocal attachment, that has suoh pow#r 
over the workings of the human heart, as the mild SWeetna^ 
of nature. The most ruffled temper, when emergin|r from 
the town, will subside into a per&ct calin, at the si^nt of a 
wide streteh of landscape reposing in the twifight of a fine 
evening. It is then, that the balm of peace settles upon tjbe 
-heart, unfetters the spirit, and elevates uve soul to, the ctnealOf. 
It is then that we bdiokl the fiavent of the ttoiversein 'h|s 
works : when we see his grande\ir in earth, 8ba^>and skii j-feel 
his a-flTection, in the emotions which they raise : and JMlf mof^ 
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of ^vftftl Quit woild must be, of which thk loYely CMrth. U 
Merely the shadow. 

- ^ Atitumn seemed to be unfolding atl her beauties, to greet 
the return of the palatine. .In one part, the hay-mcdkers were 
Mowing the hay, and heaping it into stacks ; is another the. 
re ap er s wem gatheiiiig up tne n^eat, with a troop of rosy . 
littfe gleaners behind them; each of whom might have., 
tempt^ the proudest Palemon in Christendom, to have. 
chaneed her toil into '* a gentle duty.' Such a landscajpe, inter- 
mingled with the little farms of these honest people, whom 
the philanthropy of Sobieski had rendered free, (for it is a 
tract of his expansive domains that I am describing, gave me, 
sensations that reminded me of Somerset. These cottagea 
are dispersed among the deep hollows of the vales, and are- 
seen peeping from amid the thick imibrage of the woods,. 
which cover the face of the hills. The irregular forms and 
thatched roo&, with many of the infant inhabitants playing 
at the doors, compose such lovely groups, that I could only 
wish for our dear Mary's pencil and rnigers, (for alas! that 
way mine are motionless !) to transport them to your eyes. 

" The padaice of Villanow, which is castellated,, and stands 
m the midst of^ar fortress^ now burst iipon my view.. It rears. 
hs embattled head from the summit of^ a hill, that gradually 
slopes down towards the Vistula, and borders to we soutb 
the plain of Vola ; a spot so long famous for the election of 
the idngs of Poland. On the north of the building, the earthf 
is cat into natural ramparts, which rise in a high, succession,, 
till they reach the foundations of the palace, where thei» 
terminate in a noble terrace. These ramparts, covered wita 
frass, overlook the stone-outworks, and spread dowft to the 
bottom o( the hill^ which being clothed with fine trees and 
luxuriant underwood, form such a rich and verdant base to thft 
fortress, as 1 have not language to describe ; were I privileged 
to be poetical, I would say that it reminds me of the god of 
War steeping amid roses in- the boww of love.. Here,, the eye 
may wander over the ^iflsof bounteous nature, arraying hill 
and dale in all the united treasures of spring and autumn.. 
The forest stretches its yet unsunned arms to the breezes 
Whilst that breeze comes laden with the fragrance of the tented 
l^ay, and the thousand' sweets breathed from those fiowen 
which, in this.diriiGious country, weepiioney.. 

..^ A magnificent flight of steps led us from the- fbot of tha 
fampaijts-ttp to the gate of the palace. We entered it ; ' and 
vera preaenily Mnounded by a tmixv of attendaatfl^ in audi 
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•m^teotnliTeriefl^ that I Anmd ttifself all la OBfH dtflM, 
back into the fifteenth century, and might have iancied mjam, 
ynilaxt the courtly halb of our Tudora and Plantagenetfc 
You can better conceive, than I^ can recapitulate, the sceiw 
itfhich took plar^e between the palatine, :the countess, and her 
son. I can only repeat, that from that hour I have experienoei) 
no defauH of iiaj)pines8 but what arises from regret that mjf 
dear family are not partakers with me. 

" You know, that this stupendous building was thefinrourito 
tesidence of John Sobieski ; and that he erected it^ as a rest-. 
ukg place from the labours of Ins long and glonous reigo^ 
1 cannot move without meetine some vestige of that mky 
great monarch. I sleep in his bedchamber : there hangs Jm^ 
portrait, dressed in the robes of sovereignty j here are sus- 
fNended the arms, wiUi which he saved those kmgdoms, which 
^are now coalescing to the destruction of Poland. On on* 
m^ is the library : on the other, the little chapel^ in which 
^ used to pay his morning and evening devotions. Where- 
ver I look, my eye finds some object, to excite my reflections 
and emulation. The noble dead a{)pear to >addre88 ma 
l^om their graves, and I blush at the inglorious life I mighi 
nave pursued, had I never visited this house and its inhaoi* 
iants ; ^et, my deadest mother, 1 do not mean to reproach 
you ; nor to insinuate that my reverend ^ther, and bzava 
ancestors, have not set me examples as bright, as man need 
|61k>w ; but human nature is capricious ; we are not to be 
stimulated so much with what is always in our view, as by 
sights which, rising up when we are i;emoyed from our 
customary associations, surprise and captivate our attention. 
ViUanow has only awakened me to tlie same lesson, which I 
have conned over in drowsy carelessness at home. Thaddeuf 
Sobieski is hardly one year my senior ; but, ^ood Heaven j 
what has he not done? What has he not acquired 1 Whilst | 
abused the indulgence of my ps^ents, and wasted my. days io^ 
riding, shooting, and walking the streets, he was learning tQ 
act as a man of ruik ought to act ; and by seizing every 
Opportunity to serve the state, he has obtain^sd a. rifh. Eewar^ 
in the respect and admiration of his country. ]■ am not envi- 
ous, mother, but I now feel the truth of Caesar's speech, whea 
he declared < that the reputation of Alexander tooiUd not let him 
fleep.* Nevertheless, I dearly love my £riend^ I murmur «| 
my own demerits, not at his worth., 

^I hove scribbled out all my paper, otherwise I yeiril^ 
lildJiiT9 that I iH^ouId write more; how^yerj^I ^jTopj^. ]^ 
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MOad iWi»^1»ii vecir "or eva Meanwlitfe I ibiA «9ni 
tti» jMeket-fO'Mr.: LoftuB^ who is at Beterabmig^ ia fonrwdl 
to you. A<U^u, my dear mother f I am, with leTemicelii^ «i||r 
Iranr aiul.7qaii9«]4 ' 
' '•' ^ Y«iir truly affectionate sQiiy 

'^PuiBB.OKS SoimMiiii 
^TUkotm^AytgaOy 1798."* 

'^To LaDT SoMBRMCT, SoHEftSn^ASTLB, ElfOLAHIb . 

(pFri/ien lArre weeJb q/lier Ifte pi - e ce dto y.) 

**T<m know, nxf dear mother, that your Pembroke m 
fiunpfue for his ingenious mode of showing the f«31 yalue of 
«Tery fiiyour he confers; can I then lose Uie opportunity of 
^tX&oR you, what I hare left to make you happy with (hia 
'epistfe? 

^ About fire minutes a^, I was sitting on the lawn «<t thft 
feet of the Countess readmg to her and the princess Sapieha, 
the ehanmng poem of * The rUantrtt rf Memory ;* as both these 
ladies tmderstand English, they were admiring it, and paying 
many ctnnptiments to the graeet of my delivery, when the 
palatine presented himself, and told me, thai i£<\ had any 
•eommands fbr Petersburgh, I must prej)are themi for a 
messenger was to set off to-morrow mormng by day^break. 
I instantly sprang up, threw my books into the hands of 
Thaddeus ; and h^e I am in my own room scribbling to yo«u 

''Eren at the moment in which I dip. my pan in the ink, 
my hurrying imagination paints on my oreast the situaUon 
of my beloved home. When this letter reaches you I think 1 
see you and my good aunt, seated on the li^ue so& in your 
dresnng>.jfo<»n, with your needle-work on Uia little table befora 
voo ; I see Mary, in iier usual nook, the recess by the old 
aarpcBchord; ana my dear father bringing in this happy letter 
ftom your s<m! I must confess that this romantic ku»d.of 
fiuiey-sketch makes me feel rather oddly ; very unlike, indeed, 
from what I fek a few months since, wlien I was a mere. 
Indifferent, unreflecting, uBiapprectating coxcomb. Well, it 
is now made evident to me, that we never know the blessings 
of existence tiU we are sej^arated from the possession of them. 
Absence tightens the siting that unites mends as well as 
krrers; at Siast, t find it so) and tiKough, in. liie frwtion^f 
fitery good on Uiis side the ocean, yet my happiness readew 
fl» UBgratelul, and I lepiiie thsi { ei^oy at^ islMi. ^ JPiQiHlivpIy^ 



44 fHAjarnvB of wakmiv^ 

t mast brbig yoti all here to paasa «iiiiim«r ; ct^mmb^kM 
the teitnination of my traTelB, and eanry awwf thil denf 
fionily by main force to England. .;'■ ,- ..; 

'* Tell my cousin Mary, tnat, ehker way, I shall pniaeoqH » 

her esteem the most accomplished of human heings; but i 

warn- hei not- to fidl in lore with him. neither in propria 

persoTUE, nor by his public fame, nor with his priyata>el|p|»* 

ter. Tell her, * he is a bright and parlieular star,^ neither in 

her ^iidieM ner in any other woikian's. In this way, Jie<is as 

cold as * DianU crescent ;^ and to my great eunazement too, for 

when I throw my eyes over the many lo^ly ypung women, 

who, at different times, fill the drawing-room of the Countess, 

,f eahnot but wonder at the perfect iniufference with wlyieh he 

views their (to me) irresistible attractions. .0 

■■' ** He is polite and attentive to them all ; he talks with them, 

nniles witn them, and treats them with e^rery active eompl»> 

cency ; but they do not live one instant in his memorv* . J 

mean Ihey do not occupy his particular wishes ; for wi,thre> 

•gard to every respectful sentiment towards the sex in&;ener«iy 

and esteem to. some amiable individuals, he is as lively as in 

the other case, he is dead. The fact is, he never of^ta' one 

thought' upon himself; kindness is spontaneous to his nature;; 

i^ sunny eyes shine over all, with modest benignity ; and h^js 

■frank and glowin? conversation is directed to eivery ra^ it 

•people ; w1k> imbibe it with' an avidity and love, which mak4^ 

Its way to his heart witliout awakening his vanity. Thus. 

•whilst his fine person, and splendid actions, fill every eye aQQ 

'bosom^ I see hun moving in the circle, unconscious, of his 

•eminence, and the interest he excites. 

' ' '^Itisiigated by such an example, to which his high ouaJ]t]r 

'•as well as extraordinary merit gives so great an influen(;e^ 

;ihany of the younger nobility have been led to enter theairmy.. 

'This circumstance, added to the detail of hia bravery and 

^uncommon talents in the field, has made him an objeot' ^f 

'Universal regard ; and in consequence, wherever he is.se^i 

'he meets wiui applause and acclamations ; nay, even at the 

•appearance of his carriagein the streets (» Warsaw, the paa^ 

Seogers take off their hats and pray for him till he is outj^l 

• B^M. It is only then that I perceive his cheek fluflhod.witji. 

•the -conviction that he is adored. 

<<It is this, Thaddeus," said I to himoneda^r, who^waU^ 
Ine out together, we were obliged- to retire- uito the foy^ 
ttiSace, firom the crowds that foflowed him ; '' It i& this, my 
<«ear4GmAd, that idueldB your hMrt against thft fltorrow* ofjQira 
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r«i hftte no place for tiiat pdHnon; yoor oArtNM ii^aef, 
wad she courts you." 

" My mistress is my country,** reptied he : ** at present, I 
desire no other. For her I would oie ; for W jaoiy I would 
wish to live." While he i^ke, the energy of lus soul blazed 
in his eyes ; I smiled. 

" You are an enthusiast, Thaddeus." 

" Pemhroke !" returned he, in a surprise^ and reproaehfhl 
tone. 

''I do not think you one," resumed I, lau^hin^ ; *<lnit there 
lare many in my country, who hearing these tentttuents, irotdd 
not scruple to call you mad." 

"Then 1 pity them," returned Thaddeus. ''Men who 
cannot ardently feel, cannot taste supreme happiness. My 
e;randfather educated me at the feet of patriotism ; and when 
I forget his precepts and example, may my guardian angel 
forget me!" 

*' Happy, glorious Thaddeus !" cried I, grasping his hand, 
•• how i enyy your destiny ! To live as you do in the lap of 
honour ; yir toe and glory the aim and ena of your ejcistence P' 

" The animated countenance of my friend ehattged at these 
words, and laying his hand on my arm, he said, *' I)qnotenYy 
my destiny; Fenibroke, you are the citizen of a- free cormtTYt 
At peace with itsel£ Insatiate power has not dared to invaae 
its rights. Your king, in happy security,, re^^ in the hearts 
of his people ; whilst our anointed Stanislaus, is baited and 
insulted by oppression from without, and ingratitude wifhlA. 
Do not envy me ! I would rather Mve in obscurity all my days, 
than have the means which I have of acquirii^ celebrity 
over the ruins of Poland. Oh ! my friend, the wreath that 
crowns the head of conquest is thick and brig^ht ; but that 
which binds the olive of peace on "^e bleedmg wounds of my 
country, will be dearest to me*" 

" Such sentiments as these, my dear iftadam, have opened 
new lights upon Xny poor mistaken ^MOlUes. I had not con« 
■kiered the subject so maturely as my friend ; victory am] 
elory were with me synonymous words ; J had fiot te^t tnl 
£ei|Qei|t eonversationis with the young and ardex^t 'Sobieski 
tau^t me, how to discriminate between ferodty and valour { 
between the patriot and the assassin ; between the defender 
4ti Eis .country, and the ravager of other states. In short, I 
0ae in Thaddeus Sobieidd all Uiat my fancy haUi ever pictured 
^f the haroic character. Whilst I contemplafte the sublimity 
of bit natural and the tenderness of his 9oal| I caonot help 
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thii^liin& how few would believe that nU these amaziae 
^mifilities could belong to one mind, and it remain unacquainted 
. alike with the throes of ambition, and the taints of vanity." 
1. Pembroke judged rightly of his friend: for if ever rckl 
. .disinterested ionorpatria glowed in the brenA of man, it ani- 
mated the heart ot \h.h youn^ SobieskL Pembroke had laid 
down his pen at the termination of the foregoing sententib in 
the letter to his mother, on the entrance of a servant who bre- 
sented him with a packet whidi had that moment arrived vtoia. 
Petersburgh. He took it, and laying his writing mafieYials 
back , into the desk, read the foUoMring epistle &om his 
governor: 

'* To Pkmbrokb Sombrsist, Esq. 

" My dear sir, 
"Ihave this day received your letter, enclosing one for 
Xiady Somerset. Vou must pardon me that I have detained 
it, and will continue to do so, till I am favoured with your 

• aniswor to this, for which I shall most anxiously waiL 

'', You ImoWy Mr. Somerset, my reputation in the sden^tes ; 
you Jcnqw my depth in the languages; and, besides, tfefe 
Marquis of Iverajry, with whom I travelleid all over the conti- 
nent, offered you sufficient credentials respecting my know- 
ledge of the wcnrld, and the honourable manner in which I 
(real my pupils. Sir Robert Somerset and your Lady 
jnother, were amply satisfied with the account which his lorct- 
'ship ^ve of my diaracter; but with all this, in one point 
every man is vulnerable. No scholar can forget those lines 

• of t(0j)oet. 

Felieet ter^ d amplitu^ 

Q^uos irrupta tenti copula: neemalis 
J)iimlnu qiutrvmoniia 

Suprema eiiuu tobtet amor die^ 

' It hall been. my misfortune that I have felt them. 

*' You are not ignorant that I was known in the Brinieki 
fiimily, when I had the honour of conducting the Maiqu^i 
through Rus6ia. The Count's acoomplished kimrwoman, tha 
amiafie and learned widow of the Baron Surowkojff, even 
then took particular notice of me ; and when I returned with 
you to Petorsburgh, I did not find that my short absebce had 
obliterated me finin her memory, ' 
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**;Too an wbD. acquainted with the dignity of tbatr iady'* 
apinions on poUtical subjects j she and I coincide in aniour 
wr the cause ot insulted Kussia, and in hatred of that level-' 
ling power which pervades all Europe. Many have been the 
U>n^ and interesting conversations we have held on the prose-^ 
eaUon of those schemes, which her late husband had so 
principal a hand in laying, for the subversion of that miserap 
be kingdom in which you now are. 

. ^ The baroness, I need not observe, is as handsom&as she ia 
ingenious; her understanding is as masculine as her person ia 
Itrrelyt^ and I had been more or less than man, if I had not 
understood that my fifi;ure and talents were asreeable to her. 
I cannot say that she has absolutely promised me her hand; 
but die has gone as far that way, as delicacy would permit. 
X am thus circunistantia], Mr. bcsnerset, tashow you that I 
never proceed without proo£ She has repeatedly said in my 
presence, that she would never marry any man, imleas lie 
were not only well-looking, but of the profoundest erudition, 
united with an acquaintance with men and manners^ which 
none could dispute. '* Besides," added she, '* he must noft 
differ with me one tittle in politics, for on that head I hold mv« 
pelf second to no man nor woman in Europe." And then she 
has complimented me, by declaring, that I possessed the most 
judicious sentiments in government she had ever met with; 
that ahe should consider nerself happy, on die first vacancy, 
to introduce me at court, where she was sure the empress 
wo^ at onee discover the value of my talents: ** but,'' she 
continued, "in such a case, I will not allow that even her 
majesty shall rival me in your esteem." The modesty 
natural to my character, told me that these praises must have 
flon^ other source than my comparatively une<;^ual abilities ; 
and I unequivocally found it, in tne partiality with which her 
ladyship had condescended to regard me. 

"Was I to blame, Mr. Somerset? Would not any man of 
sensibility and honour have immediately cdinprehended such 
advances from a woman of her rank and reputation ? I couIq 
not be mistaken ; her looks and words needed no explanation 
which my judgment could not pronounce. Though I am 
Aware that 1 do not possess that hanen pwrpufeum jtnoeniaf 
which attracts every young uneducated woman, yet I am not 
fifty ; and 0om the baroness' singular behaviour, I had, every 
reason to expect handsomer treatment than she has,bee0 
pleaaed to dispense to me since my return. . . 

'^But to jvoceed regularly ; (I must beg your pardon fof 
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thawarmtla wfaiohhas earned me to tlv»-(£ta|reiUon;V7^a 
know, sir, that from the hour in which I hfuTthehoiioar'qf 
taking leave of your noble family in England^ I atrav« t^ 
impress upon your rather volatile mind, a just and aocuAt* 
conception ci the people among whom i wa» to oonduct ymi^ 
When I brought you mto this extensive empire, I left no jiaittv 
of mine unexerted, to heighten your respect, not only mt im 
amiable sovereign, but for all regal powers. It is thepropertif 
of genius to be zealous : I was so in favour of the pretensions 
ci the jgreat Catharine to that paltry country, to which sbii 
has deigned to offer her protection. To this zefed, and tof 
unfortunate, though honourable devotion, tp the wishes <^tlMI 
baroness, I am constrained to date my present dilemma. • 

*' When Poland had the insolence to rebel a^nst its illitf* 
trioas mistress, you remember that every man m Petersburgh 
Wss highly incensed. The Baroness SurowkofT declared h^ 
self frequently and with vehemence ; she appealed to me | 
my veracity and my principles were called forth^ and I toUA 
fessed that I thou^t every friend to the Czarina ought ttf 
take up arms against that ungrateful people. The Count 
Brinicki was then appointed to the command of the Russiiait 
forces; and her laayship, very unexpectedly on my par^ 
answered me by approving what I said : and saying, that or 
course I meant to K>[lowher cousin into Poland ; for mat even 
she, as a woman, was so earnest in the cause, that she wodfd 
•ccompany him to the frontiers, and there wait the result 

** What could I do? How could I withstand the expectsr 
tions of a lady of h«r quality, and one whom T believed loved 
me ? However, some time I did oppose my wish to obHge herj 
I urged my cloth, and how I should be able to account ror soeH 
a^e of conduct to the father of my pupil? The baroneoi 
ricticuled all these arguments as mere excuses; and ended with 
saying, ' Do as you please, Mr. Loflus. I have been deceived 
in your character; the friend of the Baroness Surowkoff-must 
be consistent ; h^must be as willing to fight for the cause h6 
espouses as to speak for it; in tms case, the sword must 
follow the oraticm, else we shall See Poland in die hands of a 
rabble.* 

"This deoided me.. I offered my services to the count, to 
Attend him to the field. He, and the younf lords persa<9ite4 
you to do the same ; and as I could not thimc of leaving yoUy 
when, your father had placed you under my charee, I wail 
pldasQia to find that my approval confirnie^ your wi3i td turn 
•oldler. I WW then unacquainted, Mr. Somerset, (for you did 
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asC tdl ne of H tin we w«re far adrtaeed into Poland,> wfdi 
Sir Robert's and toy lady's dislike of the army. Tins hat 
been a prime source of my error, and had I known Aelr 
repi^inance to your taking up arms, I belieTe that my duty 
wouM hsTe tiiomphed eTen over my derotion to the baroness ; 
but I have been bom under a melancholy horoscope ; nothin|f 
happens as any of my humblest wishes might warrant. 

"At the first onset of the battle, I became so suddenly ilL 
that I was oUiged to retire, or swoon upon the ground^ and 
on this unfortunlite event, which was completely unwielded 
on my part, (for no man can command the period of siolmess,) 
the Baroness has founded a contempt which has disconcerted 
all m^ schemes. Besides, when I attempted to remonstrate 
with ner ladyship on the promise, which, if not directly giren^ 
was implied, she laughed at me ; and when I persisted, all at 
onoe, li£e the rest of her ungrateful, undistiaguishing sex, ska 
burst into a thousand inTectives, and forbade me her house. 

*' What am I now to do, Mr. Somerset ? This inconsistent 
woman has betrayed me into conduct diametrically opposite 
to the commands of your family. Your father particularly 
desired that I would not suffer you to go either into Htmgary 
or Poland. In the last instance I hare permitted yon to dis- 
obey him. And my Lady Somerset, wno lost both her father 
and Inrother in different engagements, you tell me, had d^ 
dared, that she would never pardon the man who should ptft 
military ideas into your head. 

« Therefore, sir^ tliough you are my impil, I throw myself 
on your generosity. If you persist in acquainting your 
&mily wiUi llie late transactions of Zielime, and vour present 
residence in Poland, I shall finally be ruined. I snail not oniT 
forleit the good opinion of your fiither and mother, but througn 
their means, lose all prospect of any establishment in the rSh 
fivin^ of Scnnerset, whicn Sir Robert was so gracious as to 
promise me, on the demise of ithe present incumbent. Ycm 
faiQW, Mr. Somerset, that I ha^e a mother and six ststars ia 
Wiales^ whose entire support depends on my success in lifii ; 
if my promotion be stopped now, they must necessarily be 
lATonred in a distress tJiat makes me shudder. 

*^l cannot add more, sir ; I know your generosity ; and I 
therefore rest upon it. I shall detain the letter, which yoa 
did me the honour to enclose for my Lady Somerset, till I 
leceive your decision ; and ever whilst I liye, shall I henee- 
forth ramain firm to my old and favourite maxim, whidi I 
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hsin idqyted fiom Chat ^oriotis epistle of Horaeeto NtuhidM* 
PerhiRps you may not recollect the lines. Thay rum thusr 

' ^iUadmirari^pnpereseUuna^^vmieU 
Soiaque% qua posnifaeere and sufare beaittnu 

''I hare the honour to be, 
"Dear sir, 

" Your most obedient senrant, 

"Andrew Lorrmk 
^'Piienbufgh, S^fiember^ 1792. 

"P. S. Just as I was sealing this packet, the English 
ambassador forwarded me a short letter from your &ther, 
wherein he desires us to quit Russia immediately; and to 
saake the best of our way to England, where you are wanted 
on a most urgent occasion. He ezj^lains himself no fujrther ; 
only repeating his orders in express commands, that we set 
off mstantly. I therefore wait your directions." 

The whole of this epistle Tcrv much disconcerted Mr. 
Somerset. He had always guessed that the Baroness Surow- 
■koff Was amusing herself with his vain and pedantic preceptor { 
J>ut he had never entertained a suspicion that her ladyship 
.would have carried her pleasantry to so cruel an excess. hS 
saw clearly, that the fears of Mr. Loftus, with regard to the 
displeasure of his parents, were far from groundless; and 
therefore, as there was a probability from the age of Dr. 
Manners, who was upwatrds of eighty, and afflicted with the 
'djropsy, that the rectory of Somerset would soon become 
vacant^ he bought he had better oblige his poor governor, 
and presenne the secret for a month or two, than give him im 
JU> the chance of Sir Robert's indignation, which (he had rea^ 
son to believe, from the resolution with which he carried 
Ihreughall his determinations) would not much favour the 
aidiB orlenity. On these grounds, Pembroke resolved to write 
to Mr, LoAus, and ease the anxiety of his heart ; althoudi 
he ridiculed hia vanity, he could not help feeling some cotth 
passion for the affisctionate solicitude of a son and a brother • 
and as this Jast plea had won him, half angry, half grieveiif 
ami half laughing, he scribbled these hasty Imes, which ha 
iamMiately despatched by the courier. 
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''To VBK R<T. AflvsBw Lomie^ PrriiAtBiiiicB* 

** Upon my soul, sir, it is too bad ! I am to burn my lettert- 
i|nd go home ! what ean be the matter? what whiniudeal fit 
has seized <ny father, that I am recalled at a moment's notice 7 
Faith I am so mad at it, and his not choosing to assign any 
reason, but that he *duiru me to make tf^ bisi of iny umy to 
EngUmdf'' that I do not know how I might be tempted to act. 

'< Another thing! you beg that I will riot say a word of my 
ever havin? been in Poland ; and for that purpose you have 
withheld the letter which I sent to you to forward to my 
mother. One cause c^ my being here, you say, was your 
*ardinir in ike eaute of intuited. Rusiia; and yvit^haired^if 
thai levetHne power which pervades aB Europe. ' 

" Well, r grant it. I understood from you and Briiiicld, 
that you were leading me to march against a set of -violent,' 
discontented men of rank, who» in proportion as they were 
inflated with personal pride and insolence, despised their own 
order: and under the name of freedom -were introducing 
anarcny throughout the country whic& Catharine would hare 
gracioiuly protected. All this I find is fidse. But vou both 
may haye been misled ;. the Count, by interest; and you, by 
misrepresentation ; therefore, I do not perceiTe wny .yoo 
diould be in such a terror. The wisest man in the world 
may see through bad lights ; and why should you think that 
my fiither would never pardon your haying been so uoykiGky ? ' 

<' Vet, to satisfy your dread of such tidings ruining you * 
with Sir Robert, i will not be the first to tell him of oiir 
quixoting. Only remember, my good sir, though to ofolig^ 
3rou, I withhold all my letters to my mothes, and when t • 
arriye in England, shall lock up my lips from nientioning>> 
Poland, yet, poaitiyely, I win not be mute one day longer ' 
than that in which my father presents yoii with the hving OJT' 
Somerset; Asn you will be mdependsnt of his displeasure}- 
wgod I may and will deolaie my everlasting gratitude to this • 
ilfaistrious family. . . • •> ' . 

''Heig^ol I am half crazy when I think of learing them. ^ 
I most tear myself from this heayen on earth ! The dliys 
haye passed with me as minutes. Alas, cdas ! that I quit this> 
mansion of comfort and affection, to wander with you, in 
some rumbling old coach, ^over brake and throttgh , brier /* 
Welt, patience I Another such a drubbing given to my qnaiK 
dom friends th^ Russians, and with *vktury perched tuie an 
9^gff sn iheiy lameM Jbrovih' I n)&y have some tSkax^-ot^ 
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vooiqg the Sobie^kies to the baidu of the TbUMB. A* 

present I have not sufficient patience to keep me in good hiH 
Aour. 

** Meet me this day week at Dantzie : I shall there eodiNirk 
for England. You nad better not faring any of the servanta. 
with you ; Uiey might blab : discharge them at Petershurshy 
and hire others for yourself and me when you arrive at uie 
seaport. 

**l have the honour to remain, 
^'Dear sir, 

'< Your-most obedient servant, 

''PiMBftoKB SoMkasiT* 
^rUUmam, SepUmber, 1792." 

When Somerset joined his friends at supper, and imparted 
to them the commands of his father, an immediate change 
was produced on the spirits of the party. During the lamen-^' 
tations of the ladies, and the murmurs of the joung men, the 
countess tried to dispel the effects of the mformation, by 
addressing Pembroke with a smile and saying, "But we shall 
hope that you have seen enough at Villanow, to tempt you 
back again at no very distant period. Tell Lady Somerset 
that you have left a second mouier in Poland, who will long 
to receive another visit from her adopted son." 

"Yes, my dear madam,'* returned he, "and I shall hope 
before a very distant period, to see two kind mothers, united 
as intimately by friendship, as they are now in my heart" 

Thaddeus listened to all this with a saddened countenance. 
He had not been much accustomed to disappointment, and' 
his leelin^ when disturbed, hardly knew how to proportion 
the uneasiness to the privation. Hope, and all the huantiea, 
of youth flourished innis soul; his features eontinually glowed, 
with animation, while the gay beaming of his eyes ever 
answered to the smile on his ups. Hence, the slightest veer- 
ing on his mind was perceptible to the countess, ^o. turning 
round, saw him leanine back in the chair, with his ^urms 
-folded, and his colour heightened, whilst Pembroke, with^ 
mater force and vociferation, was running through various' 
invectives against the hastiness of his recaU. 

"Come, come, Thaddeus," cried he, and parting the thklr 
approaehin^ curl on his forehead, "let us Uiink no more of 
tms separation till it arrives. You know that antic^tion of 
evil is the death of happiness : and now it will be a kind of 
fokidflb ihoald we destioy the bows vhioh ve nwy jm' 
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Oijoy 4^tlker, in vain eomplainiii^ that they are too Boon 
to tanninate." 

.A little more exhortation froih the countess, and a maternal 
kiss, which she imprinted on his cheek, restored him to cheer- 
ftdneaa; and the eTening paased away pleasanter than H had 
portended. 

Mnch as the palatine esteemed Pemhroke Somerset, his 
mind was too dee^r absorbed in the losses of his oountiy to 
attend to less considerable cares. He beheld the republic on 
the rei^ of destruction, with firmness and inaignationi' 
awaiting; the earthquake which tiras to ingulph it in the 
Belabouring nations. He saw the storm Approaching ; but 
hie determined, whilst there remained even one spot of Tantage 
ground above the general wreck, that Poland should yet have a 
name and a defender. These thoughts possessed him, these 
plans engaged him ; and he had not leisure to regret pleasure 
iHim he was struggling for existence. 

The empress continued to pour her armies into the heart of 
the kingdom. The king oi Prussia boldly flyin|; from his 
treaties, refused his succour ; and the emperor ofGennany, 
following the example of so ereat a prince, did not blush to 
show that his word was equcQly contemptiUe. 

Whilst the Russians were making their advances with 
sword and rapine, Frederick openly avowed his designs to be 
in concert with Petersburgh; ana Poland accordingly was 
attacked on every quarter. Continual despatches arrived^ 
that the villages were laid waste ; that neither a^, nor sex, 
nor situation, prevented their unfortunate inhabitants fVom 
becoming the victims of cruelty ; and that all the frontier 
provinees were in flames. 

The Diet was called, and the debates agitated with all the 
anxiety of men who are met to decide on their dearest - inte- 
rests. The feelings of the benevolent Stanislaus bled at the 
dreadful picture of his people's sufferings ; and hardly able to 
BBstrain nis tears, he answered the animated exoroxiims of 
Sobieski for resistence to the last, with an appeal immediately 
to his heart. 

•<What is it you urge to do, my lord?" said he. "Was 
H'noito secure tne happmess of my subjects that I laboured? 
and ^ding that impracticable, what advantage would it b^ 
to theiis, mould I pertinaciously oppose their small numben 
•gainst the aec^onulated hordes of the north? What Is mf 
fcttgdom but the comfort of my people? What will it K7m 
mtf to sea thvax W around me, nan by man, and the few 

5* 
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tkat remaitt^ liaiigiiig in speechleM toiKow over dicdr ffwmt 
Such a sight would break my heart. Poland, witm>ot it» 
people, vcnild be a desert ; and I, rather a hermit than a kin^.** 

In vain the palatine combated this alignment, and the qoiet 
that a peace would now afford, by dodaring it could only b» 
temporary. In vain he told his majesty, that he would jpui^ 
eh|iiS9 safety for the preflenA race, at the ^ast expense, or not 
qoil y the UberCy of posterity, but of its probity and happiness. 

'^However you disguise slaTcry,'* cried he, **it is uaTsry 
•till. Its chains, though wreathed with roses, not only fasteil 
on the body, but rivet on the mind. They bend it mm tim 

Sroudest viriue, to a debasement beneath calculatioiL They 
iagraoe honour ; they trample upon justice. They transfbm 
the legions of Home intio a band of sinsersk They prostrate 
the w>ns of Athens and of Sparta at the feet of cowaros* Th«v< 
make man abjure his birthright, bind himself to another's will^ 
and give that into a tyrsuit^s hands, which he received as a 
deposit from heflven, aisreaaon, his conscience, and his soul. 
Think on this, and Uien, if yon can, subjugate Poland to her 
enemies." 

Stanislaus, weakened by years, and impelled by diaappointi^ 
ment, now only wished to save his subjects 6rom immediate 
outiage. He returned no answer, but with streaming eyes, 
bent over the table, and annulled the glorious constitution of 
1791 ;, then, with emotions hardly short of agony, he signed 
tl^ oirder presented by the Russian officer, wmch dir^sted 
prince Poniatowski to deliver the army under his oonmnand 
Into the hands of general Brinicki. 

As the king put his signature to these papers, Sobieski, 
who had so strenuously withstood each design, started fron^ 
his ohair, bowed to his .sovereign, and in silence left the apart- 
nient. ■ Prince Sapieha,.and several other noblemen foUowttil 
him.. 

These pacific measures did not meet with better trMSment 
from without. When they -were noised abroad, an ft V *« 7f pttm e 
commotion aroise among the inhabitants of Waxftav; ani, 
nearly four thousand men, of the first families in the republic^ 
assembled themsebjes in the park of V illafiow, wheMr Ahey 
immediately resolved,^ that if necessary, they alona ^vonlA 
resist the power of their combined ravagers to the utjtovQidft* 
The prince Sapieha, Kosciuszko, and Sobieski, wene the (a9k 
who took the oath of eitrwU fiddiiy to Poland s an4 thr^T; 
Mhoinistec^i^ to Thaddeus^ who kx^eeUng dowii txi^ai m 
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blM^Ti^ to lieur him, as he swore to asaert thelrMdom of hia 

eomitnr to ^the last gasp of its existence. 

hi the midst of these momemtous affurs, Pembroke Smmg* 
9et bade adieu to fais friends ; and set sail with kia ^vemor 
from Dantxic for England. , 



CHAPT£R Y. 

_ * 

Tbose winter months, which before this y;e8r had baeii tA 
Tillanow the season for cheerftibiess and iestiyittr, now railed 
away in the sad pomp of national debates and military asiram 
blies. 

Prussia usurped the best part oi Pomerelia^ and garriaooed 
il^*with troops ; Catharine declsured her dominion over the rtM 
tract of Icmd that lies between the Dwina and Boi^y^stenes : wad 
Frederick William marked down another sweep of Polaadi 
to follow the fate of Dantzic and Thorn. 

Calamities, and insulte, and robberies, were heaped, day 
after day, on the defenceless Poles. The deputies of Iba 

Krovince were put in prison ; and the Russian ambassador 
ad the insolence even to intercept proTisions for the king'f 
table, and apprtrpriate them to his own. Sobieski remonstra* 
ted with his excellency on this outrage, who incensed at tha 
reproof, and irritated at the sway which the palatine still 
held at court, ordered that his extensive estates m IJUiuania 
and Podolia should be sequestered, and divided between ibw 
of the Russian generals. 

In Tain the '^Uanow confederation endeavoured to remon- 
strate with the empress. Qer ambassador not only refused 
to forward the despatches, but threatened the nobles, that 
"if they did not comply with every one of his demands, he 
would niy all the estates, possessions, and habitations of the 
members of the Diet undier an immediate military executiaBb 
Nay^ punishment should not stop there, for should thi» kiag 
continue, (as he i?u9w appeared so much inclined) to join the 
^obieski party, Jthe royal domains should not only be traiktMl 
with the same rigpur, out some harsher means were ihreaGty 
Revised to bpring; them and their proud aoyereigft into ind>jp6> 

^Iliese menaces were of a nature too degmdinff to hava ainr^ 
^er effect on the Po tep. thaor that of giving uem a fir«sL 
fpor to W leabliite. with the same firmnaM Ihey rcfolaed 
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vtmilar fobnittatiokis fiom the Pruasian ambanadc^ j admI Wit& 
A coldness that Was only eqtlallcd by their intrepidity, tl^e/ 
prepared to resume their arms. 

The imoleiit Russian finding his threats ut^eeded^ next 
morning surrounded the building where the confederation sat* 
with two battalions of grenadiers and four pieces of cannon t 
the disposition made, he issued' orders, that no Pole should 
be permitted to go out^ on pain of instant death. General 
Rautenfeld, with the* Officers of' me division, were set over 
the person of the kin^;, who was present ; they declared, they 
%o(ild not stir till his majestV' and the Diet heid given am 
>nnaniinouseonsent to the full length of the empress^ comr 

nMUlflHS* 

The Diet set forth the unlawfulness of siening any treaty, 
when Uiey were thus held from the freedom of will and 
debate, by the presence of an intimidating force. They 
urged that it was hot legal to enter into deliberation, when 
AK-T violent act had rfeciently been exerted agaiiist an indi-» 
vidual of their body ; and how could they do it now, when 
ihey were deprived of five of their principal members, whopn 
the ambadsaaor well knew he had ordered to be arrested in 
their way to the senate ; Sobieski and four of his friends as 
the members most inimical to the wishes of Russia, were these 
five. In vain their liberation was required: Rautehfeld, 
enraged by the pertinacity of this opposition, repeated the 
former threatenine;8, with the addition of more, and deda- 
red that tH^ shouM certainly take place, if the Diet did not, 
directly* ana unconditionally, sign the pretensions both ofihlf 
court, and that of Prussia. 

After a hard contention of many hours, the members at las^ 
agreed among 'themselves, to make a solemn public protest 
against the present tyrannous measures of tlie Russian am** 
bassador ; and, seein? that any attempt to inspire him even 
with decency was useless, they determined to cease all debat^ 
aMd keej) a profound silence, when the marshal ^ould pro- 
pose diat i>roject in demand. 

This sorrowful sflence was commenced in resentment, an4 
aetained through despair : this sorrowful silence was ciEJle^ 
by their usurpers, a cbivsent ^ this sorrowful silence is held un 
to the world and to posterity, as a free cession of the H^oles at 
all those rights which they received from nature, and de&l^- 
ed with th& blood. ' ' . ' '. : . 

' The momlDg after this dreadM day tlie senate m^t at qqa 



flf lfc«i]riiR»le nalaices, ajid ladigaaat aod brofenB hflHU^ (|»» 
liTttTMl Um foUowkig d^larAiioa to the people : 

"Tlie tXel of Poland, hemmed in by foreign troopa, a«d 
loenayced with an inva^oa £rom the Prussian ann^, which iB 
to be attended with universal devastation and ram ; finally, 
insulted by a thntiiinnd oatrages, have been forced to witness 
the signing of a treaty with Frussia. 

** Ta/^j did endeavour to have added to the twaty some eon* 
ditions, to which they supposed the lamentable state oi thii 
ooontry wocdd have extortiBd an aonmcsctnee eren from tha 
heart of power, but the Diet was deoaived ; they found tha 
power unaocompanied by humanity ; and that Prussia^ having 
thrown his victim to the ground, would not refrain from enjoy* 
JOK themiasrahb satisfiiiction of tmropliw' upon har neck, 

"The Diet confides in the justice of Poland; confides la 
her belief^ that they would not abandon the citadel which she 
has reposed in their keeping? her preservation is dearer ta 
them tnan their lives ; but fate seeqas to be on the side of their 
destroyer. Fresh insults have been heaped upon thai? heads» 
and new hardships have been imposed upon them^ To pce« 
vent all deliberations on this debasing treaty, they are not 
only surrounded by foreign troops, and dared with hostila 
messages, but they have been violated by the arrest of their 
prime members, whilst those who are still suffered to possets 
a personal freedom, have the heaviest shackles laid upoa thehr 
nunds. 

''Therefore, I, the kine of Poland, enervated by i^ tad 
sinkiiw^ UJvier the accumulated weight of so many affljtctaoDft 
and abo^ we, the members of the Diet, declare, that being 
unable, even or the sacrifice of our existence, to relieve our 
country from toe yoke of its oppressors, consign it to posterity. 

''In another age, ineaas may one day be &iJiA$ to rescue it 
from chains and misery i but such means are not in our powan 
QCber conntries neglect usk Whilst they reprobate the vidjac 
tions which a neighbouring nation is alicgod to iuKfe eommiu. 
tad against rational liberty, they can see, not only with apathy, 
hnt with approbation^ the ravages whieh are now desolftling 
Poland* I^osterity must avenge it; we have done* We 
accede, for thfl reason above mentioned, to the treaty laid hc^< 
ftra US, though we declare it to be contrary to our widic^, U^ 
oqracntiniems, ai^ to our rights." 

Thu«| inlfovemberi^ 1793, compressed to one fourth of har 
^raenaiona, within the lines of demarcation drown by her 
«MB4ifV^Pol«nd mw stripped of her cank inGnropci the InadA 
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of Imt BoblOT giren to strangers, and her citizens left to stttfre 
for want of bread. Ill fitted nation ! Posterity will weep orer 
thy- wrongs; whilst the burning blush of shame that their 
fitUiers witnessed such wrongs unmoved, shall cause their bit- 
ter tears to blister as thej fall. 

' Durine these transactions, the Countess Sobieski continued 
in solitude at Villanow, awaiting with awfiil anxiety the ter- 
mination of those portentous eyents, which so deeply involved 
her own comforts with those of her country. Her mther was ' 
in prison ; her son at a distance with the army. Sick at heart, 
she saw the opening of that spring, which might only be the 
commencement of a new season of injuries > and her fears 
were prophetic. 

Those Bokiiers who had dared to retain their arms in thar 
hands, were again ordered by the Russian ambassador to lay 
them down. Some few, thinking denial vain, obeyed ; but 
those of bolder spirits followed Thaddeus.Sobieski into south 
Prussia, whence he had directed his steps immediately on the' 
arrest of his grandfather, and had gathra^, and kept together, 
A handful of brave men, still faithful to their liberties. Indeed 
his name alone had collected numlilers around him in tveiy 
district through which he marched. Persecution from their' 
adversary, as weU as admiration of Thaddeus, gave a resistless 
power to his appearance, look, and voice ; all which, had such 
an effect on Uiis afflicted people, that they crowded to his 
standard by hundreds : whilst their lords, haying caucht fire 
from the blazing ardour of the young Count, ebmmitted theih- 
flehres, without reserve, to his sole judgment and command. 
The empress, hearing this, ordered Stanislaus to command 
him direetly to disbajui his troops t but the king neftising, she' 
auanented the strength of her own fOrees ; and enraged ttt^ 
audi ttobbom resistance, renewed the war ^th redoubled. 
botron. 

' The palatine remained in confinement, hopeless of obtaining 
irijMun wiUiout the aid of stratagem. Tne emissaries of Cath- 
«na* w^n too well aware of his interest^ to give flreedom to so' 
IKtive an opponent ; however, this patriotic viedm to vindie^ 
live tyranny, received every consolation which a bravie man 
<Bau MM, (lus own ansis being tied from serving his country,) iik- 
tbeinfonoiatiOQ which he hourly lenmt of hisTailoni, <* that his' 
jgrandaon was continuing to carry himself with such insolent 
opposition in the south, that it would be vffXt if tht empreBa^ 
at th« termination of matters, allowed him to ed^ape with hi« 
Uff^^ Brtiy repmcb vMch ww lerelldd at ih^ faltHnM^" 
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fmaiyif^»hrw»^hyaofaiopdmcooqv^ and 

instead of pemuttiBgUieii JNremeditMd meiice id tak0 effetSC 
bgr ituimidatiiig his fige or alarming; liis affectioii, he told th* 
Koasian officer, whoae daily office it was to attend and (or* 
ment him, that if his grandson were to lose his head for 'fidelitv. 
to Poland, he would almost as readilj follow him to the scaK> 
fold, as witness him entering the .streets of Wfeursaw with all 
ttussia at his chariot wlieels : ^ the only difference ih my. 
emotions would be,** continued Sobieski, " thai as the ml 
cannot happen till all tirtne be dead in this land, I shoidd leel 
his last gasp, as the last sign of- that yirtue which found ft 
tiiumph even under the axe. For the second, it would be m 
joy unutterable to behold the Tictory of justice orer rapine 
and murder I But, either way, he is still the same ; ready to 
die, or ready to live for his country; and ec^ually worthy of 
the eternal halo with which posterily will encircle his name." 

Indeed the accounts whicn had anlTed fitHtt tfaisyoungsol* 
dier^ who had lately formed a junction wicH generallToaoinsrico^ 
were in the highest degree formidable to tM oocdasced powenk 
They had gained a considerable advantage .over the Prussiana 
in several places, and were advancing towards Inowlotz, when 
a large and fresJi body of the enemy appeared in their rear. 
The troops who were on the opposite bank of the river, whom 
the Poles were driving befwe uiem, on sight of this reukforQi&' 
ment, suddenly rallied ; and as a mean of retardinff the ap« 
nroach of theur punpiers, and insuring thcar probuile deleat 
nrom the army m view, they broke down the wooden bridge 
which might have brought tnem over. The Poles were* for 
some time at a stand, ^osciuszko proposed swimming the 
river; but owin£ to the recent heavv rains^ it was so swoUen 
and rapid, that Uie young men to whom ho mentioned it, tei^ 
lified by the blackness and dashing of the water, diisw bade* 
The general perceiving their paaie, called Thaddeus to him, 
and both together they plun^ into the stream. The rest 
now ashamed of their hesitation) tried who could first fettow 
this example ; and after hard buffeting with the wane, thA 
whole iarmy gained the opposite shore. The PrussiaBS in thitt 
rear, incapable of the like intrepidity> halted i and tiiose in 
the van, intimidated by the dauntless courage of their adyer^ 
saries, concealed themselves amidst the thickets of an adjoin* 
iU£rralley» 

The Poles proceeded towards Cracow^ canying redrsosaild 
protection to the provinces through which they nMurehed. Bui 
|}iey had barely rested two days in that sity, befose despa t e h ea 
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^Nn iweiiwi, Oiat Warmw was iyinr at llie lUMcy cfTc^^ 
Brbiicki. No time eovkl be loot; oAcen and men m4 mI 
«lMif livee ia ikt cauae, and reoomineiiced their tolla with a 
pa r eeii w atce whieh brooghi them befsn the capital en the 
aUeteenth of ApriL 

Things were evett in « won&atate than Koaesneeko had ex- 
pected. The Rustian ambassador, with his usual arrogance^ 
had demanded the surrender of Uie national aroenal| sab* 
aeribing his orders wi A a threat, that wfaicheyer of the mriblea 
aheuld piesume to dispute his authoritjr, should be arrested 
and put to death ; and as to the people, if they dared to mur^ 
«ur, he would immediately oommand ^netaf Brinicki to lay 
the dty in ashes. None ctoubted the smeerity of nhis barb»t 
rian ; for there were many in the senate who reoc^lected, that 
when the nation was at war with them, two and thirty yeara 
before, nine Polish lords were sent into Warsaw with both 
hands lopped oiF; and that for thia mutilation, thev had to 
•eeuse the Ruasian general, who had acted the double part of 
judge and ezecutioBer. When the Poles remembered thia 
matanoe of crueltj^, which the eourt of Fetersburgh had heai^ 
without eondemning it, they eo«dd not anticipate any hu* 
mantty for themselves. 

The king remonstrated agtunst these oppressions ; and to 
**pmm^ tmM nrmmpHan^*^ Uiis proper representatiTe of the 
ia^perial Catnarine, commanded that his majesty's ganrisoU 
ana guards should be instantly broken and disperMd. At tha 
first attempt to execute this mandate, the people flew in crowds 
to» the palace, and on their knees implored Stanialatts for per- 
miaaioii to avenge the insult offered to his troops. His majesty 
looiked at them with pity, gratitude, and anguii^ ; at last, in 
a utim of agony ^at was wrune from his tortured heart, he 
aameved, *'Qoand defend your honour!" The army of Koa- 
ctoacko marched into the town time enough to jmn tne armed 
citizena ; and that day, after a dreadAil conflict, in whidi the 
atreets ware atr ewad with the killed, Warsaw was rescued 
fram tha immediate ^sp of Russia. During the fight, the 
lung^ who was alone mono of the rooms of his palace, sunk 
ahnost flirating on the floor ; he heard the mingung clash of 
anns, the roar of musketry, and the cries and groans of the 
eanbalanla; luin seemed no longer to hover over his kingdom, 
but V> have pounced at once upon her prey. At every renew- 
ed' akout wkasHx followed each pause in the firing, he eznected 
llto*next moment to see his palace gates burst open, and himr 
mH thtB uidiMd, made a willing sacrifice to the fdry of hit 
ailanues* 
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Wfaibt ht was yet npttft his 1mee», petilMiiBA^ HHt god of 
iMittie for a little fiuther respite fr<mi the last calamity vbidi 
WBa doomed to oTerwfaefan deroted Poland, rnrnddeoB So^ 
hieaki, pantiAg with heat and toil, flew into the room, and 
brfore he could speak a word, was clasped in the arrna of the 
■{gitatod Stanislaus. 

** Are my peofrfd safe t" asked the king. 

"Yes, my liege," returned Thaddeus, " andrietoriotia.' The 
Ibnign enaras are beaten from the palace ; your own havo 
resumedtheir station at the gates." 

At this assurance, tears of joy ran over iht yenerable cheeks 
of his majesty ; and again embracing his yoan^ deliverer, he 
said, '*I thank heaven, that my unhappy country is not bereft. 
of aU hope. Whibt KoBciuszko, and a Sobieski live, she wiU 
not quite despair," 
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Tha]>dvv8 was not less eager to releaso hi* grandfiither 
than he had been to relieve the anxiety of his sovereign. He 
iMstened, at the head of a few troope, to the palace ^wmch was 
the prison of Sobieski, and gave him liberty, amidst the acela^ 
matioBs of his soldiers, who united in geneml demonstrations 
of joy at the sight o€ their veteran commander. 

The universal gladness for these prosperous evetfts, did not 
iMt for many days ; it was speedily^terminated by the' inform' 
Batioa, that Cracow had surrendered to a PltBsian force und^ 
general Yan-Elsner ; that the king of Prussia was dOraibcmg 
towards the capital : and the Russians, more^ iii)placa$>le iii 
consequence of the late treatment which- their ^rilson had 
leoelved at Warsaw, were pouting into the eoontry lik6 ft 
deluge. 

At this news the consternation became di*eadfhl. 'Rie P6^ 
hnesearmy, worn with fotigue and long services, were with*' 
oat clothing, anmiunition, or in any way^ ti^oept oourage| 
fitted lor the fiekl. - 

Hie treasury was exhausted, and no means oif raising tt 
snpplv seemed practicable. The provinces were laid waste,' 
and the city had been already drained of it« last dii^at.. !n 
tins exigency^ hopeless of devising any expedient for clvenoi 
temporary succour, a council met ixi' his majesty's piHhitt 
cabinet, to consult about obtaeung rssouitesi The^'deboCV 

6 
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^as as dmpoudine aa their anuBtioni till TlwddeiK SkAM^ 
who had been a suent obsenrer) rose from' hi^ seat ; and <w liiJati 
the blush^ of awe and eagerness crin^spned his -cheek, he adrr 
vanced towards Stanislaus, and taki^g fijom bis neck UMli 
other parts of his dress, those magnifieent jewels which it : 



customary always to wear in Uie presence of the-kiiig,tj|i| 
knelt down, and laying them at the- feet of his maM6ty,'wR 
in a Bi]^pi»88ed ▼oi'Qe, " These are trifles ; but amax as Uiey 
are^ and all of the Uke kind whiph I possess, I bei9ee9h. yovft 
majesty to appropriate to the public service." .. .- •-: 

^* Noble young manl'* cried the king, lifting him from the 
ipround, " you have indeed taught me a lesson : I aeeept tftddftf 
jewels witn gratiiude. Here," said he, turning to w t^eft-. 
surer, "put them into the national fund) and let tbem'bf.fol<^ 
lowed by my own, with my plate, which I desiire may te 
instantly sent to the mint. One hAlf ef it the army shall hare ; 
the other we must expend ingiYiiig sohie little support to the 
surviving families of those who have fallen in our defence." 

The palatine, who thanked his grandson ifor his generoiui 
warmth, readily united with him in the surrender of all theiir 
personal property, for the benefit of their country. : Aoeoidihe 
to their example, the treasury was filled with gmtuities'iceiD 
the npbles; and the artay newly equipped, rohrched out iat 
high spirits* 

The Countess had a third time to bid adieu to a son, who 
was become as m\ich the idpl of her reason, as before he had 
been of her love. In proportion as glory surrouniled him, and 
danger courted his. steps, the strings of affection drew hiori 
closer to )x6f Sbul; .the "atpiring biood*^ of the Sobieskiea^ 
which beat in her veins, could not dull the feeHng^ that die 
was a parent : that the spring of her existence now fiowedlt 
from that fountain wkich had drawn its souree from her* Hee 
anxious and waiting heart paid dearly in tears lutd deepleoa 
nights, for the honour with which she was saluted at. every? 
turning as the mother of Thaddeus ; that Thaddeus, who was 
not more the soul of council and the sinew of war, than fad 
was to her the gentlest, the d.earest^ the moat amiable of sans^ 
It matters little to the uhdistinguishing bolt of earfiagOi wh»« 
ther it strikes common breasts, or those rare hearts, whioee 
course is usually as brief as it is dazzblie ; the leaden mesa 
senjger of death banquets as sullenly on the bosom of a hkaoii 
as u it had lit upon more vul^ prey : all is levelled tc tin 
chance of war^ which comes like a whirlwind of the desert,- 
mattering mm and beast ia ooe wide ruin. : <r . 
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-' - Btich thoughts as these possessed the melancholy rereriat 

of the Countess Sobieski, from the hoar in which die saw 

Thaddeus and his grandfather depart for Cracow, until she 

'heard it was retalccn, and the enemy defeated in many hattlei. 

'Warsaw was again bombarded; and again Kosciuszko, 

with the palatine and Thaddeus, preseiTed it from destruo- 

tion. In short, wherever they moved, this dauntless little 

army carried terror to their adversaries, and diffused hope 

among the homes and hearts of their countrymen. 

They next turned their course to the relief of Lithuania,; 
hat irfiilst they were on their route thirJier, Uiey received in- 
telligence that a detachment from thcii; body having been 
-beaten by the Russians under Suworrow, that general, elated 
with his success, was hastening forward to atts^ the capital. 

Kosciuszko resolved to prevent him: and as a mean, he 
proposed to give inunediate battle to Ferfen, cmother com- 
mander, who was on his mai'ch to form a Junction with the 
victoiious Russian. , To this effect, Kosciuszko divided his 
foroes } half of them, under the conmiand of Prince Ponia- 
towski, were to pursue Suworrow, and keep a watchful eyis 
over his motions ; whilst he with the remainder, to the amount 
of six thousand men, accompanied by the two Sobieskies, 
should proceed towards Brzesc. 

It was on the tenth of October. The weather being fine, a 
cloudless sun diffused life and brilliancy through the pure air 
of a keen morning. The vast green plain before them glit- 
tered with the troops of ?ener£u Ferfen, who had alreadj^ 
arranged them in order of b&ttle. 

• ^he word was given. Thadd6us, as he drew his sabr^ 
from its scabbeutl. raised, his eyes, to implore the iustice of 
heavrai on tliat day's events. Th^ attacK was made. The 
.poles kept Iheir station on the height^. Twice the Russians 
ra^ed en them like woIve3, and twice they repulsed them b^ 
their steadiuess. Conquest declared for Poland. Thaddeus 
waa seen in every part of the field. But relnibreements pourl 
-«d in to the suppbrt of Ferfen, and war raged in neV horrotk 
-Btill Uie eourege of the Poles was unabated. I%)bieski; ^hd 
iBg at the head of the infhntry, would not recede one ^t J 
•iM Koeeiuszko, exhorting his men to be resolute, apfje'ared 
in the hottest' parts of the oattle. ''^ 

At one of these portentoui^ moments, Thaddeus saw th^ 

Sumi struggling with his charger, which had been shot.iind^ 
IB; he immediately galloped to his assistance, andg^vin^ 
bim tmather, remmned and fought by his side, tiU'W^em 
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two mpr^ horses share the same fate ; and on his ji^tft dbsrgey 
^osciusKko himself dropped back on his saddle. ' Thaddeus 
caught him in his arms, and finding that a Cossac had stabbed 
him in the back, he unconsciously uttered a groan of dismay. 
'The surrounding soldiers took the alarm, and "Kosciusko, 
our general, is killed !" was echoed from rank to rank with 
such piercing shrieks, that the wounded hero opened hiseyes, 
and was preparing to speak to his young friend, when tn^ 
Hussian chasseurs, in the same moment, made a cut at the^ 
both. . 'The sabre struck the exposed head of Kosciuszko, who 
fell 'alinost lifeless to the ground ; and Thaddeus reoeiyed Ml 
"gash in his shoulder, which knocked him off his horse* 

The conflict thickened oyer the fallen general : the conster- 
nation how became uniyersaJL for groans of despair seemed to 
issue fron^ the whole army. Thaddeus with difficulty extri- 
cated himself from the bodies of the slain ; and fighting his 
way throiigh the throng of the enemy whicli pressed around 
him, he joined his terror-stricken comrades, who, in the wild- 
est confusion, were dispersing under a heayy fire, to the riffht 
and left, and flying like frightened deer. In yain he caUeff |o 
.them, in yain he ui^ed them to avenge the fall of Kosciuszko^; 
'the panic was complete, and they flSl. 

^ Aunost alone, in the rear of his soldiers, he.opposed with 
his single and desperate arm, party after party of the enemy, 
tjll a narrow stream of Muschayez stopped his retreat. Tub 
waters were crimsoned with blood, tie f>lunged in, aiidy 
^beating the blushing wave with his left arm, in a few seconds 
l^aineathe opposite bank; where, fainting from fatigue and 
loss of b)ood, ]bi£ sunk, ahn^ist deprived of sense, amidst a heap 
of the killed. ' 

When the pursuing squadrons had ealloped by him, h» 
again summoned stren^h to look around. He raised himself 
l£rom the, ground, and by the help of his sword, on which ho 
leaned, -supported his steps a few paces further, but, good 
God 1 what was the shock he received, when the Weeding and 
lifeless blody of his ^grandfather lay before him ! He stood for 
a jfew mpmepts moUonless^ and without sensation ; then knee^ 
in^down by his side, whilst his heart feit as if it wete palsied 
wi,th death, he searched for the wounds of the palAtine« Thtif 
were numerous and deep. He would have torn away thii 
hsndJEerchicf lyith which he had s(,aunched his own blood, to 
have AppHod it to that ofjiis grandfather, but by so doing, h» 
inu^tiiaye disabled himself from giving him further assistance) 
})e. tObk.hls ssisti and neckdoth) and when they were iiunifi» 
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linil, Kb refet'the linen frcm his breast ; Uwn hasteiiini|»>tott]i^ 
viver, livougiitalitUe water in kis cap, and threw some faf-its 
stained drops on Lhe pale featnres of Sobieriti. The Tentorafale 
-hero opened his eyet ; in* a minute afterwards he mefwiised 
ithat^ it >was his g^randson who knelt by hhn. The palatine 
pressed his hand, which was cold as ice: the marble- lips af 
Thaddeus could not moTe. 

^ My son," said the veteran, in a low Toiee^ *' heaven -hsidi 
•led you- here to receive the last sigh of your-grsiidlather.'' 
^Thsiddeus : trembled ; the palatine continued, "Carry nhy 
blessing to your mother ; and bid her seek eoRifort in the-eon- 
tbolnCions of her God. May that God preserve yon 9 ever 
remember that you are his servant ; be obedient tahimf and 
as I have been, be faithful to your countnT.** 

** May God so Uess me 1" aied Thadaeus^ luting his eytB 
to heaven. ' \ 

** And ever remember," ^d the palatine,- raising his head, 
• whic& had dropped on the boscmi of his grandson, <*that y<ra 
are a Sobieski t It is my dying command, you never take any 
other name." 

"I promise." 

Thaddeus could say no more, for the counteiMnGe of his 

- grandfather became altered ; his eyes closed ; Thaddeus osugfat 
him on his breast. No heart beat against his ; all waS' still 
and cold. The body dropped from his arms, and' he siMk 
se nsoltft s by his side. . . j 

When sensation returned to him, he looked np« The siky 
was shrouded in cloudy which a driving wind- was blewing 
'from the orb 6f the moon, as a few of her white vavs, here and 
there, gleamed- on the wessons of the slattghtem soldi^ai' 

The scattered- sei^iies of Thaddeus slowly reonOectedi «heM* 
selves. He was now lying the only living creatnrs amiifet 
thousands of the dead, who the preceding night had been^ilike 
himself ■ alive to %ll the consciousness of existence. His ri^^ht 
hand rested on the chilled face of his granc^&^oi' i it was wet 
witifi dew ; he shuddered ; and taking hts own cloak from his 
shoulders, laid it oy&t the body. He would have said, as he 
did it, ^Somy father, I would have sheltered th^ilifh with the 

- saerifioeolniyown;'' but the words ch^ced iivhis throat f and 
he sat watching by the ecnrpse till the day dawned, and* the 
Poles returned to bury their skin* 

The wretched Thaddeus was discovered by a putT of Ifis 
•wn faussarsy sented on a ^lo mound of^firthi ilvith the cald 
]pand of Sobieski gras])ed in his. At this sights t^isoMitts 

0* 



vtCered »eiy «f hdrrar* Thaddeus roM ttps **Mf McoSbJP 
■aid he^ *' I thank God thai you are come I Aanat me to bear 
my daar grandfather to the camp.^ 
Astoniahed at hia eomposure^ Mit diatreaaed at the deatll- 

-lika hue 6f hia oountenanoe, they obeyed hini in moumfiil 
aUence,.and laid the reraaina of the palatine upon a bier which 
they formed with their sheathed aabrea^ then gently zaiaing It, 

' ihey retrod iSbekt atepa to the camp ; having left a oetaehment 

'to aceonpliah -the duty for which they had quitt«d it. - Thad- 
daua, haraly Ibblerto support his weakened fipame, mottmed^ 

-korae^ and »>ttowed' the melancholy proeession. 

Geneca] Wawraecki, on whom the commandhad devolved, 

• feeing the party return sp soon, and in such an ocder,* eent an 
aid-de-eamp to ifiquire< the reason. He oame. haek with 1 de- 
jection, in. hi* faesy and infanaed th» conmlander that the brave 
paJatine of Masovia, whom they supposed had .been tak«Ki 

,|ariaDner with hia f;tandson aiid ICOseMiaako^ had been killed, 
>«nd was supiproaahmg thelinee on the arms of hia aoldieia. 
.1/^awzaecHiy- though glad to hear that Thaddeua was. alive 
and at liberty, turned round to conceal his teard ; then caUing 
out a guard, he marched at their head, to meet thecortMBe of 
^his illuatrisus friend. 

Therbier wai^ clu*ned into the general's tent. Ajbl aid-de- 

!camp, v^hh aeme- gentlemen of the faculty, were ordered to 

.attend Thaddeua to his quactera; but the young Count, 

though scarcely able to stand, appeared to linger; iad hold* 

•ilig last by thd ai'm of An officer, he looked steadfastly on the 

'body. Wawrzecki understood his hesitation. He preaaed 

.lusnanki; ^Fear not^my dear sir," said h^ " every nonov 

shall be paid io.ihe remains, of your noble gmndfather.** 

' Thaddeua bowed his head, and was supported out of the tent 

• to his own. ... 

Hia wounds^ of which., he had received, several, were not 

• deep; and mij^ht have been of little consequence, had not hia 

• thoughta cpntmually hovered about his mother, and painted 
' IwrflSUetions^when she.^ould be informed of the. lamentable 

events of the laat day's battle. These reflections, awake, or 
in a slumber^ (fiw he never slept,) possessed his mind^ and 
aven while his wounds were heaUng, ]»^uced such an jrrit»- 
tio|i in hisbiood as hourly tiireatened a fever. 

Things were in this situation when the aurgeon, withi a 
iUetetattng oount<inanoe, pot a letter from the Countess into 
.his hoind. Ha opened it, and.reiui with bteatU^w atixietgr* 

• thnio linii ; ..*'•. .. .^ « .: 
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** To Traddevb, Cooirr Sob»bski« 

''Console yourself my most precious eon, eonsole yooraclf 
for my sake. I have seen Colonel Lomza, and I have beard 
■U the horron which took place on the tenth of tlus monliu 
I ha^e heard them, and I am yet alive : I am resigned : Vmt 
he tells me that you are wounded. Oh ! do not let me be also 
bereft of my son I Remember, that you were my dear sainted 
fiithet's darling'; remember, that as his representative, you. 
are to be my consolation ; in pity to me, if not to our suffering 
country, preserve yourself, to be at least the last comfort that 
heaven will spare to me. I find that all is lost to Poland, as 
well as to myself; that when my glorious father fell, and his 
iriend with him, the republic became extinct. «rhe Russian 
army is now on its march towards Masovia ; and I am too 
weAK to come to you. Let me see you soon, very soon, my 
beloved son ; I beseech you, come to me I You will find me 
more feeble of body than of mind ; for there is a holy com* 
forter that descends on the bruised heartj which none other 
thain the unhappy have conceived or felt. Farewell my dear,' 
dear Thaddeus ! Let the memory that you have a mother 
^eck your too ardent courage. Grod for ever guard you. Live 
fbr your mother, who has no stronger terms of expressing her 
affection for you, than that she is my mother, thy 

^ TufiAESK BOBIMKb 

**rmmUno, October, 1794.« 

- This letter was indeed a balm to th)& soul of Thaddeus. 
That his adored mother had received the cruel event with sndi 
tesienation, was the best mfedicine which could now be applied 
to his wounds, both of mind and body ; and when he was told, 
that on the succeeding morning the body of his ffrandfiuher 
should be removed to the convent, near Biala, declared his 
resolutSoh to attend it to the grave. 

• III vain his surgeons and (General Wawrzecki remonstrated 
against the danger of this project ; for once the gentle .and 
yielding spirit of Thaddeus seemed inexorable. He had fixed 
nis determination, and it was not to be shaken* 

Next day, being the seventh from that m which die fitCal 
battle had Tween decided, Thaddeus, at the first beat of the 
drum, rose from his bed. and, almost unassisted, put on his 
doAes. His uniform bemg Mack, he needed no other • index 
than his pale and mournful eounteno&ce, to wmounoe that h« 
was c^iief moumefti ■ '- ■ ' 
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^Cikt prooesBum he^att to fom, and he "v^lked from his tail» 
It was a fine morning : Thaddeus looked up, as if to upbraid 
this sun for shining so brigl^Uv. ' Lsngdiened and repmtsd 
rounds of cannon rolled aiong uLe air> The solemn march of 
the .dead was moaning from the muffied. da^nm, interrupted at , 
measured pauses by th^ shrill tremor of the fife. The troops, - 
preceded by their g^n^^aly moxed forward with a decent ana 
raelsniBhoW- step; The bishop of Warsaw followed, faring 
the sacred volume in his hand; and next, borne upon the, 
crossed piHjss of his soldiers, and supported by twelve of his] 
most veteran companions, appeared the body of the brave So^ 
hieski. A velvet p^ll covered it, on which were laid those 
axms with whipl^ lor fifty years, he had asserted the liberties 
of hift oountr<y« At this sight, the sobs of th^e m^n bec^psoe 
audible. Tliaddeus followed with a slow, finn step, his eyee 
bent. to the ground, and his arms wrapped in his cloak : it wa^ 
the same which had shaded liis beloved grandfather from the 
dews of that dreadful nighjt.^ Askother train of sol^nn music 
aaccoedfid.; ^»^ then thf. squadrons which the deceased h«i| 
commanded^ dismounted, and leading their horses, closed the 
procession. 

X!>n the ver^e of the- pleiin that borders Bialsi anfl within a 
few paces. of tne convent gate of St. Franos, tlie biex stopped* 
The nu>nk8 sajuted its appearance with a requiem whi^ tney 
continued- to chant ti^l the coffin was lowereuinto the ground. 
The eartli received the sacred deposit. Thp^ anthems eeased ; 
the soldiers kneeling down, discharged their musketry over 
it ; then "With streanung cheeks,, rose, €a)d gave place to others. 
Nine yoUie^ weice firec^ and the ranks fell back. The bistuop 
fiydTcuieed*to the head of the grave : all was hushed : he raised hu^ 
0yes to heaven, then, after a pause, in which he seemed to be 
eommuning with the regions anove him, he turned to Uie silent 
assembly, and in a voice, collected and impr^^ssiye, addressed 
them in a slirrt^ but afiectins: oration, in u[hich h^ aet j^rth 
the bri|^taes% of Sebieski's hfe ; his noble forgetfulness oif 
juel^ in the into, est of his country*' and the dauntless bravery 
which had laid, him in the tomb. A general discharge of cai)r. 
non and musket^ was the awful res]3onse to this appeals 
'WawnKoeki took the sword of the palatine, and l^ajung it> 
dro]|»ped! it into the grave.. The aids-de-icamp of thc;.deceas<i^ 
cdld..the same by theirs, showing, thajt by so dping, they re- 
:aigned their ofiices ; and then, covering their faces with th^ 
;JgiaiidherchiefS| they turned a^vay with the 8oldiersl>w;ho. filcMl. 
^ ^haddeus sunk on his knees; his |uuids ^^ f^MpI 
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Jus «yas fer a few minutes fixed themselves on the. coffin of 
hh grandfather ; then rising, he leaned on the arm of Wawi^ 
sec£^ and with a tottering step and paUid countenance, mount- 
ed his horse, which had l>sen led to the spot, and returned with 
the scattered procession to the camp. 

The cause for exertion being over, his spirits fell with the 

rapidity of a spring too higlil)r wound up, which snaps, and 

spxa dowHf to perfect immobility. He entered his tent and 

toreMT himself on the bed, from which he did not curise during 

fiyip days* 



CHAPTER VII. 

At a time when the effects of these sufferings and fatigues 
4iad brought him very low, the young Count Sobieski was 
aroused by the information that the Russians had already 

flanted themselycs before Prague, and were threatening to 
ombard the town. This news rallied the spirits of the de- 
pressed soldiers, who readily obeyed their commander, to put 
themselves in order to march the next day. Thaddeus ffelt 
that the decisive blow was pending ; and though hardly able 
to sit on his horse, he refused the indulgence of a litter : deter-* 
mining, that no illness, however severe, should make him flag 
one hour from thd active exercise of duty. 

Devastation was spread over the face of the country. As 
the troops moved, the unhappy and houseless villagers pre^ 

■ sented an a^nizin^ picture to their -view. Old men stood 
among the a8hest)f then* homes, deploring the cruelty of power^ 
children and women sat by the way side,' weeping over the 

'fauBt susteiiaaee whidi the wretched infiint drew from th6 
breast of its perishing mother. 

Thaddeus shut his eye^ on the scene. 

- • * O, my couhtry ! my country !" exclaimed he, •* whai tat 
my personal grieK to thine? Nothing, nothing. It is your 

' irretchedness that barbs me to the heart! Look there^'' -cried 

''he to his soldiers, pointing to the miserable spectacles beftaife 
Idm, "lodk'thet^, and carry vengeance into the brettstof thea: 
dfistroversb Let Prague be the last act of this tragedy." < ; 
'Unhappy voimg man! uiifbrtunate country! it wbs indeed 

' fhe Iftit act or a tragedy, to which all Europe were spectaton^; 
« tragedy which the nlations witnessed, without one attempt 
|o sU^ 0t dday ita dreadful catastrophe! O ! how must riritto 
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hp lost when it is no longer an article of policy ef,€tk''to'9^ 
fwne it. 

After a long march, throiigfi a dark and dismal no^h^thft 
morning^ began to broak ; and Thaddeus found himaelf on thp 
Southern side of that little river, which divides the territories 
of Sobieski from the woods of Kobylka. Here, for the firtt 
time, he endured all the torturing varieties of despair. 

The once fertile fields were burnt to stubble ; the cottages 
were yet smoking from the ravages of the fire ; and in plaoo 
of smilifigejes and thankful lips, the dead bodies of the peas* 
ants were stretched on the hign roads, mangled, bleeding and 
stripped of that decent covering which humanity wouliaf not 
even deny to guilt 

Thaddeus could bear the sight no tonger: but setting spoim 
to his horse, fl^d from the contemplation, ot scenes which oar* 
rowed up his heart. ^ 

J^i nightfall the army halted under the waRs of ViManow* 
17he Count looked towards the windows of the paiace,,and 




not one solitary lamp illuminated its gloom ; the moon alone 
glimmered on the battlements, silvering the painted glass ot 
the study window, where, with that beloved parent, .he had 90 
lately ffazed upon the stars : and anticipated a campaign, 
which had so fataUy ternunated.. 

. "^hese thoughts, with his grief and his ^rebodings. w^(^ 
leaned in the £pths of his souL Addressing Gene)raj W8,wr* 
ppckiy he bade him welconie to Yiilanow ; roquestijQg at ti^e 
same time, that the men might be directed to rest till t&ft 
lupming ; and that he,'and me officers would partakjQ of re* 
^eshments within the palace. 

As soon as Thaddeus had seen guests seated at difierent 
iti^\oB im thaeatUM" haU» and given orders for the soldiers to b<| 
U^rred frpm th^ c^Urs, he withdrew to seek the Countess. 

He found her in her dressing room surrounded by her a^t^n* 
daji^ who had just inform^ her of his arrivaL The.moment 
iMsapp^ajred at the door the women wei4 out ^.a^oppos^ 
passage, and Tbaddeusy with an ansruished hearty, threw* hii|a« 
self on (he bosom of his mother. They were silent for somft 
lime. Poigpant reflection stopped their uttcMrance, but neit^r 
tears nor sighs filled up its place, uatil the Couatess, wj^ 
ftlt the fuU, tide of maternal affiections press ufoa her sgpiil 
toui mingle with her grisf| raised her head upon her sont't neck^ 
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tnd said, whilst, she strained him close in her anns, " Receive 
my thanks, O Father of mercy, that thou hiust yet spared to 
me this blessihg V 

Sobieski breathed a response to the addrei^s of his mother'; 
and drp'lng her tears with his kisses, d'vinelt upon the never 
dyi!bg nune of his beloved grandfather; upon nis |)referable 
bt to that of their brave friend Kosciuszko, who was doomed 
not only to «urvi^e the liberty of his country, but to pass the 
Msidue of his life v^ithih the dim^eons of a Russian prison. 
He thein tried to redniniate her spirits with hope. He spoke 
of the approaching battle, without expressing an^ doubt of 
the valour and desperation of the Poles rendering it success- 
fid. He t&lk^d of the firmness of the kin^, of the courage of 
the general, of hil^ Own resolution. His discourse began in a 
^ish to cheat h^r ihto tranquillity, but as he advanced on the 
sabject^ his soul took fire at its own warmth, and he half be- 
lieved the p{t>bability of his anti'cijpatibns. ^ 

The Countess looked cm the honoiirable glow that crimson* 
ed hiH harrassed features, ^ith a pan^ at her heart. 

•* My heroic son i" cried she, "my darling Thaddeus! whal 
a irast price do I pay fiir all this; eiccellencei I coi^ld not love 
you were you otherwise thaii what you eiret and being what 
you are, O ! how soon may I lose you ! Already has your 
noUe grandfather paid the debt that ne owed to his glory ; he 
bfdmised to (all with Poland ; he has kept his word ; and now, 
ill that I love on earth is concentrated in you;" The CountesiB 
^used, and pressing his hand almost wildly on her h^art, she 
eoDthiiied, in a hurried voice, " The same spirit is m Jrour 
Ibireast ; the same principle binds you ; and I may at last be 
left al<Ma^ HeaVlcn have pity on me !" 

She cast her 6yes upwards as she ended. Thaddeus, sink- 
ing on his kneesby h6r side, implored her with all the earnest- 
ness of piety and confidence, 16 take Comfort. Her ladyship 
emfaraeed hun '^rith a forced smile, and said, " You must fori 
give me, Thaddeus : 1 have nothing of the 8ol4ier in niy heart ; 
E is all woman. But I will not detain yoU l6hger> my dear 
boy, from that rest which you recjuire ; eo to your room, and 
try to recruit yourself for the fatigiies which I expect to-mor- 
S€fw will bring forth.** , 

Sobieski, consoled to s^e atiy composure in his mother, withi 
drew ; and after having heard that his numerous guests were 
ptoperly lodged, went to his own chamber. 

aext morning at sun-rise, the troops prepared lo march- 
^ ' Wawrzecki, with his officers, begged permission t^ 
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pay their personal ^atitude to the CountesB, pr the hospi- 
tality of their reception ; she declined that honour on the pek 
of indisposition ; and in the course of an hour, the Count ap- 
peared irom her apartment, and joined the general ; his cheeKJ 
were flushed with the struggles of parting ;< and he was so 
shaken by emotion, that his step^ were irregular, and his maun 
ner confused, till he entered the court-yard. 

The soldiers filed off' through the gates, crossed the bridge, 
and halted under the walls of Prague. The lines of the camp 
were drawn and fortified beibre tlie evening ; when they found 
full leisure to observe the enemy's strength. 

Russia seemed to have exhausted her wide re^ons to people 
the narrow shores of the Vistula: from the east to the west 
as far as the eye could reacli, her armies were stretched to the 
horizon. Sobieski looked at them, and then on the handful of 
dauntless hearts contained in the smsdl circumference of. the 
Polish camp, and sighing heavily, retired into his tent, where 
he mixed his short and startled slumbers with frequent prayers 
for the preservation of these last victims of their country, , 

The hours appeared to stand still. Several times he xpae 
fjsom his bed and went to the door, to see whether the clouds 
were tinned with any appearance of dawn. All continued 
dark. He a^ain returned into his marquee, and standing by 
the lamp, wluch was nearly exhausted, took out his watch and 
tried to distinguish the points ; but finding that the light burnt 
too feebly, he was pressing the repeating spring, which struck 
five, when the report of a single musket made him start* 

He flew to his tent door, and looking about him, s^w that 
all in tliat quarter was at rest ; then suspecting that it might 
be a signal of the enemy, he hurried towards the' entrench- 
ments, where he foiind the centinels in perfect seciu'ity from 
any fears respecting the sound, as they supposed it, to have 
proceeded from the town. 

Sobieski paid little attention to their opinions, but ascend- 
ino; the nearest bastion to take a wider survey, in a few 
minutes he discerned, though obscurely, through the faint 
gleams of morning, the whole host of Russia, advancing in 
profound silence, towards the Polish lines. The instant he 
mad^ this discovery, he came down, and lost no time in giving 
orders for a defence ; then flying to other parts of the camp, 
he awakened the commander in cliief, encouraged the men. 
and saw t^at the whole encampment was not only in motioZ 
l^ut prdfjPirvi fojc the assault. . 

Ifli SMMQuence of these prompt arrangements, the Rtuniana 
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vm i^Ted with the c^^oflB &e of the battMiiei^ and eMe-«b^ 
UMl masketry from several redoubts, v/hich raked their JJifi^k i 
ff ™y approoched : however, in defiance of this «kower dt 
hunets, they pressed on with an intrepidity worthy of a better 
eause, and overleaping the ditch by souadrons, enteved Om 
camp. A passage once secured, the Uoesacs rushed la by 
thousands, and spreading themselves in front of the storming 
portv, put every soul to the bayonet who oppoaed theif way; 

The Polish works gained, the Russians turned the caaooii 
on Its former masters; and as these rallied to the deftnee of 
what remained, swept them down by whole regiments. The 
noise of artillery thundered from all sides of tht camp: the 
smoke was so great, that it was hardly possible to disti * ' 
friends from foes ; nevertheless, the spmU of the Poles i 

not a nooment : as fast as one rampart was wrested from 

they threw themselves within another ; which was as specidlly 
taken by the help of hurdles, fascines, ladder^ and a courage 
enfi;endered by ferocity. Every spot of vantage ground was 
at length lost; and yet the Poles fought like lions { doarter 
was neither ofl^red to them, nor required ; they disputed every 
iaeh of way till they fell upon i^ in heaps ; some ^ing ie£of6 
Che parapets ; others filling the ditches ; and the rest, covers 
mg the ground for the enemy to tread on, as they cut their 
passage to the heart of the camp. 

Sobieski, almost maddened by the scene, dripping with h(s 
own blood, and that of his brave friends, was seen in every 
part of the action ; he was in the fosse, defending die tnuapled 
bodies of those who were dying : he was on the dyke ani- 
matinfi: the few who remained ; Wawrzecki was slaint and 
every nope now hun^ on Thaddeus : nis presence and voied 
mftised new energy into the arms of his almost fainting couij^- 
trymen ; they kept close to his side, till the Russians, enraged 
at the dfiuntless intre{>idity of this joung hero, uttered the 
most unmanly imprecations, and rushmg on his little phalanx, 
attaeke<I them with redoubled numbers elnd fury. 

Sobieski sustained the shock with firmness; but wherever 
lie turned his eyes, thev were blasted with some object whidti 
made them recoil ; he oeheld his companions and his soldiers 
strewing the earth, and their barbarous adversaries mountiiig 
their dying bodies as they hastened with loud huzzas to the 
destruction of Prague, whose gates were now burst opezu Hui 
ms |;rew dim at this sight; and at the very moment it 
W9mh he tore them from spectacles so deadly to his hfwrt^ ^ 
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liToniftii of&eer stiitick him with a sabre, Co all appearajdfce 
dead upon the field. 

Wlien Thaddeus rccbvered from the blow, which having 
lit on the sted of his cap, had only stunned hhn, he looked 
round, and found that alt near him was quiet ; but that a fkr 
different scene presented itself from the town. The' roar of 
' cannon, and the bursting; c^ bombs thundered, the air render* 
ed liyid and tremendous, by lOngspires of fire streaming fVdm 
the burning houses, and mmgling with the volumes of stnoke 
which roll^ from the guns. T]m dreadful tocsin, and huizas 
of the Victors, pierced the soul of the Count; springing from 
the ground, he was preparing to rush forward to the gates, 
when loud outcries of distress issued from the interior of the 
place ; and a moment after, the grand magazine was blown 
up, with a horrible explosion. 

in an instant the front of Prague was filled with women 

and ddklren, flying in all directions, and rending the sky with 

their shrieks. " father Alm^hty P' cried Thaddeus^ wrings 

•ing his hands, *• canst Ihou suner this ?" Whilst he yet spake, 

.some straggling; Cossacs from the town, -w^io were prowling 

mbout, glutted but not sated with blood, seized the poor fugi- 

'lires^ iind with a ferocity as wanton as unmanly, released 

'Chemai once from life ana affliction. 

This hideous spectacle brought his mother's defenceless sldte 
before the ey«s of Sobieski. Her palace was only four mile» 
'distant ; and whilst the barbarous avidity of the Russians, 
'Vpafin^ neither age, nor sex, nor infancy, was too busily eti- 
' gaged in sacking the place, to permit them to perceive ft soli- 
tary individual niirryin^ away amidst heaps of dead bodies, 
be flew across the few fiidds which intervened between Pragt^e 
and Villanow. 

Thaddeus was met at the gate of the palace by general But- 
zou, who had already learnt the fate of Pra^tH frotn the 
' noise and flames in that <^uarter ; and anticipated the iirrivhl 
of some part of the victorious army before the walls of Villk- 
flow, when the Count crossed the drawbridge, he saw thfit 
the worthy veteran had prepared ev^ry thing for a stout r^ 
sintance; the ramparts were lined with soldiers, and well 
mounted with «u-tillery. 

"Here, my dear lord," cried he, as he led .the Count up to 
the keep, ** Jet the worst happen, here I am resolved to dispute 
' the pofloession of your grandfather's palace, till I hAve npt'a 
man to stand by met" " ' 

Thftddeus strainad him in sileooe to his breast; mad Umd^ 
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lAer exsmmm^'the force, and giTuig^ further ordeni fat wan 
eommanding dispositioiis, he went to the apartments of hia 
toother. 

The Countess' women, who met him in the yestibule, beeeed 
hun to be careful how. he entered her ladyship's room : ahe had 
but lately recovered from conyulsioi^ into wich she nad been 
lht»wn OB hearing the cannonade against the PoU^ camp. 
Thaddeus waited for no more ; bu4 regardless of their eauttoB^ 
ifanw aiptaBk the door of the ehanjiber, and hastening i^ to his 
inotherfs couch^ cast himself into her arms. She cnu^ round 
Jbia*.BMk'^ and for awhile^ jov stef>ped her respiration, till 
4Mintiii|^ mto a flood of tear% she wept OTer him,- mcapable oif 
txonasm^ by words her tumultuous gratitude at asainhe- 
hiMding hun aHve« He looked on hax altered and psoUd fea^ 
lures. • • . 

V ** O ! my mother," ^4ed he, clasping her to his breast, ** y6« 
•re iU ; and what will become of you?" 
, ^My- belo-ved son," replied she, kissing his forehead throueh 
^Mjdotted blood which oozed from a cut above his tempi 
'mv bebved son,- before our cruel murderers can arriye, 
shall have found a refuge in the bosom of my Gtod." 
• Thaddeus canld only attsWer with a groan^ She vesumedy 
**QiwB jne your hand. I must not witness the grandson of 
Sofaieski given -up to ciespatr : let your mother incite you to 
resignation. You see I'have not breiBthed a complaining word, 
ahfaou^ I behold you oov^sred wilh wounds." 

Aa she spoke, she pointed to the> eash and handkerchief 
vhiah wece lx>und sound his thigh and left arm. 

** Our separation will not be Ton^; a few shcirtyearsi pei^ 
lume hnurs^ may unite us for ever in a better world*" 
. The Count was still speeehless; he oould oniy'ptess hflr 
hand to his lips. AfUr jMiusing a moment, she proceeded : • 
-* *^ljoSk vepi my dSar boy, and attend tome. ShouM Poland 
become the prc^rty of othua aationS| I opSjiure you» if you 
Mmwm its fall, to leave it. WJmH reduced lb slsnrery, it wiil 
no loziger beran .asyldm M a man of honour, I beeeeeh yo^ii, 
daomJid ^tda happen, to go- that vevy hour to BUigland : t^t is 
a. ifae eoantty ; and I have been told the :peopl6 ave kind to 
•the- atefortuaate. Thaddeus ! . why do y^eu ctelaiy ito ansus^r 
•me 7' Remember, ithese are yoar mother'a dying inrayers^'' • 
-.^.?ftl will obey- 3n>n»." • j ' j: . 

" Then^" continued she, taking o^t^of her boeom a picMue, 

** letoni tie . this round your nedL It i» the pcifftvait of ^oiur 

M^m^n, Thaddsua.l»nthiaheadfarwvd»«tid!lh»<a«i«tei8 
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, wad latttig tilt no ttiae ouyhtf b&loAulitiiwI Mr 

permission, and quitting Warsftw, joined prince raaniawtk^ 
wIm im yet Mkbr ttns% «t the heai of & Mr teoops 



IMnwhile, the Count Sobieski, finding hunself uAiarMf 
iwiond, except in those woands of the heart whieh e«ly turn 
mn Im^j^ was eaobled to leave his roorn^ and breathe .« liflle 
fresh air on the ramparts. , i 

His ^nt appearance «fis greeted by the ofBeen with moUii- 
dioly congratulations ; but their replies soon displaoed thfli . 
fiuBt smile which he tried to spread over hisG«unteQa9ei»ti 
And with a ootntracted bnow> he listened to the fbUowiHB Wr 
fosmflktion: 

. Praigi^ hod not only been razed to the gfoundybutupwvidft 
gf thhrlMF thousand persons, besides old men, women, ^od 
leftnsetess infiuits, had either perished by the sword, or had 
been, oast into the riTcr, or.into the flame*. All th» hoirwrs oC 
Ismail had been reacted by Suworrow on the baolis u( thu^ 
Vistula. The cititens of Warsaw, intimidated by »wch « 
ipeotade, had assembled in a body, and, driven to d*«p^ra^. 
|ton, j»paired to the foot of the throne ; on their.loM^ ' Jiey^ 
ntplored his majesty to forget the contested rights othia 8ul>>. 
jsoU ; and in pity to their wives and children, allow titem, by 
H tiBMly submission, to save those dear relatives Irom tur. 
tgpominy and cruelty which had been wreaked upon the h>* 
habitants of Prague. Stanislaus saw that opposi^on would 

afiuitiess ; the walls of his capital were a^'^'iCMl} surroMn^ed 
a traiA of artillery i prepared to blow the .awn to atoms oa 
first commimd of the Russian ^neral ; therefore, with a 
p mgh, he assented to the petition, and sent deputies to 
the enemy's camp. 

.I'^i^'* oootinued the of^cer, ^'Suworrow, in reply, ^e-' 
VHatios, that every man ii^ Poland shall not only surrender liif^ 
arms, but shall sue for pardon for the past; and these cop<3>*, 
tions are consented to." 

*f They never shall be byjue," said Sobieski ; and tumung 
from his informer, he walked towards the royal palace, hardly 
knowing what wer^ his int^ntions^ or what he had dse to 
hope or fear. 

. Wh^ his majesty was apprized U^at the young Countr^ 
ftftiski awaited him m the audience chamber, he lert'his doi^tp 
whene he had been musing alone, and entered the room. 
Xbaddeua, with a swelling heart, would have thrown himself 
^ :tu^ knees^ but the king prevented him with fm^Uott. M 
pfosiea him m his ancs. 
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braoe in you the last of those Polish youtlis, who vert lu 
haefy Uie br^fest jew^ in my erewn;'' 

T«an stood in the monarches eyes as he spoke ; and 8l>- 
biesld, with haitfty a steady uttemnee, sahswored, ''I oome (o 
reeerre your majeety^s eonutiands. I will obey them in all 
things, ODt ia s tt riend ef ing'this sword (which tny grandikther 
bequeathed me^ into the iuunds of jcnr enemies.'* 

"I win not dssBne' )roii, my noUofHend,^ roplisd Stanis- 
lauB ; '^by my aoqtuesee&ee with the terms of Ribssia : I only 
com]^y with the earnest prayera of my people) 'I do not 
eompd any. I shali not ask you to betray yottr eountry ; 
but alas I you must not throw away your me m a now hope* 
less eanse. Fate has eonaigned Pokmd to Mbjedtion^MOld 
when heayen, in its a)! wise, th<>iigfa mysterio«M decrees^ oon- 
tntm the desttroetion of kiDj^dom^ man has no ftrthMr d«ty 
Ihan resignotioA* Fcr mjrself, I iaa. ordered by our conqueror 
to bury my griefs a&d ind^ities in the castle of Gtodfio^** 

The bloKM irushed oy<sr me cheek of Thaddeus, at this meek 
dedaratipn of his majesty, to whi^ the proud indiemtkto of 
his sold ooidd in no way snbocnbe ; with a heated atS sigitaied 
Foice, he exclainted, ^ If my soyereign be ah^eady at the com- 
mand of our oppressors, then, indeed, is Pioland no mors ! and 
I iiay« nothing to do but lo perform the d^ing will of my 
mother. Willyow majesty gnint me pennistion to set loff ibr 
England, befbfe I am obligeiTto witness this last eatamity of 
my wretched oounGry?^' 

*<I wo«dd to beayen,^ re^ed the king^ ''that I too rtaahi 
repose ray age and sorrows m that happy kingdom I Oo^ So- 
bieski, my prayers and blessings shall foltow you." 

Thaddeus pressed his majesty's haind to his lips. 

" Bbliey^ me, my d^r Count,** continued Staiusl«tt& **th.v 
soul bleeds at this piarting^ I know the treasure which your 
family has always t)een to this nation ;, I knqw yo«ur own in- 
diyidual merit; I kndw the wealth wmeh you haye^ sacrificed 
lor me and my subjects j and I am powerless to exprtat my 
gratitude.** » • <,.,..., yy- 

"BEiad I done any thing morft than absolute duty,** vepliea 
he, ^aueh words "Gfcm your mcjesty*s ^ps would haye beea a 
reward ad^iuata' to eyeiy depnyation • but* alas, no !• i iMiye 
periiaps perfbusied less tban my doty : the blood ttf a^bisski 
OM^hi'iiotto haye beten spai^^ one drop, when the tibsities 
ofiJ»4M»iiMry pertthed!" Thaddeus bluaiwd white he BPofe(e; 
m(Atd»m> f«pMtid«he t<^94Miay ^MSfl 6r his^andalalXyinf 
•ayed hhn fhna tha genend slaughter at ViUaaow* 
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"VKeTofed of the reaerabU 8t>fttiiimw became felilifs m he 

resumedi' 
*' Perhaps had a Sohieaki reigned at thie time, theas hor- 

• rem might not have been accomnlished I That tpawoua 
power which has crushed my people, I eanaot t>m^ jftM ike 

> same which put the scepOre into my hand. Cawnoe mis- 
understood my princi^ies : she calciuated on giving a tjraitor 
to the Poles r but when she made me a !□«& she could npt 
obliterate that stamp that the Kino of K^iga nad graven upon 
my heart: I belieTMi mnelf to be hu -vioegerent ; and,; to the 
utmost I ha^re stf ug^^ to fadSX my trust." , 

"Yes,. my soveceigni'' eried Thiaddeus, ''end whilst there 
■ zemaina one man oa earth, who has drawn ;hia first breath in 
' Poland, he wfil bear witness in all the lands thiiough which he 
may be doomed, to wander^ that he haa felt from you the care 
and affection of a fikther. O I sir, how. will ftniwe ages betieiie, 
that in the midst of civilized Eiirope, a brave necK^e,. imd 
a virtuoua. monarch, were suffered unaided, unaepfwed, to 
fidl into the graep of usurpation and murder ?V 

Stanislaus loia his hand on the arm of, the Count, and 
with a languid smile gleaming from his eyes, which atiU ahfd 
- benign lustre through his gray locks, he. said: ' . 

'< Man's ambition and iSuMness are monstrous, only to the 
contemplation of youth* You are learning :)rbur leasoj^early : 
I have studied nune for many years ; and wth.tvbittiemeaafot 
soul, which in some measure prepared me fnr the cpmpletiqn. 
My kingdom has passed from me c^ the nMment you have 
lost your covmtry. Before we part fbr ever, mgr. dfvc Sobieski, 
. take with you 4iis assurance, that you have seryed the un- 
fortunate Stanislaus, to the latest hour in- which yo\\ beheld 
him; what you have just said, x)elati?e to the sentiments of 
. those who were my subjects, is indeed a haim to my : heart, 
. and I will carry its oonsolation olon^ with me* to my.pHson." 
The king.. paused.; Sobieski, agitated and incapable -of 

* speaking, threw himself at his majesty's feet> end pioessed his 
r mmd with fervseney and anguish to his lips*. The king looked 

down at his mceful figure ; and pierced to the^oul, by the 
utaum giaoefukibelings which dictated, the action, the* tear 
, whi6h stopd in his eye-lid rolled over \m cheeky and was ;^1. 
:* IcKv^cd byton^^ be^re he could a(kH "Riso^ my young firiend, 

> iand take ihisrins : ittoontaina ii^>ifiturt}^«ear i^ n^remem- 
\ fanace of a man who loves you, and who. never. can ibi^t 

your wOstht oc the lo)ralty and patiiotisitt.'Qf yonrhouse*'*^ . 
^ *Tha.chmaUor at tha^ mnm beinc aanonneat^, Thi4» 
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deos rose from his knee, and was preparing tole8f«€ierooia^ 
vhen his majesty, perceiving his intention, desired MflU t* 
stop. 

" Stay Count I" cried he, **I will burthen you with one nS* 
quest. I am now a king without a ^rown. without subfeets^ 
without a foot of land to bury me when I dia; I cannot r&» 
ward the fidelity of even one of the few friendi of whom mf 
enemies have not deprived me ,' but you are younff, aad lite* 
%en may yet smile upon you in some diMant nauon« Will 
you pay a debt of gratitude for your poor soverei^.f SboiM 
you ever again meet with tlie good old Butzon, ^whio l*e8caed 
me wheB my life lay on the fortune of a moment^ rtoraemb^iV 
that I xegard him as the preserver of my existence ! He was 
then a private soldier in the Sobieski guards ; and wken I 
offered to recompense him by riches and honours, he only 
prayed to remain with his first patron. I committed him IB 
the friendship of yourgrandfKther, who immediately proiliOL 
ted him to the rank of ^neral over thai battalion. This 
brave man, I was told this morning, directly on the destruc* 
tion of Prague, joined the army of my brotner ; which beii^ 
now disbanded, with the rest of my faithful sol(fiers, ht it 
east fbrth in his old age on the bounty of a pitiless w^^ 
Should you ever meet with hini,~Sobies3d, succour him fof 
my sake.*' 

^ As heaven may suceour me T' cried ThaddettS'; aUd ptt€^ 
ting his majesty's hand a second time to his lips, he bowtti 
to 5ie chancellor, and passed into the street. 

When the Count returned to the citadel, he found that all 
was as the king had represented. The soldiers ili ihit gar* 
TOon were reluctantly preparing* to |[ive up their wma; and 
the nobles, in compassion to the cnes of die people, wers 
proudly trying to humble their necks td the y(Mc6 of the m* 
•^ -^ ... . .^ . ^lotakAtlie 

who had M 

^ , , ^ bittflrstthfl^ 

the motiicnt in which they should surrender Ihem and their 
rights Muo tlic (wwer of Suworrow^ and that ^^fthid m^man pf 
^ nnrtkt** who exutterl in nothine more than cfevastatioil. • 
Poland was now no place for l^bieski. Re had surfited 
all his kindrsd. He hnl survived the liberties of hia«ount^. 
He had beheld his king a prisoner; and his countrymen tram«, 
pled on by deceit and crudty. As he walked on^ lAusii^ wtt 
these ciroumstances, he met with little ihterruptioii ;. for <b* 
WUtttM appealed deserted. H^re and therO| a poor nUaerabki 
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.wr<t(«U paaaed bin), who seemed l^ hiA wan eheeks and ha^ 
jnird eryfSf already to repent tlie too successful prayers of the 
deputation. The shops were shut. Thaddeus stopped a few 
iiimutes in the §^«at square, which used to be crowded with 
the happy citizens^ but not one man was now to be seen. An 
awCul and expecting silence remained over alL He -sighed, 
AQd, talking Qown we east street, ascended that port o£ the 
rampB^ whicli coyered the Vistula. 

Ife tufrqed his eves to the spot, where once stood th&mo^r 
luHceiit towers of nis paternal pedoce. 

" Ye%** cried he, " it is now time for me to obey thfe last 
command of my mother ! There is nothing remains of Po- 
land'but its. soil I nothing of my home but its ashes l^ ^ 
: T}y^ Russiami hod pit3ied a detachment of te^ts amidst the 
runs of Yillanow ; aiui were at this moment busying them* 
sebres in searching among the stupendous fragments, for what 
plunder the fire might have spared. Thaddeus gazed on the 
place for nearly an nour. 

. '^ Insatiate, robbers t*' exclaimed his tortured lieart^ his Ii{>f 
could only falter- with emotion; "heaven will requite ^is 
^acdle^" He thought on the Countess, who Jav beneath 
jkhe l^i^^0, and tore himself from the sight, whilst ne added, 
-ff Ff^ewell for ever; farewell thou beloved Villanow, in whici) 
t nave spent so many blissful years ! I quit you and my 
country for ever 1" As be spoke, he raised his hands and eyes 
tfi heaven, ,and jHressing the plaure of his mother to his Upt 
and bosom, turned from the parapet against which he had 
l^^e^l^icp^, aod^ walked back to his cnaznber, determining 
to prepaid, uiat Dight for his departure the next morning. 
' He l9fgB9l by daybreak, and having eaOiered together sdl 
IM9 ii^tU. wealth ; which consisted merely of the hussar unlr 
jform that h^ woroi a few rings and pieces of gold, which he 
cofieef^ed with his linen in the portmanteau, that was buckled 
ioa hU IwMrse : precisely two hours before die triumj:^ial'car of 
^^ieral,Su|w<Nrrow entered Warsaw, Sobieski left it; bedew* 
ing its .fitones as he rode over the streets with his tears.. They 
were the ^s^ that hie. had shed duri^i^ the Ions series of hi« 
misfoi!tunei^i and they now flowed so fsi&i from nis eyes^ that 
iM.^e^Hild Jui^dly discern nis way out of the city. 

At tlifi gp<tt ^tbte his horse stopped* 

''Poor Salftdiu!" s^id Thaddeus, stroking his neck. **ar^ 
yott sp sorry at leajriag Warsavy^ that Uke your uphappy 
la&steri you luiger to take a last look ?" 

Wfk \i»f9i xedQvbled i (^id th^ yOtrden^ a* h^ opened .th^ 
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ite, tmd dctted it oiifet YAol imiilored pmrnflribn^kiur the 

md of the noble Count SobieBki, before he tHRMd hii bnc^ 
to Poland) nev^r to ret«fti« Thadideiis loolnd IdiMlly immd, 
and shaking hands with the honest man^ after sayitig a few 
iiriendty words to him, rodo on with a loiterittr -step till he 
teached that part of the river which divides Alaeema from 
the Prussian dominions. 

Here he flun^ himself off his horse, and standing for a mo- 
m^t on the hill that rises near the bridge. retiSuoed, with 
almost blinded e^es, the long and desolated ImmIs thivugh 
•which he had passed: then involnatariiy dro}>|Hng on his 
knees, he plucked a turf of gmss, and pressing- it to his lips, 
ejeelakned) ** Farewell Poland! Farewell afl my hopes of 
happiness !" 

Almost stifled by his regrets, he put this poor relic of his 
country into his bosom ; and remowiting "his horse, crossed 
the bridge. 

As one, who, in flying from any particalar ofa^ect^ difiiks 
to lose himself and his sorrefwe when it lessens to his view. 
Sobieski pursued the remainder of his journey with a 8pe«^ 
whi<& soon brought him to Dantzic. 

AAer having spent some days in this town, by the help of 
touch mental exertion, he regained some firmness of mmd. 
It was a eahnness of feeling, arismg from the conviction that 
his afflictions had gained their summit, uid that however 
heavy they were, heaven had laid them cm him, as a trial of 
faith &nd virtue. Under this belief he ceased to ^v^eep ji but lie 
never was seen to smile. 

When he had entered into an agreement with thv master 
of a vessel to carry him across the sea, he fonnd, from c^cih- 
lating the stresigth of his finances, timt they would, ttarely 
defray the charges of the voyage. Oonsidering these eircnm- 
stenoes, it struck him how impossible it would be, to take his 
horse with him to England. 

The first time this idea presented itself, it almost overset 
Im new amneed philosophy. Tears would Hstro started Into 
his eyes, had he not by force withheld them. ' 

*<To part from my faithful Saladin," said he to hims^, 
''that has borne me sines I first could use a ewoid | thist has 
carried me •tfaroogh so many- dangers; and has etea^eDrine 
with me into exile ; it is painful, it is ungrateful!^ He was 
in the stable when this thought assaile*; him; «nd>as the 
feiections followed each other, he again tnmiea'to th(»«ta]l: 
^ Bat, my poor lUlow, I wiii net barter ytfuriMcviMS te^slcU 
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I wiH Mek fer some masUr who wtll be kilid to yon, iq pitf 
Co mj misfiirtimcs." 

He re-entered the kotel where he* kdced, osd caitiff « 
waiter, inquired who it was that occupied the fine mansion 
and park on the east of the town. The maa replied s " a Mr. 
Hopetown, an eminent British merchant, who has been aetp 
tlea at Dantzic for near forty years." 

*' I am rlad he r an Englishman !" was the sentiment w^ich 
suoceededthis iniormation, in the Counfe mind ; who inn^ 
diately ta]dnf his resolution, had hardly prepared to pot it in 
execution, when he received a note from the captain^ to be ^i^ 
board in half an hour, as the wind had set iair. 

Thaddeus, rather disconcerted by this hasty call, with ii 
depressed heart wrote the following letter : 

*'To John HorrrowN, Esq* 

^Sir^A Polish officer, who has sacrificed eyery thing but 
his honour to the last interests of his country, now addresses 
you. 

'' You are an Englishman : and to whom can a victim |o 
the cause oi fireedom, with less debasement solicit an obliga« 
tion. 

^ I cannot afford support to the horse which has carried mis 
through the battles of this fatal ^-ar. I disdain to sell hiin : 
and therefore, I implore you, by the respect UuU you pay the 
memory of your ancestors, who struggled for, and obtained 
that liberty, in whose defence we are thus Deduced I I in^ 
piore you to |;iTe him an asylum in your park, and to pro- 
tect him from mjurious usage. 

'' Perform this benevolent aotion, sir, and you ahall efir be 
remembered with gratitude by an unfortunate 

^'PoLANon. 

** DantMie, Jfovember, 1794." 

The OouDt having sealed and dineted thb letter, went iMo 
the hotel yard, and ordered that lus horse might be brought 
out. These few days of rest had restored him to his Ibnner 
mettle, and he appeared from the stable prancing and pawing 
Ike easth as he used to do when Thaddeus was goii^ to 
mount him for the field. 

Thegroom was in vain striving to restrain the spirit of the 
horse, when the Count took hoU of the biidte. The neUa 
4iiMl nnediataly knew hie inistei,,and became |[ci^ 
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kmb. After strokioghkativoortliieetiinei^ with ft borqlii^ 
heart he returned the reins into the man's hand, and at the 
same time gave him the letter. 

'^There,'* said he» "take that note and the hocse direetly 
to the hooiBe of Mr. Hi^town. Leave them: for the letter 
requires no answer." 

So saying, he walked out of the yard, towards the qvmy. 
The wind continued fair; he entered the ship; and, withm 
an hour, set sail for England. 



CHAPTER TX» 

SoBiBSKi passed the greater part of each dav, and the 
^rhole of the night on the deck of the ressel. He was too 
much absorbed in himself to receive any amusement finom the 
passengers, who, observing his melancholy, thought to dift; 
perse it by their everl;\sting company and conversation. 

When any of those officious people came upon deck, he 
walked to the head of the ship, took his seat upon the cable 
which bound the anchor to toe forecastle: ana, while their 
fears rendered him safe from their attacks, oy pondering with 
an achinff heart upon what might be the consequence of his 
iroyage, he gained some respite from vezaticm, though none 
from misery. 

The ship having passed through the Baltic, and entered on 
the British sea, the passengers running from side to nde of 
the vessel, pointed out to Thaddeus the distant shore of Eng- 
land, lying like a hazy ridge along the horizon ; the happy 
people, whilst they strained their eyes through glasses, desuied 
nun to observe different spots in the hardly perceptible line^ 
whidi they called Flamborough Head, and the hills of York- 
diire. He turned sick at ail these objects of pleasure^ for dot 
mw of them had a corre^xmdin^ feeluig in his breast. Eng- 
land oould be nothing to him ; if any thing, it would prove 
only a desert, which contained no one object for his ragvets or 
WMhesL 

The image of Pembroke Somerset rose in his mind, like the 
dim reeoU^tion of one who has been a lonfi^ time dead^ 
Whilst he was With him at Yillanow, he loved him warmly : 
and when they parted they promised to correspond. One day^ 
in a pursuit of the enemy, Thaddeus had been so unlucky aa 
to lose his friend'a address, which was in his pocket book : but 

B 
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'y«t, uneasy at his silence, he haid vcmtitred two fottera td bitty 
directed merely to Sir Robbrt 8oifierset| Engi&ud. To these 
he received no answer ; and the paiaUttto and Countess becams 
so displeased with Slioh neglect and ingratitude, that they 
wotUd not suffer him to be mentioned in their presence ; ana 
indeed Thaddeus, from disappointment ' and regftt, had no 
ineKnation to do so« 

When^the Cotmt remembered thtse things, he fitund little 
comfort in recollecting the name of that ysmig Englishman nt 
this period ; and now that he was visiting England rather as 
a poor exile, than ais a powerM lord, half indignant, but more 
CTieved, he almost gave up the wish with the hope of meeting 
Mr. Somerset. He felt that Somerset h^d not acted as the 
man must act, to whom he could apply in his distress ; and he 
resolved, unfriended as he was, to think no more about him. 
With a bitter sigh he turned his bask on the land to which 
he was going, and fixed his eyes on that tmct of sea Which 
divided him from all that had ever eiven him delight. 

** Father of heaven," murmured he, in a suppressed taie^ 
<*what have I done to deserve this misery? Why have 1 
been, at one stroke, deprived of all that ^ndered existcnea 
estimable ? Two montns ago I had a mother, a more than 
father) to love and cherish me : I had a country, that looked 
up to them and to myself with veneration and confidence : and 
now I am berefl of all ; I have neither father, mother, noi 
country, but I am going to a land of strangers." 

Such impatient adjurations were never wrung from Sobieski 
by the anguish of sudden torture, without hi» ingenuous and 
pious mind reproaching itself for repining. His soul was as 
soft as a woman'jB; but it knew neither effeminacy nor des- 
pair. Whilst his heart bled, his countenance retained iti 
serenity. Whilst affliction crushed him to the earth, and na- 
ture paid a few hard wrung drops to her expected dissolution, 
he contemned his tears, and raised his fixed and confidin|^ 
, eye to that power which poured down its tempests on his 
head : Thadaeus felt as a man, but received consolation as a 
Ohristiaii. 

When the ship arrived at the mouth of the Thames, the 
eagerness of the passen^rs increased to such an excess, that 
they would not stand stul, nor be silent a moment ; and when 
the vessel, under full sail, passed Sheemess, and the dome of 
■St. Paul'S'appeared before thorn, their exclamations were loud 
and incessant. " My home ! my parents ! my wifa ! my 
Aiendsl" were the burthen of every longuck 
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ThaildtfiM found his' irritable n>iri(8 agmA 4i8ltii))ed $ and 
niiig frdm his aeat, he retired, unoWm^edby the people, who 
wne loo hajmv to attend to any thing forei^ to their own 
transports. Tne cabin was as deserted as hira8«lf« Feeling 
that tkere is no solitude like that of tho heaic, whtm it kwks 
Sfonndy and sees in the yast concourse of human beines, not 
one to whom it can pour forth its aon-ows or receive we an* 
svering sigh of sympathy, hs threw himself on one of the 
lockers, and with difficulty restrained the tears from guahiDe 
3Qt of htaeyes. He held his hand oyer them, and condemned 
himself for a weakness ao unbecomine his charactei^ 

H« despised himself % but let not oioers despise him. It is 
diSioaU for those who are in prosperity^ who be morning and 
evenioe in the lap of indulgence, to oonceiTe tho misery of 
hein^ Uirown out into a Ueak and merciless world ; it is im« 
possible for the happy nvui, surrounded by luxury and say 
oompanions, to figure to himself the reflectioiis <n a fallow 
creature, who has been fostered iii the boaonr of affeetion aad 
elegance, cast at once from soeiety, bereft of home, of com* 
hrif of ^ qf every ttay, eave inrvKehee and heawii," None but 
the ivretGoed ean inugiBe whai the wretched endure* froni 
actual distress, firoin apprehended misfortune, from outragecl 
'eelings, and ten thousand nameless sensibilities to injury, 
whieh alone the unfortunate eai^ cooeeite, dread,, and expb' 



Such were the antieipaiing fears of the Ceunt« Books and 
report had led hiin to respect the English : Pembroke Somer-* 
apt, at one time, would hare taueht him to love Uiem : but 
the nearer he advanced towards the shore, the remembrance 
that it was from this cotmtry his Camber, came ^ (an idea of 
whom oeyer crossed him, that he did not banish it with hor- 
rtr ;> thia dioughi made hin\ doubt the humanity of a people, 
of which his own parent, and forgetful friend, were so detest* 
able 4 apMimen. 

The noise redoubled above his head ; and in a few minutea 
■ftenrards^ one of the aailore came rumbling down the stairs. 

** Will it please your honour," said he, *' to get up ? That ' 
be my chest, and I want tqiy clothes to clean myself before 
I go on shore : mother, I know, be waiting for me at Bli^- 
waJLV 

Thaddeus rose, and seeing that quiet was j^ to be ibund 
amr where, ascended on the deck. 

On coming up the hatchway, he saw that the ship had cast 
•Mhor ia the middt of ^ large «ity, enyironed by myriads oC 
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^eMel^ ftom tvery quarter of the globe. Sobieflkl kMuied 
orer the railing, and in silence looked down on the other pas- 
sengers, who were bearing off in boats, and shaking handiT 
with the people that came to receive them. 

^It Is near dark, sir," said the captain, ^'mayfaap you 
wmild like to go on shore ? There is a boat just come sound, 
and the tide won't serve much longer; aad as j^ourfiiends 
don't seem to be coming for you, you are welcome to a plaoe 
in it with me." 

The Crount thanked him ; and after defra3ring the expenses 
of the voyage, and giving half a ^Inea amon^ the seamen, he • 
desired that his portmanteau might be put mto the wherry. 
The honest fellows, in gratitude to the t»unty of their pa*- ■ 
sen|;er, struggled who should obey his eommands; wnen, 
dunng th^ contention and pulling at the baggage, Uie cap* 
tain, angry at being detained, snatched it from between two 
of them, who in kindness to its master, were almost tugging 
it asunder, and flingin? it into the boat, leaped in a&r it 
and was followed by Tnaddeus. 

The taciturnity of the saihnr, and the deep melancholy of 
his gnest, did not break the sUenee tfll 4hey had reaehed the • 
Tower stairs. 

"Gro, Ben, fetch the gentleman a coach." 

The Count bowed to the captain, who gave^ the order ; and ■ 
in a few minutes the boy came back with the intelligence tini 
there was one in waiting; he took up the portmanceauj aAd 
Thaddeus followed him to the Tower gate, where the carnage . 
stood. Ben threw in the baggage; the Count pot his foot on 
thestepb 

^ where must the man drive to?" 

Thaddeus drew it back asiain. 

*'Yes, sir," continued tEs lad, ''where hi your hotiooi's. 
home?" 

^'Ift my grare," was the response his aching heart nade to 
this question. He hesitated before he spoke. 

''A hotel." said he, Ain^g himself on the seat, and tfivow 
tng some silver into the sailor's hat. 

''What hotel, ur7" asked the coachman. 

"Any." 

The man closed the door, mounted his box, and drove off. 

It was now near seven o'clodc, of a dark December evening. 
The lamps were lit ; and it being Saturday night, the stfeeM 
were crowded with people. Thaddeus looked at them as he 
dwf» akmg: "111^/7 creatures i** thought he, "yon hftv» 
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tKh « jkmtte |Eo go> to^ ydu h«Te e«cb expeetiog flicndt to 
WeiccHne you ; every one of you know some fellow being in 
the world that will nntie when you enter ; whilst I, luihappy 
asm ! a«n. insuliUed. firom every sociai comfort. Wreteheo, 
wretchedSobieaki I where are now all thy highly priced tre»> 
ttuoes? thv boBsled glory? and those l)ek>Ted fheBde^ who 
rendered that glory most precioue to thee 7 Alas t ail are with* 
dnMns; vaaiabed like a dream of enehantment, from whidi I 
bave awakened to a IWffhtful sQUtude." 

His reflectioiis were Broken by the stopping of the carriage. 
The man opened the door. 

"Sir, J have bioueht you to the HanlBl«lnl^ Covent Garw 
den ; it has as good aoeonunodations as any in town. My 
lare is five shillings." 

Xli0ddei:^gaTe the demand, and followed him and his bag- 
si^ into.tfatf cofiee room. At the entranee of a man of his 
B|3ir%sevei»l waitsrs presented themselTes^ begging to know 
Inscommaads. 

** I want a chamber.** 

He was immediately nshered into a very handsome dining 
twrn, where one of than laid down the portmantean, and then 
Mwing kvwy inquired whether he had ained. 

The miter baring received his orders, (for the Count saw 
that it was necessary to call for something,) hastened into the 
ktldien to oommunicate them to the cook. 

** Upon my soul, BeUy," cried he, ** you must do your best 
hh-n^tf for the chicken is for the finest looking fellow you 
•rer aet your eyes on. By hesTen, I believe him u> be some 
Eussian nobleman, pcrlims the great Suworrow himsell" 

"A prince you mean, Jenkins," said a pretty girl who en^- 
tared at that moment; ** since I was born, I never see*d any 
gjfc ffiA Imd walk up and down a room with such an air ; he 
kioEalike a king; fat my part, I should not wonder if he is 
ci the enuerant kings, for they say there is a power of 
n now wanaering abmxt the world*** 

''Yoa talk like a fool, Sally,** cried the sapient waiter t 

^doiM you see thift his dress is military? Look at his black 

with Hs long ba^ and great feather, and the monstrous 

at his sills; lOMt at them, and then if you can, say I am 

' D in pronouncing that he is some commander m the 

anny, most likely come over as ambassador t** 

**BfiA became i&ia hackney coach,** cried a little dirty boy 
bi the Gomar. . ^As I was running up stairs with colonel 

8* 
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Leeadtt's ihoeSi I aee'd the «daeltitun bring^fe tiie potCttttll* 
uau.** 

*« Well, Jackanapes, what of that?" cried JenkiiM : •■ is ft 
nobleman always to carry his equipage about with hiin, KIds 
« snail with its shell on its back? To be sure, this Russiim 
lord or |»rince is only come to stay here tiH his own house is 
fit for him. I will he civil to him/* 

"And so will I, Jenkins," rejoined Sally, smiling,- *«fcfl 
ncTe. seeM such handt»ome blue eyes ki my borti day*; and 
they turned so sWeet on me, and he spoke »> kindly, when he 
bade me stir the fire : and when ho sat down by it, afid thfOW- 
ed off his great fur cloak^ he ^owed a glittering star and a 
figure so noble, that, indeed cook, I do verily beheve he is, as 
Jenkins says, an enthroned king." 

*' You and Jenkins be a poir of fools," cried the cook, who, 
without noticing that description, had been sidkily basting tha 
Ibwl; '"I will be sworn he's just such another king, as thtA 
palavering rogue was a French duke, who got my master*j| 
watch and pawned it! As for you, Sally, you had better be 
aware of hunting after foreign men folk ; it's not seemly Ant a 
young woman, and you may chance to rue it.** 

Tli« moralizing cook had now brought the whole kitohMl 
tm her Moulders. The men abused her for a surly old maid ; 
adid tlie women tittered whilst they seconded her oensuhSy' by 
cutting sly jokes on the blushing face of poor Sally, who stood 
almost cr3an^ by the side of her champion, Jenkms. 

Whilst this hubbub was goin^ forward below stairs, iti 
unconscious subject was, as Sally had described, sitting in 
a chair, close to the fire, with his teet on the fender, his anhd 
Iblded, and his eyes bent on the flames. He muMd ; bttt his 
ideas followed each other in such quick and eonfased suoQe» 
aion, that it hardly oould bo said he. thoughtWany thiBg« 

The emranoe of the dinner roused him from his reririe. It 
was carried in by at least half a dozen waiters. The Oomii 
had been so accustomed to a numerous suit of atteadaiits, thai 
he did not observe the parcelling out of his temperale meal ; 
one bringing in the fowl, another the bread, hia nei^boor the 
floUtory plate, and the rest in like order; so soliettmis'wwD* 
the male listeners in the kitchen to see this wondetffol Bum* 
Stan* < , I > - . 

Thaddeus partook but lightly of the refreshment. Bein|; 
already fatigued in body, and dizzy with the motion off Iha 
Tdssel, as 80<m as the eloth was withdrawn, hsi.sgdflsdd m 
night oondie, and desired to be shown to his chamber. 



JMdaiy wkom tbe ai^ of Um emfarokiered star litfel cmi* 
finaad in kis decision that die foreigner must be a jMrson of 
consequtiiiee, -vrith increased aeiiity whipped up the pevtmaii* 
teau, and led the way to the sTceping rooms. Here curiosity 
put on a new form ; the women servants determined to have 
their wishes ratified as well as the men, had arranffed then^ 
selves on each side of the passage through whidi Die Coo&t 
imist pass. At so 8trane;e an appearance, Thaddeus drew 
hack ; out suji^osing it mi^t be a custom of the oountrjr. he 
proceeded through this fiur bevy, and bowed as he walked 
alotig, to the low curtesies which they •continued to mak^, till 
Iks entered his apartment, and closed the door. 

The uahappy are ever restless : they hope in every changci 
«f situation, to experie»ce some altetatioii in their feelings. 
Vh««ideus felt too miserable awake, not to view with -eager- 
ness the bed, whereon he trusted that, for a few hours at leasli 
he might lose his consciousness of sufiering with its remcsm- 
brance. 

When he awoke in the morning, his head ached, and he 
opened his e3res as vBrefreshed as when he had lain down { 
M undrew the curtain, and saw from the strength of the 
light, that it must be mid«dsy. He jgot up^ and havine 
dressed himself^ descended to the sitting room, where hS 
Ibund a good fire, and the breakfast things ahready frfaced ; 
he rang the bell, and walked to the window to observe the 
appearance of the morning? a heavy snow had &llen du#ing 
the nieht; and the sun. ascended to its meridian, riion^ 
through the thick atmospWe like a ball* of fire; all seemed 
o3mfinrtles8 without, and turning' bock to the warm hearth 
t£at was blazing at the other end of the room, he was reaoaU 
ing hinuelf, when Jenkins brought in the tea urn. 

** I hope, my lord," said the waiter, *' that your lordship 
riept well last night.'* 

'' Peilectly, I thank you," replied the Count, unmindful 
that the man had addressed lum according to his rank^ 
^ when yoQ come to remove these things, briiijg me my hiU.^ 

Jenkins bowed and withdrew,, congratulating- 'himself on 
his dexterity in having saluted the Russian nobleman accord- 
ing to his title. During the absence x)f the waiter, Thaddm 
thought it time to examine the state of his pursei he well 
recoUe^ed how much he had paid at •Dsatade ; and' fiwfek the 
style in which he was served here, he did not doobc but that 
lodefi«y what he had contracted, would nearly exhaust ha 
•fl. He-cmpta^d the eontsots of his pockot into his hnndi « 
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cninea «uid nineteen shiUings were lUl that he p mrnmuA ; a> 
iush of terror suffused itself over his fiice ; he bad never knewii 
the want of money before^ and he trembled now §ar fear th» 
eharge should exceed his means of payment. 

Jenkins entered with the bill% On the Count's examining 
it, he was pleased to find, that it amounted to no more than 
the- only piece of gold which his purse contained. He laid it 
fkMtf n on the teaboard, and putting half a crown into the hand 
of^Jenlcins, who appeared to be waiting for something, wrap» 
ped his ckiak round hini|i and was walking out of the room. 

" I «uppo6e» my lord," cried Jenkins, poeketihsf Uie money 
with a smirk, aikd bowing with the tlungs in his handsj we 
Are to hare the honour of seeing your lordship again, as yoa 
leare your portmanteau behind youl^'* - 

Thaddeus hesitated a few seconds, then again moving to-^ 
wards fibfi door, said, '' I wiU send for it." . 

f ' &r what name^ my lord 7" 

" The Count Sobieski." 

Jenkins immediately sat down tlie teaboiifd,.and hurrying 
after Thadde^is along the passage and through Uie coffe^room^ 
darted before him^ and opemne the door £>r him to go out, ex- 
claimed loud enough for every oody to hear, ** Depend upon it. 
Count Sobieski^ I will take care of your lordship's baggage.*^ 

Thaddeus, rather displeased at his noisy c^ciousness, only 
bent his head, and proceeded into the street.. 

The air was piercing cold ; and on his lookhig. around, be 
perceived by the dispoeition of the souare in whidi he wan, 
that it must be a market place. The oooths and stands wete 
Covered with snow ; whilst paiits of the pavement were ren- 
dered nearly impassable, by the heaps of black ice which the 
market people the preeading day had shovelled up out of their 
way. He now recoUecUed that it was Sunday,, and conse- 
quently, the improbability of finding any lodgings.on that day. 

He stood under the piazzas ibr two or t£cee minutes, be- 
wildered on»thf i^an be should adopl)* to return to the holiel 
to any purpose mitto sleep, in the present state of his finances, 
would be impossible; he theref(»e save himself up, inclement 
as the season was^ to walk about the streets till night; Wb^ 
he Would go back to the Hummums to hie bed dwmber, 91111 
in the morning quit it for a residence more suitable to the ce» 
dixctioik of bis fikptunes. 

The wind blew a keen north east, with a violent shower of 

.«leet luad rain ; yetisuch was the abstraction of his mind, that 

hA. Wdly observed its bittemea8».bttt walked on, mantes 
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vhitlier his feet led hin^ till he slopped opposite to St Muv 
tin's church. 

"GJod is my only friend,'* said he to himself "and in him 
house I shall surely find sijclter." 

He turned 11*7 the steps, and was entering the pocch, wlie&. 
he met the cono;regation thronging out of it. 

**Is the semce over?" he inquired of a decent lookin^^old 
woman, who was passing him down stairs. The womaik 
started at this question asked her in English by a person whoso 
dress was so completely that of a foreigner. He repeated it ; 
and she snuUng and curtesying, reptied : 

** Yes, sir, and I am sorry for iL Lord bless your handsoin^. 
fiice, though you be a foreign gentleman^ it does one's heart - 
good to see you so devoutly giren t" 

Thaddeus blushed at this personal compliment, though it 
came firom the lips of a wrinkled old woman, and beg^^ing 
permission to assist her down the stairs, he asked when ser^ 
rice begun again. 

" At three o'clock, sir, and msy heaven blQSS the woiher 
who bore so pious a son !" 

As the poor woman spoke, she raised her eyes with a me- 
lancholy resignation. The County touched with her words 
and manner, almost unconscious to himself, continued by her^ 
side as she hobbled down the streeL 

His eyes were fixed on the ground, till, as he walked for* 
xrard, somebody pressing against him, made him look round ; 
he saw that his aged oompanion had just knocked at the door 
of a mean looking house, and that he and she wene surrounded 
by near a dozen boys, who, through curiosity, had followed 
them from the church poirch. 

"Ah! sweet sir," cned she, " these folks aria staring to see 
■0 fine a gentleman taking notice of a^e and poverty." 

Thaddeus felf uneasy at the inquisitive gaze of some of the . 
by-standers ; and his companion observing it by the fluclua 
tions of his coiutenance, added, as the door was opened by a 
little ffirl : 

" Will your honour walk in out of the rain, and warm your*, 
self by my poor fire ?" 

He hesitated a moment, then accepting her invitation, bent 
his head to get under the humble door* way, and following . 
thiou^ a neatlv sanded passage, entered a small but clean 
kitchen. A little boy who was sitting on a stool near the 
fire, uttered a scream at the sight of a stranger; and running 
up to his srandmoUier, roUed hinv^^If round in her doak, cry- 
ing out : 
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* Mammy, mammy, take awny that black man P* 

" Be quiet, William, it is a gentleman, and no black man. 
I am so ashamed, sir ; bat he is only three years old." 

''I should apologize to you,'' returned the Count, smitinp:, 
*' for introducing a person so hideous as to frighten your &- 
mily." 

By the time he finished speaking, the good dame had paci« 
fied the screaming child, who still stood trembling and looking 
askance at the tremendous black gentleman as he stroked the 
head of his pretty sister. 

" Come here, my dear !" said Thaddeus, seating himself by 
the firCj and stretching out his hand to the child. It instantly 
buried Its head in its grandmother's apron. 

"William! William!" cried his sister, pulling hhn by the 
arm. " the gentleman will not hurt you." 

The boy again lifted up his head. Thaddeus threw back ' 
his long sable cloak, and taking off his cap, whose hearse-iike 
plumes he thought might hare terrified the child, he laid it on 
the ground, and again stretching forth both his arms, called, 
to the boy to come to him. lahile William now looked stead* 
fastly in his faee, and then on the cap, which he had laid be- 
side nim : and then, whilst he grasped nis grandmother's apron 
with one hand, he held out the other, half aasm-ed, towards 
the Count. Thaddeus immediately took it, and pressing it 
softly, pulled him gently to him, and placing him on his knee, 
"My little fbllow," said he, kissing mm, "you are not fright- 
ened now." 

"No," said the child, "I see you are not the ugly black 
man that takes away naughty boys. The ugly black man 
has a black face, and snakes on his head : but these are pretty 
curls," added he, laughing^ and putting his little nngers 
throuffh the thick auburn hair which hungm neglected m&sj^* 
oyer Uie forehead of the Count. 

"1 am ashamed your honour should sit in a kitchen," re^ 
Joined Uie old lady, " but I have not a fire in any other room.** 

"Yes," said her grand-dau^ter^ who was about twelve 
years oM. "grandmother has a nice first floor up stairs; but 
because there be no lodgers, there be no fire there." 

" Be silent, Nanny Robson," said the dame, " your pertnesj^ 
teases the gentleman." 

" Oh, not at all," cried Thaddeus, " I ought to thank her^ 
for she informs me that you have lodgings to let ; will yoi( 
allow me to enga|;e them 7" 

^You sbv** cne4 Mrs«Rob90|i, thunderstruck, "forwhfti 
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parpose? Snnly so noble a genUanMA would not live m 111011 
m place as Uus." 

«< I would, MrSh Robson ; I know not wliere I could live with 
more comfort ; and where comfort is, my eood madam, what 
•ignifies the costliness or plaimiess of the owelling*" 

*< Well, sir, if you be indeed serious ; but 1 cannot think you 
so j you are certainly making a joke ^^me^ for my botdnesa ia 
aakmg you into my poor house." 

** Upon my honour I am not, Mrs. Robson. I would gladly 
be your lodger, if you will admit me ; and to conyince yoa 
that I am in earnest, my porttnanteau shall this moment be 
hroueht here.** 

" Well, sir," resumed she, " I shall be honoured in haTing 
you in my house ; but I have no room for any one besides 
jrourself^ not even for a servanL" , 

" I have no servant." ' 

*' Then I will wait on him, mndmother," cned the littlto 
l^anny, " do let the gentleman naye them, I am sure he looks 
honest." 

The old woman coloured at this last obsenration ot the 
child, and proceeded ,> 

" Then, sir, if you should not disdain the rooms when yoli 
aee them, I shall be too happy in having so eood a gentleman 
under my roof. Pardon my boldness sir. But may I ask, I 
chink by your dress you are a foreigner ?" 

"I am," replied Thaddeu^ the sweetness which played 
over his features contracting into a gloom; ^' if you have no 
objection to receive a stranger within your doors, from this 
hour I shall consider it as my home^" 

''As your honour pleases," said Mrs. Robson, ''my terms 
axe half a guinea a week, and I will attend on you as though 
you were my own son ; for I cannot forget, excellent young 
gentleman, the way in which we first met.*' 

" Then I will leave you for the present," returned he, risjng 
and puttins^ down the little WiUiam, who had been amusing 
himself wiui examining the silver points of the star of St. 
ScanislausL and would hardly now Quit his knee: "In the 
mean while," said he, "my pretty friend," stooping to the 
child, " let this piece of silver," was just mounting to hie 
tongue, as he had already put his hand mto his pocket to take 
out half a crown, when he recollected that his necessities 
would no longer admit of such gifls, and drawing his hand 
back with a deep and bitter sigh, he touched the boy*s cheek 
with his lips, and added, "let this kiss ramind yon of yoiv 
new firiena.*^ 



^ ^^nAs-^ksfkb fim instance in the life of Sobieski, tbttt li|i 
generous spirit had ever been restrained ,* and he felt it with 
a paK^, for the poignancy of whicii he could not accotuit. 

Hfrtiad been accustomed to an existence spent in acts of 
munificence. His mndfkther's palace was the asylum of tlie 
"nnhappy ; his grandfather's purse, a treasury for the nnfoftu- 
liate. The sou! of Thaddeus did not degenerate from hk 
noble relative ; his generosity began in inclination, was nni^ 
ttlred by reflection, and strengthened by a daily exercise, that 
rendered it a habit of his nature. Want never appeared he* 
fore hhn, without imparting such sympathetic emotion to his 
excellent heart, that he rested not tiU he had administered 
, every comfort in the power of wealth to bestow. His compas* 
sion and his Purse were the substance and the shadow o^ 
each other. The poor of his country thronged from every 
part of the kingdom, to receive pity and relief at his handsi 
with these houseless wanderers ne peopled the new villages 
which his grandfather had caused to be erected in the midst 
of I^nds which in former times had been given up to wild 
beasts and desolation. Thaddeus participated in tne happi* 
ness of these grateful tenants ; ana many were the old men 
whose eyes he had seen closed in thanxfulness and peace4 
These honest peasants, even in their dying moments, wished 
to give up that life in hb arms which he had rescued from 
misery. He has visited their cottage, he has smoothed their 
{nllow, he has joined in their prayers, and when their last 
sigh came to his ear, he has raised the weeping family from 
'the dust with pious exhortations, and his kindest assurances 
of protection. How often has the Countess clasped her god* 
like son to her breast, when, after a scene like this, he has 
returned home, the tears of the dying man and his children yet 
wet upon his. hand? how often has she strained him to ntt 
heart, while floods of rapture have poured from her eyes? 
Heir to the first fortune in Poland, he scarcely felt the means 
by which he bestowed all these benefits; and with a soul as 
bounteous as heaven had been munificent to him, wherever he 
moved he shed smiles and gifls aroUnd him* How freouently 
has he said to the palatine, when his carriage wheels were 
chased by the tliankful multitude, "O, mv father, how can 1 
ever be sufficiently grateful to God, for the happiness which 
he hath allotted to me^ in makin^me the dispenser of so many 
bl'e^ingsJ The gratitude of tnese peojile overpowers and 
humbles me in my own eyes: what have I done to be so emi- 
aeAtly ikwured of heaven 7 I tremble when I ask myself iht 
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qaMdimJ* ** Yon may tremble, my dear boy," lepKedF hfa 

Sindfiuher, ''for indeed the trial is a severe one: imMperity, 
e Mhrersity, is an ordeal of our conduct. Two roads are 
befiMra the ridb man : vanity and virtue : yoa have chosen the 
latter and the best; and may heaven ever hold yoo in itt 
May heaven ever keep yonr heart generous and pure ! €io on, 
my dear Thaddeus, as you have commenced, and yott will 
iad that your Oeator liath bestowed wealth u}>on you, not 
for what you have done, but as the means of e vincing* how wdU 
ymi woukl dispense the gift." 

This was the fortune of Thaddeus ; and now he who had 
scattered thousands without counting^ them, drew back his 
hand with a sensation something like norror at his own injus- 
tioe, when he was goin^ to eive away one little piece of silver, 
which he might want m a day cr two, to defray some indis* 
pensable debL 

^Mrs. Robsoa," said he, as he replaced liis C4ip upon his 
head, <* I shall return before it is dark." 

** Very well, sir," and opening the door for him, he went Ofrt 
into the lane. 

^norant of the town, and thanking Providence for halving 
prepared for him an asylum, be directed his course towanda 
Oharine Cross. He looked about him, with a deepened sad- 
ness; the wet and palsy state of the streets, gave to every 
oh^cJt SO comfortless an appearance, that he could scarcely 
oe&eve that he was in LoiMion, of which he had read with so 
moeh ddighL Where were those magnificent buildings ha 
expected to see in the emporium of the world ? Where that 
deanliness, and those tokens of greatness and splendour, w^ich 
had been the admiration and boast of travellers ? He could ti6 
where discover them ; aU seemed to him like a dark, gloomy, 
BeaB-looking etty. 

ELardly hiding whither he went, he approached the horses 
guards ; a view of the Park, as it appeeurs through the wide 
porch, promised him less unpleasantness than a dirty pare* 
Bent, and he tnrnad in, takmg his way along the Bira-Cage 
walk. 

The trees stnppad of their leaves, stood naked and dripphig 
with melted snow. The season was in unison with the Count's 
filter He was taking the bitter wind for his repast, and auenelH 
ing his thirst with the rain that fell on his pale and Kvferish 
lip: he foil the cutting blast euter his breaA; and ehuUing 
hm eye*iid8 to rqiel tlM tears which were rising from hisiheai% 
ha mUud foster, bat in spite of himself, the drops mineka 

9 
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%Hth the wet that trickled team his oap down oh l^is flioei ' -OtfB 
melancholy thought introduced another, till* his" a^tkted sool 
liyed over again, in memory, every calamity which had re*> 
duced htm from happiness to misery. Two or three heayy ajici 
qonyulsed sifhs followed these reflections ; and i|uidieniiig his 
pace, he waued once or twice rovmd the Paik< the minhatt 
now .ceased, and hardly observing any body that passttd,' be 
threw himself down upon one of the chairs, tuad sat in aimisiiig 
posture, with his eyes fixed on the opposite trese. -' " 

A sudden sound of voices ap^roacning, roused hma.-^ mu^ 
turning his eyes, he saw the speakers were two young men, 
whom ne judeed by their dress, must belong to tne resiment 
of the sentmei who was patrolhng at the end of the nunl. 

" By heavens, Berrington,'' cried one, " it is the best d^apeid 
boot I ever beheld i I have a great mind to ask him wbetner 
it be English make." ' ■; 

/'And if it be^" refilled the o^er, with a' sneer, *<y^ou must 
ask him who made his legs, that you may send yottrs to hi 
nended." 

"Who the devil can see my leg through that boot?^* 

"Oh ! if to hide them be ytmr reason, pray adL him imme- 
diately." 

"•And so I will, for I think the boot damned handsome*" . 

At these words^ he was maki^ up towards Sobteski:with 
two or three longetndes, when hiscompanicm pulled hiiu backj 

" Surely^ Harwold, you will not act so ridiculously. H« 
appears to be a foreigner of rank, and he may take a^ront and 
knock you down." 

" Curse him and his rank too ; he is some paltry enugsmnts 
I warrant, and may the devil fly away with my legs if 1 ^tm% 
ask him who made his boots." .>■{}/ 

As he spoke, he would have dragged his companion akmff 
with him, out Berrington broke &om his airm, and the fboi, 
who now thought himself dared to it, hustled up cfose totlni 
chair, and bowed to Thaddeus, who, hiirdly . crediting 'tliat hm 
could- be the subject of this dialogue, .retwiied the MhitatiQii 
with a cold bend of his head. 

Harwold loolded' h little confounded at ^h haughty de- 
meanor, and whiJfit his face for once in Ms life biished at im 
own insolence, ^i^XMuied oUt-as if in defiamce of all shaohe : ' '• 

**Pray, sir, where did you get your boot* ?" • \ 

"Where I got my sword, sir," replied Thaddeus^ calmlf | 
and, rising from his seat, he darted his eyef dildainially ai 
llie «6accofab^ an^ walked slowly i^own the maUcl Mvirfiimd 



THADDEtJS dP WARSAtri 99 

taiA AotxM. at sudi behariotir in a British officer, as he mored 
away, lie distinctly heard Berrington laughing aloud, and ridi* 
cuUn^ the astonishment and set-down air of his impudent 
associatel 

. This incident did not so much ruffle the temper of Thaddeus^ 
hs it amazed and perplexed him. 

"Is this a specmien," thought he, **of a nation which, on 
the continent, is reneratcd for courage, manliness, and gene- 
rosity ? Well, I find I have much to learn. I^must go through 
the Ills of-fiib, to estimate myself Aoroughly; and I must 
study mankind themselves, and not in their history, to hare a 
true knowledge of what they are.** 

This strange rencountre was of service to him, by diverting 
his mind into another channel, than the intense contempla* 
t!on of his situation; and as the dusk drew on, he turned his 
steps towards the Hummums. 

On enterinsr the coffee-room, he wks met by the obsequious 
Jenkins, who Wing told by Thaddeus that he wanted his bag* 
gage, and a carriage to be sent for, went for the -things him* 
self, and sent a boy for the coach, 

A man dressed in black was standing by the chimney, and 
seemed to .be eyeing Thaddeus, as he walked up and down, 
with great attention. ' Just as he had taken anotner turn, and 
drew near him) the stranger accosted him rather abruptly. 

" Pray, sir, are there any news stirring Abroad? you seem, 
sir, to be oome from abroad ?" 

" None, that I know, sir." 

" Bless me, that's strange. I thou^t, sir, you came from 
abroad, sir; from the continent, from roland, sir? at least th6 
waiter said so, sir.»» 

Thaddeus coloured ;" the waiter, sir ?" 

•* I mean, sir," continued the gentleman, "nsibW confused at 
the dilemma into which he had brought himself; "the waiter 
said you were a coiint, sir, a Polish count^t least the Count 
Sobieski ; hence I conclude you are from Poland. If I have 
offended, I hes pardon, sir ; out in these times we are anxious 
for every intefligence." 

Thaddeus nuule no other reply than a slight inclination ot 
his head ; and walking forwara to see whe^r the coach had 
arrived, he thought, whatever travellers Hwa related of the 
English, the/ were the most impertinent race of people in the 

▼orld. 

The stranger would not be contented with what he had 
already sdid, but plucking up new cooragei pursued the 
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pount to Uie gltss door, through which be VM \acikmgf tad 

resumed: 

'* I believe sir, I am not wrong : you are the Count Etobieski ; 
and I have the honour to be now speaking with the braTest 
champion of Polish liberty.'' 

Thaddeus again bowed : " I thank you, sir, for the oompU* 
^ent you intend me^ut I cannot take it to myself j all the 
inen in Poland, old and young, nobles and peasants, wers 
her champions, equally sincere, equally brave." 

Nothii^ could silence the inquisitive stranger: the coadi 
drew up, but he went on. 

" Then I hope that many of these patriots beudes your lord* 
ship, have taken care to bring away their wealth from a land 
pow abandoned to destruction V* 

For a moment Thaddeus for^t himself in his country, and 
all her rights, and a^ her suffermgs rose in his countenance. 
, '^iNQ» sir ! not one of those men, and, least of all, would I 
have drawn one vital drop from her heart ! I left in her bo^ 
§om all that was dear to me, all that I possessed ; and not until 
I saw the chains brought before my eyes^ that were to lay her 

S, irons, did I turn my back on calamities whidi I could no 
nger avert or alleviate." 
' The ardour of his manner, and the elevation of his voice, 
nad drawn the attention of every person in the room upon 
him, when Jenkins entered with his baggage. The door being 
opened, Sobieski got into the coach, and ^adly hastened front 
a conversation which awakened all his griefl 

'^Ah, poor enthusiast!" exclaimed his inquisitor, as the 
carriage arove off; '^ it is a pity that so fine a young man 
should have made so ill a use of his birth and oCncr advan* 
tages !" 

*' He appears to me," observed an old clergyman, who sal 
In an adjoming box, " to have made the best possible use of 
(lis talents j, and had 1 a son, I would rather hear him utter 
such a sentiment as that with which he quitted the room, than 
see him master of millions." 

«May be so," cried the questioner, -with a disdainful and 
an^y glance, " Different minds ineUfie to different objects !^ 
His iias decided for the "wonderful, the toild^^ and a pretty 
end he hss made of his choice." 

** Why, to be sure," observed another heurker, "young peo- 
ple should he brought up with reasonable ideas ox right and 
wrongs and prudence : nevertheless, I should not Uke a son of 
jpouie to run harem scarem through my property and his QVD 
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^fire: y<$t one cannot help, when one hears such a hnctt ftpeedi 
to that from the fofeig;nei' jusc gone out, I say, one caniMt 

.help thinking it very fine.** 

( " True, true,*' cried the inquisitor, " you are right, sir ; tcry 
Sne indeed) ^ut too fine to wear; it would soon leave us 
nakedf as it b^ done him,' for it seems by his own confession 

'he'is petinyless i and I know a twelvemonth ago h€ was mas- 

^ ter of a fortune, which, however incalculable, he has managed, 

' with ^11 his talents, to see the end nf." 

"Theft he, is in distfessl'' ezclaihieif the elergymoB^ ** atfd 
you know him 7*^ 
. The mail coloured at this tniexpected- inference, and etam- 

' mering some words which no one tould make out, took up hia 
hat, and looking at his watch, said, '*I beg panlon. genUe- 
nan, I have an appointment,** and hurried out of the rtoom 
without speaking tarthei%notwithstanding the good clergy- 
man^ whose name' wa3 Blackmore, hastened aner him, re* 
guesting to know where the young foreigner lived. 

''^Who is that coxcomb?** cried the draconcerted doctor, as 
he returned from his unavailing application. 

"I don*t know, sir,'* replied the waiter, '* I never saw him 
in this house before last nigiht, when he came in late to sleep ; 
and this moming he was in the coffee room at breakfast, just 
as the foreign gentleihan walked through ; and Jenkins bawl- 
ing lUs naa^ out very loud, as soon as ne was gone, this here 
genttenvui m the poy^dered hair, asked him who that count 
was. I heard Jenkins ' say some Russian name, and tell kim 

. he came last nicht, and likely would come back agi^in ; and so 
that there geiSeman hias been loitering about idl day till 
now^ ^en the ibreign gentleman conung in, he s^ioke xo, 

him.' 
^And.4on't you know any thing further of llijiB fbreig^ief.** 

". "1^0, sir." 

"lam sorry Ibr th^t^ Poor fellow ?»» sighed the ok! nfan, 

**he has bec» unfortunate, and I might have befriended hifi^.»» 
".yeSf t0 b«i fl)jre, doctor,'! cried the speaker, who now rose 

.tQ acciQpipany him but, "it is our duty to befriend the nnfor* 

.^i^te; but cl^ity begins at home, and as all's for the; best, 
. Psrhf^it|^b,IvrQky we did not heeur any more about this yotmg 
* • t^ow*. y^i might h^ve involved ourselves in a vast-cfeal' <tf 
c. pnpecessary trouble and you know, the people of P<^aiid httve 

no claims -upon us.'* 



" Qettaxmy/^. jreplied the doctor,. "none in the world, 
than thiDse' which nd hdhian' creature can dispute, tUe elaima 
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4Qf aatiure. * All mankind are boni. heira of jsuJSeiingi and at 

Joint inheritors, if we do not wi})e away each other's tearsi it 

will prove b'at a comfortless portion." 
'*Ah! doctor," cried his companion, aa they separated at 

the end of Charles-street, " you have always the best of the 

argument ; you have logic and Aristotle at your fingjer ends."" 
" Noy my friend, my arguments are purely Christian. Na- 
, ture 13 my logic, and the bible my teacher." 

" Ah, there you have me again. You parsons are as bad 9t 
i Uie lawyers; when once you get a poor smner among you, he 

finds it as hard to get out of the church as out of the dianeery. 
.However^ have it your own way \ charity is vpur trade, and 

I won't be in a hiury to dispute the monopoly. Gfood day. 
-if I stay much lone er, you'U make me believe black is white," 
' • Dr« 0lackmore hiook him by the hand, and wishing him a 
-cood morning, returned home, pitying the worldliness of his 
.'Sripi^'e mind ; and pondering on the interesting stramffer, 

whom he admired and compsissionated to absolute pain ; oe- 
, eause he believed him to be unfortunate, and out of the reach 

of his services. 



CHAPTER X. 

Tqs Count Sohieski was cordially received by his worthy 
landlc^dy ; indeed he never stood more in need ofsrindness. A 

. . alow iever, whicli had been gradually creeping over him since 

. his ouitting Poland^ had settled on his lungs, and excited a 
icougn, that kept him awake all nighty and reduced him to 
iuch weakness in the day, that he neither had strength nor 

" spirit^ to stir abroad. 

Mrs. l^obson was greatly distressed at this sudden and vio* 

,:'k^nt'illneasof her guest. Her own son, the father of the or- 

^'.nhans whom she protected, had died a victim to consumption, 

• Drought (Mi.by his excesses. 

Thaddeu^ gave himself up completely to her managemest ; 
he had no money for mediccu assistance : and to please her, ha 
took what little medicines she prepared. According to ner 
adviice, he remained for several days shut up in his^amber, 
with a large fire, his curtains drawn, and the shutters shut,- tp 
exclude the smallest portion of that air, which the good vo 
man thought had already stricken him with death. 

« .Buit all would not do ; the patient became worse and woraa. 



Mrt«MMd 1 1ho aymptmoBf Mn. RoImob bcgaed lea^e to, 
•MM for tktt apothecary, who hmd attended her deceased son. 
Is tbas in s t a nc e only, die found the Count obatioate ; no ar- 
ganents, mor even nor teara, could move him. When ahe 
■lood weepini;, holding hia burning hand, hia answer waa cozk* i 
atantly orthis kind : 

** Do not, my ezceUoni Mn. Rohaon, criere yourself on my * 
atoMittl: I amnot in the danger you think; t ahaU do very» 
w»li witn yoor aaBiatanoe." 

^No^ BO, I aae death in your evea. Can I ibet this haad^! 
and see that hectic cheek, without oeholding your grave, as it; 
trere^ epfing before ma ?** " y ' 

She was not aradi mistaken ; for during the night after uxis 
debate, Thaddens grew so deiirious, tliat no longer able to 
subdue her terrora, ahe sent for the apothecary to come in- 
eCantly to her house. 

'* O! doctor,* cried she, as the man ascended the stairs, ''I 
have the best young gentleman 4ii^ ever the sun shone oiw, 
dying in that room ! He would not let me send for you; adc^ 
BOW ne is ra^Bg like a mad oreatore." 

Mr. Vincent •enterid the ^Count's iiumbJe apartment, and 
ua dtuw the curCaiBa of the bed. Thaddeuq^ exhausted by 
his delirium, had sunk back, almost Kensaless, on the pillow.^ 
Mrs. Robeen, ua<chis ngh|v .lupposing him dead, uttered a 
Ariek tiiat was jo m. moment effhoed 1^ tiie cries of Him littlfi 
William, who stood ^es^'his-grandnnHher. ^ 

^ Hush, my good womda^^sraid the doctor in a low Toice, 
*^tlie gentleman is not. dead; leave the room till you have re<* 
eorenSl yourself and I will eogage that you shall see him 
alire when you return." 

Mfs. Robsoo, consideriBg all his words as oracles, quitte4 
the room with her grandson. 

Mr. VlneeBt had itftt. On bhtering tlie chamber, that th% 
fever of hie |MitieBt must be Bii|^epted by the hot and sdflipg 
■tuteef'the room: and before he attedapted to disturb him 
llrom the ten^ocary rest which his senses found in insen^i- 
Mhyi Ike oMMd the window Shutters, di^nped the raging <^f 
ihB fire witn ashes and water, and then unclosiiig' the POom 
4oor wide enouBh tondmit the air from the adMiuun^ apart- 
"BMBt^ undtf s Kr W the custains of the bed, and pulhng 'thfS 
.h«iT7 clothes down from the Count's bosom, raised his k^m 
«B mm uvB^ and noused some dsops into his mouth. In a 
moment he opened his eyes, aod uttefed a few w/ld and inc^ 
feir«af voids: bat h* m not rate^ Iw.only wandered^iuM 



appeafe^ to know that he di^so, forWh^Q he ^xrfie Jtaafi e re J ; 
hu powers, he erery now and then stopped m thfl midst o£« 
•ome confused spcecn, and mqtiired the tei^or of kis daeonneAl 
' Mrs. Robson soon after entered the loom, and ipmrnd^mt;. 
her thanks tb i§ie apothecary, whom eh* regarded -Maimottit 
a worker of miraclea. •',..♦• 

''I nitut have him bled, Mn^ RebsoiijV.coBCinucc^dM^ ''^ttad 
for that purpose shall ^o home for my assifltmt asii taMatsf <) 
but. in the meanwhile, 1 charge you to let eiwry thing; reailuiw 
in tne state that I have left it. TIm heat aloae.womdk^e 
been enough to have pven K'frfer to ft man in beahht*' . ^ 

•When the apothecary relumed, he saw that his boBiD^mda' 
had been strictly obeyed ; and' finding that tbe '<^angB of at- 
mosphere hacf wrought some alteratioiv-in hispaticsitiJietobli?! 
his arm without any dif^rculty, and-bled him. - At tht eodiOir 
tiw. operation Thadcleus a^ain fainted. . ' ••. . .t , ;. i^. 

*<roor ffentleman,"* ened Mn Vincent, bhnling;iim > the 
ifround'^belore he tried 't#rt*coter him; '^ look here,; To»/H 
jiointing to the "scarb oh his- arm and breaat^-^^seckfwkatAetN) 
i^ble cuts haye been made there! This haeiiKft.bMik.p4ciyij^ 
at soldiers! Who is y(mr lodf e/, MrsiRabMn^d!' y .-. - 

** 4. Mr. Conitantine, Mr.. ViBcaats Bwbibr 4i6aTei»'«4ltil» 
rt&tbre him out of thttt aw^n.** , • .1 ■ .-. . , -.iirij .■: 
' 1^. YiiKteot poured more drops into kiiimoatjbf aod 'K 
Aiikmt^ hflerwaituhe opened his aye%dhrestei^of their feioeriAb! 
^arcj but looking dull tod lieay^r- He< spoke «o Mrs* Robsoip 
Dy her r^ame; 'which gave <her siieh. delight that..^ efipght 
his hand tip her lips, and burst insto tears. The astioa w^s^ 
instantaneous and vioknt thM H made him feiel Uia«^i^[AeJSs^ 
his arm ; and casting his eyes towards the men. near hje be^ 
he conjecturedf wfiat had* beenl^s state, «mL what tke fl^vse-* 
q^uence. : • • . - ."* •. .:..... . -. ^ 

*f Come, 'Mrs. Bobsoii','' said the-apothectery^.'Ay^U.musi 
not disturb the gentlemam How do* yon ind ymi^^^^i^^ 

Thadtfeus haring regained his perieett repelkcUiW, ^U mv* 
easy; but as the deed oould not be reealled,7<k0 Uiiwlied^t^ 
doctor for the scryiee he had recaiyed, and ■a44ia<»^i9r,laii^ 
'^dEratefli] worAito his hostess. f'--, ■, . .j ...^j 

[ llfi. Vincent was glad to- see so pn]iiiisii^.«AiMQ#tp>l||p 

Sroce^diti^ and soon after retired with his !ifiBn|aiitij»Bf1iMj;|L 
L.obsoB^ to giye Airther directions. ^ '<■', /■„'.[ 

' 'x)n uMang'the kitchett- she threw faeraelf:iQiD,4f«lM^^ (mI^ 

fVoke 2dxo a baroxynri oDamentationsL:! ./ 'i ').t < « 

^^'^My ^ iv^ihifi, what ie aIiihia.tibout 21i«qiM|%4^i]i^ 
' >rt *' IS not my patient better 7" 
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* Tea,** cmd she, drying her eyes; *< but the bed in which 
he liea^ the whole scene, puts me so m mind of the last mo- 
ments of my poor unfortunate, misgvided son, that the very 
thought of It goes throus^h my heart like a knife. O! had 
my My been as good as Uiat dear gentleman, had he been as 
well prepared to die, I think I womd scarcely have erieredl 
Y«ty Mftven spare Mr. Constantine. Will he live?" " 

** I hop^ no, Mrs, Bobson : this fever is inveterate ; but he ii 
jrofung, and with extreme care, we may preserve him.'' 

''The Lord grant it!" cried she, "for ne is the best g;entle- 
man that I ever beheld. He has been above a week with me, 
•ad tUl this night, in which he lost his senses, though hardly 
able lo breathe or see, he has readout of books that be brought 
with him: and good books too: for it was but ^esteroay 
momng, I saw Uie dear soul sitting by the fire, with a book 
mk the table, whidi he had been studying; near an hour ; and 
as I was dusdag about^ I saw him lay his head down on it, 
and put his hand on his temples. 'Alas! sir,' said I, 'you \ 
taa^e your brains with these books of leiMning, when yth . 
«nght to be taking resL* ' No, Mrs. Robson,' returned he, " . 
with a sweet smile, 'in this book I am seeking rest; St is the 
iMst soother of human afiHotions:' he 'closed it, and put it on 
theehumiey*pieee ; and when I looked at it afterwaras, I saw 
it was the scriptures. Can you wonder that I should love so 
excellent a gentleman?'' 

" It is a strange account yoii have given of your lodger," re- 
plied Viaeent : " I hope he is not a methodist ; for, if so, I shall 
doipsir of his cure, and think his delirium had another cause 
hesides fever." 

^'Amethodist! No, sir, he is a Christian: and as good a reiu* 
•ooahl^ sweet tempered gentleman, as ever came into a house. 
Alas! I believe he is more like a papist; thoijgh theyssy 
papista don't read the bible, but worship images.** 

^ Why, what reason have you to suppose that? He^s an 

^Mfjfi^mnMnj IS he nOt ?" 

" O Qi^ he is an emigrant." 

" An emigrant ! O, ho *" cried Vincent, with a discontented 
and eontamptuous raise of laia eyebrows and voice ; " what, a 
poor Frenemnani Good Lord, how this town is overrun oy 
those feUows !" 

"No, doctor," exclaimed Mrs. Robson, much hurt in pride 
and fteluig at this affiront to her lodger, whom she really loved ; 
** whatever he be^ he is not poor^ for he has a power of fine 
tlungp; ht h^o fioi » watch all pver diamonds, and dlMUond 
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ffngs, and diamond pictures without numlier. S(S d&etor, yon 
need not fear that you are attending him for ekaiityf ao, I 
V^uld sell my gown first." * • : 

** Nay, don't he offended, Mrs, Robson ; I meant no dieaeey'^ 
returned lie, much mollified by this explanation of hard-; *'hai 
really, ^hen we see the bread that should ieed our children^ and 
our own poor, eaten up by a parcel of lazy French drones,, who 
have covered our land ana destroyed our produce, like a s'^rm 
of filthy locusts^ we sboukl be 6)ols not to murmur. But Mi^. 
Mr. — what did you call him, Mrft^ Robson? is a diifereat &ori 
ofabody.'* 

" Mr. Constantine," replied she, " and indeed he is ; and no 
doubt, when you recover nim, he will pay you aiS ihoag;h ha 
were in his own country." 

This last assertion of hers banished' all remainin^'MttinBion 
from the apothecary's face ; and after giving; her wmt ortkra 
y he thought requisite^, he returned home, promising to tall m 

^ Xheevenmg. 

*i| Mrs. Robaon went up stairs to the COunffe diamber, with 

,; othear feelings towards her infallible doctor than those with 

^ which she came down. She well recollected die subatanoeof 

his disoDurse , and she ^thered from it, diat however clev«r 
he mif ht be in his profession, he was a hard heaprted-mafi, whb 
would raither see a fellow creature perish, than admiAisttt 
relief to him without a reward. ^ 

But here Mrs. Robson was mistaken. She (Kd him justice 
in esteeming his medical abilities. Which were greM : he haxl 
made medicine the study of his life; and -not allowing 4Ciiy 
, irreleyazit occupation to msturb bis attention, he became inai^ 
ter of that science, while ignorant of every otner with iM^idh it 
^ad no connexion. He was the father of a fanfiUy, and ki-^ 
usual acceptation, of the term^ 'f a yery good sort OJf It nuuvV 
he pi^rre^ h^ country to every oUier, because -iv wsta 'hda 
eountry : he loved his wife and children : he was kindt^f the 

Soor, to whom he gave his advice gratis, and letters to t%e 
ispensary for drugs ; and when he had broken vitftiials to 
spare, he desired it to be divided amoi^ them ; but he seldom 
caught his maid obeying this part of nis commands^ withoitt 
reprimanding her for het extravagance in giving away >what 
^ght to be eaten in tha kitchen; **vs^ these tiMes it was<'a 
^Ibjune to waste a crumb, and Uie careless hussy would oome 
^ want for thinking so lightly of other people's bro{)eity.* •' 

'!|^l)us,^ Ulce many in the world, he was a loyRi citizen from 
habiti an ^ectionate &thef from nature, and a man of ^bwity 



• teaiMekenovand then ftU pity, and aow Mid tlumlMaRl it 
fHwacbed frpm the pulpits He was exhorted to be pious, and 
to pour wine and oU into the wounds of the stranger ; but it 
never once struck him that piety extended (arther than going 
to churoh, niumblin«; his prayers, and fai^settini^ the sermon, 
through mosl. of which he geneialiy slept ; aad hn «oinanentfr- 
ries on the good Samaritan were toot more exiensive j ibr the 
stranger, to nim^ was like the Canaanite emba^^ that cheated 

. the host «f Israel, his nearest neighbour. To have been bom 
<m the olhfer side of the British channel, .^Mread aa ocean be- 
tw«eeD the poor foreigner and Mr. Vincent's purse, which to 

. 4iliis hour the swiflest wings of charity could never cross. ** He 
saw no reason," he said, "for feeding the natural enemies of 
our country* Would any man be mad enough to take the 
meat from his children's mouths, and throw it to a swarm of 
wolves just landed on the coast?" These wolves were his 

■ 6ivourite metaphors when he spoke aC the unhappy French, 
or any other pennyless foreignersi who came in his way* 

After this explanation, it. will appear paradozicfl^ to men- 
tion an inconsistency in^he mind of Mr. Vincent, Uiat would 
never perniit him to discover, the above Cainish mark c< vaga- 
bondism upon the wealthy strafi^r of-.whaif^ver j^untry. 
6oBiehow or othei^ it was iviih liim as ^ith mamr : riches 
were a ^kendid And thick robe, that-^onosaleid all blenMsbst: 
Uik» it away, and probably the ftodr stripped wretch would 
he treated «ven worse than his crimes deserve. 

That his new pati€ht possessed some property, was suffi- 
cient to ensure the res|>ect and medical skill of Mr. Vincent ; 
and when he entered his own house, he told his wife that ke 
had found ^*a very good job at Mrs. Kohsqn% in the ilinesa 
of a Mr. Constantme, her lodger J* 

When the Count Sobieski quitted tJieHummums, the even- 
ing 0|M which he luou^ht away his baggagt^ ke had been so 

.diMe^QCi;^ by the unpertinenco of the man who accosted 
hini^ ikaC^ deteismned no longer to expose himself 40 insult, 

. 1^ retainiac a title which rendered h»a\ obnoxipus to fhe on- 

ff^mii^joi ine insoleot spidfipseasblef- and therefore, when 
Mrs. Robson asked him hew ahe should address hip», as he 

*,wae averse to assuming* ftiigkied name, he mefsly aiiPtidned 
Mr. Consliuitine. 

Und^ that unobtrusive <^tact6r he hoped il> time to ao» 
connnedate his feelings ttf the change of fortune which Provi* 
deiK^ had alletted to. him* He must for^t his nobility, hie 

. .irifiit end hi« ffoii»ibikty t he must eain his subsitttpoe. Mi 
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by whftt memM t- He v/ta im>rant of ImsinesIS ; awl Ke kMW 
not how tarn his aceompl^hments to vdeount. Sudi wore 
his meditations, till illness and delirinm deprired hitki oftheiey 
and of reason toother. 

At the expiration of a week, in which Mr. Vineent attetidM 
his patient rery re|;ularly, Sobiesid was able to remo?« into 
the front room, and leare that ?loomy chamber whelne he had 
ending so much an^aifl^ of body and mind. - Uneaaiiieu 
about how he should discharge the debts he had ipcurred, va- 
tarded his' fecorery, and made his hours pass ii) eheerleaa 
meditation on the scanty means he possessed, to repay the 
^ood widow, and satisfy the aridity m* the apothecary, wlrio, 
m proportion as his patient could mar the addition, had sent 
in phials of medicines by dozens. Pecuniary obligation was 
a load to whichf he had been unaccustomed ; and, once Or 
twice, the wish almost escaped his heart, that he had died. 

Whenever he was left to think, such were always his re- 
flections ; but Mrs. Robson, who discovered that he appeared 
more fererish, and had worse niehts after bein^ much alone 
during the day, contrived, though she was obliged to be in 
her little shop, to leave either Nanny to attend his warns, nr 
little William to amuse him. 

The ehiki by ks uncommon quickness and artlessnesa of 
manner, gained upon tile Count, who was ever alive to help- 
lessness and innocence. Children and animals always found 
a friend and protector in him. From the ** majntie loor-^ofve 
unih hi» n«rJb cblhed m thtmdef,^ to ** the poor beetle thtU wo 
tread vptnu,^^ every creature of creation mel an advocate of 
mercy m his breast : and as human nature is prone to kwre 
what it has been kind to, Thaddeus never saw titber ehil^reti, 
dogs, or even the poor slandered and abused animal the asu, 
that he did not by some spontaneous act show it^attention. 

The fittle WStam now possessed what alTectioii he cottfd 
spare from tnemory. He hardly eter left his side, whsiv ha 
sat on a stool, prattling about any tuin^ that came niti» his 
head: or seated on his knee, fbllowed with his eyes and play- 
inr fiagers the Count's hand, as he ifcetdied a horse, or a 
soldier,, for his pretty companion. 

. in •*» way, he slowly acquired sufficient strength to alloiw 
him to quit his dressing-gown, and prepare fbr a walk. 

A hard frost had succeeded to the chilling damps of Novem- 

tMT ; and lofjking out of the wind^, he longed, with almost 

•enaations of eagerness, a^ain to iiifhale the fresh air. After 

. ^aeme tender altercations with Mrs. Rdbson, who fbared toumt 



ereii down ttairs, he at length (xmquered ; and taking; tht 
littie William in his hand, folded his pelisse round him, and 
promising to venture no fiurther than the king's Mews, was 
■uiFered to go out. 

As he hflul expected, he found the keen breeze act 13ce a 
charm on his debilitated frame, and with braced nerveis, and 
exhilarated spidts, he walked twice up and down the place& 
whilst his comi>amon played before him, throwing stones, and 
running to pick them up. At this moment one of the king's 
carria«;es, pursued by a concourse of people, suddenly drore 
in at the Charine Cross ^te. The frightened child screamed 
and fell. Thaddeus seemg its danger, darted forward, and 
seizing the heads of the horses, y^^^ were within a yard of 
the boy, stopped them : meanwhile, the mob gathering abont| 
one of them lifted up William, who continued his cries. The 
Count now let go the reins, and for a few minutes tried to 
pacify his little charge ; but finding that his alarm and shrieks 
were not to be quelled, and that his own figure from his sin* 

Sdarity of dress, (his high cap and feathers adding much to 
s height,) had drawn on him the whole attention of die peo- 
ple, who Quitted the carriage and collected round him, he took 
the ttemblinp; child in his arms, and walking through the 
Mews, was followed by some of the by-standers almost to the 
door of Mrs. Robson's shop. 

Seeing the people, and her grandson sobbing on the breast 
tsf her guest, she ran out and luistily asked what had happen- 
ed. ThaddeUs simply answered that the boy had oeen 
frightened. But when they entered the house, and he had ' 
thrown himself, exhausted, on a seat, William, as he stood 
by his knee, told his grandmother, that if Mr. Constantina 
had not stopped the horses, he must have been run over. The 
Count was now obliged to relate the whole story; which 
ended with the blessings of the poor woman for his goodness, 
to risk his own life in such a weak state for the preserration 
of her darling child. 

Thaddeus in vain assured her, that the action deserved no 
thanks, as it was spontaneous and merely his dutv. 

" Well,** cried she, "it is like 3roar8elf, Mr. Cfonstantinet 
you think all your good deeds nothing ; and yet any little odd 
thing that 1 can do out of pure love to serve you, you cry up 
to the skies. However, we won't fall out ; I say heaven bless 

roo, and that is enough! Has your walk refreshed you? But 
need not ask ; you have already got a colour." 
•♦Yes,** returned he, ribing and taking off his cap and clonk^ 

10 
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*'it has put me ID a glow, and made me ^uiie a&adier ctes- 
tiire." As he finlBhed speaking, he dropped the thinp from 
the hand that held them, and staggered back against the wall. 

"Good Lord I what is the matter?'' cried Mrs. Robson, 
alarmed, and looking in his face, which was now as pale as 
death, ** what is the matter 1^ 

*<]Nothing, nothing." returned he, recovering himself and 
gathering up the cloak he had let fall, " don't mind me, Mrs. 
Robson ; nothing," and he was leaving the kitchen to go up 
stairs : but she followed him, terrified at his looks and manner. 

** Pray, Mr. Constantine !" 

" Nay, my dear madam," said he, leading her back again, 
" I am not well : I believe mv walk has overoxne me. I^t 
me be a few minutes alone, till I have recovered myself. It 
will oblige me.*' 

"WeU, sir, as you please," and she curtsied; then laying 
her withered hand fearfully upon his arm, as he was quitting 
the room, ''Forgive me, dear sir," said she, "if my attentions 
are troublesome. Indeed, I fear that sometimes great love ap- 
pears like i^eat impertinence : I would always be serving you, 
and therefore I often forget the wide difference that there is 
between yoiur honour's station and mine." 

The Count could only press her hand gratefully, and i^iith 
an emotion that made him hurry up stairs. "When in his room 
he shut the door, and cast a wild and inquisitive ^aze around 
the apartment, then tlijrowing himself into a chair, he struck 
his head with his hajid, and ejc claimed, *' It is gone ! What 
will becoipe of me 7 .of tills poor woman, whose substance I 
have consumed ?" 

It was true, the watch, by the sale of which he had calcu- 
lated to defray the charges of liis illness, and the sum that he 
was conscious he must owe Mrs. Robson, was indeed lost. A 
villain in the crowd, having perceived the sparkling of the 
chain to which it was united, had taken it unobserved from 
his side ; and he knew notliing of his loss, till feeling for it to 
see the hour, he discovered Ids misfortune. 

The sho<i went like a stroke of electricity through his 
frame ; but it was not till the last glimmaring of hope was 
extinguished, on his examining his room, where he thought 
he might have left it, that he felt tlie full horror of his situation. 
, He sat for some minutes absorbed, and almost afraid to 
think. It was not his own, but the necessities of the poor 
woman, who had, perhaps, incurred debts on herself to anbr,d 
hun comforts, that bore so hard upon him. At last, rising 
from his seat, he exclauned, 
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" I must determine on something. Since this is gone, I must 
seek what else I have to part with, for I cannot long bear such 
sospense." 

He opened the drawer into which he had locked the few 
Taluables he had preserved. 

With a trembling hand he took them out one b^ one. 
There were several trinkets which had been given to him by 
his mother ; and a pair of inlaid pistols, that liis grandfather 
had put into his belt on the mormng of the dreadAiI tenth of 
October ; his miniature lay beneath : the mild eyes of the pal- 
atine seemed beaming with affection upon his grandson : Thad- 
deus snatched it up, kissed it fervently, and then laid it back 
into the drawer, whilst he hid his face with his hands. 

When he recovered himself, he replaced the pistols, feeling 
that it would be almost a sacrilege to part with thenu With- 
out allowing himself time to think, he put a gold 'pencil case 
and a pair of brilliant sleeve buttons into his waistcoat pocket. 

He descended the stairs with a soft step, and passmg the 
kitchen door unperceived by his landlady, crossea throueh a 
little court : and then anxiously looking from ri^ht to left, to 
find any place in which he might probably dispose of the 
trinkets, he took his way up CasSe-street, and along Leicester 
square. 

When he turned up the first street to his right, he was im- 
peded by two persons, who stood Hi the path, the one selling, 
the other buying a hat. The thought immediately struck 
Thaddeus, of askmg one of these men (who appeared to be a 
Jew and a vender of clothes) to purchase his pdisse. By 
parting with a thing to which he attached no more value than 
the warmth it afforded him, he should spare himself the pain, for 
this time at least, of sacrificing those gifls of his mother, which 
had been bestowed upon him in happier days, and hedlowed 
by her caresses. 

He did not permit himself to heatate a moment but denred 
the Jew to follow him into a little court that was nigh. The 
man obeyed directly ; and haying no ideas independent of his 
trade, asked the count what he wanted to buy. 

" Nothing : I want to sell thih pelisse," returned he^ opea- 
ing it. The Jew without any ceremony, inspected the cove- 
ring and fur. 

*• Aye, I see it is black lined with 'sable : who would buy it 
of me ? It is embrpidered, and nobody wears such things here." 

" Then I am answered,** replied Thaddeus. 

« Stop, sir," cri^ the Jew, pursuing him j " what twU foil 
yoo take for »* ?•* 
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*• Whal would you give m« ?" 

" Let me see. it is very long and wide. At the uttermost^ 
X cannot offer you mere than five guineas." 

A few monihs agx), it had cost the Count twelve times aa 
much ; but glad to get any money, however small, he readily 
closed with the man's price ; and taking off the cloak, without 
m s^h, he gave it to hun, and put the ^ineas into his pockeU, 

He had not walked much farther, when the piercin^^ cold of 
the evening, and a shower of snow which began to fall, made 
him feel the effects of his loss: however, that did not aimoy 
him ; he had been too heavily assailed by the pitiless rigouri 
of misfortune, to regard the pelting of the elements. Whilst 
the wind blew in his face, and the sleet, falling on his dress, 
Mged in his embroidered lapels, he went forward calculating 
whether it were likely that tnis money, with the few shillings 
he yet possessed, woidd be sufficient to discharge what hcc 
•weid. Unused as he had been to all kinds of expenditure that 
required attention, he supposed from wheU. he had already 
seen of a eommerce with the world, that the' sum he had re* 
ceived from the Jew was not above half what he wanted; and 
with a beating heart he walked towards one of those shops 
which he had heard Mrs. Robson describe when she spoke of 
the irregularities of her son, who had nearly reduced her to 
Itegary. 

The candles were lit ; and as he hovered about the door, he 
distinctly saw the master through the glass, assorting some 
parcds on the counter. He was a gentleman-like man ; and 
tile Count's feelings took quite a different turn from those with 
which he had accosted the Jew, who was a low sordid wretch^ 
looking upon tlie people with whom he trafficked as pieces of 
wood ; therefore, few unpleasant sensations assailed his breast 
yhen bargaining witJi nitn : but the sight of a respectable 
person before whom he was to present himself as a man in 
poverty,, as one who in a manner appealed to charity, all at 
9Qce overcame the resolution of Sobieski, and he debated 
whether he should return. Mrs. Robson and her probable 
distress rose before him ; and fearful of trusting his pride any 
^ther, he pulled his cap over his face,, stej^ed up the step, 
•|id> entered the shop. 

The man bowed rerjr civilly on his entrance, and requested 
IQ be honoured with his commands. Thaddeus felt his face 
gk>w ; but indignant at his own weakness, he walked uj) to 
the counter, and layinff down the gold case, said in a voice. 
which nptwitlistanding nis emotion he compelled to be without 
•ppearance of confusioD, ^l want to pan vidth thiat** 



The man, astonislied At the diimity of ham mr^ and Uw aiM- 
ity of his dress, (for the star dio not eseape bis ejrBy> ifloked 
at him for a moment, holding the case in hie bamt The coant^ 
hurt by die steadiness of hie gaee, rather haughtily repealed 
what he said. The man hesitated no longer. He haa been 
accustomed to similar requests fr<»n the emigrant .French nv* 
bUsse : hut there was a loftiness and an air of authoiity, in 
the countenance and mien of his person that surprised and 
awed him ; and with a respect which eyen the applieation 
could not counteract, he opened the case, and inquired of Thad- 
deus what was the price he h»d affixed to it. 

** I leave that to you," replied the count j " you see the gold 
is solid." 

"Yes," returned the man, laying it down " but I cannot 
give more than three guineas. It is very thin ; and though the 
workmanship be fine^ it is not the (ksliioaof England, and will 
be no benefit to me till melted." 

•* You may have it," said Thaddetis, hardly able to arCiciK 
late, as he again laid the gift of his mother out of his hand. 

The man directly paid nira down the money, and tlM count, 
with a bursting heart, darted out of the shop. 

Mrs. Robson was shutting up the windows of her littia 

Sirlour, when he hastily passed her, and glided up stairs. 
ardly believing her senses, she hastened after him, and just 
got into the room as he swallowed a glass of water, 

""Good Lord, sir," cried she, " where has vonr honour been I 
I thought you had been all the while in the house, and I would 
nut come near, though I was very uneasy : and there has been 
poor William crying himself blind,, because you had desired to 

be left alone." ' ,. « 

,Thaddeus was not prepared to make her any answer. H« 
had been in hopes to have gotten in as he had stoten out, un- 
discovered ; for he had determined not to agitate her good 
mind by the history of his loss. He wouW not allow her to 
know any tiling of his embarrassments, from sentoments rf 
justice, as well as of that pride which all his sufferings and 
philosophy could not wholly subdue. 
" I have been taking a walk, Mrs. Robson.'* 
« Dear heart ! I thought when you staggered back,, and k)o«- 
ed ao in after you brought in William, that you had overwalk- 

ed yourself." ....,,. j j « 

"No 1 fancy .my fears had a little discomposed me, and 1 
hoped more air nught do me good ; I tried it, and it has i ^t 1 
am grieved that I have alarmed you." 

10* 
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Tto aiilb%iiot» •fiich perfegUy •aOsfied Mb kixid IteidW^ 
Thaddeiu, nvoh faligusd l>y abodily exertion. Tviuch iiothU)£ 
lei» than the peiturtwd stau of his mind could hme carried 
him through m Ike present feebleness of his frame^ after he 
had taken some tea, at the earnest request of Mrs. Robson^ 
went direedy to bed, where tired nature soon found temporary 
ifffom io. a jprofoond sleep.. 



CHAPTEB XI. 

Whew the Count awoke in the moming, he fijuad himstll 
vttther better than worse, from the exertions of the preeedmg 
day. When Nanny appeared as usual with his breakfast, 
and Kttie William, (who always sal on his knee, and shared 
his bread and butter,) he desired to beg that her grandmother 
wmilcbsewt to Mr. Vincent, with his compliments, and tell 
])iimthat he was so well at present, as to decline any hirther 
xtedical aid, and therefore requested to have his biU. 

Mrs. Robson, who could not forget the behaviour of the 
apothecary, undertook to deliver the message herself, happy 
^ the triumph die aliouldexperieose over the littleness of Mr. 
yineent's suspicions. . 

After the laps^ of a quarter of a» honr„ she reappeared m 
tke Count's room, with thaopothecary*s assistant ; who^ with 
many thanks, received the sum total of his account, which 
agnouiMcd to tliree guineas, for ten days' attendance. 
• f lw« man having withdrawn, Thaddeus told Mrs. Fobsoh 
&at he must next dtefray the smallest part of that vast debt, 
which his heart should ev«r owe to her maternal care. 

" O, bless yomr h6nour, it goes to my heart to take a far- 
thing from you ! but these poor childron," cried she, laying a 
Mi»a on eacn,. and her eyes glistenmg, " they look up to me 
as their all here ; fitnd my quarter day was due yesterday, else, 
dear air^ I sliouldlhave scorned to have been like Dr. Vincent, 
and have taken your money the moment you offered it." 

" My good* Madam,", returned Sobieski, giving her a chair, 
«X a;n sensible of the kindness of your nature ; but it lis jftour 
jKiSk^^i ^^^ ^^ payment of it can never lessen my gratitude 
%r the friendship that you have shown to me as a stranger,"- 
^ TheOi there, sir," said she, looking almost ashamed, aa 
If 'a}ie were robbing him when she laid it on the table, ** there. 
^ my bill* I haye regidii/;!^, s^t dpwi) eyery thing. Nannf 



wffi Vrlrig' tt-to*!!!^." / And thn {;T>ori wnmnn/giiiu dbnnffk^rWicli 
hdrried oat (tfUle room. 

ThaddeuB looked after hor with seiuaUoiM of «daiir«iioii 
•nd rererence. 

" There goes," thought he, " in that lowly and feeble frames 
as generous and noble a spirit, as ever animated the breast of* 
a princess t Here, Nanny," i^aid he, glancing his eye over ibe 
paper, '< there are the two guineas and a half) with iny thanks j 
and tell your grandmother that I am astonished at her eco- 
nomy." 

This ai&ir over, the Count fotind hintseH* relieved of a 
erievoos load ; and turning the remaining money is his hand, 
now be might repkmsh his little stock before it was expended, 
next occupied hw attention. Notwithstanding the pawnbro- 
ker's civil treatment, he recoiled at again presenting himself 
at his shop. Besides, should • he dispose of ail that be pos- 
sessed, it would not be of sufficient value to subsist him for a 
month. He must think of some 'source within himself^ not 
likely to be so soon exhausted. To be reduced a second 
time to the misery of mind that he had experienced yesterday, 
ftcm suspense and wretchedness, a|^ared too dreadful to be 
hazardeo ; and he ran over in his memory the merits of his 
several accomplishments. 

He could not make any use of his- musical talents, for at 
public exhibitions of himseH* his soul revolted: and as to- his 
literary acquirements, he supposed that his youths and beine 
a foreigner, would preclude all hope o^that head. At length 
he found that his sole dependence must rest on his talents 
for painting. Of this art he had always been remarksJ^ly fon<| ; 
ancf hia taste easily perceived, when he passed by severed of 
the print shops in town, that there were many drawings exhi- 
bited for sale, much beneath those which he had executed f^r 
mere pastime. 

He decided at once ; and sending Nanny to-purehase pencils 
and Indian ink, set to work. 

When he had'fiiiished a half a dozen (faawings^ and was con- 
8id<!ring how he might find the street wherein ne had seen the 
print shops, the recollection 'oecurred to him <}f the impression 
that his appearance had made on the pawnbroker. He per- 
ceived the M'ide difference between hiaappai«l and the fifihion 
of England ; and, seeing with what belter security from 191- 
pertinence he might walk about, if he could so far cast off the 
relics of his former rank as to change his dress, be ^t up with 
•n iMtentton to go wit and purofaoae a ■oar^ut ooat>AOd hat, 



1 16 TftADHfiira 0F WiHtur. 

lbrtliatpiir|HMe: bm catching niaoatental view of ki»iigttm 
and the star of St. Stanislaus, as he passed the flase to the 
door, he bo longer wondered at the euriosity which audi an 
appendage, united with poverty, had attracted. Rather thaii 
again subject himself to a similar situation, he summoned his 
youn^ messen|ger, and through her means, furnished himself 
with an ElnglSh hat and coat ; whilst with his penknife he 
cut away Uie embroidery of the order from the ckHh to which 
it was affixed. 

Thus accoutred, with his hat flapped over his face, and his 
greatF>coat wrapped round him, he put his dvawinss in his bo- 
srnn, and about eight o'clock, walked out on his disagreeable 
errand. After some wearying seardi,, he at last found Qreat 
Newport-street, the place he wanted ; but as headvaneed, his 
hopes died away, and his fears and rductanoe awakened. 

He stopped at the door of the nearest printnahop. All that 
he had experienced at the pawnbroker's re-assailed him if 
possible With redoubled Yiotence. What he had presented 
there, possessed a fixed value, and was at once to be taken or 
refused ; but now he was going to offer things of mere taste, 
and he might meet, not only with a fiat denial, but afirmiting 
remarks. 

He walked to the threshold of the door, then as hastily with- 
drew again, and hurried two or three paces down ihe street. 

''Weidc, contemntibl^ that I am !" said he to himself as he 
again turned round, " where is all my reason and rectitude of 
principle, that I would rather endure the misery of depend- 
ence and sel&reproach, than face the attempt to seek support 
from the fruits of my own industry ?" 

He quickened his step, and darted into the shop, almost 
fearful of his former irresolution. He threw his drawings in- 
stantly upon the counter. 

" Su*, you purchase drawings. I have these to sell. Will 
they smt yen?** 

The man took them up without deigning to look at the per^ 
son who aeeosted hftn, and taming them over in his hand, 
'* One, two, three, hum ! there is half a doacen of them. What 
do you expect I will give you for them?" 

**I am not acauainted with the prices of these things." 

Hearing this, ne thought by managing well, to get them for 
what he Uked, and throwing them over with an air of con- 
tempt, resumed: 

" And pray where may the views be taken ?" 

^They are rocfi^lcetiess of difiecont aeenes in Qennany." 
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** Ah,** replied the man, ''mere drags? I wish, my honail 
friend, that you eould have brought subjects not quits M 
threadbare, and a little better executed; Uieyare but poor 
things at best," 

Tnaddeus, insulted by the speech, and above all, the mu^ 
ner of the {>rint seller, was snatching: up the drawines.to leave 
the shop without a word, when the man observing his deaini^ 
and afraid to lose them, laid his hand on the heap, ezclaim> 
ing: 

'* Let me tel! you, young man, it does not become a person 
in your situation to be so hufiy to their employers. I will give 
you a guinea for ihe six, and you may think yourself well 
paid." 

Without farther hesitation, whilst the Count was striving 
to subdue the choler that was urging htm to knock him down^ 
he had laid the money on the counter, and ¥ras slipping the 
drawings into a drawer, when Thaddeus snatched them out 
again, suddenly rolled them up, and turning to the confounded 
print seller, walked out of tlie shop as he said i 

'*Not all the wealth you may possess, would tempt an h6« 
nest man to pollute himself by ei^anging a second word witli 
one so contemptible." 

Irritated and vexed, he returned home, too much provoked 
to think much of the consequence that might follow a similar 
di^mpointment. 

T^e widow, who had becohie in some measure used to the 
fluctuations of the Count's looks and behaviour, ceased aitcf' 
gether to tease him with inquiries which she saw he was lt>th 
to answer. She now allowed him to walk in and out without 
a remark ; and silently contemplated his pale and melancholy 
countenance, when after a ramble of the ^atest part of the 
day, he returned home exhausted and dispirited. 

William was always the first to welcome his friend at the 
threshold, by running to him^ taking hold of his coat, and ask« 
ing to go with him up stairs. The Count usually gratiied 
him: and uncloudinghis mind of the gloom that nearly ob- 
scured it, to devise any little plays whiSi could produce plea- 
sure, where he now found that he felt so much affection, he 
brightened many dull moments with his innocent caresses. 

This child was literally his chief comfort ; for ho saw that 
in him he could still raise those emotions of happiness, which 
had once afforded him his sweetest joy. William ever greeted 
him with smiles; and when he entered the kitchen, sprang to 
his bosom« as if that were the seat of peace, as it was of vir** 
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tne. But, alas ! fortune seemed aTerse to lend any thing long 
to the unhappy Thaddeus, which might render nis desolate 
state more tolerable. 

Just arisen from the bed of sickness, he rather required the 
hand of some tender nurse to restore his wasted vigour, than 
be reduced to sustain the hard Tigils of poverty and want. 
. His recent disappointment, and a cold that he caught, in 
creased hi& fever and debility ; yet he kept firm to the deter 
mination not to appropriate to his own subsistence the sale o' 
the few valuables which he bad assigned as a deposit for the 
chai^ges of his rent ; and accQrdinely , during a fortnight, never 
tasted any thing better than bread and water, accompanied by 
the thought, that if it ended in his death, his sufferings would 
then be over, and the widow remunerated by what Uttle of his 
property might remain. 

In this state JoihoAy and mind, he received anf^ostt painful 
shock, when, one evening returning from a walk, in tlie place 
of his little favourite, he met Mrs. Robson, in tears, at the 
door. She told him that William had been sickenii^ all the 
day, and was now so delirious that neither she nor his sister 
could hold him quiet. 

Thaddeus went to the side of the child's bed« where he hiy 
-gasping on the piUow, with his little fiice the colour of scarlet, 
held down by the crying Nanny. The Count touched hia 
cheek. > C 

'' Poor child," exclaimed he^ "he is in a high fever. Have 
you sent for Mr. Vincent?" 

" O, no, I had not the heart to leave him.** 

'*Then I will eo directly," returned Thaddeus; "there is 
not a moment to be lost." 

The poor woman themked him. Hastening through the 
streets with a velocity and ea^rness that nearly overset many 
of the foot passeng^ers, he arrived at Lincoln's Inn Fields, and 
in less than five minutes after he had quitted Mrs. Robson's 
door, he Ivoii^ht back the apothecary. 

On Mr. Vincent's examining tiie pulse and countenance of 
his little patient, he declared the symptoms to be the small- 
pox, which some casualty had repelleo, but must be brought 
out, else the boy's life might be endan^red. 

Mrs. Robson, in a paroxysm of distress, now recollected, 
that a girl had been brought into her shop three days ago, just 
recovered from that frightful malady. Thaddeus tried to sub- 
due the fears of the graudmother \ and at last succeeded in 
persuading her to go tp bed, whilst he and Kanny would 
watch by the pillow of the invalid. 
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Towwdi mnrniny the diaorder broke out in the cfaUd'« hce^ 
and he recovered his recoUecUon. The moment he fixed his 
eyes on the Count, who was leaning over him with parental 
aolicitudey he stretched out his little arms, and begged to lie on 
his breast. Thaddeus refused him gently, fearfiu that by any 
change of position he might catch cold, and so again retard 
what had now so fortunately af^peared ; but the poor diild felt 
the denial unkind, and began to weep so^ violentlv, that his 
anxious friend thought it better to gratify him than hazard the 
irritation of his fever by agitation and crying. 

Thaddeus took him out of bed, and rolled him in one of the 
blankets, laid him in his bosom, drawing his dressing-gown 
round him to shield his face from the fire, and held him in that 
situation asleepfor nearly two hours. 

When Mrs. Kobsoa came down stairs at six o'clock in the 
morning, she kissed the hand of the Count as4ie sustained her 
g;randson in his arms, and almost speechless with |[ratitude to 
him, and solicitude for the child, waited the amval of the 
apothe<^Lry. 

On his second visit, he said a few words to her of comfort ; 
but whis{>ered to the Count, as he was feeling William's pulse, 
that nothing short of the strictest care could save the boy, the 
infection he had received having been of the most malignant 
sort. 

These words of Mr. Vincent fell like an unrepealed sentence 
on the heart of Thaddeus. They seemed prophetic Casting 
his eyes down on the discoloured features of the patient infant, 
he fancied that he already beheld its clay-cold face and its 
little limbs stretched out in death. ^ The idea was bitterness 
to him; and pressing the boy to his breast, he resolved. that 
no attention should be wanting on his part, to preserve liim 
one moment from the grave. And he kept his promise. 

From Aat hour till the day on which the poor babe expired 
in his aims, he never laid him out of them for ten minutes 
togedier; and when he did breathe his last sigh, and raised 
up his little eyes, Thaddeus met their dying glance with a 
mnff, which he thought his soul had lost the power to feel. 
His neart appeared to stop : and, covering the motionless face 
of the dead child with his hand, unable to speak, he giade a 
ngn to Nanny to leave the room. 

Trhe jgirl, who, from respect, had been accustomed to obey 
even his slightest nod, went to her grandmother, who was in 
the shop serving a customer* 

The instant that the girl had quitted the room, the Count| 
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with mingled avre and ^ief, lifted Ihe cort«c from lifii knee ; 
and without allowing himself to cast anottier glance on the 
fece of the poor litue thing, now released from suffering, ht 
put it on the bed, and throwing a sheet orerit, sunk into a 
chair, and burst into tears. 

The entrance of Mrs. Robson in some measure restored 
him : for the moment she perceived her guest with his hand- 
kerchief over his eyes, she judged what had happened, and 
with a piercing scream, flew forward to the bed, where, pulling 
down the covering, she uttered another shriek, and must have 
fallen on the floor, had not Thaddeus and little Nanny, who 
ran in at her cries, caught her in their arms, and bore her to a 
chair. 

Her feelings were too much agitated to allow her to continue 
long in a state of insensibility ; and when she recovered, she 
would have again approached the dead child j but the Count 
held her down, trying by every means in his power to sooth 
her, so far succeeded as to subJue her at^onies to tears. 

Whilst she concealed her venerable head in tlie bosom of 
her grand-daughter, he once more lifted the remains of the 
little William ; and thinking it best for the tranquillity of thiP 
unhappy grandmother to take him out of her sight, carried 
him up stairs, and laid him on his own bed. 

By the time he had returned to the kitchen, one of the 
female neighbours, having heard an unusual outcry, and sus- 
pecting the cause, had kindly stepped in to offer her consola- 
tion Euid services. Mrs. Robson could only reply by groans, 
which were answered by the sobs of poor I^anny, who lay 
weeping with herliead against the table. 

Wlien the Count came down, he tiianked the good woman 
for her benevolent intentions, and immediately accepting them, 
took her up stairs into his apartments. Pointing to the opea 
door of the bed room, " There, madam," said he, " you will 
find the remains of my dear little friend. I beg that you will 
direct every thins; for his interment, as you think would give 
satisfaction to Mrs. Robson. I would spare that excellent 
woman every pang in my power." 

All was done according; to his desire ; and Mrs. Watts, the 
chai'itable neighbour, both from her own tenderness of dispo- 
sition, and a reverence for the extraordinary youn^ gentleman 
who lodged with her friends, performed her task with kindness 
and activity. , 

."0! sir,"' cried .Mrs* Robson, weeping afresh, as she en- 
tered the Count's room, ?* O ! sir, how shall I ever repay alt 
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{ike a sister to me. But indeed, indeed, I am jei thi jmM 
niisenfliie) woman that bvea. I havs lost nnf aearesl 6|uld, 
and tnniAt strip ham poor nafter and myself to rnury fanik Tlttkt 
cruel Dr. Yinceiit, thoach he might hiive imanned. my dis- 
tress, ^sent his acoottnt laie 4ast nighty saying lia uranted.to 
make up ft liu^ b31, cmd he wkhed i wonld i^him hawn aU, 
or a-pftrt of the pe.yment. Heaivmi knows, I hnremM « fiov 
thing in the house ; but I will send jpoor little Nanny oat to 
pawn my silirer «po<ms ; fbr, alas! I hate no other means of 
satisfying* the cruel man.'* 

''Rapacious iih«teh!'* cried Tkaddeos, rising indignantly 
from his chair, and lor a moment fomtting how JntepaUe he 
was to afffbrd her Teti«f. <^ You shall i^ be indebt^ mm in- 
stant to his mercy. I will pay him.'' 

The words had passed his lips : he could noC itetract ; though 
tonviction immediatsly Allowed, thiit he 'had not the meads : 
and he wouM not have retracted, eren lihoQld he be neoeni- 
tated to sell all that he possessed. 

Mrs. Robsoh was overwhelmed by this gsoeraus pfOmiaey 
which indeed saved her &«m ni^i. Had h&t little p&le been 
sold, it could not have tavend half of Mr; YinoeM's denuuod: 
who, to do Inm' justice, wovdd as soon have swallowed the bit- 
terest drug in his shop, as 40 have dcme any thing intantionaUy 
to cause uie distress that hefasd oocasioAsd. Butyhaytiie 
been so reddily paid by Thaddeus foJr his own illness^ ftfia 
observing his great care and afiectiDn for the deceased child, 
he did not doubt that, rather than allow Mrs. Rdbson a mi- 
nute's uneasiness, Inr lodger would bitwise defray that bill. 
So far he calculated ri^t) but he had not soffieient sagaaity 
to prognosticate, that m getting his money this way, he should 
dn-ectly lose the respect of Mrs. Robson and her friend. . 

The child was to be bnried to-morrow ; the expenses of 
whidi, Thaddeutf* foresaw that he must discharge alsoi aild 
he had engaged to pay Mr. Yincent to-night, fie had not a 
shilling in his purse. Over and ovet be cbntemplaled the im- 
practicability of answering these dudits; yet he pould not for 
an instant repent of what he had uni^ertalfiNk; he thooffat 
he was amply recompensed for bearing so heavy a load, in 
seeing that he had 4aken it off the wom oown heart df another. 

Smce his unmannerly treatment at thepvint seittaE^he had 
never sufSciently conquered his pride, to attempt an lipplica- 
lion to another. Whence he had no>pK»qieet now, but tnMl* 

• II -i ; • 
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feet th»tnoMTtiy8dlMS. tome fiMTtUinict t*tiM 
' iMr, who hod iMhliT«d mi least with ci!VlliW« 

Foi^ this porfioMv he Cook his sAbre, oh.fkuAa^vad the 
' fated brilliant MiCCoMs, whieh he had brouf M meJL oo a similar 
errand. He lifted them out of their deppiit with less relno* 
< tdaoe than betea The3r were now foiBg to heaao^Bring of 
gratitude and beileroleiice : an act which he knew his pannta, 
were tlie]f aiire, .weald waimly approve j and he idli that the 
endsammed the means. 

ft was about half after SIX in the evening, when he prepared 

himself for his task. Whether it be congenial with melaiichoqr 

to aeefcthe^oom, or #ii6th* the OoHat feiwo himsdf lesa 

observed under the shades of night, is not evident; hut siii^ 

'liift«ftilej he pnlinnmi dhedosk to any other part « the day* 

Before he went out, he asked Mrai Robson for Mr. Viii> 
eeiit*s bilL . Ahnsst sinkinff with the obligation and shame^ 
she put it into his hand^ and he left the house. Whenho ap- 
'proaehed a l^hted lamp, he <^»eaed the paper to see the 
amount, and finding it was near two pounds^ he hastened for- 
wards to the pawnbroker's. 

The man was in the shsi^ alone» ThAddeus thought him- 
' self fortunate ; and after subduing a few <|uahBS, immediatehr 
• entered die door. The moment he laid his sword and pistols 
on the eountee, and dealatftd his wish, the man, even through 
the disguise of a lar^ eoat^and tlouched hat, recoUected him. 
The fasuest money le&der eanridd sentiments in his breapt 
above his oeeupation. He did not feel for all the people that 
•presented themselves before him, because many bore about 
them too evident tokens of the excesses which brought them 
to his shop; but there was somethiilg in the fi^e Sod man- 
ner of the Count Sobieski, that struck Ijm at &bI sight: and 
by keepinr its station in his thoughts, had excited so rnmch 
interest inliis mind, thai he felt a sensation of pleasure when 
he discerned the noble foreigner in the person before him. 

Mr. Burnet <for so this money leader was ealled) asked him 
what he demanded for the anas. 

** I want, perhi^)fi^ more than you would give. But I hav» 
S9«ethiag eiBe here," laying down tha diamonds | "I want 
ei^ht guineas." 

Mr. Burnet looked at them, and then at then: owner, heaU 
tated„aiMi he spoke : 

' ^I bcff your pardon, sir: I hope I shall not oifend you, but 
t lh sBB Ihuigs appear to have a value annexed to them, indepen* 
dent of their price i they art inlaid with crests and cyphan.** 
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The Mood fliialMriafvtktdMdwaf the Gdnat. Hj»liiri'* 
iatgaUMk this eireiUMtaiiee: unable to eoBwer, he wetel to 
hour what the man weuid say. 

^I tepeat) sir, I mean aot tooflend, but yoii ap{iear a etren* 
ger ta these tranaaetions. I oalyirieh tosi]f{ge8t.tluUaiceae * 
vou should ever like to repossess these thii^ JmuI ^u bo(- 
Mttor ^edge themf^ 

''How 7^ asked Thaddena, irresohttsly, and aot knowing * 
what to thmk of the man^s maMmnet. { 

At thai instant sone other people eame into the shop | ' and 
Vbt, Burnet, eatherine v^ the diamonds and the amis in his 
haadsysaidy ^If you do not ebjecty sir, we wiB settle this basi- 
nsas in my back parioor." 

The d^icacy or this behaviour penetrated the mind of Thad^ 
dens ; and without liDther demnrring, he fcUowed him into a 
nxnn. As Mr. Buniei oflesed his ^^uest a chair, the Cennt 
spOBtaneoudy tocdc off his hat, and laid it on the table. Buiw 
net enatempmted the saddened <figmty ofhw ooanteaance, 
with renewed interest and respect ; and entreating' hin to be ^ 
seated, renewed the conversation. 

^i see, sir, that yeu do not understand the msuung of' 
ptedgingt or piswniag» fisr it is one and the same thing: but I 
will ezpain it in two words. If you will leave these things •. 
with me, I will give a paper hi.aiacnowiedcavBnt» and lend on 
them the eight i^neas you request ; which, when ^ou return i 
to me again, imth a stated interest, yea shall have your ide- 
peait in excnange.*' 

Sebieski received this ofibr with pleasure and thanks. He 
had entertained no idea of any thing mere beiaff meant by the . 
tnde of pawn^faroker, than a man that bought wbax others ' 
hadtoseU. 

" Thea, sir,** eontinued Burnet^ opening aa escrutoire^ ^ I 
wDl eive you the money, and write the paper I spoke oL* 

"As he put his hand to a drawer, he heard voiees in an 
adjoiaine passege r aadinstantly shutting up the desk, caught 
iqi the thiiijg;s on tne table, threw them Mhmd a ourtain, and- 
hastily lakiag the Cooat by the haad^ ^*My dea3> sirv" «ried 
ha, ''do oblige me and step into that ok)aet : you will fnd a 
chair. A person is oooiing, whom I will despatch in a few 
seoonds." 

Thaddeus, rather surprised at such huny, did as he was 
desned ; and the deor was dosed on him, just as the parlotir 
door opened. Being aware, liroro the ooncealing of hiro, thilt 
the Tisuor caateoQ secret basinesc^ he fiiund hie aitnatiaa aat: 
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lights mthe idoni nade trH.Baparent,Jbe coukl aot aTOid MniBg^ ' 
as well as hesurmg every thing thai pconsd*.- < . . > > 

•'^My cl«ar- Mr.- Bamct,** iMd an -elegant ytniog areaUire 
who raa into the apartmeaty "posiliyely 'without yovur assist**: 
aaoa I-sWLbe aadoiie^'' 

" Anything in my power, madam,** retuiiked Mr. Baxaet, m 
a^istaatyirespaetftilToioe; *<wiU your ladyfsluB sit down?** 

"Yes, give me a chair: I am half dead With distraction*^ 
Mx»' Burnet^ I must hvra another hntMbrod upon those 
jenreW : ■-■ ^ 

•** indeed, my lady,- it iauet in my pcnrer ^ jqoulhaye abasdy - 
had twelve hundred, and upon my noaoor thal*is.a'huIldl••^ 
and fifty more then I ouriift*'^ 

'*Pughi who minds the honour of a|riLwnfaroher?'*.Gried'* 
the kdy, kughuigf ''you know very w«lli<]Mu.iive by ches*»> 

''Well, ma^am," retoned he^ with a goodnaturod amile, . 
*' as your ladyahy piesses." :•■.*••:.•• 

'* Then I please that you let me have ano^er hundred. 
Why, nan, you khov that yon lent Mn, Hiiieliiabsel» inro 
tfaoiuand upona case of diamonds not a quaxCer so many aa 
BUOA." .. . (. 

''Bui csnsidmy nadanv Mrb HinchinlirokB'a were of th& - 
bestwater.^ 

-'' Positively, Mr. Burdet»" eamlaiBied' her ladyshin, pur* 
posely miscaUing his name, ^* not better than mine. Tne iing' i 
of Sardinia gave them to Bir Charles when he ftongbted him. 
I know mine are the best, aadl must have anothcv hmidred. * 
Upon my soul, my sermiits. have not had a guiniea of their- 
wages these four months, and they tell me they are starving! : 
OMkie, make haale, Mb;. Bumat; you cannot expeol ms to 
stay here all mght." . • . • 

''Indeed, my lady, I cannoU^ 

"Heavens, what a brute of a man you are! Thei«v" eri^ - 
she, taking a strine. of pearls from her neck, and throwing it 
on the table; lend me some of your trumpery out of your 
shop, for I am gouiff immediately from hence to take up tha • 
Miss Dnndasses to the play { and so give me the bunftlred-on 
that^^and let me go.** 

" This is not worth a hundised." 

" What a teasing man are you i** cried her lodvship, sngrifar* • 
" Well, let me have the money now, and I will send you V»^ 
bnadeta thai hftlftwir to *:h^ nintlrlniiin to^aftamiwJ* 
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^'IIIhib UMM-eonditloii^ I will ghre ytnir liki)ralitp aiioth«r 
kundrad.'* 

''O, d9; yovara the tetiMt nwwr I ever mH wIUl Yoa 
am wane tlnn Shytook, ov—Goed Lof4l whiaie Ihie?" •»• 
eJeimad she. interrapcin^heraelf, and uking up the dnft he 
hed laid benre her: "and h»fe ycm the oooecieiioe to thbik» 
Mr. Pawnbroker, tnat I will offer thie at your banker'el thai 
I wiH ^ifommjBtif ao fiur? No, no ; take it back, and oto 
ne ffokk OoBM, drapatehl elee I eanaot ^ to the way. 
LooL there ia my puree,.'' added ahe,ahowiiig It, ^'makeaaete 
aadmlit." 

Alter aatiafyiiif her demande, Mr. Bnmet handed her lady* 
Akf oat the way ehe came, which wae by a priTate paaiage ; 
anPrhiLianff aeatedherin her oarriage, made bis bow. 

BdeanwttUa^ the Count SobieakL wrapped in aetoniwhmeni 
at th» praflney whieh the aeene he had witneeaed implied, 
<Bmained iahiaconeeahnent tiU the pawnbroker returned and 
apened the eloeet dooi^ 

'^Sir,'* eakl he^ eoleuring^, "you hare, undesignedly on your 
|art, been priry to a very delicate afiair ; but my credit, air, 
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** Shan both beeacredy" replied the CkwnUanzioae to relievo 
the-pporman from the perplexity in whidi be seemed to think 
himaetf imolved, and utenlbre mrbearinar to expreaa any sur* 
priee; bat Burnet perceived it in hialook; and before he 
proceeded to lulfil his en(|agcment with him, stepped half way 
lo theeeemioire, and resunad : 

*' Yoa appear emsTed, sir, at what you have seen. And if 
i am not mistaken, you are fiom abroad." 

"Indeed I am anaued," replied Sobieaki; *' and I am from 
a eoontry where the alightest snapioioo of a t ren sae t i o n such 
m tld% would brand the woman with infiuny •" 

**And so it ought," answered Burnet ; ^though by thai 
^Tfn^JMiniiMtt I ipM^k i^Bst my pwn interest ; lor it is by such 
bMiiee ae Lady Yilliera that we make our moBey. Now, sir," 
tiimtinwedi ba^ dniwii« nearer I* the tafale» ^perhape, after 
wimt TOO have just beheld, you will not hesitate to credit 
what lam going to^teUynu.^, 1 have now in my hands the 
j a w<^ of one PuMiiw, thjpee C gnnt es a a w, and woman of fiuAion 
without number. Whta they have an iU sun aiplay^ they 
apply to me in their eiagymweer firat^bgF bringing their dia- 
Bwnds hereb or when their hwabands suppoae them at their 
bpHdwr^oc iii.thoirown.hofie^e<»d ap their occajHona leauin^t 

. • ... ' 

n* 



Itl T&ADDfitJS OP WAftSAMTt 

«Mi tliJi»<lepo0it I lend them iiioiie3r f lor vhich-lii^ naiU 1M 
a handsome piresettt when the^ are released*" 
'^GTsetotiB heaven!** exslaimed Tkaddeaa^ H-wlUkt a de« 
. gfftding syevem of deeeil haast b» the iHiole Utss of these 

wemMf* 
^ **It is retf lamentablei*^ returned Burnet) <^biit eo it is. 
And they comtintie to sMmage inactfers venr tkvtnkwi -. Bf 
^jMng me tiheir note«r word of homMir^ (for if these Uiesara 
not'hononrable wfUi me, IT have their tepbtasMui so aiaehjaa 
my power, that I eonkl destroy them at omqei tfaerefine I hold 
them in awe ; and whatever be their characters, I. Jiave 



fears on diat head,) i aflow them to have t^ iewels tidt'for 
Ihe bhrthMlajTs, and receive them again irhen ibeir exhibitiaife 
is over* As a eomiieasation for these iittle iadnlgeiices, I 
generaUy have additione-to the preseM at the end." 

Thaddens eonld hardly believe aooh a history of those .wo»> 
men, whom travellere meanoaed, as not only tbs raoai lovelyv 
but the most amiable creatures in the worlds 

** Surely, Mr. Burnet,*' eried he, "these w^omen mUM ties* 
pise eaeh other : imd become contemptihle erect ti» om sex V*- 

'<Oh, no,'* rejoined the pawnbroker, "they aeidoni trimL 
each other m these aflbtirs. All mj Uar- antemers-afe not* bo 
silly as that pretty little lady who jfvst nofW left ns»^' 8he, and 
anodier woman orouality, have made each other confidants in 
this hvainesSi And lord nave mercy upon ma when they sasmr 
toother f They are as ravenous of my money as if! had no 
other use for it than to supply them. An to their hnsbarids), 
brothers, and Mhers, they are usuafty tlie laat jMopIs who 
suspect or hear of these matters. Their appiieation% w^Mnl 
they nm out, are made to Jews and pf^fawiiial teMifej- a 
raee completely om of our iise:** ' vt * 

"BuL are afllSliglifih women of ifuaiity of^hiadia^caoeful. 
stampT^ 

** No, heave« forbid !>* cried Bomet ; ^if thesis spmdAa^- 
madams were^not held in awe by their dread of cuperiar efaa 
racters, we should" have no^dependenoe^rhaiteyeron thmf.pm^, 
mises. O, no, there are ladies about court' whosa virtveSiafw 
as eminent as their rank ^ wombn,- whose astioas migtat lall hw 
performed in mid-^iay, before* the world; and them, lavwer 
see witfain.my doors." 

<«Well, Mh Burnet,** rejoined Thaddeuir flaihog^ f^wa^ 
glad to hear that. Yet I eannoe ftmit die «n«X|Mad - view 
of the so flimous British fluri whidt ^Higfat hasa&hNd UMmfi 
ayei. It is stranfe !*' 



^li iB teij Vad indeed, ijc,'* fpturiMd tUe tsmfh gWi#e biai 
t&e monevy and the paper that he had been prepaidnff ; ^Hwit if 
you ahould have occasion to <!aU again upon me, pentfiie yon 
toay be astonished soil farther." 

The Count bowed, and thanking him for hi« kindnm% 
wished him a good evening, and left the shop. 

It voa about seven oHwik when Thtfddeus arrived at the 
apothecary's. Mr* Vincent was from home. To aaytha 
truth, he had purposely gone out of the way. For^'thougiiAa 
£d not hesitate to commit a shabby action^ he haid noi eeuv 
tage to iace its eonsequenoes; and, to avoid the probaUc 
lemoBStrances of Airs. Robson, he had cammiaaioaeid his «•• 
tistant to receive the amount of the bill. The Count, without 
making an observation, having paid the man, was returning 
homeward, along Puke-street, and the piazxas of Drury-Lane 
theatre,^ vimen the crowd that was pressing round the doors 
constrained him to stop. 

After two or three mere ineffectual attempts to ^ tfaroueh 
the bustle, without throwing himself into the midst of the 
splendid groups that were passing from Uieir carriages to Uw 
doors, be retreated'^ little bdiiiM the moby at the moment 
when a chariot (^w up, ^d a geaftleman stepping out With 
two ladies, darted with them into the house. * Oneglancawaa 
sufficient for the Count, who recognized his friencL Pembroke 
Scnnerset, in high dress, gay, aw laughing. Tne heart of 
Tliaddeus sprang to him at the sight ; and formtting his neg* 
lect, and his own misftNruines, he ejaoulated ** Someraet*" 

Trembling with, eagerness and {Heasure, he pveased through 
the crowd; and entered the passage at tne instant the goeea 
door shui in upon hk friend. * 

This disappointment was dreadiuL To be«o near fiesBer^ 
8et» and to lose him* was more than he oouid sustain. His 
hounding heart recoiled; and the chiU of despair mniling 
thnH^h nis veins, turned him almost laint. Len&ing against 
thedoor, he took his hat off to give himself a Uttle air. Ha 
ha4 scarcely stood a minute in this situation^ rewdving^ wke* 
ther he should foUow his friend into the house^or wait till ha 
cams •«( again, when a gentlsmaa begged hun ta make way 
far a party of huUea that were etttering. ThaddensaMiwdtxi 
anemjiaihtftthe opening of* the gieem door caanlog aistroas 
ligbty beai«n his nee, and the group befaiadyhis eyei ani 
ftee «f U» impertinent iniiuisitor of the Huminnms iwt eadh 
othtf . 

Whttfaaf Ilia mai^'wat ooDKMwa^hat JN^dMrirwddiMtise* 
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iMMiil fat hit ftimier insolence, and dreaded to meet h ftoWf 
«samiot be explained j bat he turned pale, and shuffled hf 
Thaddeua, as if he were ftarful to trust hinnelf a second thne 
within reaich of hie grasp, f^or the Count, he was too deeply 
interaeCed fia his own pursuit, to waste one surmise about 
hink \. 

He ooBliniied to ponder on the sudden and unexpected si|^t 
of Pembrdce Somenet, which had conjured up ten thousand 
fbAd and distressing reocrflections ; and with impatient anxiety 
determining to watch tiU the performance was orer, he 
thought of mquiring his fHend's address of the servants : but 
on kmdng wind lor tltet pui^^eee, peit«iiced that the diariot 
had driven away* 

Tkus foiled, ne returned to his poet near the green dbor, 
where he soon saw it opened several times by footmen passing' 
and repassinj^. Judging that the chamber within mieht be » 
lobby, m which he wouul be less likely to miss his object, he- 
entered with the next jperson that approached ; and seeing^ 
■eats akmg the sides or the place, he sat down on the one 
nearest to the stairs. 

His ftrst idea was to proceed into the play-house. But^ on 
reflection, he consideroa the little chuiee of folding any indt^ 
¥idual in so vast a building, as not equal to the expense he 
should incur. BesideB, th>m (he dress of the gentlemen who 
entered the box docv, he was sensible that a great coat an^ 
round hat were not adnuasible. 

Having remained near an- hour, with his eyes mvariably 
fixed on ue stairs, he observed the same curious person^ who 
had passed afanost difeetly after his friend, came down the 
•tops and walked out of the door. In two minutes he was re- 
vaminr again with a smirking oountenanee, and alert steps^ 
when nis eyes aoekhNitaftly fallinff on the Count, (who eat 
with hie wms folded, and hinoBelf almost hidden w his hat 
uid tl|e shadowtof the wall) he appeared to fldter in his wrik, 
and stretching out hie neck toward him, the ^y gri&left hn 
fenuiree, and exclaiming in an impatient voice, '^eeafeunl 
km !" he hastened dnoe more into tin house. 

This reneounter with his Hummums acquaintanee, affiMted 
Thskddens as slightly as the Ibnner ; and without' even-Aimeafr* 
tug a tkoMht to his figure, as itflitted by him, he remaiiiedt 
watching ttw paasage till hatf after eleven^, at whieh hour, 
tlie doom being thrown open, th» coB^MAy began to jpomi 
forth. 

ThaCowilte hopes were again on faialips^«ndm his eyes. 



With the fisst part^ that oame down the step^.he unmediAt^j . 
arose ; and planting himself close to the bottom stair, ^rdnf 
his hat over his face, and. nftrrowly e^uuxuned each group a^it * 
descended. ^ Every fre^h set thai, he heard approach, roade his 
breast palpitate. How often did his heart r«se and &i\ during . 
the long successions, which contuuied moTing lbr.near half an 
hour. 

By twelve, (he house was completely, cleared. He saw tiie 
nuddle door locked i\and motionless with disapix)intment,,ala 
not attempt to stir, till the man who held the (eys told Jbjui) t^« 
go^as he was. about to fasten the other doors. 

This roused Thaddeu$. And as he was prepaiging to obay, 
he asked the man if there was any other passage from the . 
boxes. ^ . ^, 

"Yes,** cried he,. "there is one that goes into Druryrlajie.*' * 

"*rhenj by that I have lost him!** was the reply which he 
made to himself. And returning homewards^ he. arrived Ihere 
a few Biinutes afler. twelyet 



CHAPTJER Xti. 

Thaddkus awoke in the morniiig, with his heart (hll qfth* , 
last night's rencounter. One momept, he regretted tlu^^ha 
had not been seen by his friend ; and m the next, when he 8W>., 
▼eyed his altered, state, was jfthnost recopeiled .^ t)ie dui^- 
pomtmeht ; then, reproachinf himself for a pride so vuoher 
coming his principles, ax^ dishonourable to friefadship, he 
askedf if he were m Somerset's place^ and Somerset in hi^ .; 
whether he could ever pardon tnat morose delicacy, which 
would prevent the knowledge of his friend's mis^fu^en and 
anival in the same kingdonu 

' These reflections soon persuaded his judgment ^ what he 
was so much inclined, determining him to inquire Pembroke's 
address of every one likely to know a man of Sir Epbert ^o* . 
merset's consequence ; and then to ventiure a letter. 

In the midst of the meditations the door opened) ftod lijbs. 
Robson appeared before him» drowned in tears. . ^ . • 

"My dear, dear sir S" cried she« "iiiy Williion iseolng; I 
have just.taken my last look of its sweat ^kce. WiU you ga ' 
down, and say ^areweUof the poor child you loved so dearly?'' . 

"^9, my good madam," returned '^addeus, |ua ctr4uri>)e. 
thoa^l^ts at once gatheiiag rouuij \hh sod oe^^iut^ '^iwiic' 
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ndier retain yon here until the melancholy task be entirely 
aeoompIiBhecU^ 

^ With a gentle yiolence he forced her u|^n a seat, and. in 
■Hence rapported her head on his side, against which she un- - 
conscioiuuy leaned and wept. He listened with a painful 
melandu^ to the remoyal of the coAn ; and at the closing of 
the street-door, which for eyer shut the litUe William from 
that house in which he had been the source of pleasure. A . 
tear trickled down the cheek of Thaddeus^ and toe groans of 
thepoor grandmother were audible. 

The Count, incapable of speaking, squeezed her hand in his. ' 

"O! Mr. Constantine,'' cried ^e, ''see how my supports, . 
one after the other, are taken from me t first my son, and now 
hi|i infant ! To what shall I be at last reduced?" 

'^ You haye still, my good Mrs. Robson-a firiehd in heav^, 
that will supply the place of all that you miye lost on earth.** 

^True, oear sir ; I am a wicked creature to speak as 1 haye ' 
done ; but it is hard to suffer; it is hard to lose aU we knre in 
the world." 

<'It is," returned the Count, greatly affscted at her grief. 
''But you are not yet depriycid of aUi you haye a grand* 
daughter." 

''Ah I poor little thing! what will become of her when I 
die? I used often to think what a precious brother my darling , 
WiUhon would haye proyed to his sister, when I should be no 
more." 

This additional distress which her fancy had conjured up, ' 
augmented the aiRiction of the good old woman ; and Thad- - 
deus looked at her with his compassionate soul beaming in 
his eyes, exclaiming, " Mrs. Robson, the same Almighty %e- 
ing tnat protected me, the last of my family, will protect the 
OTOprinr of so excellent a woman as yourself." 

Mrs. Kobson lifted up her head for a moment. She had 
neyer before heard him utter a sentence of his own history ; 
and ^at he had now let drop, added to the tender acrfemnitv 
of his manner, for fin instant arrested her attention. He 
went on: 

"In me, yon see a man, who wHhin a short space of three 
months, hath lost a grandfather that loyed'him as fbndly as 
vou did vour William ; a mother whom he saw expire before 
mm, and whose sacred remains he was forced to leaye in the 
hands of her murderers ! Yes, Mrs. Robson, I haye neither ' 
parentf nor a home. / tea* a tlran^er^ and you toek me th; 
•Ad bcayen will reward your family m kind. At leasty I pro 
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aliae tliaty wiiilB^ I Imtb, whalerar be my fiiteyilioQld 7011 be 
called hence, I will protect your grandHdaughter with a farothei*! 
affection-.'' 

**Maiy heaven ia its merer bl^aaa youi'' «ned Mn. Robson, 
dropping on her knees, liiaddeus raised her with guddng 
eyes ; and having replaced her in a seat, left the room Ibria 
few mifiuAea t» repover himselil 

In the eyeoing, Mrs. Watts, according to the Count's de- 
sire, called with an estimate of the ^expenses attending the 
child's. interment. Fees and eveiry t^Qj^ pollacted, Uie demand 
«n his beaeyolehce was six pouods. • This sum proved rather 
inor« than he expected, but he paid it without a clemur, leaving 
himself only a &w shiUines. 

pe coBsiaered what he liad done as the fulfilment of a duty 
Se indispensable, that it must have been accomplished even by 
<he sacrifice of lus uttermost farthing. Gratitude and distress 
held claims upon him, which he would neTer allow his neces- 
ttties in the raiailest instance to transgress. All gifts of mere 
f^eaerosity were beyond his power, and consequenuy in a sh(wt 
time beyond his wish ; but to the cry of want and #ret(^ea* 
ness, his hand and heart were ever open. Often has be in the 
street given away to a starving chlla tliat pittance which ^as 
to purdiase his own hard meal, and never felt such neglect of 
himself a privation. To have turned his eyes and ears frolh 
the little mendicant, would have been the hardest struggle ; 
and the remembrance of such inhumanity would have haunted 
him to his pillow. This being the natural disposition of the 
Count Sobiej^, it had been so fostered and directed by the 
venerable palatine, that he now found it more difficult to bear 
cahuaoi^ when viewing anoUier's poverty, whom he could not 
relieve^ than when penury assailed himself in all its shapes of 
desolatiom 

I'owards night, the idea of Somerset again presented itseK 
When he fell asleep, his dreams repeated the scene at the play- 
bouse : again he saw him, and again he eluded his ^prasp. 

His waSung thoughts were QOtleas true to their olject ; and 
tke next morning he went to a coffee-house in the lane, where 
be called for breakfast, and inquired of the master if he knew 
smy thins of Sir Robert Somerset. The question was Ho 
sooner aw^ than it was answered to his satisfaction.' The 
Osurt Guide was examined| and he found his address, **$ir 
Robari S9mersetf BarL Orotomor^Squdre-'SomerUi CatUe, 

GladdmiDd by the discovery, ThaddewhasteHedhoine ; md 
imwilluig to affect the feelings of hii friend by a inddeii i^ 
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'Tetter: ^. - ■ ' 

'"Oeir Somefset, 

. " Will the name at ^e bottom of this pa|^ dOl^iM fWi 1 

""Will it give you pleasure ? 1 cannot suffer myseif to retain a 

* doubt, ^dthough you have by the silence -of two ycari almoftt 

^ convinced me that T am for^gotten. In truth, Somerset, I hftd 

' resolved never to obtru ' -jTfiyself and my misfortunes on yowr 

' knowledge,^ until last WiedneskJay ni^nt, when I saw yttu 

^oing into Drury-lane Theatre ; the sirfit of you auelkd all 

ipy resentment, and I called after you, nut you dia not hear. 

Pardon me, my dear friend, that I speak of resentment. R is 

a hard lesson to learn, that of being resigned to the IbvigetiUl- 

■ nesaof them we love. 

" Notwithstanding that 1 lost my pocket-book with vote 
direction, in a skirmish soon after your depaftture, I Bate 
] written to you frequently at a venture ; and yet. though yDu 
knew in what spot in Poland you left Thadcretts and hu 
family, 1 have never heard of you since the day of our separa^ 
tiop. Yet, you must have some good reason for your silenoi ; 
at least I will hope so^ and let me beg that I may either hbar 
' from you or see you directly on your receiving this. 
[ " Doubtless, public report has afforded you some infbrmatk>n 
] yelatiye to the ocstruction of my ever beloved country. I bear 
lilts fate on myself. Ydu will nnd me in a poor lod^mg at the 
Wtom of St. Martin's Lane. You will find me changed in 
- every thiQg. The first horrors of ^ief have subsided, euid hiy 
dearest consolation rises in the midst of my affliction, out of 
. what was its bitterest cause : I thank heaven, that my rb- 
' .yered grandfather and mother were taken from a consumma- 
tion ofills, that would have reduced them to a misery which I 
; am content to endure alone. 

' '** Come to me, dear Somerset. To look on you, to pr^ss 
' you'tp my heart, will be a happiness, ^at even in hopemakbs 
my heart throb with pleasure. 
' ' ,,**I will remsdn at home all day to-morrow, in the expeeta- 
; ^6{i 6t iseeinff you; meanwhile adieu, n^y dear Somerset. 
VToir'wlli ftnd, at No. 5 St. Martin's Lane, your ever afReA> 
'' tionate ' « ThaddbOs Cokstantink Sobikski, 

:i.^**K^S; inmw fdf meUy the name of Mi. Coni««**f«ne.'» 
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With tha most delightfiil amotions Thaddeos saalad thb 
latter, and gave it to Nanny, with arders to inquire at. tba 
post-office when he might expect an answer. The tihiki ra» 
turned with the information mat it would reach Grosrenor- 
Square in an hour, and he could have a reply by three o'clock. 

Three o'clock arrived, but no letter. Thaddeus counted 
the hours till midnight, which brought him nothing but disap- 
pointment. The wnole of the succeeding day wore away m 
the same uncomfortable manner. His he^t bounded at every 
step that sounded in the passage, and throwing open his room 
door, he listened to every person that spoke, but none bora 
any resemblance to the voice of Somerset. 

Ni^t again shut in, and the Count, overcome by a train of 
doabtS| in which despondence had now the greatest share^ 
threw nimself on his bed, unable to close his eyes. 

Whatever be our afflictions, not one human creature, who 
has endui^d misfortunes, will hesitate to aver, that, of fdl the 
tortures incident to mortality, there are none like the racking* 
of suspense. It is the hell which Milton describes with su^ 
horrifale accuracy : in its hot and cold regions the anxious soul 
of man is alternately tossed from ardours of hope to the petii* 
tying rigours of doubt and dread. Men who have not been 
nispended between confidence and fear, in the faith of a be- 
loved friend, are ignorant of "Uu nerve whence agonies are 
bomJ* It is, when sunk in sorrow, when adversity loads ua 
with divers miseries, and our wretchedness is complete; it Is 
then we feel, that though life is brief, there are few friendships 
vhich have strength to follow it to the^nd. 

Such were the reflections of the Count Sobieaki, when ha. 
arose in the morning from his sleepless pillow. The idea that 
the letter might have been delayed, afforded him a fieunt hope, 
which he eheriahed all day, dinging to the expectation of see- 
iag his friend before sunset. But Somerset did not appear ; 
and Thaddeus, obliged to seek an excuse. for his absence in 
the supposition that his application had miscarried, rather- 
than hastily abandon himselt to the belief that he was treated 
with cruelty and ingratitude, determined to write once morci. 
and deliver the letter himself at his friend^s door, acoordingly, 
with different sensations from those with which he had aa«> 
drassed him a few days before, he wrote these lines: 

" To PSMBHOKS SoXBBSETy EsQ. 

<*If he who once called Thaddfina Sobioski hia fiisn^hKPa* 

13 
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ncflited a letter which that exile addressed to him bn 
hist, this note will meet with the same neglecU But if thiDi 
be the first intelligence that tells Somerset his friend is iii> 
town, thoug:h robMd of all that he possessed^ he will receive 
him with open arms at his humble abode m St. Martin's 
Lane. 
" Sunday eyenuig^. No. 6, St. Martin's Lane." 

Thaddeus having sealed the letter, walked out in search <^ 
Sir Robert Somerset's habitation. After some inquiries, he 
found Qrosveoor S(]|[uare ; and, notwithstanding the darkness 
of the night, was directed to the house by the light of lamps, 
and the lustre that shone through the open windows.' He he- 
sitated a lew minutes on the pavement, and looked up. An 
old eentleman was standing with a little bOy at the nearest' 
window. Whilst tlie Count's eyes were fixed on these two 
figures, he saw Somerset himself come up to the child, and 
liNid it away towards a group of ladies. 

Thaddeus immediately flew to the door, with a tremor over * 
hts frame which communicated itself to the knocker, for he 
knocked with such violence that the door was opened in an 
instant by half a dozen footmen at once. He spoke to one. 

" Is Mr. Pembroke Somerset at home ?" 

" Yes," replied tlie man, supposing him to be a visitor, and 
making room for him to pass. 

" I do not want to see him now," rejoined the Count, " only 
give that letter directly, for it iiB of consequence." 

'* Certainly, sir,"- replied the servant^ and Thaddeus in« 
stantly withdrew. 

He now turned homewards, with his mind morie than con^ 
monly depressed. There was a something in the whole affair ' 
that pierced him to the soul. He had seen the house that 
oontamed the man he most warmly loved, but he had not been 
admitted within it. He could not forbear recollecting, that' 
when his gates had opened wide as his heart to welcome Pem^ 
broke Somerset, how hte had been implored by his then grates* 
ful friend, to bring the Palatine and the Countess, with their 
retinuei, to England, where his father would be proud to en- 
tertain them as the preservers of his son. How different did 
he find the reali^ to all these professions. Instead of seeing 
the doors opened to welcome him, he had been allowed to 
stand like a hemir on the threshold, and had heard them shut 
against him, wmlst the form of Somerset glided above hini^ 
las the shadow of his baried joy s« 
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These discomforting^ retrospections on the past, and painful 
meditations on the present, continued to occupy his mind ; 
till, passing over from Picadilly to Corentry street, he per- 
ceivefl a wretched looking; man, almost bent double, accosting 
m party of people in broken French, and imploring their 
eharity. 

The voice and the accent being Sclaronian, arrested the 
ear of Thaddeus. Drawing close to the man, as the party 
proceeded without taking notice of his application, he hastily 
asked, ** Are you a Polander?" 

"Father of mercies !" cried the beggar, catching hold of hii 
hand, " am I so blessed ! have I at last met him !" and burst- 
ing into tears, he leaned upon the arm of the Count, who, 
hardly able to articulate from surprise, exclaimed, "dear wor- 
thy Butzou ! what a time is this for you and I to meet ! But 
come, you must go home with me." 

"Willingly, my dear lord," returned he, "for I have none. 
[ have begged my way from Harwich to this town; and haye 
already spent two dismal nights in the streets." 

"O, my country I" cried the full heart of Thaddeuft. 

" Yes," continued the poor old soldier, " it receiyed its death 
wound when Kosciusko and my honoured master fell." 

Thaddeus oould make no reply; but, supporting the ex- 
hausted frame of his fnend, who was hardly able to walk, he 
gladly descried his own door. 

The widow opened it the moment he knocked, and seeing 
some one with him, was retreating, when Thaddeu& who 
found from the silence of Butzou and his increasing feebleness, 
that he was near fainting, begged her to allow him to take 
his compeiiion into hor kitchen. She instantly made way ; 
and whilst the Count placed him in the arm chair by the fir^ 
the poor man seemed at once bereft of sensation. 

" He is my friend, my father's fnend !" cried Thaddeus, 
looking at his pale and haggard face, with a strange wildnesa 
in his own features, "for heayen's sake giye me something to 
restore hhn!" 

Mrs. Robson, in dismay, and literally haying nothing better 
in the jiouse, gave him a gleuss of water. 

" That will not do," exclaimed he, still upholding the mo- 
tionless body on his arms; "haye you ne wine? nothing? 
He is dying nir want." 

"None, sir, I haye none," answered she, frightened at the 
yiolence of his manner: "run. Nannv. and TOrrowsomaof 
Mrs. Watts." 
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" Do^" said Thaddeus, '*and bring me a bottle from the neaiw 
est inn.'' As he spoke, he threw her the only half guinea he 
possessed, and added, *' fly, for he may die in a few minutes." 

The child flew lightning over to the Golden Cross ; and 
brought in the wine just as Butzou had opened his eyes, anc 
"was gazing at Thaddeus with a languid agony that penetra 
ted his souL Mrs. Robson held the water to his lips. He 
swallowed a little, and scarcely articulated, whilst his head 
dropped back on the chair, "I am perishing for want of food." 

Thaddeus caught the bottle from Nanny, and pouring some 
wine into a glass, made him drink nearly all. This draught 
appeared to revive him. He raised himself up in his seat, and, 
though still pantinff and speechless, leaned his swimming head 
upon the bosom of his friend, who knelt by his side, while Mrs. 
Kobson was preparing some toasted bread and mulled wine. 

After mucn exertion between the good landlady and Uie 
Countf they sufficiently recovered the poor invalid to lead him 
up Stan's, and lay him on the bed. Tlie natural drowsiness 
attendant on debility, aided by the fumes of the wine, threw* 
him into an immediate and deep sleep. 

'Thaddeus, seeiog him at rest, thought it proper to eo down 
to Mrs. Robson, and by a partial history of his friend, satisfy 
her about the cause of the scene that she had just beheld. He 
Yound the good woman surprised and concerned, but no wajr 
displeased ; and in a few words he gave a summary explana* 
tion of the precipitancy with which, without her pemusaion, 
he had introduced a strang^er to her roof. 

The substance of what ne said, related, that the person up 
Stairs had served with him in the army ; that in consequence 
of the ruin of his country (which he could no longer conceal 
was Poland,) he had flown in quest of him in England ; and 
in his journey had sustained those misfortunes wmch had re- 
duced hinv to the state she had witnessed. 

"I met him," continued he, " as a beggar in the street ; and 
nrhilst he lives, I shall hold it my duty to protect him. I love 
nim for his own sake, and I honour him for my grandfather's; 
besides, Mrs. Robson," cried he, with additional energy, 
** before I left my country I made a vow to my sovereign, that, 
wherever I should meet this brave old man, I would serve him 
to the last hour of his life. Therefore we must part no more. 
Win you give him shelter ?" added he, in a subdued voice, 
^ will you allow me to retain him in my apartments?" 

"willingly, sir! but how can I accommodate him f hell 
Already in your bed, and I have got no other." 



^Leare tfast to me, best, kindest of women f exclainwd 
the Goant ; " your permission has rendered me bappyv*- 

He then wished her a ffood night ; and returning up stain, 
wrapped himself in his dressing gown, and passed the ni^t 
by uie little fire of the sitting room. 



CHAPTER XIII. • 

Owing to comfortable refreshment, and a iki^t of quiet 
and undisturbed sleep, seneral Butzou awoke is the morning 
mudi recovered from the weaknesa which had subdued him 
thepreoeding day. 

Tnaddeus observed this change with pleasure. Whilst he 
sa^by his bed, ministering to him with the care of a son, he 
dwelt with melancholy delight on his reverend features ; and 
listened to his languid voice, with those tender associations, 
and sensations of the heart, whidb are delicious, though they 
pierce it with anguish. 

•* Tell me, my dear general," said he, ** for I can bear to 
hear it now ; tell me what has befallen my unhappy country 
since I quitted it ?** 

'' Every calamity," cried the brave old man, shaking his 
head, " that tyranny could devise." 

** Well, go on," returned the Count, with a smile that too 
truly painted the pretended composure of his air ; " we, who 
have beheld her sufferings, and yet live, need not fear hearing 
them related ! Did you see the king b^ore he left Warsaw / 
He told me that he was to be banished to Ghrodno some time 
in the last month." 

"No," replied Butzou, "our oppressors took care of that 
Whibt you, my lord, were recovering of your wounds in the 
citsu^, I set off for Sachoryn to join Prince PoniatowakL In 
my way tliither, I met some soldiers, who informed me that 
ht» Highness had been compelled^ to- discharge the troops, and 
was returning to support nis brother under the indignities, 
which the haughtiness' of Suwoitow might premeditate. I 
tiien dn^eted my steps towards Sendomar^ where I hoped to 
find Wawrzecki^ with a few faithful followers ; but h^e too 
I was disappointed. Two days before my arrival that general 
had, according to orders, disbanded the whole party. I now 
found Poland was completely in the hands of hsr ravagers, 
and I prepared to return. I waa shocked and- ageniBed al 
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erelry step I retrod. I beheld ihe shores oi the Vistula Unecl 
on every side with Russian troops. Ten thousand were post^ 
ed on her banks, and eighteen thousand among the rums of 
Prarue and Villanow. 

"When I approached the walls of Warsaw, imagine, my 
dear Count, how great was my indignation t How barbarous, 
how unmanly, the conduct of our enemies t Around the city 
batteries of cannon were erected, that on the least symptom of 
discontent were conunanded to level it with the ground. 

"On the morning of mr arrival, I wae hastening to tlw 
palace to pay my duty to the king, when a Russian officer in- 
tercepted me, and threatened that, if I attempted to pass, my 
obstinacy would be fatal to myselfl and hazardous to his ma- 
jesty, whose confinement and sufferings should increase in 
proportion to the adherents he retained among the Poles. 
Hearing this, I was turning away overwhelmMl with grief 
and anger, just as th6 doors of the audience chamber opened, 
and the Counts Potocki, Kilinski, and several others of your 
grandfather's dearest friends, were led out under a strong 
guard. I was standing motionless with surprise^ when Po- 
tocki perceiving me held forth his hand. I took it, and wring- 
ing it, in the bitterness of my heart uttered some words whioi 
I cannot remember ; but the Russian bade me beware how I 
again gave way to such injurious warmth. 

" * Farewell, my worthy eeneral,' said the Count, * you 8e« 
that we are arrested. We nave loved Poland too faithfully 
for her enemies ; and for that reason are to be sent out of the 
way to-morrow to Petersburgh. Though we are prisoners, 
ve shall at least have the consolation of Siaring the same fate 
with Kosciuska' ' Sir, I cannot admit of this conversation,' 
cried the officer of the guard ; who commanding the escort to 
proceed, I lost sight of these illustrious patriots, probably for 
ever. 

" 1 understood from the few Poles that remained in the cita- 
del, the good Stanislaus was to be sent on the same dismal 
joumev to Grodno the next day. And that you had quitted 
Poland the moment your wounds would allow you to move, 
that you might at least avoid the sight of Suworrow's tri- 
umphal entry, whleh happened on the ninth of November lasL 
On the eighth, I believe, you left Warsaw for England?" 

" Yes," replied the Count, who with a breaking heart had 
listened to this distressing narrative ; " and, dQubfless, I saved 
myself much misery." 

*^Ymi did. One of th« magistrates described to m« th* 
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t^Mm lUM^ ftt wUch I would not have been present far 
worldB. He told me that when the morning arrived in which 
the Rmsian wai to make his public entry, not a citizen would 
ba MMi without comintLBion. A dead silence reigned In the 
streets ; the doors and windows of every house remained so 
dosed, thai «, stranger mif ht have supposed it to be a general 
mourning ; and it was the nitterest that could have fallen upon 
oar floiilsl At this moment, when Warsaw in a manner lay 
dying at the feet of the conqueror, the Russian troop marched 
into the city, and U.ied the roads, the only spectators of their 
own hornme tragedy. At lenfi:th, with eyes that could no 
longer weepi^ the magistrates, reluctant and full of indie:na- 
tion, proceeded to meet Suwarrow and his train on the bridge 
of Pragofri When they came near enough to the proccssionf 
they presented the keys of Warsaw on tlieir knees." 

'*On iheir'knees!" interrupted Thaddeus, starting up, and 
IIm btood flushing over his face. 

•* Yes,'* answered Butzou, " on their knees." 

*' Father of heaven !" exclaimed the Count, walking about- 
chs room with emotion, "why did not the earth open and 
•wallow them? Why did not the blood which saturated the 
•pot whereon they knelt, cry out to them ? O Butzou, this 
ftumiliatioR of Poland is worse to me than all her miseries!" 

" 1 feel as you feel, my lord," continued the general, " I ex- 
pressed myself with tlie same resentment ; but the magistrate 
who related to me th* circumstance, urged in excuse for hin»- 
•elf and his brethren, that such a form was necessary; and 
kad they refused, probably their lives would have been for- 
feited." 

*♦ Well," inquired Thaddeus, resuming his seat, " but where 
•ras the img dunag this transaction ?" 

" In the castle : where he soon underwent a similar scene, 
«nd received orders to be present next day at a public thanks^ 
giving, whes all the inhabitants of Warsaw were forced to 
Attend a te deum in gratitude for the destruction of their coun- 
try. I thank Heaven 1 was spared from witnessing this mon- 
strous Uasplieray ; I was then at Seadomir. The daj after I 
heard th^ss horrid accounts, I saw the carriage which con- 
teuied the good Stanislaus, guarded like a traitor's out o' the 
pdes ; and that very hour I left the country. I travellec x<f» 
wards Hamburgh, where I took Aiy passage to HamiJ^V; 
Prom &tigue> one of my old wounds broke out afresh, n^t. 
Mntmniiig ill a week, I expended the little money 1 v 
iKouf IK with hm. Raduflsd to my last shilling, and ea^ i 



^ 
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Hud you, I begged my way from that tQwn to thia I hair 
already spent two nuserable days and nights in tiM opem air^f 
wi^ na other sustenance than the easiuu cfaaiity of paasen- 
gersy when Hearen sent you to sare me from permhiiig in (bo 
■treets." 

Butzou pressed the hand of his young friend, as he oon« 
duded. Inspleasure still kept its station on the Count's fea« 
Uires. The good general ocMeried it with satisiactiony well 
pleased that indignation at the supposed pusillanimity of his 
^un^men, ])revented those bursts of grief^ which he had ex* 
-ptctsd from lacp sensible nature, when he should be informed 
ftat the ruin of Poland was confirmed. 

Tcrtraards evening, general Butzou fell asUepb Thaddeus, 
leaning back on his chair, fixed his eyes on the iire,^ and pon« 
oered, with amazement and sorrow, on all that had passed. 
When it was nearly dark and he was yet lost in his musings, 
Mrs. Robson gently opened the door with a candle,, in her 
hand, and presented a letter. "Here sir,.** said she^ "is a 
Jitter a serrant has just left ; he told roe there requued no 
answer.** 

Thaddeus had sprung from his seat at the sight of the pa- 
per, and, almost catching it from her, his former gloomy cogi« 
tations dispersed before tne hopes and fond emotions of friend- 
ship which now lit up in his bosom. Mrs. Robson had with* 
drawn. He looked at the superscription,, it was the hand 
writing of his friend. Tearing it asunder, two folded papers 
presented themselves; ne opened them and they were his 
dwn letters, which had been read and returned to him wlth- 
€^t a word. His beating heart felt suddenly chilled. Let- 
ting the papers fall from his hand, he dropped down on a 
seat, and closed his eyes, as if he would shut them from Uie 
world and its ingratitude. * 

Unable to recover from the astonishment into which Ukia 
event had thrown him, his thoughts whirled about, in a suc- 
cession of accusations, surmises, and doubts, that seemed for 
a few minutes to drive him to distraction. 
' •? Was it really tlie hand^of Somerset !*• 

i^ain he examined the envelope. It was; andtheendo* 
sure were hn own letters, without one word of apology fbf 
■uch ingratitude^ 

^OsSdhe make one? Ke^** replied Thaddeus to himselfl 
Y Unhappy that I am to have been induced to a^ly twice to 
to de^icable a man! Oh, Somerset,*' eried he, looking at the 
Mpecs as ^hey lay belbff* lum»'* wte k. necetsary thH insula 
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imiBt be added to mfkithfulness and inmtitade, to tbvow'me 
off entirely? Good heareni did he mink because I wrote 
twice, that I woald persecute him with applications ? WeH 
I have been told that this is mankind ; but, that I should find 
it in him !" 

In this way, agitated and mntterinff^, and walking up and 
down the room, he spent another wakeful and cheerless nieht. 

Next morning, when the COcmt went down stairs to be^ 
Mrs. Robeon to attend his friend till his return, she mentioned 
what uneasiness he had occasioned her the preceding night, 
as she had heard him most of the time moving above ner 
head. He was accounting to her for his restlessness, by com- 
plaining of ahead-ache that would not allow him to sleep, when 
she interrupted him by saying, ^ O no sir, I am sure it is llie 
hard boards you lie on to accommodate the poor old gentle- 
tnan. I am certain you will make yourself ilL" 

Thaddeus thanked her for her solicitude; but, declariqg 
that nothing of the kind was any hardship to him, he left her; 
And, with his drawings in his pocket, once fnofe took the path 
to Great Newport-street. 

Indication against his fickle friend, and anxiety for the 
tranquillity of general Butzou, whose age, infirmities, and 
fufferiaes, threatened a speedy termination of his life, deter- 
nin^ £e Count to sacrince all false delicacy and weakness, 
and to hazard another attempt at acquiring the means of af^ 
folding those comforts to the sick veteran, which his state de- 
manded. — Happen how it would, he resolved that Butzou 
«hou]d never know the complete wreck of his property. He 
sihuddered at loading him with the additional distress of feel- 
ingthat he was a burthen on his protector. 

TThaddeus passed the door of the print-seller who had be- 
liftved so ill to him on his first application.; and, walking to 
the fartiiest shop on that side, entered it, and laying his draw- 
ings on the counter, requested the master to look at them.*— 
The man opened the packet; and the Count, dreadine a se- 
cond repulse, or even more than similar insolence, nastily 
added J 

^They are scenes in Germany. If you like to have them, 
their |Mriae is a guinea.*' 

^Are you the painter, sir?" asked the man* 

■* Ye« sir. Do they please you ?»' 

^'Tes,^ answered the man, examining them nearer, ''there 
Is a breath and fi'eedom in the style which is novel and may 
toksw I viU give you your demand.'' 
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Thaddeos rejoieed that he bad soceoeded whtpe he-reallf 
felt no hope ; and with a bow was leaving^ the shop, when 
the man called after hun ''Sir! Sir !" 

Thaddeus returned prepared to hear some impertinent 
remark. 

It is a strange thing, but it ia true : that thoM who hare 
■been thrust by misfortune to a state beneath their birth and 
expectations feel as if they were the object of universal hos* 
tility. They see contempt in every eye, they suppose insult 
in every word : the slightest neglect is sufficient to set the sen- 
sitire pride of the unfortunate in a blaze ; and alas I how little 
is this sensibility respected by the rich and ^y, in their deal- 
ings with, the unhappy! To what an eulditionof misery are 
the wretched exposed: meeting not only those contumelies 
which the prosperous are not backward to bestow, but those 
^fancied ills, that however unfounded, keep the mind in a con- 
stant fever with itself and war&re with the surrounding 
world ! 

Repeated insults had taught the Count Sobieski to feel much 
of this anticipating irritability; and it was with a very 
haughty step. that he turned back to hear what the print-seller 
had to say. 

'* I only want to ask^ Aether you follow this art as a pro- 
fession 7" 

«* Yes." 

^Then I will be glad if you can furnish me wi|h six such 
drawings every week." 

"Certainly," replied Thaddeus, pleased with the proba- 
bility of securing something towards the support of his friend 

*'Then bring me another half dozen next Monday." 

Thaddeus promised, and with a more satisfied mind todk 
h9 way homewards. 

Who ia there in Eneland that does not remember the dread- 
Ail winter of 1794, when the whole country lay buried in a 
thick ice that seemed eternal? Over that ice, and through 
those sndws, the venerable Butzou had begged his way from 
Harwich to London ; rMtine at nig^t under Uie belter of 
some shed or out-hoiise« The effects of this was a palnfUl 
rheumatism, that fixed itself in his limbs, and now rendered 
them nearly uselesa. 

Two or three weeks passed over the heads of the eeoeral 
and hit yonng protectory Thaddeus, cheering the M man 
vith his anufts ; and he, m return, imparting the only plea> 
•on to him that hii melancholy heart could receive ; the ca&- 



THADDBirS or WAKBAW. 14S 



nctioB tint kw attantioiis and affeetimi weM 

In the ez^rciw of these duties, the Coont Bot only felt hife 
heelth^radually reeoter its tone^ but his mind become mof% 
tnmquu, and less prone to those suddea floods of regret sjid 
&eli^g whidi had been rapidly sapping his lifek 

By a strict economy on his own part, he managed to pay 
.the'wido^ and sOpport his friend^ out of the weekly profits ef 
his drawi^fis, wluca were now and then augmented, by a con> 
missioB to do mm or two more than the stipulated number. 

Thus conversing with Butzou, reading to him when awake^ 
^rsuin^ his drawing; when he slept, Thad<teu8 spent the 
tinM until the bee^nmg of March. 

One 6me star-usht evening in that month just before the 
frost broke up, a&r painting all day, he put on his hat, and 
desiring., little Nanny to take care of the seneral, he left hia 
work at the print-seller's, and proceeded urough Piccadilly^ 
intending to go as far as Hyde-Park comer, and return* 

Much pleased with the beauty of the ni^t, he walked OB^ 
aot nrnarkias; that be had passed the turn-pike, till he heard 
a scream. Tne sound seemed to come from near the Park* 
wall. He immediately hurried^ along, and came up with A 
wonan who was struggling with a man that was swearing 
and behaving in a very BruUsli manner. 

Without a momeat's hesitation, Thaddeus with one bhnr 
of his arm sent tlie fellow reeling against the walL But whiki 
he auppoited the Outraged person who was fiidnting, the man 
rMOve(«xl himseli^ and flying at her champion, ainied a stroke 
at his head, with an immense' bludgeon, which the Count 
fyfjAiag hold of as it descended, wrenched out of his hand. 
The horrid oaths of the ru^an, and the hysterical shrieks of 
the woman, soon collected a mob ,• when the villain, fearing 
worse usage, made off, and lell Thaddeus to restore the ter^ 
lifled woman at hk leisure. 

Aa soon as she was able to speak, she thanked her deliverer 
Ui a voice and language that assured him it was no common 
person he had befriended. Though, in the circumstance of 
oer distress, all would, have been the same to him ; a helpless 
female was insulted, and whatever were her rank, he felt that 
she had an equal claim to protection. 

The mob dispersed ; and the Ck>unt finding the lady capa^ 
Ue of walking, begjged permission to see her rafe home. 

** I thank you, sir,'* replied she; ^ and I accept your oifer 
with sratitude; Ba&idesi alter . your geatcous intetfersacti U 
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'.ii ifqtiiB&te that I should aeediwt io-Tm^ boir ft iMHudi of my 

appearance came out at this hour without attendaace. I fuef 
t» tflher excuae to advaaee ^ sUch impmdeiioey tlmti the de- 
daratioa that I. have often done so with impunity. I Have a 
friendy whoBf husband b^g in tlie guards, Irves near the bar- 
racks* We often drink tea with each other, and sometimes 
my aer^aota oome for me ; and sometimes when I am wearied 
and indisposed, I come away earlier, and alone. This^ ^P" 
pened to-night ; and I have to thank vour callaotryy sir, &r 
Toy rescue from tlie first outrage of Uie toad SuX ever assailed 
me." 

By the time that a f^w more complBncnCary words (m h€r 
side, and a modest reply from Thaddeus, had paased, they 
4(9pptfd before a house in Orosvenor Place. The lady knocked 
M the door, and as soon as it was opened, the CoiAt was taking 
^eave, but she laid her hand on his arm and exclaimed r " 

" No, sir ; I must not loee the probability of oonvinetBg yott 
that you have not succoured a person unworthy of your nnd> 
;a«s9. I intrcbt you to walk in !** 

Thaddeus was too much pleased with her manner, not ti 
Af^cept this invitation. He followed her up stairs into a dr«w^ 
ifig room, wliere a young lady was seated at work. 
; ^Miss £gerton,''a;ried the lady, as she entered and intro- 
duced the Count, *^ here is a gentleman whe has this momeni 
«aved me from the hands of a ruiiad. You must assist me to 
express my gnatiiudc." 

"I. would mth<aU my heart," ret«tied she; ''but youf 
ladtysiup Gsnfera benefits soweti, that you cannoi be at a loat 
Jiow toreceLrethem." " 

Thaddeus took the chair that a servani; set ftjr him, and with 
Iningled pleasure and admimlion turned his eyes on the h>Ttly 
woman whom he had rescued. She threw off her cloak and 
veti, and displayed a dignity ^of figure and pensiyeness- of 
countenance, full of such expression and interest, that he ItiX 
an in'esistible'wish to secure her acquaintance. 

Her ladyship beg^d him to lay aside his ffreat coat, aa Bhi 
must insist upon his supping with her. There was a com* 
mending sofuiess in her manner, and a gentle, yet unappeaU 
able decision in her voice, that he could not withstand-: and 
he prepared to obej, although he was aware that the fashion 
ftfid richness of his nulitary dress concealed under his eoat 
would eive her ideas which his situation could not answer. 
-. The lady did not notice that he hesitated, but ringing tho 
b^lV dtflkad tiie servant to take the gentleman's bat ud ooML 
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iluiddeus M^ immediately in the looks of both Udies wh*t 
ke had fearod. 

^ I perceive," said the elder, aa she to<^ h»t seat, " that mf 
deliverer is ia the army ; yet I do not reooUect having seen 
that uniform before " 

" I am no^ an Englishman !" returned he. 

"Not an EnglisSman/' exclaimed lyiiss Eeerton, "and 
speak the language so accurately ! You cannot be FVeach 7*^ 

" No, madam ; I had the honour of serving unclar the king 
of Poland." 

* " Then his Was a very pliant court, I suppose," rejoined 
Miss Egerton, with a smile ; " for I am sorry to say, that 
there are few about Su James's that Would hare ventured to 
have done what you did by Lady Tineraouth." 

The Count returned the young lady's smile. " I have seen 
too UttLe, madam, 6f Englishmen of rank, to show any gal- 
lantry in defending this part of my sex against so fair an ao- 
cuser." Indeed he recollected the officers in the park, and 
the perfidy of Somerset, and thought that he had no reason to 
give them more of his respect thsui their countrywoman eon« 
sidered fit to bestow. 

" Come, come, Maria," cried Lady Tittemouth ; " though 
no woman has less cause to speak well of mankind than I havcu 
i will not ]»ermit ray countrymen to be run down in /•Is. I 
dare say this gentleman will agree with me, that it DditheT 
shows a candid nor a patriotic spirit ?" 

♦* I dare to say he will not agree with you. Lady Tinomoathk 
No gentleman yet, who had his wits aV>ut him, ever agreed 
with an elder lady ao^ainst a youne^er. Now, Mr. Gentleman ! 
for it seems that is the name oy which We are to address you ^ 
what do you say ?" 

Tbaddeus almost laughed at ths singular way she had 
chosen to ask his name; and allowing some of the gloom 
which generally obscusedhis 6ne eyes, to disperse, he answen 
ed with a smile. 

" My name is Constaatine." 

"Well, you have replied to my last question first ; but X 
will not let you off aHX>ut my be&rish coutttfymen. Don't you 
Uiink, Mr. Constantine, that I may tall them so, without any 
breach of good manners to them, or duty to my countrymen i 
J^or you see her kidyship hangs nfuch upon patriotism.^' 

Lady Tinemouth shook her head. 

** Maria. Maria, you are a strange mad-cap." 

■•/ dort*t cAi 3 (yr thir ; I will have Mr* Constantine V uil» 
II 
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jjpffejuditiad vtplf. I am sure, if he had taken as long a tfme 
in anawering your call, as he does mine, the mifiaa mi^t 
Jiave iulfed and eaten you too before he moTcd to your assist- 
ance. Gome, sir, may I not say that they are bears V* 

" Certainly. A pretty woman may say any thing." 

" Positively, Mr. Constantine, I won't endiu-e' contempt ! 
Say such anotlier word, and I will call you as auominable an 
animal as the worst of tiiem." 

"But I am not a proper judge. Miss Egerton. I have 
never been in company wilii any of these men ; so to be un- 
partial, I must suspend my opinion." 

"And not believe my word?** 

Thaddeas bowed. 

" There, Lady Tinemouth," cried she, affecting pet, " take 
your champion to yourself; he is too great a savage for me " 
- " Thank you, Maria,*' returned her ladyship, giving her 
hand to the Coant to lead her to the supper room ; ** this is tlie 
way she quarrels with every man that comes into my house, 
and then her ill humour transforms them to its own likeness." 

'* And where is the man," observed Thaddeus, " that would 
not be happy under the spells of so beautiful a Circe ?'* 

** It won't do, Mr. Constantine," cried she, taking her place 
opposite to him ; "my anger is not to be appeeised by catling 
me names ; you don t mend the matter much, by likening me 
to a heathen and a witch." 

Lady Tinemouth bore lier part in the conversation of the 
evening, in a strain more in unison with the Count's mind 
However, he found no inconsiderable degree of a^iiisement 
from the unreflecting volubility and giddy sallies of her friend'; 
and on the whole, spent the few hours he passed there, with 
some resemblance to his almost forgotten sense of pleasure. 

He was in an elegant apartment, he was in the company of 
two lovely and accomplished women, and he was the object 
of their entire attention and gratitude. He liad been used to 
such scenes in his days of happiness, when he felt himself 
*' the expectancy and rose of the fair state, tlie glass of fashion, 
and the mould of form, the observed of all observers;" and its 
re-appearanee awaked, with tender remembrances, associating 
feelings, that made him rise with regret, when the clock 
struck one. 

Lady Tinemouth bade him good night, with an earnest re- 
quest that he would shortly repeat his visit. This invitation 
gratified h'lm much ,* and they parted mutiudly delighted with 
sAieh other. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Pleased as tiie Count was with the acquaintance to which 
his gallantly had introdueed him, he did not repeat his cal] 
for a long ume. 

' A few mornings after his meeting with Lady Tin<imouth| 
the hard frost broke up. The cliange in the atmosphere so 
dreadfully aiTected tUe general, bv producing a relapse of his 
rheumatic fever, that his friejid iiad to watch by his pillow 
night and day for ten days. At the end of this period he re- 
coYcred sufficiently to sit up and read, or to amuse himself by 
registering the melancholy events of the last caxnpaigns, in a 
large book, with plans of the different battles. The sight of 
this volume would have distressed Thaddeus, had he not seen 
that it afforded comfort to the poor veteran, whom it trans- 
ported back into the midst of scenes on which he delighted to 
dwell ; yet he would often lay down his pen, shut the book, 
and weep like an infant ! 

The Count left him one mornin? at this employment, and 
strolled out, with the intention of calling on Lady Tinemouth. 
As he walked along by York House, he perceived Pembroke 
Somerset with a gentleman leaning on his arm, coming out of 
Bond-streeL 

All the blood in the Count's body seemed rushing to ha 
ikearu He trembled. Tlie ingenuous smile on his friend's 
countenance, and his features so sweetly marked with frank- 
jeas, made his resolution falter. 

"But proofs," cried he to himself, "are absolute!" and 
f^iyniwg £is focc to a Stand of books that was near him, he 
stood there till Somerset had passed. He went by him speak- 
ing these words : 

" I trust, father, that ingratitude is not his vice.** 

**But it is your's, Somerset!" murmured Thaddeus,, as for 
a moment he gpzed after them, and then proceeded on his 
walk, 

Wlien hi&iwune was announced at Lady Tinemouth's, he 
ibund her ladyship and another Iftdy, but not Miss Egerton. 
Lady Tinemoutli expressed her pleasure at this Tisit^ and her 
surprise that it had been so long deferred^ 

" The pain of such an apparent neglect of your ladyship's 
goodness," replied he, " has oeen added to ray anxietyror the 
4<H»lining hefluth of Qt firieixdt whose increased illness is my 
apology." 
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^ ** I wish,** retnrned her ladyship, her eye»beftinrng; approbft 
tion, ** that all my frieods cotdd exeiisd thfir absence so welL" 

" Perhaps they mldit if they cHose,** observed the other 
lady. " and with equal sincerity^" 

Thaddeus understood the increduKty qpuched under thea6 
ilTords. So did Lady Tinemouth. 

*' However,*' rejoined she, " be satisfied, Mr^ Constantine, 
^at I believe you sincere.*' 

Thi& Count Dowed. 

** Fie, Lady Tinemouth P cried the lady, " you are partial j 
nay, you are absurd ; did you ever hear a man speak truth to 
a woman !'* 

" Lady Sara !** replied her ladyship, with one of those arch 
glances that seldom visited' her eyes, "where will be your 
xanity if I assent to this V* 

*•!» the moony with mainfs sincerityv** 

Thaddeus paid little attention to this dialogue. Histhooghbi^ 
in spite of himself, were wandering after the figures of Somer- 
set and his father. 

Lady Tinemouth, whose fancy had not been c^uiet about 
him since chance had introduced nim to her acquaintance, ob- 
served his present absence without noticingr it. And, indeedj 
i!ie fruitful imagination of Maria Egerton nad not lain still. 
She declared, "he was a soldier froni hia d^ess, a man of rank 
^y his manners, an Apdlo by his piBrson, and a hero from., hjs 
gallantry !" 

Thus did Miss Kserton describe him to Lady Sara RtKM ^ 
** and,** added she, " what convinces me that h^ is a man of 
^hion, he has not been within these walls since we told. hiO} 
(hat we should take it as a favour.** 

Lady Sara had been eager to see this handsome stran^r* 
Having previously determined U> drop, in at Lady Tme- 
iDputh*a under some excuse or other, e-yery njorning, till her 
curi08it|^ was gratified, she was opt a little pka^ed, iiiilieki she 
heard his name announced. " • 

Lady Sara was married ; but she was also younr and bean* 
ttfiil, and she liked thi^ hi^r power should be Ml by othera 
besides her husban^d^. The io^tftnt she beheld the Count 
Sobieski, she- fom^. the wish to entangle him in her chains. 
She learned, by his pale countenance and thoughtful air, that 
he was a melancholy character, and, above all things, she had 
sighed for such a lover. She expected to receive,, from one of 
that cast, a tenderness, a deyoteaness, in short, a fervent, wild 
V^l. lomani^ posaion, which would ibed on her sighs ai>jd its 
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o^^ firep to eternity. ThaddeiM appeared to her to 1^ the 
very creature of whom she had been^ m search. Hia abtftmc- 
tign, his voice and eyes, the one 00 touching, the other so 
neglectfh! of any thing \mt f^ giound, ail were iFfeaistibYe, 
ana she resolVed from that moment -(in her own- words) ** to 
nu^e a dead set at him." 

Lady Tinemouth, not less pleased with this seeoad view of 
her new acquaint-ance tlian she had been at the first, dirsoted 
her discourse to him, accompanied by all that winning intevfest 
so endearing- to a liberal heart. Wlulsl she was speakhu;, 
lady Sara, wlio ncTer augured well to the soecess of her fosct* 
nations when the Countess addressed herself to any oi he* 
victims, tried everj means in her powsr to draw aside the at- 
tention of the Count. She played with her lad)rehip*s dog; 
bot, not succeeding-, she determined to strike him at once with 
the elegance of her figure. Complaining of the heat, she threw 
off a large green velvet mantle which she- had on^ and rieiilg 
fipm/the chair, walked towards the window. 

When- she looked round to enjoy her victory, she saw that 
this manceuvre had* failed like the rest ; for the provoking 
Countess was still standing between her and Thaddeua. AK 
most angry; she flung open the sash, and putting her hiMud out, 
exclaimed, m. her best modulated tohes :: 

"How d'ye dt>?«^ 

" I hojje your ladyship is well this morning !** was answered} 
in the voice of Pemoroke "Somerset. 

Thoddeus grew pale, and the Countess feeling the coldi 
turned round to ask lady Sara to whom she was speaking. 

" To a pest of mine, my dear," returned she, and then* 
stretching out her neck, she resumed, ''but where, in the name 
of heaven, are you going, Somerset, with, al] that tra^vftUing 
apparatus?"' 

** To Deerhurst ; we are goinff to take Ibrd" Aran dbwn. Bttt 
I keep your ladyship in the cold. Grood morning." 

"My compliments to Sir Robert (Jood bye! good bye!" 
and, waiving her white hand till his curricle was outof sight^^ 
when she turned round, her desires were gratified, for the el»>- 
«int stranfi;er was standing with his eyes fixed onthai hftnd*. 
But, had she known, that for any cognizance they took of ito 
beauty, they might as well have been fixed on vaeancy, she 
would not have puUechdown the window, and reseated herself 
with such an air of triumph. 

The Count took hia seat with a^sigb, and lady Tinefnouth 
didUitmme. 

13* 



•<So liiat 10 tlie BODorSir Robert Soineraet?'^ 

''Yes," replied her ladydiip, '^aod what do you think o£ ' 
liim.1 He is called rery handsome." 

''Yowr li^igrship. has forgottea thai I am near sighted,*^ 
Hwweredl the Ooiuitess, ** I could not diaeriminate his features, 
l^ut I think his figure fine. I remember his father was a handt ,' 
some man, and a man oC wo«d«rfUl talents." 

'* That may be^" resumed: lady Sara, laughing, and anxioua 
to excite- awa^ emotion of rjralry iu.the breast of Thaddeus : 
Tank sure I wight not to calf in question his talents anit 
taate,^ foi he has ofteu wiaiicd that fate had reserved me ^ . 
kBTSOfk." Her ladyship sighed and looked down. 

The sigh and j^^sture had more efiect upon her victim^ , 
than all. her exhibited graces. So difiicult is it to break afTec- . 
tSfitk and habit. Any tiling relating to Pembroke Somerset, 
•ottld yet BO powecluliy interest the Count, as to stamp itself 
on his features :. besides, the appearan.ce of any latent disquiet 
lode^ where ail seem^ splendour and vivacity, remindea him , 
pa^uUy of the chequered lot of man. His eyes were resting ' 
upon her ladyship, mil of tender commiseration,, pegnant with 
compassion for her, himself, and all the worId| wnen she raised , 
^r Acfad. The meetinj^ of such a look from him, filled her 
iv:ith agitation. She felt something strange 9X her heart. His 
•yes seemed to have penetrated to its inmost devises. Blush- 
ii|g like scarlety she got up,, to hide an embarrassment not to 
^ subdued ; and, hastily wishing the Countess a good morjSf 
M* curtsied to him, and left the room. 

l^ec ladyship entered the carriage with feelioj^ s^I in com-^ 
notion* She could not account for the confusion which "his 
Ifidka had occasioned i aad,^ half angry at a weakness so like m. 
faw inexperienced girl, she had determined to become one oC 
}lfidy Tinemouth'& constant visitors, until she should hav^. 
]bt>tt8;ht him (as she had done most of the mea about court) X9i 
her feet. 

ThesQ were her ladyship's cogitations, as she rolled alonj^' 
towards St.. Jan^s's Place. But she a little exceeded the fact 
in her statement; €(>j:» notwitlistandi^g she could count as 
many lovers as any woman, both before and after marriage, 
^t &w would have ventured so far as to trust the consequence 
%« luEMselmg petition. Somehow, the worthy lords and gen-» 
^te«MJ» had all to a man adopted the oracle of the poet^ th^^ 

^Love 4eet as oir, at sight of human ties, . 

Spreads his light wings« and in, ampni^eo^ fijo^.!" 
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.TkBsy aD prnt m ad to adora I«dy 6ai* C»pel^ m«n» W^ 
eaagM by her beauty, oUiers by her edat, bvEt Bone kad thfe 
moet distaisi wish to make thiafaieauty and eelat hia ova le(al 
property. 

"nie ytmne marqnia of SeTcm fluttered round her ladyehip 
dttring tbe mi year of hia appearance about cekui r bnt at 
the tni of that tune, instead of offering her his haad» ae maiv^ 
lied the daughter of a rieh city banker. 
. Lady Sara, irho was at her father's house in the ooqatfy, 
when this intelligence arrived, was so incensed, that to show 
her disdain of the apostate lover, she set off the eama eTeninff 
for Scotland with Harry Roos, the grandson of the dukem 
lineotn. They were married, and her ladyship had the 
tnomph of bein^ presented to her majesty the Mane day irith 
tha marchioness of Severn. 

The i^t whirlwind of hev resentment subsided, she began 
vml dismally to repent her union. — She loved captain Roos 
as little as she had loved lord Severn* She had admired the 
rank and gallantry of the one ; and the profound adoration of 
the other nad made a complete friend of her vanity. But 
now, since her revenge was gratified, tbe homage of Harry 
Roos ceasing to excite the envy of her companions iirorn the 
hour in wluch he beccone her husband, she grew weary ^f 
his attentions, and was very happy when the admiralty or- 
dered him to the command of a smp bound to the Mediter- 
ranean. 

The last fervent kiss which he impriated on her lips, as 
they breathed out the cold *' Grood bye; Boos, take oare of 
yoarself 7" seemed to her the seal of freedom ; and she re- 
turned into her dressing-room, not to weepj^bal rejoice in. the 
prospect of a thousand fisstivities axul a thousaot^ lovers. 

Left at an early age wiihoNtt a mother,, and ignorank of the 
dutieaoCa wi&» sV thought that i^^ie kept her husband and 
herself out ^ Doctot-s Coninions, she siiouid do no Itarm by 
amusins herself witli the heart of exec^ ]jft«Athat came ia her 
way. Thus slie hardly moved without a traild of adiairers. 
She had already attracted every one worth the trouble ; and 
had listened to their compliments and insolentpresumptions. 
lill she was nearly tired of both ; when Miss £^;erton relatea 
lo her the counXesa's rencountre with the gallaQt foreigneir.. 

As soon as he« ladyship heard that m was of rsAh* {(or 
Miss Egerton had not been backward to aiRrm the dreams cC 
her own imaginatioD^) she formed an earnest wish to see hi|i> 
mod when,^ to her infinite satis fa otioait he did ipw dww t hitiwiC 
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1a her eyes ke exceeded every thing; ihat had been described;* 
To secure sqch a conquest, she thought would not only raise 
Ae enry of tne womeny but make the men look about tnemto 
discover some novel and more attractive way than tiicy had 
hitherto attempted to portray the extent of their devotion. 

Whilst lady Sara was meditating on her new plans, the 
txHint and lady Tinemouth remained alone. Her ladyship 
talked to him on various subjects ; but he answered ill imon 
4hem aJI, and sometimes Tery wide of the matter. At mst, 
feeling that he 'nrast be bwrtnensomej he arose, and looking 
even peder and more d^ressed than when he entered, wished 
heiva good momine'. u 

" 1 am afnudy Mr. Constantine, that you are unwell?" 

Thaddeus^ like most people who desire to hide what is pa8»- 
ing in their minds, gladly assented to this, as an excuse for a 
taciturnity whkh he- could not yanquish^ 

** Then^** oried her ladyship, ^ I hope yon will favour warn 
with your card, that I may know where to send ?" 

Thaddeus was confounded, and tooked down for a mo- 
ment ; then returning into the room, took up a pen which lay 
on the table, and said, 

'* I will write my address to a place from whence uny of 
your lad3rship'B commands will reach me : but, 1 will do my^ 
self ^e honour to repeat my call very soon^*'- 

*^I shall always be happy to-see you,"' replied the countess, 
while he was writing ; " but, before I engage you in a. promise 
of which you may a|terwards repent,! roust tell you, that 
you will; meet witA dull^ entertainment at my house. I see 
rery little company ; and were.it not- for the- inexhaustible 
spirits of Miss Egerton, I believe ! i^ould become a complete 
misan^rope." 

'^Yonr nouse will be my paradise I" exclaimed the count, 
wlthr aoi eagerness, to the roree of which he did not inune- 
diatelyattend. 

Lady^ Tinemouth smiled. 

•* I must warn you here, too," cried she j " Miss Egerton 
must not be the deUy of^ your paradise. She is already under 
engagements that would* preclude all hope on that head." 

Thaddeus blushed at being mistaken^ and wished to ex- 
plain himself 

<<'You misunderstand me, madam, I am not. insensible to 
beauty ; but, upon my word, at that momene Ihad nothing 
else in my thoughts than gratitude for your Isdyship's kind- 
I'ttiM to nn «b«ohile (Mnuiger.. 
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"That 18 true, Mr. Constantine; you are an absolute 
^trangery if the want of a formal Introduction, and an igno- 
rance of your family, constitute that titlew But your prqtee^ 
tion intioauced you to me ; and there is something in yoxir ap- 
pearance which convmces me, that I may not "be afraid of ad- 
mitting you among the scanty number of my friends.'* 

Thfluideus immediately perceived the delicacy of lady Tine- 
mouth ; who wished to know who he was, yet felt repugnant 
to give him pain by a question so direct that he must answer^ 
As she had proposed it, she left him entirely to his own dis^ 
cretion ; ana he determined, as far as he could, without eX'^ 
posing his real name and circumstances, to satisfy her very 
proper curiosity. 

The countess, whose benerolent heart was deeply inte- 
rested in his favour, observed the changes of his countenance 
wiUi an anxious desire that he would be ingenuous. Her sot 
ticitiide did not arise firom any doubt that she entertained of 
his quality and worth, but she wished to be enabled to reply 
with promptness to the inquisitive people who might see him 
at her house. 

" I hardly know," said Thaddeus, ^ in what words to ex* 
press my sense of your ladyship's generous confidence in. me; 
and that my character is not undeserving of such distinction^ 
time, I trust, will prove." He paused for a moment, and then 
resumed : " Far my rank, lady Tinemouth, it is now of little 
eonae^uence to my comfort ; rather, perhaps, a source of mor- 
tification ; for — " he hesitated, and then proceeded, with a 
fiiint colour tiling his check, " exiles from their country, if 
Uiey would not ooyet mjbsery, must learn to forget ; hence f 
am no other than Mr. Constantine ; though in acknowledg- 
ment of your ladyship's goodness, I deem it only just, that I 
should not conceal my refu quedity from you. 

"My family was the first in Poland. Even in banishmeut, 
the remembrance th^t its virtues were as well known as its 
name, affords some alleviation to the conviction, that when 
my country fell, all my property and aU nr^ kinjdred, ww 
involved in the ruins. Soon, after the drec^l^^ sealing of ita 
Aue, I quitted it ; and by the command of a dymg parent,, 
who expired in my arms, sought a refuge in this island, from 
degradations, which otherwisie, I coiud neither repel nor 
avoid." 

Thaddeus stopped ; and the countess, struck by the erace^ 
ful modesty witn which this simple account was. related, laid 
her hand npoa his. 
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" IVir^Constantine, I am not surprised at any thing 700 have 
said. The melancholy of your air induced me to suspect that 
you were not happy ; and my sole wish, in penetrating your 
rQserYOy was to snow you tnat a -woman can be a stnceM 
friend." 

Tears of gratitude and respect ^listened in the Count's 
eyes. Incapable of making a suitable reply, he pressed her 
hand to his Tips. She rose ; and, Mrilling to relieve a sensi* 
bilitythat dehghted her, added, '*I will not detain you^nger, 
only let me see you soon." 

Thaddeus uttered a few inarticufate words, whose signtfi* 
cancy conveyed nothing, but every thing was declarc«l by 
their coofuaion. The Countess's eloquent smile shovang that 
she comprehended their meaning ; and he left the room. 

Oo his return home, he found genera] Butzou in better 
spirits^ still ponng over kis journal. This paper seemed to be 
the representative of all which had ever been dear to him. He 
dwelt upon it|^ and talked about it,^ with a dO£kting eagerness^ 
bordering on insanity. 

These symptoms increasing from day to day^ gftve hi* 
young friend considerable uneasiness. He listened with pain 
to the fond drecuns which had taken possession of the poor old 
man, who del^hted in sayings that much might yet be done 
in Polandt when he should be recovered, and they enabled to 
return ta Warsaw, and stimulate the people to revolt. 

Thaddeus. at first attempted to prove the emptiness of these 
4Kheme8.; but seeing that contradiction on this nead threw the 
general back into deeper despondency, he thought it better to 
affect (he same sentiments; too well perceiving, that death 
would bOon terminate these yisions witn his life. 

Accordingly^ as ^ as lay in the Count's power, he satis- 
fied aU the fancied wants of his revered frieofi ; who, on every. 
oUier subject was perfectly reasonable ; but at last he became 
so a)»sorbed in this chimerical plot, that even conversatioif, 
and his meals, seemed to oppress him with restraint. 

When Thaddeus, with sorrow, perceived that his company 
was rather uksoiue than a comfort to his friend, he the more 
readilv repeated. Iiis visits to Lady TinemoHtb. She now 
looked (br ni» entrance at Iceist once a day. If ever a morn- 
ing and evening passed away without his appearance,, he was 
.sure of being scolded by Miss Egerton, reproached by the 
Countess, and frowned at by Lady Sara Roos. This lady- 
' now contrived, in defiance of all other enffagements, to drop in 
every n^hi at Lady TinemouthX Her ladyvhip was not 




THA0DEU& OF WARSAW. 15K 

more' surprised at this sudden attachment of Lady Sara to 
her house than pleased with her society, who, she found on 
intimate aoquaintance, oouid lay aside that tissue of affecta* 
tioR and fashion, which she wore in public^ and really become 
a charming woman. 

Though Lady Sara was vain, she had suilicient sense to 
penetrate with tolerable certainty into the characters of her 
acquaintance. Most of the men with Whom she had hitherto 
^associated, having been jumbled together in those larcc as- 
semblies where individuality is obsorbed in the general mass 
of insipidity and ceremony, she ^w that they were frivolous^ 
or at the least warped in taste and principle ; and the fascina* 
tions she used to subdue them, were the best suited to their 
capacity — her beauty, her thoughtlessness, and her caprice. 
But, on the reverse, when she ibrmed the wish to entangle 
such a man as Thaddeus, she soon discovered that to ensiga 
his attention, she must appear in the unaffected graces ot na- 
ture. To this end she took pains to display the loveliness of 
her person in every movement and position ; yet she managed 
the thing with so martificial and frank an air, that she seemed 
the only being present, who wsls unconscious of the versatility 
and power of her charms. She conversed with good sense 
and propriety. In short, she appeared completely different 
from the gay ridiculous creature, whom he had seen some 
weeks berore in the Countess's parlour. 

He now admired both her person and her mind. Her win- 
nine^ softness, the vivacity of^ Miss Elgerton, and the kindness 
of the Countess, Ijeguiled him many an evening from the con^ 
tempiation of melancholy scenes at home. 

One night, it came into the head of Maria Egerton, to ban- 
tar him about his military dress. '* Do for heaven's sake, my 
^ear Don Cluixotte," cried she, " let us see you out of voui 
rusty armour ! I declare I am tired of the sight. Somehow, 
I do think vou would be merrier out of that " customary suit 
of solemn black." 

This demand was not pleasing to the Count ; but he good 
humouredly replied, "I knew not till you were so kind as to 
inform me, that a man's temper depends upon his clothes.** 

"Else, I suppose," cried she, interrupting him, "you 
would have chan^d yours before 7 therefore I expect that you 
will do it as I bid you now, and put on a christian's coat 
against the next time you enter this house. 

Thaddeus was at a loss what to say ; he only bow;edf e^d 
the Counteas and Lady Sara smiled at the non$eh$e. ... 
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When they parted for the night, this portJo'rt of the domWk 
sation passed oft' froni all minds but that of Lady Tinennouthl 
She had considered the subject, but in a different way from 
Maria. Maria supposed that the handsome Constantine wofe 
the dress of his country because it was the most becomingi 
But as such a whim did not correspond wiili the other parts 
of his chamcter, Lady Tincmoutli, in her own mind, attri^ 
butcd this adherence to his national habit, to the right cause. . 

She remarked, tliat whenever she wished him to meet any - 
agreeable people at her house, he always decJined these intro- 
ductions under the plea of hi* dresS) though he never pi-oposed 
to alter iu Thist^onduct, added to his perfect silence on every 
Subject that related to the public amusement about town, led 
her to conclude, that like the banished nobility of France, he 
was encountering the various inconveniences of poverty ma 
foreign land. She hoped he had escapetl its horrors j but she 
could not be certain, for he always shifted the conversation 
When it too closely referred to himself. 

The observation haunted the mind of Lady Tinemonth, ana 
made her anxious to contrire some opportunity in which she 
might have this interesting Cotistantine alone ; and by a pro* 
per management of the discourse, lead to some avowal ot his 
real situation. Hitherto her benevolent intentions had been 
(frustrated by various interruptions at various times. Indeed, 
had she been actuated by mere curiosity, she would long ago 
have resigned the trial as fruitless ; but smcere pity and esteem 
kept her still watchful till the very hour in which her cohsi^ 
derate heart was fuHy satisfied. 

One morninff when she was writing in her cabinet, a servant 
informed her Uiat'Mr. Constantine was below in the parlour. 
Pleased at this circumstance, she took advantage of a sli^t 
cold that afieetsd her, and hoping to be able to draw some* 
thing out o( him in the course of a tete-a-tete, begged that he 
would come up to her room. 

When he entered, he perceived that she looked sadder than 
iisual. He sat down by her and expressed his concern at her 
indisposition. She signed heavily, out remained silenU Hor 
thoughts were too much occupied with her benevolent plan to 
decide exactly what to answer. She had determined, in her 
reflections, to ^ive him a cursory idea of her o\vn unhappi* 
ness ; and thus, by her confidence attract his. 

"I hope Miss Egerton is well?** inquired Thaddeus. 

** Very well, Mr. Constantine. A heart at ease almostever 
keeps the body in health. May she long continue as happy 
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«»At thii peciod, BJhd nerv know the diMippoiiitinnii 9ihu 
fiiendfl. 

He iooktd ai tlM Co«nteis» 

''It is trae, my dear sir," continued she. "^It is hardly 
probable that the mere effect df thirty-ilye years coald hare 
made the inroads on my person which you see ; but sorrow 
has done it ; and, with all the comforts that you lee around 
me, I am miserable. I have no joy independent of the few 
friends which heaven has preserved to me ; and yet,** added 
she, *'I have another anxiety united wiUi that of which I 
tDomplain : some of my friends, who afford me the consolation 
I mention, denj me the only return in my power, the office of 
Glaring in then* gri^s. 

Thaddeus felt the ejq>ressionof her ladyship's eye, and the 
tenderness of her voice, as she uttered these words. He felt 
to whom the kind reproach was directed, and he looked down 
confused and oppressed. The Countess resumed, 

" I cannot deny what your cmmtenanoe declares ; you think 
kn^JDtan you. I do, Mr. Constantinej I have marked your 
tnelancholy : I have weighed other drcumstances, and 1 am 
'sure that you have many things to struggle with besides those 
-l^grets which must ever hang about Uie bosom of a brave 
Inan. Forgive me, if I give youjpain, (added she, observing 
his heightening colour,) 1 sp^ik from a reAl esteem — I speak 
to you as I would to my own son, were he in your situation.** 

•* My dearest Madam," cried the Count, overcome by her 
benevolence ; ** You have judged right ; I have many tnings 
to strugHe i^ith ; I have a sick friend at home,' whom misfbr- 
lone hatn nearly bereft of reason ; and whose wants are now 
so complicated and expensive, that never till now did I know 
die complete desolation of a man, without a country or a pro- 
fession. For myself^ Lady Tinemouth, adversity has few 
panss; but for my friend, for an old man, whose deranged 
faculties have forgotten die change in my aflhirs ; who hangs 
vo me for support and comfort : it is this that must aocoimt 
to^our ladyship for those inconsistencies in my manner wM 
spirits, whidi are so frequently the subjects of MissEgertonPs 
raillery.'* 

Thaddeus, in the course of this short and rapid narrative, 
gradually lowered the tone of his voice; and, at the closer 
covered nis face with his hand. He had never before confided 
the history of his embarrassments to any creature ; and ha 
felt, notwithstanding it had almost been petitioned fWMn hiiB, 
that he had eommittod an outrage on the firmness of his eha« 

14 
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mides. 
Lady Tinemouth considered a few minuter, and then ad- 

% drefidea hbm 

*' i should ill repay this generous con^encei my young 

•friend, if I were to hesitate a moment in forming some plan 

that may prove of service to you. You have told me no 

•.moFe^ dear Mr. Constantinci than what I had already suspecl*- 
«d. And I had something in view." — Here the Countess 

: sto^{»ed, expecting that her auditor would interrupt her. He 

.remained silent^ and she proceeded, " You spoke of a profes* 

• sion, of ^n employment ?" 

" Yes, madam,'* replied he, taking his hand from his eyes ; 
** I should be glad to engage in any profession or employment 

^that you would recommend." 

- '* I have little interest,*' answered her ladyship, ** with 
people in power, therefore I capnot propose any thmg which 
wiii in anjy way suit with your rank { but the employment I 
have -in view, several of the^most illustrious French nobility 

•have not blushed to 6xecute»?' 

** Do not fear to mention it to me,'* cried the Count, per^ 
toeivlng her reluctance i " I would attempt any thing that is 
not dishonourable to render service to my poor friend.'* 

" Weil then, you would have no objection to teach lan- 
guages ?" 

Tnaddeus immediately answered, *' None in the world." 
" Then," replied- her ladyship, greatly relieved by the 

. manner in which he had received her proposal ; ** I will now 
leH you, that about a week ago, I paid a visit to Lady Dun* 

.das, the widow of Sir Hector Dundas, the rich East India 

■ Director. While I was there, I heard her talking with her 
two daughters, about finding them a proper master to teac^ 
4hem German. That language ha&J3ecome a very fashiona- 
ble accomplishment among^ literary ladies ; and Miss Dundas 
being a member ;0f the Bluo-stocking Club, you instantly 
Aashed across my mind, Lady Dundas was making a thou- 

, mad objections against the vulgaiity of various teachers whom 
the young ladies proposed ; and I, deeming it a favourable 

.«pportuaiiy, told her ladyship, tliat if she could wait a few 

.days, I would sound a friend of mine, who I knew, if he would 
«oade3cend to take the trouble, would be the most eligible 
person imaginable. Lady Dundas and the girls gladly left ii 

. to me, and 1 now propose it to you." 

.. .'*And 3>" he replied, "with thanks, accept the task,'' 
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" Then I wUl anwig^e every thing,** returned l>er M^riilp, 
** md send you the results." 

After half an hour's farther oonyersation^ Lady Thiemoirth 
became more impressed witli the unsophisticated delicacy and 
dignity of the pount's mind. And he, more ^tefol than ut- 
terance could declare, left his respects fat Mias Egerton,^ and 
took hia leave. 



CHAPTER XV,. 

Thb next nwrning, whilst Thaddeus wsus vainly explaining 
to his poor old friend^ that he no longer possessed a regiment 
of horse that he could order out to try the success of somo 
mamoenvres which he had been devising, little Nanny brought a 
letter from the coffee house, to. which he had given Lady Tine^ 
mouth the direction. He opened it and found these contents t 

** My dear sir: Soanjdouswas I to terminate the affair 
with Lady Dundas, that I went to her house last ni|:ht. I 
a0irmed it was a gni*eat obligation, that you would undertake 
the trouble to teacn her daughters ; and I insist, that you do 
not, hy any romantic ideas of candour, invalidate what I have 
said ; I know the world too well not to be convinced of the 
tmth of Drs Groldsmith's maxim, * if you be poor^ do not aeein 
oopr^ if you would avoid intuitu eu well cu suffering^ 

" I told Mi^s Dundas, that you had undertaken the ta^k 
solely^al my persuasion : therefore, I could not propose other 
terms than a g;uinea for each two lessons that she and her sis^ 
ter would receive. They are rich enough for any expense j 
aod they made no objections to my demand, besides presem- 
ing th^.^eAclosed by way of entranoe moneys Thus, I have 
wUHeatiU preliminaries, and you are to eoAimenco your fe'st 
JessoA ofi Monday, at two o'clock ; but before then pray let me- 
see you. Csgnnot you dine with us on Sunday ? I informed * 
Miss E)gerton of eia mueh of the af&tir as I thought necessary- - 
to account for your new occupation. In short, good girl as she 
19, 1 thought it most prudent to set her and Lady Sara on tho ' 
none scent that I have the Dundasses ; therefore, do not be 
queasy on that head.. 

. '/.pome to-morrow, if not before, and you will give real 
pl^easure to your sincere friend, Adei^iza Tin£iiovth.. * 

.(^^ftturday morning, Grosyenor place." 
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Tnfy fraleAd to die actiTe friendship of the CounleBs, aAd 
looking at the general, who appeared perfectly happy in the 
prosecution of his wild schemes, Thaddeus exclaimed to hini- 
selfy ** By this means I shall have it in my pN>wer to procure 
all the assistance your melancholy state requires." 

On opening the enclosed which her ladyship mentioned, he 
found it to be a bank note for ten pounds. He felt nncom- 
fortable, both at the present, and its amount : not having done 
any service to earn it, he regarded the money more as a gift 
than as a bond of engagement. However he found that these 
feelings, with many oUier painful repugnances, must at this 
moment be laid aside ; ana without farther self torment, he 
consigned the money to the use for which he was aware the 
Countess had intended it, namely, to provide himself with an 
English dress. 

During these various reflections, he did not leave Lady 
Tinemouth's letter unanswered. He thanked her sincerely 
for her zeal, and declined dining with her next day, on ac- 
count o( leaving his poor friend so long alone ^ but promised 
to oorae in the evening, when he should be retired to rest. 

This excuse was felt by none more than Lady 8ara Roos j 
who^ havine heard from Lady Tinemouth on Saturday mom* 
ing, tJiat she expected the company of Mr. Constantino to 
dine on Sunday, had invited herself to be one of the party« 
She had now seen him constantly for near a month, and to 
h^ amazement found, that in seeking to entrap him, she had 
only ensnared herselC Every word ne uttered, penetrated to 
her heart: every glance of his eyes shook her frame like eleco 
tricity. She hsid now no necessity to affect softness ; a young 
and mducing passion, imparted to her voice and countenance, 
all its bewitchmg pathos. 

Thaddeus was not insensible to the enchtintment which 
this intoxicating power threw around her, but it did not rea(^ 
as far as she intended. He felt she was a lovely woman, who 
might have afieeted his senses, had she been free, and hia 
heart been as in happier days. He knew that she was a mar^ 
ried wcanan ; and as he believed her to be a virtuous one, he 
could not credit the evidence of his feelings, which would have 
often whispered to him the language which her ladyship 
wished to convey. 

When Lady Tinemouth mentioned to Lady Sara andMiaa 
EgertoiL the great favour'she had conferred on the Miss Dim* 
daises, oy prevailing on Mr. Constantine to undertake tha 
Uuk of teaching ttem German, Lady Sara could haidlj 



TflfAdOfitTB &r WAftSAm lot 

iMeeal lief vejeaciom She was fiuigry at the Coulit Ibr hi» 
fcqttie^ceitce, and hated Lady Tinemouth for luLving made 
tile proposal. 

Miss Egeftoit likii^ed at the scrape inta-which Ladv Tine- 
lOcrath hM brought his good nature ; and declared that she 
iroald tell him hext day at dinner, wliat a mulish pair of 
tiisses he had presumed to manage. 

It was the youngest of those misses, that ejtcited Lady 
Sara's displeasure* E#upfaemia Dundas was pretty i she had 
^ large ibrtune at her diisposal ; and what might not such 
mited" temptations efTect on the mind of her favorite ? Tom 
with jealousy, she caught at the mention of his coming to din* 
9er on the morrow ; and olTering to be one of the party, re- 
solved to put on all her charms, that the might make one more 
•ssay on the hitherto insensible soul of Thaddeus, before she 
fceh^chhtm enter seene» so likely to. extinguish her hopes. 
Hopes of what 7 she never allowed herself to inquire. She 
ftnew^ that she- never had loved^ her husband,, that she now 
lated him,, and was devoted to another. To be- assured of a 
reeiprocat passion iir that other, shff believed was the extent 
«f her wish. Thinking that she held her hnsbond^s honour safe 
4s her life, she determined to do what she liked with her 
fteart. Her former admirers were now neglected : and to the 
^^tonishnient and admiration of the graver part of her ae* 
guat&itenoe she relinquished edi those dissipated assemblies 
Mi which she had so recently been the bri^test attraction, 
and secluded herself whole evenings by the domestic fireside 
df the Countess of Tinemouth. 

Thus, whilst the world were admiring a conduct which 
A^y- supposed would^give blasting ha{>pine88 to hersdf and 
htr hnmnd, she wa».cberi^ing a passioa in her bosom that 
mifht prove the destruction of both. 

On Sunday evening, the Count Sobieski entered Lady 
Tinemoutfa's drawing room, j<ist as Miss Egerton had seated 
herself before the tea equipage. At sight of him she nodded 
her head, and called him to sit by her. Lady Tinemouth re« 
mmed the grateful pressure of his hand^ Lady Sara received 
him with a palpitating heart ;.and stooped her head to remove 
•omeUiino^ that teemeS to incommode her foot ; but this was 
only a femt to hide the blushes that were burning on her 
eheek. No one observed her confusion ; so common is it for 
ttKMe who are the constant witnesses of our options, to be the 
Qipst ignorant of theur expression and tendency* 

TlMuidMM oould not be so completely uniBfiormed^ The 
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frequent HMne of Ker eye^ when it met his ; the iu|M|f mtMMl 
intonation of her Toioe, and eom^titnes the framing of her 
Bpeeeh, often made him shiver. He gladly obeyed a second 
sunHnons from the gay Maria, and drew his ehair close to hers. 

Lady Sara observed his emotion with a jealous pang that 
she could not coAceal ; and puUioig her seat as far on the opr 
posiie side as possibley began in silence to sip her tea. 

^ Ye powers of gallantry !*' suddenly exclaimed Miss £g«r* 
ton, pusliing away the table, and lifting her eye-^lass to her 
eye. ** I declare I have conquered ! look, Ladv Tinemouth i 
look Lady Sara! If Mr. Constantine do not oetter becomer 
this English dress, thaahia Polish horribles, drown me for% 
false prophetess V* 

**You see I have obeyed you> madam," returned ThadU 
deus Ijowing. 

** Ah ! you are in the rifht. Most men do it cheerfully, 
when they know they will gain by the bargain* Now yoa 
took like a Christian; before you always reminded me of 
some stalking hero in tragedv." 

" Yes," cried Lady Sara, rorcing a smile, and ready to weep 
with mortification, '* vcSk and now he ejKhihit9 A striking r^ 
semblance to Geoi'ge fiarnwelt" 

Maria, who did not perceive the anger and sarcasm couclied 
under this remark, good humouredly replied. 

** True, Lady Sara, but I donH care tot his bein^ in black: 
obedience was the thing I wanted, and I h^ve it inhis present 
appearance.*' 

"Pray, Lady Tinemouth,'' asked her ladyship, seeking to 
revenge herself on his alacrity to obey Miss E^rton, the 
eause of which her jealousy misapprehended, "what o'clock 
is it? 1 have promised to be at Lady Sarum's concect by 
nine." 

'^ It is not yet eight,*^ retucned the Coun'ess, " besides this 
is the first time that I have heard of your engsigemenL I had 
hoped your ladyship wouUL have spent all this evening with 
us." 

" No," answered Lady Sara, " I cannot ;" and, ringing the 
bell, she rose. 

« Bless 




not gon 

Lady , , „ ^ -„ -. , _, ^ 

not to near her, and told the servant who opened the door to 
order her carriage. 

Lady Tinemouthy much surprised at, the oddOiSSf of thi» 



MfdftuakMPt, bat far from mwmng th« cajuie» BG<|pMtfdlb« 
tSount to 8e« her ladyship cTown stairs. 
^ "I would rather not,** cried she^ in Mfuick voice, and dart* 
m^ out of the room was followed by Tnaddeus, who got up 
with hisr flyiog feoCateps^ just as she hod reached the street 
do0r«. He nastenedpast her, to assist her into thecairia^ 
and saw by the lieht of the flambeaux her &ce streaming with 
tears. He had a&eady extended his hand as she approachedi 
when her ladyship, secine who he was, instead of accepting, 
struck h down with her left hand, and whilst he stood mo* 
tionless with astonishment| jumped into the carriage, and with 
•a indignant tone ordered, it to drive to Berkley Square. H4 
lemained stupified for a few minutes looking aAer her : then 
returned iatoithe house^ too well able to transWte the meaning 
ff all this petulance. 

When he re-ascended the stairs, Lady Tinemouth expressed 
^er wonder at this whimsical departure of her friend ; but as 
Thaddeus (whose feelings were really disturbed) returned a 
vafue reply, the subject ended. 

Miss Egerton, who hardly thought two minutes on the same 
things sent away the tea-board, and sitting down by the count, 
exclaimed, 

" Mr. ConsUmtine, I hold it right, that no man should bo 
thrown into a den: of wild beasts, without knowing what kind 
of monsters he shall meet there. Hence, as I find that you 
have undertaken the taming of that savage, Lady Dundas, 
and her cubs, I must tell you what they are like. WiU you 
hear me ?^ 

«* Certainly.'* 

** Will you attend to my advice ?" , 

"If I like iL" 

^'Ha!" replied she, returning his smile with ano^er, 
« that ia just such an answer as I would have made myseU^ so 
f won't quarrel with you. Lady Tinemouth, will you allow 
me to draw jour friends' pictures 7" 

"Tes, Maria, provided you doaH make caricatures. Re* 
member your candour is at stake ; to-morrow, Mr. Constan* 
tine will oe abk to judge for himself..^ 

*' And I am sure ne will agree with me. Now Lady Dun^ 
da^ if you please ? I know her ladyship is a great stickler. 
fiv precedence." 

I^v Tinemouth laughed, and intermjxted her. t 

** I dedare, Maria, you are a very daring. ^L Wha( do 
fva not riak by giving way to thia satirical spirit 7" 

^ITobody'f lof« that I value^ Lady Tinemouth : you know 
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that I never daub a fair chara«ten. Mr. Constkntine takei 
~ me on your credit ; and if you mean Charies Montresor, he 
i^ as bad as myself, and dare not for his life have any 
tiualms.** 

" Wd!, well, proceed," cried her ladyship, "I will iiot in«» 
l^rrupt you agaim** 

**Thcn," resinned she, •*! must begin with Lady Dunda8» 
Ii» projjeii historical style, I shall commence with ner birth, 
parentage aitd* education.— First then, myfkther told me that 
lie remembers her the maid of Mrs. Seflon, when her husband 
went out governor of Surat. And soon after their arrivat^ 
this pretty Abigail, by some means cajoled old Hector Dunda& 
(who wais then exercising the same command over some other 
Indian provihce) to marry her. When she came back to. 
Eng^lana, she coaxed, hor foolish husband to appropriate some 
of his iU-gottcn riches to the purchase of a baronetcy. I sup* 
pose the spp^alion'. mvftress put her in mind" of her ci-devant 
servantship ; and in a happy hpur, he complied; and she be- 
came my lady. That ovei^ Sir Hector harf nothing more to 
6io in this world. He was so good- as to think so himself 5 
and, to add to his former obligations, had the civility of walk-.. 
in^ out of it -f for one night, whether h^ had been dreaming 
oThis feats m India, I cannot affirm, but he marched out oC 
his bed-room window and broke his neck*— Ever since that 
fertunal^ eyen^, Lady Dundas has exhibited the finest parties; 
about town. And though she is as vulgar as she is rich,^ 
somehow ev«ry body-goes to see her ; Whether in compliment 
to their own taste, or her silver muslins, I don't know, for 
there are half a dozen titled ladies of her ac<^uaintance, who, 
to my certain knowledge, have not bought a ball dre^. this 
twelve month. Well how do you like Lady Dandas ?»* 

"I do not like your sketch," replied Thaddeus, with il 
secret sigh, that from such a womah, he Was to receive any. 
oblijgattoiit 

"Come, don't sigh about my veracity;" interrupted shLCs 
•• I do assure you, f should have been more correct, had 1 
been more severe : for, she is as ill-natured; as she is vulgar^ 
and as presumpmous as i^orant ; in shortj she is a. fit ino- 
ther for the delectablq Misis Dundas, whose dfescripiion you 
shall have in two quibstions. 'Can voir imagine a pedant, a 
scold, and a coquette, in one woman / If you can, you have a* 
foretaste of Diana Dundas. She is largfe and ugly, and thii^ 
herself delicate and handsome j she is self-willed and i^horant,)^ 
and believes aiheis wise and learned j ,for^ unhappily; '$he 1^ 
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W itogM htftsolf in amon^.the .^/iie Si^kv^t wiyif to Bttn 
i]|} tuL she is the most malicious creature breathing.^' 

" My dear Maria," cried Lady Tinemoutii. layinr heaA * 
hand on her arm, and alarmed at the etfecLher hi^ coloring 
might have on Thaddeus : *' for heaven's sake, be tempanie ( 
I never heard you so luioeeomingly harsh in my liiEa.^ 

Miss EgertoR peeped archly in her face. 

" Are you serious, Lady Tiiiemouth ? You know I would 
not look unbecoming in your eyes. — Come, shake hands with 
roe, and I will be more n^erdful to the gentle Eophemia, for I 
intend that Mr. Constantine shall be her lover. WonU you?** 
cried she, resigning her ladyship's hand. Thaddeus shook 
his head. '^ I don't understand your Lord Burleif^ nods ; an- 
swer me in words, when I have finished ; fi>r I am sure you ^ 
will immediately unclasp your heart to receive the sweet ^ 
creature. She is so tiny, and so pretty, that I never see her 
without thinking of some gay little trinket, all over piectons * 
stones. Her eyes are two diamond sparks melted into* a 
lustre ; and her teeth, seed pearl, lying between rubies. Stt- 
much for the casket ; but for the quality of the jewel within, * 
Heave you to make the discovery." 

Miss Ggerton, having run herself out of breath, suddenly 
stopped. Thaddeus, seeing that he was called on to say some*^ 
thin^, made an answer that only drew upon him a new voUey.* 
of raillery ; which she continued with very little interruption^ 
till the party separated for the nijg^t. 

. Now that the count thought himself secure of the means of 
payment, he sent the next cbiy to consult a physician respect- •' 
ing the Situation of the eeneraL When Dr. Cavendish had 
seen and conversed with ue venerable Butzou, he gave.it as 
^ opinion, that the malady had originated in grie£ 

** lean too well suppose that," replied Thaddeus. 

"Then," rejoined tne physician, ''I fear, sir, that unless I 
know somethutg of its nature, my visits will prove almost 
useless." 

The Count remained silent. The doctor resumed— 

** I shall be grieved if his sorrows be of a oonu>lexion so 
secret as not to be trusted to a man of honour; for in thesa 
easesy without we have. some knowledge of the i^rings of the 
WKfi^nmn, we loss much time, and perhaps entirely foil in 
•ffecting a cure. Our discipline is addressed both to the body 
and jnind of the patient" 

Thaddeus perceived the necessity of oompUanee, and did so 
wiUMBt any further hesitatiooA 
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^Th« oalamities, sir,' which have occasioned the derange-' 
ment of my friend, need not be a secret ; too many have shared 
them with him s his sorrows have been public ones.. You 
must learn by nis language, Dr, Cayendish, that he n a 
foreigner and a soldier ; he held the rank of general in the 
king of Poland's service. Since the period in which his coun- 
try fell, and he followed me to England, his wandering senses 
hftTe approximated to what you see." 

Dr. Cavendish paused for a moment, before he answered ' 
the Count; then fixing his eyes on the veteran, who was 
sitting at the other end of the room, busily forming the model ' 
of a fortified town, he said — 

" All we can do, at present, sir, is to permit him to follow 
his schemes without contradiction, meanwhile strengthening ' 
the system with appropriate medicines, and hilling its irrita- 
tion b^ eentle dpiates* We must proceed caUtiot^slyj and I ' 
trust m heaven, that success will crown us at last.'* 

When the doetor had written his prescription, and WTid* 
preparing to go^ Thaddeus offered him his foe ; but the geod 
Cavendidi taking the hand that presented it, and closing it on , 
the guinea, " No, my dear sir, said he, " real patriotism is ' 
too much the idol of my heart, to allow me to receive pay- 
ment when I behold her face. Suffer me, Mr. ConsCantine, to ' 
visit you and your brave friend as a friend, or I never come 
again." 

" Sir, this generous conduct to strangers — " 

" Generous to myself, Mr. Constantine, not to strangers ; 
I cannot eonsider you as sueh ; for men who devote them- 
selves to their country must find a brother in>very honest 
breast, i will not hear of our meeting on any other terms." 

Thaddeus could not immediately form a reply adequate to 
the sentiment which the generosity and philanthropy of the 
doctor had awakened. Whilst he stood incapable of speaking, 
Cavendish, with one glance of his penetrating eye, decy- 
phered his countenance ; and giving him a friendly shake by 
the hand, disappeared. 

The count now took up his hat ; cmd musing all the way as 
he went on the unexpected scenes we meet in life ^ disappoint- 
ment where he expected kindness, and friendship where no 
hope eoukS arise ; he arrived at the door of Lady Dundas, i|i 
Harley streeL 

He was immediately let in, and with much ceremony urii«red 
into a splendid library, where he remained in expectation of 
the ftrrir^.of his pupils. Before they entered, they ftUowed 
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km fraiBeient time to examine its costly furniture i its glkter- 
in^-'book cases, bird ca^es,. globes, and reading Btandfl» all 
.thtning w^th burnished gilding ; its plaster casts of the nine 
"muses, which stood in nine recesses aoout the room, draperied 
with blue net, looped up with artificial roses ; and on each 
side of a fine cut steel Rumford stove, were placed, on sandal 
wood pedestals, two five feet statues of Ap<Hlo and Minerva. 

Thaddeus had twice walked round these fopperies of leam- 
ing^ when Ihe. door opened, and Lady Dunoas^ dressed in « 
ttiorning wrapper made of Indian shawls, swam into the apart^ 
taent. She neither bowed nor curtsied to the Count, who was 
standinjg: when she entered, but looking at him from head to 
foot, sara, as she passed, *'So you are come ;" and ringing the 
bell, called to the servant, in no very soft tones : " Tell Miss 
Dundas, the person that lady Tinemouth spoke of is here.** 
Her ladyship then sat down close to the fire, in one of the 
little gilded chairs, leaving Thaddeus still standing on the spot 
vrhete he had bowed at her entrance. 

'*^ou may sit down^" cried she, not deigning to look at him^ 
•fid stirring the fire; '*for my daughter may hot choose to 
eome this half hour." 

"I prefer standing," replied the Count, who could have 
laughed at the accuracy of Miss E^erton's picture, had he 
not prognosticated many disagreeables to himself, from the 
ill manners of; which this was a specimen. 

Lady Dundas took no farther notice of him* burning 
from hier bloated countenance, (which pride, as well as high- 
eating, liad swoln from prettiness into deformity,) he walked 
to a window, and stationed himself there, loolung into the 
•treet, till tlie door was again opened, and two laSies made 
their aj^i»earance. 

*'Mis8 Dundas," cried her ladyship, ''here is tlie young 
floan who is to teach you German." 

Thaddeus bowed, the younger of the ladies curtsied ; and 
#0 did the other ; not forgetting to accompany such condescen- 
sion with a toss of the head, uiat the effect of undue humility 
murht be done away. 

Whilst a servant was setting chairs round the table, on 
which was painted the judgment of Hercules, Lady DundM 
tigaia opened her lips. 

** Pray, Mr. Thingumbob, have you brought any gramman, 
and primers, and dictionaries, and syntaxes with you?" 

Before be had time to answer her ladyship in the negative^ 
Dundas, with a frown, intemiptea her mother. 
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* t -wish^ MiEulaittrron iptmld leate the anttsMMliC of ttjr 
kucto V> niyselC Does yotir ladyship thiiA uat irs wmm 
leartt out of aiiy book which has been toudiad bji othsi* |M^ 
pie ? Thomas," cried she to a senrant^ ^ eend Stevens mre*^ 

Thaddeus eilently contemplated this etrange motiier arid 
daughter, whilst the pretty Euphemia paid the same eomf)^- 
•trient to hnik During his stay he only rentufed Vo look onlie 
'at her syfphid figare. There" was an nm-eceding aomethins^ 
in her hquid blue eyes when he chanced to meet them, tllai 
'displeased him ; ana he saw% that from the instant she entered 
the room, she had never ceased starin£^ in his face. 

He was a little relieved by the maid's putting the bookv oil 
the table : and Miss Dundas, taking a seat, desired him to 
sit down by her and arrange the lessons. Lady Dondfts mfA 
drawine to the other side of the Count, when EuphemiiL 
Btxddenly whisking round, pushed before her mother, ana 
actually elbowed her out, with this exclamation — 

"Dear Mamma! you don't want to learnt'' ahd ski 
squeezed herself upon the edge of her mother's chair, Vho^ 
"^ry angrily gettmg up, declared that rudeness to a pareiA 
was, intolerable from such well-bred young women, and left 
the room. ' 

Euphemia blushed at tins reproof more than at her oonduet $ 
tod Miss 'Dimdas added to her confusiok), by giving her A. 
second reprimand. Thaddeus, who pitied the evident embai^ 
rassment of the fittle beauty, to relieve her, presented to her 
1^ pajg;e in the €lerman grammar with which they were tt> 
begiTL' This had the desired effect, and for an hour and a half 
iiikV prosecuted their studies with close attention^ 

Whilst the Count continued his directions to her nster, and 
then turned his address to herself, Miss Euphemia, whody 
tmse^n'by him, with a bent head, was affecting to hear him, 
though at the same time she looked obliouely through httr 
thick ilaxen ringlets ,* and gazing with wonder and admn*atioli 
'Onhis^ce, as it indined towarcb her, said to heraelf, '^if this 
'tttan were a ^ntleman, I should consider him the most ehansi- 
ing cyature m the world." 

. "'n'Hl your task be too long. Madam?" mqmred lliaddeus; 
'*wiH it give you any inconvenience to remember t" 

** To remember what ?" asked she; for in truth she had nn- 
'ther seen what he had been pointing at, nor heard what he 
had said about it. 
* '^Tfae lesson. Madam, that I have been propOBing.*^ 

"Show it to meiigain/aiid then I shall he a beCCefjvd^* 
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fie did as he was desired ; and was Caking hk kave, witeli 
•he called after him : 

"Pray, Mr. Constantine, come to-morrow at two, I want 
you particfllarly.*' The Count bowed and withdrew. 

"And what do you want of him to-morrow, child?" asked 
Miss Dundas, " you are not accustomed to be so fond of im^ 
provement;*' 

Euphemia knew very well what she "yvta accustomed to be 
Ibnd of; but not choosing to let her sister into her predileetion 
for the contemplation of superior beauty, slie answered ; "Yon 
know^ Diana, that you often reproach rae for my absuitl 
devotion to novel reading, and my repugnance to graver books; 
now I want to be, like you, a woman of gi*eat erudition ; 
and, for that purpose, I will study day and nieht at the Qei*- 
man, till I can read all the philot>ophcrs, and be a fit compa- 
nion for my sister." 

This speech from Euphemia, (who had alwnjrs been sft 
declared an enemy to pedantry, as to affirm that she merely 
earned German because it was the fashion,) would have 
awakened Miss Dundas to some suspicion of a covert desfgvf, 
had she not been in the habit of taking down such large 
draughts of adulation, that where herself was the subject of 
encomium, she gave it full confidence. Euphemia, who seldom 
administered these doses but to serve particular views, seeing, 
in the present case, that a little flattery wcus necessary, felt no 
compunction in sacrificing sincerity to the gratification of 
caprice. "Weak of understanding, she had fed on the works 
of imagination till her mind loathed all other kind of food. 
Not content with devouring the elegant pages of Burney, 
Smith, and Gunning, she had flown, with voracious appetite, 
to sate herself on 3ie "garbage" of any circiilating hbrary 
that fell in her way. 

The effects of such a taste were soon exhibited in her mar*. 
ners. Being very pretty, she became very sentimental. Shft 
dressed like a wood nymph ; and talked as if her soul were 
made up of love and sorrow ; though neither of thtfse emo- 
tional she knew by experience ; nevertheless, she 'WnR ^vet 
the victim of some ill-fated passion, fancying hers^, atdilSl^fi- 
ent periods, in love with all the fine beaux about town. ' 

By this management, she kept faithful to he!^ favofitft prin* 
'dple, that " love was a want of^her soul V As it was tlie rulb 
or her life, it ever trembled on her tongue ; everintrodoeMl 
iiit confession of any new attaclonent, (Whii^ i3uKiaIly haa^ 
pened three times a year.) to her dear fHend, MitfrAmtisim 
15 
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IlotltM* Fortunately for the longevity of their mutual ^jand* 
ship, owing to the compulsion ofan old uncle, this young lady 
Uved in an ancient house, forty miles to the north of London. 
This last curcunuSK^ance proved a pretty distress for their pens 
to descant on ; and.Araoella remained a most charming senti- 
mental writing fl|Cock) to receive the catalogue of A^Tiss Euph^ 
mia's lovers : mdeed, that gentle creature mi^ht have matched- 
etery Udy iA Cowley's Calender with a gentleman. Every 
throo of her heart coulcl have acknowledged a different mas- 
ter. First, the fashionable sloven, Au^stus Somers, lounged 
»nd sauntered himself ihio her good graces ; but his dishevelled 
Mir, soiled lin^i, and dirty great coat^ not exactly meeting 
Her ideas of an eleigaht lover^ she gave him up at the end of 
Ane weeks. The neitt object that her eyes fell on, as the 
jnost opi^osite to her former lancy, was the charming Marquis 
of Invetary. But here all her arrows failed, for she never 
eould extract more than a howtCytdo? from him, throug;h the 
long lapse of four months ; during which time she continued 
as constant to his fine figure, and her own folly, as could hive 
fallen to the lot of any poor despairing damsel. However, 
my lord was so cruel, so perfidious, as to allow sever^ oppor> 
iuaitiies to pass, in which he might Wve declared his passion; 
and she told Arabella, in di letter of six sheets, that she 
would bear it lio lohger. 

She put this wise resolution in practice^ and had already 
)played the same ^ame with hedf a score^ (the last of whom 
was a young baronet, who, having just skated himself into 
her hearty she was forming daily parties to see oh the Serpen?- 
line,) when Thaddeus made his appearance before her. 
.^ The moment she fixed her eyes on him, her inflammable 
ima^nation »^as qet in a blaze. She forgot his apparent sub^ 
ordinate quality in the nobleness ttf his figiire ; and onc^ ot 
^wioe that evemng, whilst she Vas flitting about the sparkling 
.cynosure of the dutchess of Orkiiey's masquerade, her thoughts 
liovered over .the handsome foreigner. 

.. She viewsd the subject first one way apd then another, and 
in her ever varying mind he was " every tning by turns, and 
nothing long ;" but at length she argu^ herself into a belief 
that he must be a man of rank from some of the German 
courts, who having seen her somewhere, unknown to herself, 
had filllen in love ;- and persuaded lady Tinemouth to intro- 
jdiice him as a language master to her fiimily, that he might be 
jsnabled to appf^eoiate properly the disinterestedness of her 
JiwpoaittoiK 
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Thia wild idea haying* once gotten into her heftd, reoerred 

instant credence. She resolved, without seeming to suspect 
it, to treat him as his quality deserved, and to deliver senti* 
ments in his hearing that should charm himnrith her generosity 
and delicacy. 

With these chiifieras floating i& her brain, she returned 
home, went to bed, and chreamed that Mr. ConstaAtii^ had 
turned out to be Montieur ; had offered her hi9 hajad ; and 
that she was conducted to the altar by a Uiain of princes aiujt 
princesses, his brothers and sisters. 

She awoka the nextmAvning from these deliriums in ecstacy, 
deemine them prophetic; and takine up her book, beean^ 
with a fluttering attention, to scan the lesiyons ^hiish Thaddeu^ 
had desired her to leam^ 



CHAPTER XTI* 

The foUowihg day at noon, as the Couni Sohieski walk 
crossing over Cavendish square, to keep his appointment in 
Harley-street, he was met by lady Sara Rooa. She had spo- 
ken with the Misses Dundas the night before, at the masqu»> 
rade, where she discovered the pretty Euphemia throueh the 
dress of Eloisa ; and her jealous and incensed heart coiud not 
witbstaiid the temptation of hinting at the captivating Abe- 
hurd she had elected to direct her studies. Her ladyship soon 
penetrated into the situation of Eiiphemia's heated fancy, 
and drew from her, without betraying herself, that she expected 
to see Ker master the friliowing day. Lady Sara, stu]»g \» the 
soul, immediately quitted the roomf ana in a paroxysm of 
disappointment, determined to throw herself i]}Lhiaw90|r> ^^ 
Went to their house. 

With this hope she had already been traversing the square 
upwards of an nour, when her anxious eye at last caught a 
Tiew of his figure, proceeding along Margaret-streeU Hardly 
able to support her tottering 'frarpe, shaken as it was witn 
many eontendittg emotions, she aeeo^ed him first ; for he was 
passing straiglit onwards, without looking to the right or the 
left. On seeing her ladyship, he stopped and expressed his 
pleasure at their meeting. 

''If you really ar^ pleased to meet me," said she, forcing a 
smile, " take a turn with me round the square ; I want tp 
•peak with you." 
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' Tiriufdeus Ijoved, and her ladyship put her arm throufiih 
hb ; trat remained silent for a few minutes, in evident contu* 
flion. The count recollected that it must now be quite two. 
Ho felt the awkwardness of making the Misses Dundas wait ; 
and, notwithstanding his reluctance to appear impatient with 
ladv Sara, he found Tiimself obliged to sa^^: 

''I atn sorry that I must urge your ladyship to honour me 
with your commands, for it is already past the time when I 
ouglit to have been with the JVIisses Duudaa^" 

" Yes,'* cried lady Sara, angrily, "Miss Cuphemia told me 
as tnuoh ; but, Mr. Constaniine, as a friend, I must warn you 
against her arts, as well as those of another lady, who would 
do w«Il to correct the boldness of her manner." 

'*Who do you mean, Madam!" interrogated Thaddeus^ 
surprised at her warmtli, and totally at a loss to conjecture to 
whom she alluded. 

" A little reflection would answer you," returned she, wish- 
ing to retreat from an explanation; yet stimulated by her 
double jealousy to proceedfi "She may be a good girl, Mr. 
Consiantine j And I dare say she is ; but a woman that has 
fromised her hand to another, ought not to flirt with you* 
What business had Miss £Igerton to command you to wear an 
finghsh dress? But she must now see the danger of her 
conduct by your having^ presumed to obey her." 

"Lady Sara," exclaimed the Count, much hurt at this 
speech, ** I hardly understand you ; yet T believe I may ven- 
ture to alHrm, that in all you have just said you are mistaken. 
Who can witness the general frankness of Miss Egerton, or 
listen to the candid manner in which she avows her attach- 
ment to Mr. Montresor, and conceive that she possesses any 
thoughts that would not do her honour to reveal ! And for my- 
ielf," added he, " I trust the least of ray faults is presumption. 
It never was my character to presume on any lady's oondes- 
oenston ; and if dressing aa she desired be deemed an instance 
of that kind, I can declare u|x>n my word that had I not felt 
other motives besides her raillery, my appearance should not 
have suffered any change.** 

** Are you sincere, Mr. Constantine ?" cried L«ady Sara, now 
smiling with pleasure. "Indeed I am; and happy if my 
e:(planations have met with your ladyship's approbation.'' 

"Mr. Constarlline," i^sumed.she, "I have no motive but 
one in my discourse with you — friendship j" and casting her 
eyes down, she sijghed profoundly. 
** Your ladyship dpes me honour," 
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"I would have you regard me with the confidence that you 
pay l^y Tinemouth« My father possesses the first patrcm- 
age in this country ; therefore I have it a thousand times moi'e 
in my power than she has to render you a service.*' 

Here her ladyship overshot herself; she had not calculated 
well, on the nfitureof the mind that she wished to ensnare. 

"I amgra^ful to yov»r generosity,*' replied Thaddeus, "but 
on this head I must decline your kind omces. Whilst I con- 
nder myself the subject of one king, though he be in a prison, 
I will not aceeptofany employment under another th^t is 
in adiiance n^tb his enemies.*' 

Lady Sara discovered lier error the moment he had made 
his aiMfWer ; and^ in a. disappointed tone, explaimed i 

*^ Th^n you despise my friendship !*' 

"No, Liady Sara, it is an honour far beyond' mr merits; 
and my gratitude to Lady Tinemouth must be doubled, when 
I recollect that I must possess it through her means.^ 

"Well," cried her ladyship, "have thai as you will ; but I 
expect as a n)ecimen of your confidence in me, that you will 
be wary of Euphemia Dundas. I know that she is artful and 
vain ; and finds her amusement in attracting the affections of 
different men ; and then, notwithstanding her affected sensi- 
bility, she tum3 them into a^ subject for laughter.** 

"1 thank your l^tdyship,** replied the count; but in this 
respect I think I am safe, ooth from the lady and myself." 

"Howl** asked Lady Sara, rather too eagerly, "is your 
heart !"-r-She paused and looked down, 

"No, Madam,** replied he, sighing as.deeplyas herself, but 
withvhirthoughts far from her and tjle object of their discourse, 
**•! have no portion of my heart to give to love. Besiides, the 
aualit;^ in which I appear at l^adyDunjla^'s,^ would* preclude 
Uie vainest man alive froaoLSupppgjVig that such behaviour in 
any one to him could be possible : therefore, I am safe ; thougn 
^apkmHKledge my oblis^ion to your lady ship*s caution.** 

iiO^ $ara. wa^ satisned with the nrst nart of this answer. 
It declared* his heart unoccupied ; and as lie liad admitted her 
prQ^essf^ friendship, she doubted not, but that when assisted 
by more frequent displays of her fascinations, she could destroy 
his lambent nature, and in the end light up in his bosom a 
similar fire to that which consumed her own. 

The almost unconscious object of aj], these desires, began 

internally to accuse his vanity of bei»g,loo fcincifvl in the for- 

tf>ation, of sus^Mcions, which, or\ a former occasion, he had 

L* !:i ved himself forced to receive ; and, \)lushing at a quick- 

1^5* 
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, aefiA of perception that his contrition denominated a ireak- 
ness, he founa himself at the bottom of Harley-strcct. 

X^ady Sara called her senrant to walk nearer to her; and, 
telling Thaddeus she should expect to meet him the next 
evening at Lady Tinemouth's, wished him a good morning. 

He was certam that he must hare staid at least half an hour 
beyond the time when he had promised to be with the sisters. 
Anticipating rery haughty looks, and perha{)S a reprimand, 
he knocked at the door, and was again shown into the library. 
Miss Euphemia was sitting alone. 

The count offered some mdistinct excuse for haying made 
her wait ; but Euphemia, with a good humoured, cuacrity, 
interrupted him : 

" O pray don't mind ; you have made nobody wait but me, 
and I can easily forgive it : for mamma and my sister chose 
to go out at one, it being May-day, to see the chimney sweep- 
ers dine at Mrs. Montague's. They did as they liked, and I 
preferred staying at home to repeat my lesson. 

Thaddeus thanked her for her indulgence ; sat down, and 
taking the book, began to question her. Not one word could 
she recollect. She smiled. 

" I am afraid. Madam, you have never thought of it since 
yesterday morning ! " -^ ' 

"Indeed I have tJiought of nothing else: you must forgive 
me : I am very stupid, Mr. Constantine, at learning languages, 
.. andGrermanjs so harsh at least to my ears! Cannot you teadi 
me any other thing? I should like to learn of you above all 
things ; but do think of something else besides this odious jar-> 
gon I Uannot you teach me how to read poetry elegantly ? 
Shakespeare, fcr instance ; I doat upon Shakespeare!" 

" That would be strange presumption in a foreigner." 

" No presumption in the least,*' cried she ; " if you can do it^ 
pray begin t There is Romeo and JuKet.** 

Thaddeus pudied away the book with a smile. 

''I cannot do it. I understand him with as much ease aa 
you, Madam, will soon do German, if you apply! but I ca»- 
not pretend to read him aloud." 

"Dear me, how vexatious ! But I must hear you read some- 
thing. Do lake up that Werter : My sister got it from the 
Prussian embassador ; and he tells me it is sweetest in its own 
. language." 

The Count opened the book. '^ But you will not under* 
stand a word of it." 

" I don't care for that ; I have it by heart in EngUth, and 
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if voo win Qolj read hia last letter to Chorlottei I kno^ I can 
foUow you in my own mind." 

To pleaae this whimsical little creature, Thaddeus turned 
to the letter, and read it forward with a pathos that was nar 
tural to his voice and character. When he came to an enii^ 
and closed the volume, the cadence of his tones, and the lady's 
memory, did ample justice to her sensibility. — She looked up, 
and smiting through her watery eyes, which glittered like 
violets wet with dew, she drew out her perfumed handker^ 
chief^ and wiping tliem, said : 

^ '* I thank you, Mr. Constantine, You see, by this irrepres- 
sible emotion, that I can feel Goethe, and did not ask you a 
vain fitvour." 

Thaddeus bowed, for he was at a loss as to what kmd of a 
reply could be expected by such a strange creature. 

Sne continued : 

** You are a Qerman, Mr. Constantine. Did you ever se« 
Charlotte?'' 

** Never Madam." 

** I am sorry for that ; X should have liked to have heard 
vhat^ort of a beauty she was. But don't you think sha be- 
haved cruel to Werter 7 Perhaps you know him V* 

** No^ Madam ; this lamentable story ha{^pened befiire I wa« 
born." 

" How unhafypy for him ! I am sure you would have made 
the most charming friends in the world! Have you a friend, 
Mr. Constantine. 

Th| Count looked at her with surprise. She laughed at 
the expression of his countenance. 

** I don't mean such friends as one's father, mother, and re- 
lations ; most people have enough of them. I mean a tender 
confiding friend, to whom you unbosom all your secrets ; who 
is your other seU^ a second soul I In short a creature in whose 
ejustence you forget your own 7" 

Thaddeus foUdwed with his eyes the heightening colour of 
the fair enthusiast ; who, accompan3wng her rhapsody with 
action expressive as her words, had to repeat her question, 
** have you such a friend 7" before he found recollectioa to 
answer her in the negative. 

The Count, who had never been used to su^ extravagant 
behaviour in a woman, would have regarded Miss Euphemia 
Dundas as little better than insane, hcui he not been prepar^ 
by Miss Egerton's description ; and he now acquiesced m hex 
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and yon wifi tell me what ytm think of thoie Teraes I htef^ 
giTcnyou?** 

ThaddeiiB blushed, and bowed. He hurried out of the 
house into the street, as if by that means he could altoe:ethfir 
have gotten out of a dilemma to which he feared all this 
6ioUsh mystery of Euphemia was only the introduction^ 

Though the Count Sobieski was of all men in the worlds 
perhaps the least inclined to Tanity : jret he must haye beea 
also tne most stnpid, if he had not been conyinced by this 
time, of the crimiini attachment of Lady Sara. Added to 
this disa^eable certainiy, he more tium half dreaded a siinir. 
lat folly. ui Miss Euphemia. 

CajDL & man see himaalf the daily object of a pair of melting 
eyes; hear ererlastiiig sighs at his entrance and departure f 
day after day, receive tender, though coyert addresses, about 
disinterested love ; can he witness all this, and be 8ineer% 
when he affirms, that it is the language of indifierence? If 
that be possible, the Count Sobieski had^no pretensions to mok 
desty. He comprehended the discoursing or Miss Eunhemia's 
* eyCf* also the tendency of the love-sick mottos whicn, under 
various excuses, she put into his hand ; aQd with many a 
nuile, mixed with pity, he contenmlated her childish absurdity. 

A few days prior to that in wnich she made this appoint, 
ment with, the Count,- she mesented to him another of ner de- 
vices, which ran thua:-— " iTrightened love^Ul^e a wild beasts 
shakes the wood in which it hides." 

Thaddeus nearly lauded at the oddity of this conceit. 

V Do, dear Mr. Constantine,'' cried she, " translate it intp 
the sweetest French you can, for I meaa to have it put into & 
medallion, and give it to the person I most value on earth !*' 

There was something so tnily ridiculous in the sentencei 
that'he felt reluctant to aUow eyen Miss Euphemia to expoqe 
herself so far ; and considering a moment how he should 
make any thing so bad better, he said, "I am afraid I oaaaot 
translate it literally ; but surely, madam, you cai) do it your* 
self!" 

<' Yes, but I like your French better than mine 1 sq Bpl 
about iU.'^ 

He had dotie the same kind of thing a hundred times, ajt^, 
without farther parley, wrote as follows : 

M L'amouc, tel qu'nne biche blesse, se trahit lui memo par 
sa crainte, qm, &it remuer le feuiJlage qui le couvre.'' 

" Bless me how pretty !'' cri^ she, and immediately put it 
Qito her bosom. 
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To Una onlucky addition of the words «« tmhii hd .w, 

Tiiaddeuswas indebted for the present of the folded paper. 
7*he ever working imagination of Ki^eniia, in. a moment 
seized the inserted Urought as a delicate ^^owtd, that he was 
the wounded deer which he had substituted in the place of the 
wild beast ; and as soon as he anived at home, he found the 
'effect of her mistake, in the packet %hich sne had given him 
with so much secrecy. 

When be broke the seal, something dropped out and fell on 
Ihe carpet. He took it up and blushed like scarlet, on finding a 

fAd medallion, with the words that he had altered for Miss 
uphemia, engraved on blue enamel. With an agitated 
band, he next Tooked at the envelope ; it contained a copy of 
Verses^ with this line written at the to^ 

<- 
" To him who will apply them*" . 

On perusing farther, he found them to be Mr. AddisQil^t 
beautiful translation of that of Sappho whidb runs : 

^* Blest as tiie>iramortal gods is he, 
•* The youth who fondly sits by thee, 
^ And hears and sees tliee all the while, 
" Softly speak and sweetly smile. 

^* 'Twas this deprived my soul of rest^ 
" And raised such tumults in my breast, 
" For while I gazed in transport tost,. 
" My breath was gone, my voice was lost. 

** My bosom glow'd ; the subtle flame 
** Han quick through all my mortal frame $ 
".O'er my dim eves a darkness hung ; 
"'My ears with noUow murmui-s rung. 

" In dewy damps my limbs were chilPd 5 . 
^' My blood wiui gentle horrors thrill'd ! 
" My feeble pulse foi:got to play, 
'< I iainted, sunk, and died away ? 

"EUPHEMU/» 

b^addegs threw both ihtm and the medallion together <A 
the table, and sat for a fe\v minutes, considering how h* 
ihouhl extricate himself from an affair so truly farcical; 



t ' fie was thli^ing of at once giving up the task of aAteftd||ig 

• either of the sisters, when his eyes falling^ on the nncomj^iJaiA- 

inf but melancholy features of his poor friend, he exdauned, 

"No, for thy sake, gallant Butzou, I will hraye erery scene 

however repugnant to my feelings !" 

Well aware from observations on Miss Euj^emia, that the 
seeming tenderness, which had prompted an act so wild and 
unbecoming, originated in mere caprice, he felt no hesitation in 
determining to return the things in as handsome a manner as 
possible, and by so doing at once crush the whole affair. He 
experienced no pain when forming these resolves ; becataie 
he saw Chat not one inipulse of her conduct had any thing to 
do with her heart. It was a whim "lit up by him to day, 
which might be extinguished by another to-morrow. 

But how different was the case with re2;ard to Lady Sara ! 
her uncontrolled nature could not bro<HC the restraints of 
friendship. Every attention that he gave to Lady Tine- 
lAouth, every civility that he paid to Mise Egerton, or to any 
other lady whom he met at the Countess's, went like a dagger 
to her soul ; and whenever she could gain his ear in private, 
she generally made him sensible of her misery, and his own 
tinhappiness in being its cause, by reproaches which too un- 
equivocally proclaimed their source. 

He now saw that her ladyship had given way to a danger- 
ous and headstrong passion : and allowing for the politeness 
which is due from his sex, he tried by an appearance of the 
most stubborn coldness, and obstinate perversity in shutting 
his apprehension against all her speeches and actions, to stem 
a tide that threatened her with the loss of peace. 

Lady Tinemouth at Isist began to onen ner eyes to the pe- 
rilous situation of both her friends. Highly as she Esteemed 
IThaddeus she knew not the extent of his integrity. 

She had lived too long about the court of Blricain, and seen 
too many from the courts of the continent, to place mudi re* 
liance on the honour of a single and unattached young man, 
when assailed by rank, beauty and love. 

Alarmed at what might be the result of her observations, 
and fearing to lose any time, she had that very evening, in 
whl^ch she expected the count to supper, drawn from I^y 
Sara the unhappy state of her heart. 

The dreadi'al confession was made by her ladyship with 
'^bptoted showers of tears, and in paroxysms of agony v^icfa 
' 'pierced the countess to tke souL 
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. ''My dear Lady Sioa," cried alie» ''Ar ]i6iitMi% «^ i»^ 

member your duty to Captain Roos I" 

**! siiail neTer Ibrget it I" exclaimed her ladyriilp, amkinf 
her iiead mountfully, and striking her breast with Kereien^ 
ed hand ; ^ I never look on the iabe of Conetantine, that I d0 
Boi execrate from my heart the vom which I hare ffwem to 
him; but I have bound myself hie property; and tliou;g:h I 
hate him, whatever it may cost me, { will mtv» lei^ |hii 
-my fidlh and honour are my haeband's*" 

Xiady Tinemouth, with a countenance bathed hi tearrii^^iH 
her arms around the waist of Lady Sara, who now sal motioa>^ 
less, with her eyes fixed on the fire. 

*^Dear Lady Sara! that was spoken likeyeurscUl Po 
more- abstain from seeing Mr. Constantine." ^ 

'^ Don't ask me thatr* cried her Ladyship, '*! could easier 
Tid myself of existence. He is the very essence of my hsq^^ 
piMSB. It is only in his coinpany I for^t I am a wreteh^" 

^This is obstinacy, Lady Sara ! this is courting danger.*' 

** Lady Tinemouth, urse me no more on the subject Is it 
•aot enough," continued sne sullenly, **that I am mieei'aMet 
Wowdd you drive me to desperation 7 If there 'km danger, yoa 
brought me into it.*' 

" Yes, you. Lady Tinemouth ; you introduced him to me.** 

*'6ut you are manried. Handsome and amiable as he ifl| 
could I suppose — " 

^Nonsense!" cried her ladyship, interrupting her, »*ycm 
know that I am married to a mere foolt But it is not beCiuaM 
Air. Constantine is handsome that I like him. Noythot^h 
BO human form can come nearer to perftction, yet it was ML 
that; it was you. You and Maria Egerton were always 
leiling me of nis bravery ; what wealth and honors he had 
sacri&edin thesurvice of his country; how nobly he soe- 
ooured the distresses of others ; how heedless he was of his 
. This fired my imagination and won my heart* No, it 

— not beauty; I am not so desjmsable !" 

«<Dear Lacty Sara, be calm!" continued her tady^ft 
«>mi^tely at a loss how to mana^ a spirit whose violence 
Bttoseded her conception." *' Think, my dear friend, what 
^Mffors you would experience if Mr. Uonstantine were to 
diMOTer this predilection of yours, and presume upont it 
You know where even the best of men are vuiitemble.'* 

no vjievof Lsdy Sara sparkled with pleasmw at ilds m»' 
«f the eountossV. 

1« 
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'< Why, Miraly, Iiady Sara!'' exeloimed Lady TilMtal(ratl^ 
doubtingly. 

" DoaH fear me, Itady Tinemouth ; I know lay own dignity 
too well to do any thing disgraceful ; yet I would aoquire t&e 
knowledge that ne lores me at almost any price. Bui he is 
cold," ackled a^e, sinking again into despondence; ''he is a 
piece of obstinate petrifaction which heaven itself could not 
melt!" 

Lady Tinemouth was glad to hear this account of Thad- 
deus. She began to take a little confidence fr6tn his side just 
as the drawing room door was opened, and Miss Euphemia 
Dundas was announced. 

Lsidy Sara gave the little beauty such a withering look, 
when she expressed her amazement at not seeing MV. Con- 
•ULBtine, who was to have apprised the countess of her intended 
.visit, that, had her ladyship^s eyes been Medusean for that 
moment, poor Euphemia would ever after have represented -a 
■tone statue of dlsaj^ointmenL 

Meanwhile, the count having seen Dr. Cavendish, twd 
received a favourable account of his friend, wrote the follow^ 
ing note to Miss Euphemia, and then arranged his dress before 
he proceeded to Grosvenor Place. 

"To Miss Euphkmu Dunoas. 

" Mr. Oonstantine very much admires the taste of Miss 
Euphemia Dundas in the choice of the verses which she did 
him the honour of requesting he would translate into the most 
appropriate language ; and he has, to the utmost of his abili- 
Cies, obeyed her commands in Italian, thinking it the btA 
adapted, both for verification and the subject. 

"Mr. Oonstantine equally admires the style ef the medal* 
lian which JS^iaa E. Dundas condescended to enclose for hit 
inspection, and assures her the letters are perfectly correct." 

When the count entered Lady Tinemouth's drawing coom. 
he saw that his young enamorata had already arrived, and 
was in^doBsrconTersation with the countess. Lady Sara, 
now that the discovery was made, thought it unnecessary to 
put a^ restraint on her temper before her ladyship. Seatiag 
Iierseltalone on a sofiL,she was inward'iy upbraiding ConstaiH 
^e for what he had termed an absolute assignation with 
Auphemia, when his name was announced. 

fier half resentful eyes, yet swimming in Che taars her dis 
QOitrse with Lady Tmemouth had a](rake&ed, sought hk 
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iterted fiiee, which was re^rding Miss Dundat with a look of 
lurprise and disfust. This pleased her ; and the more so aa 
he only slightly bowed to her rival, shook the countess by the 
hand, and then returning, took his station beside her on the sofa. 
She would not trust her triumphant eyes to wander towards 
Lady Tihemouth, but immediately asked him some trifling 

auestion. At the same moment, Euphemia tapped him on 
lie arm with her fan, and inquired how it happened that she 
had arrived 'first. 

He answered Lady Sara. Euphemia impatiently repeating 
her demand, ** how did it happen that I arrived here first 7" 
" I suppose, madam," replied he, " because you set out first. I 
do not believe that 1 am ever with Lady Tinemouth much be- 
fore eight, and now it wants five minutes of that hour. But, 
had I been so fortunate as to have preceded you, I should cer- 
tainly have delivered the message with which I was honoured." 

The eTening passed off more agreeably to the count than he 
had augured from the scene that presented itself on his en- 
trance. Lady Sara always ^ve him pain ; Miss Euphemia 
teazed him to death ; but to-ni^ht, the storm which hadlafitated 
the breast of her ladyship, having subsided into thoughtralness, 
imparted so abstracted an air to her ever-loving countenance, 
that Sobieski, merely to elude conmiunication with Euphemia, 
*emained near her : and by paying those attentions, which he 
eould not avoid, he so deladed the wretched Lady Sara, as^ to 
subdue her melancholy into that enchanting softness, which 
rendered her the most captivating of women. 

The only person present who did not approve the change^ 
was Lady Tmemouth. At every dissolving smile of her Cir- 
eean ladyship, she beheld the intoxicating cup at the lips of 
Thaddeus, and dreaded its effect. Euphemia was too busily 
employed repeating some new poems, and too intensely dream- 
mg of what her tutor might say on the verses and medallion, to 
observe the dangerous ascendency which the sujperior chanufl 
of Lady Sara might acquire over the breast of Constantine. 
Indeed, ahe had no suspicion of finding a rival in her ladyship ; 
and when a servant announced the arrival of her mother's 
coach, and she aaw by her watch that it was twelve o'clock, 
die rose reluctantly, exclaiming, 

"I dare say, some plaguing people have arrived who are 
to stay with us^ else mamma woulcl not have sent for me so 

•0<MI.^ 

** I call it late^** said Lady Sara, who would not looe an 
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mMMttttlity of oontradicUn^ her, '^so I w'A\ titfmk y«pi^ Mi^ 
Constaniine,'* addressing herself lo him, ** u> haad sie tp ny 
eoAch at the same time." 

Euphemia bit her lips at this moyement of her ladyships aiul 
followed her down stairs reddening with anger. She got into 
her carriage, but would not suffer the servant to dose th^ 
door till she had seen lady Sara seated in hers ; then calling 
to Mr. CkxMtantina, she desired him to come into the coach. 

Lady Sara leaned her head out of the window. As ah* 
saw the man she lored step into Lad/ Dundas's carriage, 
she in her tioim almost bit her lips through with Taxation. 

"Hmne, my lady ?" asked the servant, touching his hat* . 

** No, not ul) Miss Ikmdas's coach drires on." 

Miss Euphemia had desired Thaddeus to come in fi>r a mo- 
ment; and he reluctantly obeyed. 

" Mr. Constantine," cried the little beauty^ trenriiiHng with 
expectation, '^have you opened the paper mat I gave you?" 

''■Yes, Madam,*' returned he, holding the door open, ai^ 
widening it with one hand as he spoke, whilst with the other 
he presented his note, *' and I have the honour in that paper to 
have executed your demands." 

. Euphemia caught it eagerly ; and Thaddeus immediately 
leaping out, wished her a good night, and hurried back into the 
house. Whilst the carriage drove away he ascended to the 
dewing room to fetch his luit and take leave of the countess* 

La<ty Tinemouth had seated herself on the sofa, and was 
Yeaningr thoughtfully against one of its arras, when he re- 
entered. He approached her. ** I wish you a gooil night 
Lady Tinemouth." She turned her head. 

" Mr. Constantine, I wish you would stay a little Ipogar 
with me ; my spirits are disturbed, and I am afraid it will tie 
near morning before Maria returns from Richmond. These 
raral balls are sad dissipated things 1" 

Thaddeus laid down iiis hat and took his seat by her sid^ 

*" I am happy, dear Lady Tinemouth, at all times to be with 
rou ; but I am sorry to hear that you have met with any thing 
lo discompose you. I was afraid, when I came in, that some- 
thine disagreeable had happened ; your wes — ^" 

"Alas! if my eyes always told when i had been weeping, 
Chey might ever be telling tales ! '' Her ladyship OAssed her 
haaa across, her eyes as she spoke, and added : *'*We m^y 
think on our sorrows with an outward air of tranquillity ; hai 
vt^ eaJMMt always speak of them, without idtowing thai the 
■ubject gives us agitation." 
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''Ah, Lady Tinemouth !** exdaimed the count, drawing 
dose to her, ^* could not even your feeling heart escape cata- 
initv?» 

"To cherish a feeliuff heart, my young friend," replied she^ 
*'i8 not a very eiTectuaT way to oppose uie pressure of af&ic- 
tion. On the reverse, such a temper of mind will extract un- 
happiness from causes which might escape dispositions of 
less susceptibility. Ideas of feeling, sensibihty, and sympathy, 
are pretty t03rs for a novice to play with ; but change these 
wooden sworas into weapons of real metal, and you will find 
the point through your heart before you are aware of the dan- 
ger. At least I found i t so. Mr. Constantine I have frequently 
promised to explain to you the reason of the sadness whicn 
80 often tinges my conversation ; indeed, I know not when I 
diaJl be in a more fit humour to indulge myself at your 
expense, for I never felt more wretched, never stood more in 
need of the consolation of a friend.'* 

, Her ladyship covered her face with a handkerchief, and 
remained so some time. Thaddeus pressed her hand several 
times, and waited in respectful silence till she should recom- 
mence. She raised her head. 

" Forgive me, my dear sir; I am very low. to-night — very 
nervous. I have encountered two of three distressing circum- 
stances to-day, and these tears relieve me. You have heard 
me speak of my son and. my lord; yet I never had resolu- 
tion to recount how we were senorated. This morning I 
saw my son pass my window, he looked up, but the moment 
I appeared, he turned away and hastened down the street. 
Though I have received many stronger proofs of dislike, both 
from his father and himself; yet, slight as this offence may 
seem, it pierced me to the heart. O, Mr. Constantine, to feel 
that the child to whom I gave life, should regard me with 
abhorrence, is dreadful— is beyond even the anxious partiality 
of a mother, either to excuse or palliate !" 

"Perhaps, dear Lady Tinemouth, you misjudce lord Har- 
wold; he may be under the commands of his father, and yet 
inwardly long to show his affection and duty.* 

"No, Mr. Constantine, your good heart is too young to 
know what may be the guilt of another. Gracious heaven, 
am I obliced to speak so of my own son 1 He who was my 
darling ! £Le who once loved me desurer than existence ! But 
hear me, my dear sir, you shall judge for yourself; and you 
will wonder that 1 am now alive to endure more. I have 
suffered by him, by his father, and by a dreadfUl ¥romiin, wbQ 
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lainily i0>« my huiband and children from me, but ftood b|r 
ml WM beaten to the ground. Yea, Mr. Constantine^ any 
BMUi of fueling would shudder, as you do, at such an assertion ; 
bat H k too true. Soon after Lady Sophia Lovei became the 
miatxosi of my lord, and persuaded him to take my son from 
me, I heard that die poor boy liad fallen ill through gr^ef, and 
lay sick at his lordship's house in Hampshire. I beard that 
he was dying. Imagine my agonies. Wild with distress, I 
flew to the^ ledge, and, forgetful of any thing but my child, was 
bjastening across the paik, when I saw this womaii,^,this Lady , 
Sophia, approaching me, followed by two female serTants.' 
CHm of them carried my daughter, then an infant, in her arms ; 
Aoci the other, a child of which this unnatural wretch had re- 
eefvtty become the mother. I was flying towards my Uttle 
Alfaina to clasp her to my heart, when Lady Sophia caught 
^Id d my adrm. Her yoice now rin^ in my ears. 

^'^Wbman'P cried she, ** leave thw place, or you shaH be, 
•oinpellBd to do so." 

" Struggling in vain to break from her, I implored only to 
be permitted to embrace my child ; but she held me fast, and 
regardless of my cries, ordered both the women to return int9 . 
the house. — Driven to despair, I dropped on my knees, con- 
juring her, by her feelings as a mother, to allow me, for ons 
lioomeat, to see my dying son | and that I would promise, by 
my hopes of everlasting nappmess, to cherish her child as my 
oif n, should it ever stand m need of a friend. The horrid 
woman only laughed at mv prayers, and left me lyin^ in a 
swoon upon the grass. When I recovered, the first objects I 
beheld were my lord and lady Sophia, standing near me, and 
myself in the arms of a man servant, whom they had com- 
manded to carry me outsic^ the gate. At the siffht of my bus* 
band, I sprane to his feet, when, with one dreadiul blow of his 
hand he Knocked me to the ground. Merciful Providence ! I 
wonder I retained my senses ! I beseech ed him to give me a 
second blow that I might suffer no more." 

" Take her out of my sight," cried he, " for she is mad." 

" I was taken out of his si^ht more dead than alive, and led! 
by his pitying servants to an inn, where I was afterwards con- 
fined three- weeks with a brain fever ; from that hour I have. 
9l^9W known a day of entire health." 

Thaddeus was shocked beyond utterance at this anecdote* 
The> paleness of his countenance being the only reply that he 
fbiddmake to her ladyship, she resumed : 

*f I havfi got out of oi-der. I proposed to Inform you clearly 
^ mjr mtaddn, but the printipsl sorrovr of my heart rdm 
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Ui my lips. I will commence regularly, if I can 
methodize ihy recollection. 

" The earl of Tinemouth married me from passion ; I wi^l 
not sanctify his emotions, by the name of affection ; though^" 
added she, forcing a smile, whilst turning her head towards the 
kx>king<gla88, she put aside the crape veil which shaded her 
fiioe, *' these faded features too painly declare, * that of aU msn- 
kmd I loved but fUm alone P I was just fifteen when he came to 
▼isitmy &ther, who liTcd in Berkshire My father, Mr. Cun^ 
nor, and his father, Lord ELarwold^had been friends at college. 
My lord, tb^i Mn Stanhope, was young, handsome and cap- 
tiTating. He remained all the autumn with us ; at the end of 
that period, declared an affection^ for me which my heart too 
raadinr answered. About this time he received a summons 
from his father, and we parted. Like most little girls of my 
age, I felt an unconquerable bashfulness to admit any con%> 
denoe in my attachment ; hence my parents knew nothing of 
the a6&dr till it burst upon them in its crudest shape. 

'^ About two months a^er Mr. Stanhope's departure, a letter 
anired from him, urging me to fly with him to Scotland. He 
alledged as a reason for such a step, that his grandfather, the 
earl of Tinemonth, insisted on his forming a union with Lady 
Sophia Lovel, who was young widow, and the fevorite niece 
of the most powerful nobleman in the king^dom. Upon this 
demand, he told the earl on whom his affections were placed. 
His lordship^ whose passions were those of a madman, broke 
into such horrible execrations of myself and family, as Mr. Stan^ 
hope confessed, made him forget his. duty ; and ne peremtorily 
swore that no power on earth should compel him either to mar- 
ry so notorious a wonann as Lady Sophia Lovel, or to give up 
BMu He concluded, with repeating his entreaties that I would 
oOBsent to go with him to Scotland. The subject of this alarm- 
«d me, and I showed it to my parents. My father answ^ed it 
in a manner that befitted his own character, but wh^ch irritated 
the impetuous passion of my lover almost to frenzy.. In short, 
in a paroxysm of rase, he new to his grandfather ; upbraided 
Urn with tne ruin of his happiness, and so tempted the old man 
that he drew his sword upon him, and had it not been for the 
interference of Lord HarwoU, a most fatal catastrophe mig^t 
have ensued. To end the affair at once, Lord Harwok), whose 
gentle nature had alwa)^^ embraced the mildest measures, ob- 
tained the earPs permission to send Mr. Stanhope abroad. - 

" Meanwhile, I was upheld by my father, who is. now no 
mere, in firmly rejecting ail my lover's entreaties fbr a private 
aftftkgitt. AM StaiihO|ie*B gmnd&ther was equally dW tb iU 
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oomproxmse, he at length was persuaded, by hit ezeeOiDt 
fiUher, to accompany a relation to France. 

" At the end of a few weeks, Mr. Stanhope began to reeard 
his cousin as a spy ; and after a violent quarrel they parted, no 
one knowing to what quarter my lover had directed his steps. I 
believe I was the first who heard any tidings of him. 1 remem- 
ber well, it was in 1771, about three and twenty years ago, thst 
r received a letter from him ; (O I how legibly are these circum- 
stances yet written on my heart!) It was dated in Italy, 
where, he told me^ he had resided in complete retirement during 
the period of his banishment, imder the assumed name of 
Sackvflle.'' 

At this name Thaddeus uttered a groao of horror ; and with 
every feature of his face fixed in dismay, fell back on the so^ 

The countess caught hold of his hand. " What is the mat- 
ter? For heaven's sake t what is the matter 7" 

The bolt of indelible disgrace had struck to his heart • it was 
some minutes before he could recover ; but when he did speak, 
he said " Pray go on. Madam ; I teak subject to these spasms 
in my breast. Fray forgive me, and go on ; I shall become 
better as you proceect.'* 

''No, my dear friend ; I will quit my dismal story at present, 
and resume it jsome other time." 

"Prsy continue it now," rejoined Thaddeus j " I shall never 
be more fit to listen. Do, I entreat you." 

'*Are you sincere in your request ? I fear that I have already 
tired you." 

** No ; I am sincere ; let me hear it all. Do not hold back 
any thing which relates to that barbarian Englishman who 
married you." 

" Alas ! he did," resumed her ladyship^ '* fi)r when he re- 
turned, which was in consequence of the Earl of Tinemouth's 
death, my father was also dead, who might have stood between 
me and my inclinationt, and so preserved me from many suc- 
ceediitt^ sorrows. I sealed my fate and became his wife. 

" The father of my husband was now Earl of Tinemouth ; 
and as he had never been averse to the union, presented me 
with a cottage on the banks of the Wire, where I passed three 
delightful years, the happiest of woman kind. My husband, 
my movher, and my infant son formed my felieity ; and greatly 
I prized it ; too greatly to be allowed a long continuance ! 

^ '* At the end of this period, some gay friends came down to 
Tisit us. Whe» they retiu-ned to town they persuaded my lord 
to be one of the party. He went, after much entreaty, because 
he expected that I should be confined in the course of thiea 
WMkH AiMfhimCfaaftfhdddtfyallmytfUffi^ingBtodkthcarriaM. 
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<* Lord HanroM, instead of beiag^ wHh ma ia a fiMiQigl|l» W 
he had promised, procrastinated his absenee, under ▼arioHi 
ezcnaes, from week to weelc ; during which intenral mj Albiiia 
was horn. Day after day I anticipated the delight or pttttiiK 
her in the arms of her father ; but she was threa months olS 
defore he appeare^i ; and ah f how changed. He was gloomy 
to me, uncivil to my mother, and hardly looked on the child. 

Lady Tinemonth stcmped at xhis part of her nanative, to 
wipe away her tears. Thaddeus was sitting forward to the 
table, leaning on his arm, with his hand covering his fiMe> 
The countess felt grateful for an excess of sympathy which 
Ae did not expect ; and taking his other hand, as it lay mo- 
tionless on his knee, *' what a consolatkon would it be to me/* 
exclaimed she, ** durst I entertain a hope that I may one day 
bdiokl but half this pity in the breast of my son.'' 

Thaddeus onhr pressed her hand, he did not Tenture to reply. 
He could not tell her that she deceived herself, even hare ; thiat 
he did not only deplore her misfortunes, but owed the agonies 
which were shaking him#> tlie injuries of his own mother, whom 
the villanous conduct of this very earl, under the name «f 
Sackville, had devoted to a life of self-reproach. He had da- 
rived existence from the husband of Laoy Tinemouth. The 
eonviction humbled him, crushed him, and trod him to the earth. 

The countess resumed : — 

'' It would be impossible, my dear sir, to describe to you 
the gradual changes >Huch assured roe I had kwt the heart of my 
husband. Before the end of the winter he left me again ; ana 
I saw him no more till that hour in which he struck ma lo the 
ground* 

" Lord Tinemouth came into Monmouthshire about six 
weeks after I had taken leave of my lord. I was surpeised 
and rejoiced to see my good father-in-uiw ; but how soon wem 
my emotions driven into a different course ! He revealed to me, 
in the tenderest manner possible, that during Lord Harwold's 
first visit to town, he had, unknown to him, been in the habit 
of spending entire evenines with Lady Sophia Lovel* 

**This woman,'' added he '* is the most artftd ereatufa 
breathing. In spite of her acknowledged dishonour, you wall 
know that my deceased father would gladly have married her 
to my son ; and now it seems, actuated by revenge, she se- 
aants Xjord Harwold's refusal of her hand, by secniBing hkn 
fiom his wife, Alas ! I am too well convincea that the ervan 
in my son's temper bear a strict analogy with those <d Ua 
fraainathar. Impetianr. of oontradtction, fiatteqr oail 
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Idm to tHiat shape it pleases. Lady Sophia has discdrered 
'these weak pointe in his character ; and, I am informed by his 
steward, has persuaded him that you impose upon his afiieo- 
tion by detaining him from Ute world. This argument must 
have been well seconded by other fascinations, for in regard to 
beauty she is only moderate ; yet she has succeeded, and my 
deluded son has accompanied her into Spain.*' 

" You may imaging Mr. Constantine, my distraction at 
this intelligence. 1 was like one frantic, and Ijord Tinemoutk, 
• fearing to trust me in such despair out of his sight, broi^ht 
us all with him to Londcm. In less than four months after- 
wards, I was deprived of this inestimable friend by a paraly- 
tic stroke. His death summoned the new earl to England. 
Whilrt I lay on a sick-bed, into which I had been thrown by 
the shock, my lord and his mistress arrired. 

'* They immediately assumed the command of my lamented 
protector's house, and ordered my mother to clear it directly 
of me. My broken-hearted parent obeyed, and I was car- 
ned( in a senseless state, to a lodg%g in the nearest street. 
fiut when this dear mother returned for my children, neither 
■of them were permitted to see her. The malignant Lady 
Sophia, actuated bjr an insatiable hatred of me, easily 
■wrought on my frantic husband <for I must believe him mad) 
to detain them entirely. A short time afier this that dreadful 
scene happened which I have before described. 

<* Year succeeded year, during which time I received many 
ervLoL insults from my husband, man^ horrible ones from my 
son ; for I liad been advised to institute a suit against my 
lord, in which I only pleaded for the return of my children. 
•1 lost ray cause, owing, I hope, to bad counsel, not to the 
law's of my country. I was adjudged to be separated from the 
earl, with the maintainance of six hundred a year, which he 
iiardly pays. I was tied down never to speak to him, or his 
son, or his daughter. Though this sentence was passed, I 
never acknowledged its justice, but wrote several times to my 
children. Lord Harwold, who is too deeply infected with his 
father's cruelty, has either returned my letters unopened, or 
with unsulting replies. — ^For my daughter, she keeps an unda- 
▼iattng silence ; and I have not even seen her since that moment 
when she was hurried from my eyes in Tinen^outix Park, 

^ In vain her mother tries to convince me that she detests 
■M : I will not believe it ; and the hope that should I survive 
her lathe^ I may yet embrace my child, has been, and wiU be, 
my •ome of contfort till it he fulfilled, or I bury my disappoint* 
mtnt in the graTe.** 
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Ladj Tmemoath pot her habdkereliief to htit «j«i^ iHlich 
w«re a^n flowine with tesra. Thaddeiw thoughl he nwMt 
■peak, if he would not betray an antereat in her nanrmtiva^ 
which he determined no circiimstance abould aver hvmbLe him 
torereal; and raising hie head from hie hand mieonacbaaly 
diacovered to the oonnteas hia dry and bUnxMioi a|ya% fluaheA 
dieek, and convulsed lip. 

** Kind, aympathiaing Conatantine ! mrelr aneh a heart aa 
tluiio never would bring sorrow to the breast of a virtoooa wife !** 

These were her ladyship's thoughts, though she did not give 
ihem utterance. Thaddeus rose from hia seat. 

'* Farewell Lady Tinemouth," said he taking hia hat, "may 
heaven blesa you, and peurdon your huaband !*' 

Then grasping her hand, with what he intended should be m 
preaanre of memlship, but which his internal tortures renderci^ 
almost intolerable, he hastened down stairs, opened the out* 
ward door, and got into the street, ' 

Not knowing, and heedlesa whither he went, with the atepa 
of a man driven by the furies, he traversed first one street and 
^en another. As he went along, in vain the watefamea 
eminded him, by their cries, that it was past three o'clock i' 
ie still wandered on, foreetting that it was niaht, that he had 
any home, any destination. 

His father was discovered ! That father, who notwithstand- 
ing his guilt, he had entertained a latent hope should they ever 
meet, might produce some excuse for having been betrayed into 
an act disgiuceful to a man of honor. But when thdse fiNal 
dreams were blasted by the conviction that he owed hia being 
to the husband of Lady Tinemouth ; that his mother was tfav 
victim of a profligate ; that he had sprung from a man who 
was not only a villain, but the most wanton, the most dei^nca^ 
ble of villians ; he saw himself bereft of hope, and overMiielatt 
ad with shame and horror. 

Full of reflections, which none other than a son in sudi^if^ 
eumstanees can conceive, he was lost amidst the obscure alleya 
af Tottenham-courUroad, when loud and "frequent tries reeall- 
ad his attention. A quantity of smoke, with flaahes of lights* 
led him to suppose that they were occasioned by a fire \ and « 
lew ateps fartner, the tremendous spectacle burst upon ttiaaighttf 

It was a house, from the windows of which the: llf mail "vani 
breaking out with the moat alarming rapidity, wfa[ilai'tfai|ipa«i 
pie about were either standing in stupified astoniahment, or 
vaelesaly shouting for engines and assistance. 

At the moment the count arrivad, two or three naked 
wretchea, just escaped from their beds, were flying from side 
to lide^ making the air echo with their ihriekfc 
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^'WlUwiboafBaTa my children?' cried^mwuf th«li^iip- 
fnachkig TfasMeoB, mod wringing her hands in agonj, *' vitt 
pobody toke then from the fire" • 

«< When ahaU I seek them 7» replied he. 

''Oh ! in that room," replied she, pdntiiigy " the flSBMMi an 
iimadj thtan 1 they will be burnt ! they wiU be btum !'* 

The poor woman was burying franudy foward when th» 
aoont stopped her, and* giria^ her in chawe lo a bystander, 
** take eare of this woman," ened iie, ** I wiU save iier ohildrai^ 
if possible." 

, Darting through the open door in defiance of the smoke aai 
cftuger, & made his way to thcchildren's room, where^ almest 
suifocSted by the sulphnsous cloud that surrounded him, he a|i 
last fimnd tne bed, but it only contained one of the cUldren. 
f his he instantly caught up in his arms and was hsstcaiii^ 
4Dwa the stairs, when the cries of th6 other, from a distantt 
part of the building, made him hesitate ; but thinking it beU 
iv to secure one tlum hazard both by lingering, hegot into tjtie 
tisioet just as a post-chatBc had stopped to inquire the particur^ 
kurs or the accident. The carriage door oeipg open, and 
Thaddeus seeing people in it, without saying a womI threw 
die sleeping iniiuit into their laps, and hastened back into Una 
house, where he hoped to rescue the other beibre the fire could^ 



The flames had now made a dreadful progress^ and scorched 
his fisoe, hands, and clothes, as he flew &ora room to room, fo^ 
lowing the shrieks of the child, who seemed to change its situ* 
Sitkm with every exertion he made to reach iL At lengthy when 
strery moment he expected the house would sink under his feet, 
he chrseted his steps, as a last attempt, alon^ a passage which 
hs had not befiwe observed, and, to his great joy, beheld the ob» 
jset of his seaich fljing down a back stair-case. The boy imi' 
mediately sprunc into his arms, and Thaddeus, turning round, 
leaped fifWi one landing place to another till he fomid himnolf 
in the street, and surrounded by a concourse of people. 

He saw the poor mother clasp the rescued child to her broast^ 
md whilst ths spectators were loading her with congratulatioqs, 
he 1^ the crowd and proceeded homewards with a warmth at 
his hsart which msde him fiMSs^ in the joy of a benevoleBt «^ 
lion, thafe|istrilyiiig shock, oceaiisned by the vices of one ^ 
■Mily allM to his behig to bfrhited without hatror* 



■«» or yoi** I. 
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l^h^Bir. Tha^^Qs awoke next murmh^ he f^nnd himself 
More refreshed and freer from the ttTects. of the last nigKt'a 
4is^.Teiy» than he eoold haTe reasonably ho]^. The uiauT 
rad anxiety which the fire h^ epinpelled htm to exert^ harn 
n^ ftNToe^ hia thov(g[ht8 tnto: «^ <!^ffcrent channel^ aflbrded his 
■nrYes %n onportomty tfi r^ajn. toto/^ p)rtion of their usual, 
strength. lie eoiikl now ponder cm what he had h^rd^ with- 
•ni solleruig^ the crimes o£ another to lay him on the rw^ 
The reinp wejre agp^ restored to his hanos, and only as moieh 
of hianund as he pleased, eoold now show itself either in his 
u|ee. or manner. 

't^jta^ the Comifa ieeltngB were fery sensible^ and when 
wg^^fUjiY attacked^ it was not always tlilat he could hide the 
nan, he &lt : yet he possessed a power of look thfit immediau^. 
hr repressed any eunosrty which might hare been impertihent^ 
mdeed^ this manner of sepnlsion was often proTed to be his 
best fiiendt Ibr never ha^ ma^ more demands on the Agnity 
ef hu soul to shine ont aboui htsMraoHe. 

Not vnfieqnentty.when. Miss 0Mndi>s has been schooling 
hfV sister on the abanrd. eurilitks n^fiidi she paid to her Ian- 
^^Bsge-master; and ha^ a dosep i^ir^ty beaus and beUes have 
jomed in the ndicul^ the appearance m the Count has at onco 
esIM <knatuf«l,^i|c tJ¥:<>^g;n!^. Wie^ range andsilenced the 

Thpinonttng aA^ the fire» a little bery of fashionable but% 
tsrnies were emteeted i]}[ this, waj, in on^ comer of Miss Duik. 
dbsfk study, when durmg a momen^ls pfiuse,, "t, hope Mis& 
BesMifort,'^ cried Uie Honoorable Mr. Lascelles, a young mai^ 
ef a sfamp that «neralty wears, tjtie impression el] the la^t 
makfi^t '* I hopejMiss fieaufbrt, tou donH intend to consume 
ttn brieb tnessof your eyes oyer this stupid language V^ 

^ymil iang«ise» Mr. LaaceUesr inquired ahe» *^l Kkv* 
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only this moment entered the room, and I don't know what yon 
are talking about" 

** Good Lud, that is Tery true !" cried he^ '' I mean a ehock- 
ine jargon, whidi a ahoddns penaeroso man teaehes these 
ladies.* We want to persuade aGss Euphemia that it' spoils 
her mouth." 

** You are always misconceiving me, Mr. Lascelles ;" inter- 
rupted Miss Dunoas impatiently, *' I did not advance one word 
against the lan^;uage; I merely remonstrated with Phemy 
against hear stupid attentions to ue man we hire to teach it." 

'* That was what I mantt^ M«iVi^" ranuned he with a low 
bow. 

*'Yoa meant what, Shr," demanded the little beauty eon- 
temptuously, " but I need not ask. You are like a bad mirror 
that from radical defect always gives false reflections.^ ' 

'* Very good, faith. Miss Euphemia \ I declare, sterling wit ! 
It would do honour to Sheridan or your sister." 

*'Mr. Lascelles," cried £uphemia, more vexed than before, 
^ let me tell ]pou, such impertinence is very disgraceAiI in 9, 
gentleman." 

'* Upon my soul, Miss Euphemla !" 

" Pmj allow the petulent young lady to get out of her air8| 
(as she has, I beheve ffot out of her senses,) without our 
help;" exclaimed Miss iDundas, *<for I declare to heaven, t 
know not where she picked up these vile democratic ideas." 

" I am not a democrat, Diana ;" answered Euphemia, rising 
from her seat, '* and I won't stay to be abused, when I know it 
is all envy, because Mr. Constantine happened to say that I 
had 9^ qnncker memory than you have." 

She left the room as she ended. Miss Dundas, ready to 
storm with passion, but striving to conceal it, burst into a vio- 
lent laugh, and turning to Miss Beaufort, ^^ You see my dear," 
■aid she, ''a sad specimen of Euphemia's temper | yet I hope 
Tou won't think too severely of her, for, poor thing, she has 
been spoilt by us all." 

"Pjraiy do not apologize to me in particular!" replied Miss 
Beaufort, rather coldly ! ** but as you have done so, I am in- 
duced to say, that I think it probeuble she would have shown 
hear tamper less, had you given your admonition in private, 
though 1 cannot douot of her haying committed something 
wrone." 

"Yes something very wrong;" exclaimed Miss Dundas, 
reddening ata rebiuce from a quarter whence she so little expects 
cd one ) *' both Mr, Lascelles, and Lord Berrington there—" 



iBMBOBCy wiio aad him ak^mg laa reotts lookine ortt «tt «U 
«d!ili(nioCM«Mqgcr*ftFkiy»S '^yowkaowlluitebcijicaquecab^ 
«d into sombblet.'* 
Mj»£ftndasdrD|qpedit]|ft coraen of btmoutb in contempt 

**W«U Ikoi llr»LMe«IlM nsr Misft Pciy»la ii«re^ kive both 
ti difbnai Umm been pmenc wboi Phon j ktts ewidactcii 
hmwlS i»-&TfirT nAmdooB way toiwarckr a yunmg man wiwm 
Vtt^y XioMiMMiUk SMcle a $rc«t fusa about Mttiing to tcaeb na 
Oiiaaii Can ypy bdieve it poeabk, that agirl « berfaahion 
fMJd behaTc in dm tt jie witno«il Writer first imbibed aeaor 
-aoy dangerous notions? I am swrt I am right, £or she treat* 
Mm witk three times the politenesa she uses (• tba gentlenen 
1r|m> an-nPW.-m.tht teem*!* Misa Danda% snpj^in^ that A» 
kiA airti tke.i bunness tn>a:l^t be^rond eeatfOTeny^ stopped 
vitb an air oC triunph^ MiasBeaeftMn pereeivcd thai iier 



'1 really cannot cflsooTer any thii^ in the affiur so ¥ery ic^ 
■rehemibMi ;* said sfaeiK''PerhiqMr this man yon speak of may 
(jKve talenta and worthy bpe may be abone nU aitnation^'^ 

**I^ I abo^rn it snre ^aot^ V.^ cned Leseeileey ka^ihi^ 
hoisteroasty at his ewnr fojSi/ff ^he is tail enevgh to be abeifa. 
mry/ihMy. a^W 9aad> manneray iar notwithstandini^ his plc>- 
eijloi^ I deo^ find that be knewa how to keep his dia^ 



**1 am esnry 6r that, LaseeQea,'' cried Berrmctott meaaar'- 
i^ the pi^n7 '^^ ^ goed-aatmd eyo» **fyt Sieae MafOff 
4wn are temUe olMaeta to nsof miniwr dimenaiona I ^^«a^ 
jgttaClR sMnee 6f%M^ as a fta^^ MHit • Mf le 19^* » 

'^Whv, my hnd; TCNR do noi mean toeempare me with anah- 
%knp fe&OT MdOa? 1 don^nndaratandLoid BeninstMi-^ 

**Bkm m% geaHaamnP' cried Misa Pandas^ finj^itenada* 
tha men loeha ef the littlft benMBabie^ '^ W^y nvy kmi,h 
4KNM|M-ywi hated;aqnabbkat'* 

'^SoIdo^MkaDnndaa^'^ <«repSedhe^hKytDrdowtthEsboek 





r, Blr. Laaeeflea^ I dw iiot.mcattit»dbraw anyH^iUlel 
ha t wean ynur peiaon and taleaata^ and theaaeCthia 

Idr. I£Nrfaihii»MKna^ibrdr«iyI aavar aawhim mmy- 

ifh^-hnt 1 dpraawMr^th^t»,thKtw>no«pMiaanenne!iitthn' 



^ LasetHes took the snrface of thiftspeMti'SAd bdiw^ • y/AXbA 
km lordship turning to Miss Beaufort, began to complimenf 
himself on possessing so fair an ally in defence of the absent 
person* 

**I have never seen him ;" feplied she, "and what b niore^ 
I never heard of him, till on entering the room, Mr. Lascelles 
attadced me for my opinion. I only arrived from the country 
last night, therefore I am quite at a loss to guess the real 
grounds of this iH<>jud^d bustle of Miss Dundas about a mat| 
whom she styles despicable. If he be, why retain him in h<9P 
service? And what is more absurd, why make a person ia% 
that subordinate sitaaticm, the subject of ctebate among Ke^ 
friends f* 

** You are right. Miss Beaufort^" retwmed Lord BterrfftgtORjj 
^ But the eloquent Miss Dundas is so kind to her friends, thai^ 
aAie lets no opportunity slip of displayinj; her power, both over 
the republic of words andTthe empire of her mother^ family.* 

" Are you not severe now, Lora Berringtbix? I thought ytaf 
mercufiil to the poor tutor." 

" No ; I hope I am faithful on both sul^eeta 1 know her • 
and it is true, that I have seen nothing of the- tutor, but h U 
natural to wield the sword in favour of the defenceless, and I 
always regard the absent in that li^t^" 

Wnilst these two conversed at one end of the room, tha- 
other group were arrafj^^aing the presumption of the vulgar, 
' and the folly of those who gave it encouragement. 
. At a fresh burst of laughter from Alias Dundas, Hfisa, 
9sattfort turned her head as we medianically do on hearing 
an wioxpected noise : her eye was arrested by the appearanee- 
of a gentleman in black, who was standing a few peeed withiit 
tfaa door. He was regarding the party before him with that, 
lofty -tvanguillitywhit^ i» inseparable from high rank, wheat 
aecompdmad by virtue. His figure, his face and his alr^ 
eDntaiaaeil that pure simplieity of contour, which at tha saraa 
time pourtrays all the graces df youth, with the dignity ^ 
manhood. 

Miss Beaufort in a moment perceived that hewasunob-* 
aarved ; and rising fVomrher sea^ ** Miss Dundas,*^ said Aop* 
** here is a gentleman.** 

<* ITou may sit down Mr. Oonatantme.*' 

"Gracious Heaven," thought Miss Beavfbrt, as he ap« 
proaehed, and the ingenuous expression of his fine eountenaaoa 
wu direetedr towards her. *^ Can this AoblaeMatare haine htn ' 
Ijhs subject of such imperdneiKSe ?** / ^ 
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'^Iffmmienlliittle Phemy's taste :'* wispered Loid Berrin^* 
ton, leaying his seai;'* *'ha! Miss Beaiifoi-ti a young 
Apollo?" 

"And not in disffoise,*' replied she in the same manner, just 
m Thaddeos had Dowed to her ; and with * veiled lids' was 
feUdng np a* book firom the table, not to read but literally to 
%0SfjBi ao object to look on that could not insult him. 

^ What did Miss Dundas say was his name ?" wluspeced 
Hie Tiacount. 

<*Constantine, I think." 

''Mr. Constantine," said the benevolent Berrington, <'wilT 
yonaceeptof this chair?" 

Tlvdiieus deolined it. But the viscount read in the *^ proud 
BumUitff of his brow, that he had not sdways waited like a 
^spendeiit oa the nods of insolent men and women of fashion ; 
«oa with » good humoured compulsion, he added, " pray 
•bilge me, for by that means I shall have an excuse to soueeze 
Into the SuU0ne that is so ' happy as to bear the weight of 

h Miss Beaufort had only se^n his lordiship once be- 
ftra (and that hardly for ten minutes, with her cousin in Lei- 
lastuahire) she smiled at this unexpected freedom, and in 
vonsideration of the motive, made room for him on the sofa. 

Insult was not swifter than kindness, in its passage to the 
heart of Thaddeus; who, whilst he received the viscount's 
chair, raised his fikce towards him with a look beaminar such 
fradouaness and obligation, that Miss Beaufort turned with 
miewed contempt on the party which were leaving the study. 

The instant Miss Dundas closed the door after her, Lord 
BemBgtoa exclaimed^ *' Upon my honour Mr. Constantine, I 
hftYC a gP<^ miad to put tnat terrible pupil of yours into my 
next comedy 1 don,'t ^u think she would beat n^atharine and 
Petruchio ell to nothmg 7 I declare I will have her." 

'* In ftnprim ptnonOf I hope^" asked Miss Beaufort, with 
I bittemeaa thaiL she was accustomed to conceive, much 
approve, by givine it expression. 

The Count remained silent during these remarks though he 
lolly appreciated the first civil treatment which had greeted him 
■nee his admission' within the doors of Lady Dundas. Miss 
£iiphemia's attentions had any other source than benevolence, 

Mxm Beaufort vHshed to relieve his embarrassment by .ad- 
dressing him : but the more she thought the less she knew 
what lo say ; and she had just abandoned it as a vain attempt. 
vlMn Misf fiuphnaia emorad the room alone, she curtsio^ 
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to, TiiacideaSy and took Iier place at ilie tablB. l/»dBMifii^ 

tottXTwe. 

•*I must say ffoodbye, Miss Evrphemia ; I will not (KstorK 
yoor studies. Farewell, Miss feeaufort/' odlled he, address- 
n^ heTf and bending- luik lips to her hand, ** adieu, I shall lorA 
Id unpnn you to-morroWj Good morning Mr. ConBtaMinc'* • 

lliaddeus bowed to him and tfte riscotmt disappearttd. 

** I am surprised^ Miss Beaufort/' obserred Buphemia pet^ 
tisfalyy h&r temper not havins^ sal)sided isince tier sister^ 
Ifieturey **how can you endure that coxcomb f 

" ^anrdon me, "Exrphcanet/* replied she, ** though 1 did i!ot 
txactly expect the ceremony Ms lordship uses iti taking learjra^ 
TBt I thmk there is a generosity in his seotffiients^ which, 
oesenres a better titte.** ^ ' 

* I Itngw nothing' about his sentiments, for I always nov 
•way from his conversation. A better title ? I deelaM fern' 
make tne Taugh. Did you erer seesTich fantastical dressing-? ] 
mvr to lieaven^ t neyer meet him without thinking of Jcanmy 
Jeasamy, and the rest of the gossamer beaux that sqiuF«d em 
gittndmothers ?** 

"My accjualntance with Lord- Berring«on, is trifling;* 
ffetumed' Miss Beaufort, withdrawing her eyes from the pen^ 
anre features of the County who wa» sortinff the lessons r '♦Yef 
I am so far prepossessed in his favour, that I see little in ]ii» 
appearance to apprehend: Howerer, I wilt not contest' that-* 
point„ asperhcms tne philanthrophy I this nrommg dkeov«nM# 
m his hesb*t, the honest warmth with which' he de fo nd cd iar 
traduced diaracter, after you left the room, might render hm 
person as charming in my eyes, as I certainly fomid bis mind.'* 

Thaddeus had not for a long time heard'suck sentimeM* 
oat of lady Tinemouth's crrc{e, and he now l(K)ked vgp U> tsM 
tk c&tinct Tie^' oT th^ speaker; ' -' • » 

In consequence of tne established -mode, that the pMsidbig 
hiiy otthe house is to pre the tone to her gtie^s, nfsny vers 
the k>rds and lacBes who sat with the Count in Miss DBmHEuAl 
Ubrary^ whose feces he was as %ttorant of when they went 
out as when they came in. They took little notice of hkn ; 
and he^ re^rding them modi less, pursued his oecnpatioit 
wtthout ermcing a greater consciousness of theB* ]ff«sMe^ 
dian what mere cerempny demanded. . > 

Accotdingfy, this mornihg,. when in eompITanoe widkLerd 
Berrington'^s politeness, he received has chair, and ssw ^'l^ 
lemotre to a sofh beside a very beautifol woman, he s«6poie4 
that she reseml^ed tbe rest <:^ Miigft Dtttdas'ft ftiudbi datf 
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Bfiver directed his eyes a second time to her figure. But 
when he heard her (m a voice that was melody iUelH. defend 
Ins ]ordship*8 character, on principles which oore the most 
honorable testimony to her own, his eyes rivetted themselves 
on her fiice. 

Though a long muslin wrapper involved her fine person, a 
modest grace was observable in every limb. Her snowy arm, 
clasped with a loose pearl bracelet, was extended towards Eu- 
phemia, in the energy of her defence : her beautiful eyes 
shone with benevolence, and her rosy lips seemed to breathe 
balm whilst sh6 spoke. 

Thaddeus did not withdraw his fixed eyes till they encoun- 
tered those of Miss Beaufort, which immediately retreated 
with a deep blush covering her face and neck. She had never 
(mcoimtered such a look before, except from the dark and 
penetrating fiances of her cousin, who had long elected him- 
self the ffimrdian of her heart. 

Miss Seaufort was the orphan, heiress of Admiral Bbaufort, 
an only brother of the late udy Somerset. Her parents dying 
at an early age, bequeathed her to the care of i^ady Somer- 
set, her paternal aunt, and nominated Sir Robert somerset, 
her ladyship's husband, to be her sole guardian. — When Lady- 
Somerset died, which happened three days before her son's 
arrival from the continent, a double portion of Sir Robert's 
love fell upon this niece In her society atene he ft>und com- 
fort ; and, relinquishing the splendid scenes of London,* he 
retii^ into the country ; living sometimes at one seat and ' 
sometimes at another, in hopes by change of place, to dissipate 
some of the- grief that wrankled at his heart. 

Sir Robert Somerset fi-om the time that his marriage took 
place with Miss Beaufort, to the hour in which he followed * 
ner to the grave, had attracted esteem and affection from pe^^- 
plc of eym rank. The facination of his manners, united with 
the infle:i9ble probity of his character, both as a man and as 
a senator, drew after him the confidence of all men. The 
good, and even the bad, looked on him as a pillar of strength, ' 
whenever reliance was to be allied with virtue. For instance 
the excellent Lord Arun bequeathed his only child to his pro- 
tection ; and the sordid, and peculant Sir Hector Dundas 
when he descended to Hadta, nominated Sir Robert Somerset 

Srincipal trustee over the immense fortunes of his wife and 
auchters. 

Tnis latter circumstance explains the intimacy between 
• two families, the female parts or which might otherwise never 
kave met. 



10 THADDEU8 OP WAK8AW. 

On Snr Robert's last visit to London, lady Dundas, beean» 
■0 urgent in requesting Miss Beaufort mig^t spend the ensuing 
season with her in town, that he could not, without absolute 
rudeness, refuse. In compliance with this arrangement. Miss 
Beaufort, accompanied jjy Mrs. Dorothy Somerset, a maiden 
sister of the Baronet, quitted Deerhurst, and settled themselves 
in HarlevrStreet ior the remainder of the winter ; at least the 
winter of fashion. : whicii. by a strange effect of her mafic fin« 
geif in defiance orgrassy meadows, and leafy trees, andsweet 
scented flowers, extends its nominal sceptre over the vernal 
months of Apnl, M^y, and eveix the rich treasures of " re- 
i^lendant June.** 

The sunmier part of th^ winter, Miss Bjsaufort reluctantly 
consented should be sa^crificed to ceremony, in, the dust and 
heat of a fireat city i and if the melancholy y^hicK increased 
upon Sir Robert every day since the death of h^s wife, had 
not rendered her averse to oppose hp wi^hes^ slie certainly 
would have made objections to the visiL 

During their journey, she could not refrain from drawing a 
comparison between the insipid routine of Lady Dundas*s way 
of life, and the rational, as well as splendid arrangement of 
her late aunt. 

Ladv Somerset's monthly assemblies were not only the 
nost eleeant and brilliant parties about town, but the weekly 
conaerM^mt surpassed every thing of th^e Ipnd ii^, the king* 
doiOf Qa tihese nights, her lady»iip's room used to.be. iSiled 
m^ith tha most emmenjL characters whieh Elngland could af^. 
Ibrd. Hiere the ]roung Mary Beaufort, whose ardent dispo'r 
sitioii impelled with a pomet's velocity to the feet of gemu^ 
listened to pious divines of every Christian persuasion ; there^ 
she gathered wisdom from real phHosophers; and in the 
ipciety of oor best living poets, cherished an enthusiasm for 

Sthat is ^e^t and good. Sir Robeit Somerset's house on 
Me evemngps, reminded the visitor of what he had read, or 
ima^ned of Uie school of Athens. He beheld not only sages^ 
•oldier^ statesmen, and poets, but intelligent and amiably 
women, among whoon, the beautiful Mary, imbibed that 
steady rexerenpe of virtue and talent which no intermixturet 
with the oommpn. ephemeravof the day, could either disp)acQ 
or alloy. 

Notwithstanding this freedom from the chains with which 
her ^shionable advisers wouUJi. have shackled her mind,^M^ 
Beaufbrt posses^ too much judgment and delicacy to fiai^ 
Imt l&eny ia their eyes. Enjoying her independenpfi witk 



TaiJN>KUS OF WARSAW. 1 1 

liie heU it SHire «beui«. Mary was no dedumer ; 
not even udBleiioe of t^spressed goodneui or iiyund g^iua. 
Aware: Aai du«ct oppositioii often incenaes malice, ahe direct- 
ad tfae duft from its aim, if H were in her power j and when 
the aUempt Auled, atiove, by respect or compaaawi^ to heal 
what die could not pievvnt. Thu% whateTer elie aaid or did, 
bore the alanq> of her aoul, whose l^adiie attribute was bmf^ 
deaty. B«it havinff teaint much and ihooght more, ahe prore^ 
Sn her conduct, that reflection ia the alchemy whica turna 
knowledge into wisdom. 

Miss Beaufort had neyer found herself incapdble ofattemi^V 
kigaometht]^ towards her benevolent intention, till dM wi^> 
n^sed the Count Sobieski, standing under an .overbearing^ 
ioeolence, which his dignified coiAposure reboondnd upon hia 
inauiters. The Atiiatioh waa new to her; and when aha 
dropped her oonfiiaed evea beneath hia unexpected gase, ahe 
nuurveUed within hersdf at the ease with which ahe had 
taken up the cause of Lofd Berrinston, and the difficulty aha 
felt to aummon one wonl as a repeUant to the unmerited at- 
tack on the man before her. 

Euphemia cared nothing about Sir Hany ; to her.hia &ults 
or his virtues were alike indifTerent: and forgetting that civili- 
ty demanded sotne reply to Mias ceaufort^s last obaervatioQ: 
er rather taking advantage of the tolerated privilege uaurped 
1^ many high;-bred people, that may be ill-bred when and bow 
they please ; she turAed to Thaddteua and aaid with a forcea 
amfle, 

''Mr. Constantine, I don't like your opinion Upon the ode I 
showed to you ; I think it a very absurd opinion ; or perhapa 
you did not conceive me rightly ?" 

Mias Beaufort took up a book that her unoccajMed attention 
■BKht not disturb their studies. 

Suphemia resumed, with a more natural dimple^ toudiing 
hia flOTB with the rosy points of her fingenk 

''You are stupid fit translation." 

Thaddeus colored and aat uneasily ; ne knew nol now td 
evade this direct, though covered attack. 

'*I am a bad poet, madam. Indeed it would be dai^rooa 
lor a good one, to attempt the aame path with Sappw) and 
AddJaon." 

Euphemia now blushed as deep as the Count, but fit>m an* 
otber iootive; and opening her gzammar, whisperedi^ ** yoii 
Me either a very dull or a very mraeat man I" and aighiQg bo^ 
to lepeat her lesion. 
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'WTiilst lid bent his head orer the sheet that he \ 
mg, she siidclenly ezchumed, " Bless me Mr. Constaiitine, wluA 
have yoa been doing? I hope yoa don*t read ill bed ! Tbb 
top or your hair is burnt to a cinder] Why, yon look modi 
more like having been in a fire than Miss Beaurart does.** 

Thaddens put his hand up to his head. 

*< I did not Know that I had carried away any more marim 
of a fire in which I reaUy was last ni^t, than sooiched dotbai 
and hands." 

" A firo)" interupt^ Miss Beaufbrt, dosiagher bool^ ** waa 
it not near Tottenham-coart road ?'• 

" It weui madam,*' answered he in a tone almost as sorpriah 
ed as her own. 

** Qood ^;racious !" cried Euphemia, exerting her little tqum^ 
that she mirht be heard befi>re Miss Beaufort should hare r ' 
to reply, ** uien I vow you are the gentleman that Miss 
fort said ran into the burning house, and cohered with 
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saved two children from perishing !" 

** Am I so happy as to meet the lady ;" replied he, taming 
with -an animated air to Miss Beaufort, ''in you Madam wfaS 
so humanely assisted the poor sufferers, and reeeived the child 
firom my arms ?" 

" It was indeed, m3r8el^ Mr. Constantino," returned she, a 
tear swimming over her eye, which in a moment gave the cue 
to the tender Euphemia. She drew out her handkerchieft 
and whilst her pretty cheeks overflowed, and her sweet voice 
was rendered sweeter by an emotion raised by ten thousand 
delightful fancies, she took hold of Miss Beaufort's hand. 

" O! my lovely friend, wonder not that I esteem this brave 
Constantine far beyond his present station !" 

Thaddeus drew back. Miss Beaufort looked amazed; but 
Euphemia had mounted her romantic PegassuS| and the aoene 
was too sentimental to close. 

*'Come hercL Mr. Constantine," said she eztendizM^ her 
other hand to him. Wondering where this folly woum ter* 
minats, he gave it to her ; when instantly joining it with that 
of Miss Beaufort, she pressed them dose together, and said, 
*< sweet Mary! heroic Constantine! I thus elect ywi the 
two dearest friends of my heart. So charminffly asaodated 
in the delightful task of compassion, you shaU ever be co» 
mingled in my feeling bosom." 

Then putting har handkerchief to her eyes die walked oat 
of the room, toaving Miss Beaiifi>rt and toe Coont, eonfiaei 
and oonfbuaded by the side of each otlnn Mn*^ B«n«M 
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Euphemia and h«r young tutor, decuaedspettkine first Thadt. 
deua^ fixing his gaze on her downeaat and rrroitiag eocmte- 
nance, perceived nothing like ofiended pride at his wkiettigned 
presumption. — ^He saw that she was only embarraqted ; and^ 
after a minutes hesita on, said—* 

''I hope that Miss Beaufort is sufiicMntly aequainted with 
ihe romance of Miss Euphemia's character, to paurdoki the ao« 
tion, unintentional on my part, of having touched. h^ hand? 
I declare I had no expectation of Miss £^hemia*s design." 

'*Do not make any apology to me, Mr. CoBfltantiiw,^ 7»4 
turned she resuming her eeaJt, whence she had risen on the 
abrupt departure of Euphemia ; ** To be aare I waaa little 
electrified oy the strange situation ioi which the ti^ feelingi 
qf Mi3s Euphemia have just made us actors. But I shall not 
fore^ my claim on a share oi what she prennsact^-your ai&< 
^oamtance?" 

Thaddeus expressed how highly he felt the hooon of hinf 
condescension. 

" I am not fond of fine terms," continued At smiting : '' but 
I know, time and merit, must purchase es^em. I nan engaga 
fin* the first, as I am to remain in town at leanst three momha ; 
but for the last, I fear I shall never have the opportUiuty or 
giving such an earnest of my deaerving as yod dia lait ni^at of 
yours," 

Footsteps sounded on the staira Thaddeua took up hia 
hat and bowing, replied to her compliment with bueh modest 
yet noble grace, that she gazed after hiaa with wondfcr, and 
ponoem. Before he dosed the door he ajgain bowed. Pleased 
with the transient look of pleasui^ which at parting beamect 
fixun his eyes, through whose ingenuous mirrors, she believed; 
every thought of his soul might be read, she smiled a seeonji 
adieu; and as he disappeared, left the rcxim by anothiav 



CHAPTEB XTtll. 

Wbem the Count appeajnad the sucoaediag day in Haxleyn 
■treet. Miss Beaufort mtroduced him to Mrs. Dorothy fioiftMu 
%$t, as the gentleman who had «o ^[allantly pr«a«md ihiiMviV 
of t^a chilOMA ftt the ka^aid of hit own^ 
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NetivitlMCuMiing the lofty tosbing'of Mini DondaiB's hesdl, 
the good old maid paid him seTeral encomiums on such intre- 
pidity ; and telling him that the sufferers were the wife and 
nunily of a poor tradesman, who was gone into the country, 
riie added, ** but we saw them comfortably lodged before we 
left them ; and all the time we staid, I could not help congra- 
tulating myself on the eas^r compliance of Mary with my 
whiflBS. i hate to sleep at an inn ; and to prevent it theb, I had 
prevailed on Miss Beaufort to pursue our road to town eVen 
throufi^ the night. It was lucky it happened so, for I am cer> 
lain' that Mary will not allow these poor creature^ a long la- 
ment over the wi<edc of their little property." 

*• How eharmfingly charitable, my lovely frietid !" cried 
Euphemia, ''let us main a oollectioki for this Unfortunate 
woman and her babes. Pray as a small tribdte, take that from 
■le !** sbe put five guineas into the hand of the blushing Mary 

The ineffable grace with which the confused Miss Seaufoit 
laid her money on her au^t^ knde, did not escape the obser- 
vation of Tliaadeus, neither did the words with which it was 
aceompanied. '* There, my dear madavn,** said she, '* I am 
only the aeent of your wishes j And I beg you will take 
charge of Miss Euphemia^s gift, until we see the poor 
woman.** 

Whea Lady- Tinemouth was hiformed by Thaddetts of tite 
addition to tne Harley-street party, her ladyship declared 
her pleasure at the news,saying, that she had been well ao> 
quaanted with both Miss Dorothy and her niece, for some time 
before L^dy Somerset's death* 

As the dountess paused, Thaddeus was oh the point of eX* 
pressing his concern that Pembroke had lost also his highly 
|>rized mother ; but recollecting that Lady Tinemouth wai^ 
%norant of their kno^ng each other, he allowed her to proceed 
without a remark. 

'* I have never been in company with her ladyship's son,"! 
continued the Countess ; " It was during his absence on the 
continent that I was introducad to Lady Somerset. She was 
a woman who possessed the rare talent of conforming herself 
to all descriptions of people ; and yrUilst the complacency of 
her attentions surpassed 'the most reHned flattery, she conn 
manded the highest veneration for herself. Hence you may 
credit my satisfkction in this aedUaintance, which it iBph>- 
faftMe would never have teken ^aoe, had I been the happy- 
Ckmntets ofTinemouth, instead of a deserted wife. NotwiUn 
Kanding the family of the Semersefk were related to my Mi 
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thev had treated him with ccdchsess ; and now diQiaMyilnigfasted 
al his late flagrant behaviour, they commeneed a fnendship 
with me I believe to demonstrate more fUly their dietestation 
of him. Indeed my husband is a creature of inoonsisteney. 
No man possessed more power to attract friends than IJcati 
Tinemoutn ; and no man possessed less power to retain them ; 
as &st as he made one tie offended the other ; and tluroufi^h 
these means, has at this tinte deurif^d himself of every m- 
dividual out of his own house, wno might have este^ned his 
life of greater utility than his death." 

" But Lady Somerset," cried Thaddeus, impatient to diangQ 
a subject every word of which went like a dagger to. his heart, 
" I mean Miss Dorothy Somerset, Miss Beaufort — '* 

*< Yes," returned her ladyship ; "I see, kind Mr. Constan- 
tine, your friendly solicitude to disengage me from retro^ 
spections, so painful ! Well then, I knew, and very much es- 
teemed the two ladies you mention : but the death of lady 
Somerset, and their consequent residing in the country, haji 
prevented a renewal of this pleasure. However, as they havio 
again visited town, I will thank you to acqueunt them with my 
intention to call on them in Harley-street, i remember thinking> 
Mise Beaulbrt a very charming girl." 

Thaddeus thought so too: he saw that she wasbeautifbl, and 
he had witnessed instances of her goodness ; the recollection 
of which filled his mind with a complacency, that was quickly 
disturbed by the entrance of Miss Egerton and Lady Sara 
Roos. 

**I am glad to see you Mr. Condtantine ^ cried the lively 
Maria, shaking hands with him, **you «f& the n^ery manl 
have been plottmg against," 

Lady Tmeraouth feh uneasy at the care with which Lady 
Sara averted her face ; well knowing that it was to conceal 
that powerful agitation of her features, whJch always took plaoe 
at the sk;ht of Thaddeus. 

«*Wefl, what is your plot. Miss Egerton P inquired he, " I 
shall consider myself honoured by your commanas, and do not 
require a conspiracy to trap my obedience." 

« That's a good boy ! Then I have only to apply to you, 
Lady Tinemouth. x our Ladyship must know," cried rfie^ 
** that as Lady Sara and I were a moment ago driving up the 
Hay-market, I nodded to Mr. Coleman who was coming out 
of the play house. When he stopped, I pulled the cbe<^ 
siring, and we had a great deal of oon-fab out of the window,. 
B^ tells m« that a new farce is to come out this waek, and 
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fJhft abonld liepe I would be th^e 1 No» says I, I caimot, kft I 
mn on a visit with that precise woman the Countess of TioQ- 
,tnouth, who would not, to save you and all your geueratioa, 
ccmae into such a mob. Her ladyship shall have my bojc, cried 
tie, ^r I would not for the world lose tlie honour, of your opin- 
ion on the merits of my farce. To be sure not I ciies I, so I 
accepted his box, and drove 0% plotting with lady Sara how 
.to get. your ladyship as a chaperon, and Mr. Coustaxuine for 
,our beau. He has promised ; so, dear lady Tinemouth don't 
be inflexible?" 

Thaddeus was confounded at the dilemma into which his 
ready aoauiescence had involved his prudence. The Coun- 
tess shook her head. 

. **JJ^ow I declare, Lady Tinemouth," exclaimed Miss Eger- 
Mm^, : " This is an absolute stingy fit I You are afraid of your 
4;>urse! you ioaow this private box precludes all awkwaj[ti 
meetings, and you can have no excuse." 

** But it cannot preclude all awkward sights ;" answered her 
ladyship. " You know, Maria, I never go into public, for fear 
I sfiould be shocked by the angry .looks of my lord or son," 

^* Plague them both," cried Miss Egerton pettirfily, "I 
wish the Lord would take your lord and son out of the world 
altoffstherr' 

*< Maria 1" retorted her ladyship with a ^re air. 

'* Kebuke me Lady Tinemouth, if you like ; I confess I am 
no Sevena, and these trials of temper don't agree with my 
constitution. There," cried she throwing a silver medal 0|i 
ihe tabie, ati4 laughing in spite of herself, " there is our free 
ien&mne$ ; biK I wdl send it back and so break poor Coleman's 
heart.** • . 

'*|Pie, M«ria," answered her ladyshipi patting her half 
angry, cheeky *' would you owe to your petulence what was 
denied to your gqpd humour ?" 

" Then your ladyship will go !" exclaimed she exultingly, 
'^^you haT)9 yielded to my good humour, these suUens were a 
part of my stratagem* I won't let you recede." 

The idea struck, lady Tinemouth, that this would be a pro- 
per .Qf^rtunitjr to show one of the theatres to her young 
mend, without involving him in expense or obligation, aiKl ae- 
oordingly she ratified her consent, 

« Do you intend to favour us with your company^ Lady 
Sara ?" asked the Countess with aliope that she would refuse. 

Lady Sara, who had been standing during th^ debate, 
iilently at the DiriAdo.w, rather proudly answeicc^ 
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* Tea Madam, if you win honour me with yomr protection.'* 

Lad^ Tinemouth was the only one present who understood 
the offended feeling; which these words conveyed ; and almost 
bdieTin^ she had insulted her by implying suspicion, she ap- 
proached her ladyship with a pleasing countenance ; " Then 
■Lady Sara, perhaps you will dine with me?" said she, ^ I 
mean to call on Mrs. Dorothy Smneraet, and invite bar to be 
irf the party.** 

Lady Sara curtsied her acceptance of the inrritati<»i, aad 
smiBiig appeared to think no more of the matter. But ahn 
neither fcripi it, nor found herself able to fbr^ve Lady Tine- 
mouth jfor betraying her into a confidence, which her own tur- 
bulent passions made too easy of access. She had listened 
nnwfllingly to the reasonable declaration of the Countess, that 
her only way to retreat from an error which threatened crimi- 
natitywas te> avoid the object. 

** When a married woman," observed her ladyship, "is so 
unhappy as to love another man than her husbiuid, tier only 
safety rests Uk the resolution to quit'his society, and to banini 
his imi^ whenever it obtrudes." 

Lady Sara, believing herself incapable of this exertion, hated 
the woman who thought it expedient. Lady Tinemouth, 
by letter and conversation, tried to display in every possible 
light, the enormity of giving encouragement to such an at- 
tsudmient ; and ended with urging tlie consideration, of her 
duty to heaven. > 

Of this argument. Lady Sara knew httte. She had never 
reflected on Uie nature of her Creator, thou^ she sometimes 
went to churchy repeated the prayerq^ without feeling their q^i- 
rit ; and when the eoughing, sneezing, and blowii^ of noses, 
wmch commonly accompany the text, had subsidec^ she gene- 
rafly ca^ed up tne remembrance of the last ball, 6teea antici- 
pauon of the next assembly, to aitiuse her till th^ prosing biisi- 
' ness was over. From church she drove to the park, where 
bow4inff round the ring, or sauntering in the gardiens, she soon 
ftnrgot uiat there existed in the universe a power of hig^her con« 
sequence to jA»se than her own vanity-) aad the admnutiiofi of 
the spectators^ 

Lady Sara would have shuddered at hearing any one de- 
clare hunself a d^ist, much more an atheist ; but for any iniu- 
ence that her nominal belief had ov^ her desires, she might 
as well have been either. She neveV committed an actkm de- 
serving the name of premeditated injury ; nor went fhr out of 
herway, to do her bc»t friend a lerviea ; not because sb^wanU 



18 THA0DRI7S OV WARSAW. 

ed inclination, but she ceased to remember both the petttioner 
and his petition before he had been five minutes from: lier^ght. 
She had read much as most fine ladies have read : she had pe- 
rused a few histories, a few volumes of essays, a few novels, 
and now and ^en a little poetry ; these, cuid mornine oails 
with evening assemblies, filled up: the day. This had been 
the routiike of her life, till she met the Ciount Sobiei^ at Lady 
Tinemoutli's which event caeused a total revolution i^Q her nttnu 
and conduct. * 

The stren^ of Lady Sara's understanding mi^ht have cce- 
dited a better education ; but her passions bearing an equal 
power with this vigour, and having taicen a wrong direction, 
^e neither felt the will nor capability to bold the empire of her 
reason. When love entered ner heart, his first conquest was 

• her vanity ; she surrendered all her admirers in the hope of 
securing the admiration of Thaddeus: his second victory 
made him master of her discretion ; she revealed her unhappy 
afiection to Lady Tinemouth, and more than hinted to himself. 
What had she else to lose I jriie believed her honour to be safer 
than her life. Her honour was the term. She had no con- 

' oeption, or at best a faint one, that a> breach of the marriago 

. vow could be- an outrage on the laws of heaven. The word 
Sin, has been graduauy banished the oligarchy of fashion^ 
from the hour in which Charles II. and las profii£;ate court 
trod down piety along with hypocrisy to thiJs day, when a new 
philosophy has accomplished its total outlawry, and denounc- 
ed it a rebel to decency, and tlie fi^edom of man. 

Thus, reli^on being driven from the haunts of the great, 
pagan morality is raised from that prostration, where, Dagon- 

. like, it fell at the ^t of the Scriptures, and is again erected 
as the idol of adoration. Guilt against heaven fades before 
the decrees of man : his law of ethics reprobate crime ; but 
crime is only a temporary transgression in opposition to the 

Snerai good; it dniws no consequent punishment hearvier 
ixif th& anger of the offended parties. Morality neither 
womises rewards after death, nor chastisement for error. 
The disciples of this independent doctrine, hold forth in- 
stances of the perfectibility of human actions, produced from 
the unassisted decisions of human intellect on the limits of 
right and wron^. They admire virtue, l^Bcause it is beautijful. 
TRey practice it because it is heroic They do not abstain 
from the Ratification of an intemperate wish, under the belief 
that it is siniiiL but in obedience to their reason which rejects the 
•mmiiMiiJUflif it iddbO^^ ImU,. tibOMiM U Is unotfrnbly. In ih« 
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Qod is their jud^e ; in the latter themselyes. The ^ 
comparison need on\y be proposed to humble the pride that ' 
made it necessary. How do tnese systemisers refine and sub^ 
tilize ? How do they dwell on the principle of virtue, and 
turn it in every metashysioil light, till their philosophy ran- * 
fias it to nothing! Tnus, some degrade, and others abandon 
tba only basis on which an upright chancier cm stand with 
firmness. The bulwark whicn revelation has erected between 
the passKMis and the soul is levelled first, and then that iastino- 
tive rule of right which the modem casuist denominates the 
citadel of virtue fafls of course. 

By such graduations is thc-progress of depravity aoeomplish- 
ed, and on such premises, did lady Sara, (though she might 
not arrange them so distinctly,) the general leaven having 
worked on her mind, deduce, that what she called preserving 
her honour, was a mere establishment of man^ and might be 
extended or limited by him, to any leneth he liked. For in- 
stance, the Turks were not content with one wife, but apprt^ 
priated hundreds ta their possession ; and because such an en- 
largement was permitted oy Mohammed, no other nation pre- 
sumed to call them culpable. 

Hence, she thought, if she could once reconcile herself to 
bdieve, that her own happiness was dearer to her- Aan the no- 
tice of half a thousand people to whom she was indifferent ; 
that only in their opinion and the world's her flying to the pro- 
tection of Thaddeus would be a crime ; could she confidently 
think this, what should deter her from instantly throwing her- 
self into the arms of the man she loved ? 

'' Aye 7" cried she one night as she traversed her- ehwnber 
in a paroxysm of tears, "what are the vows I have sworn? 
how can I keep then»7 i have sworn to love, to honour Cap- 
tain Roos ; but in spite of myself, without any action of vy 
own, I have broken ooth these oaths. I cannot love him ; 1 
hate him, and t cannot honour the man I baie.^Whmt have I 
slse to break ? nothing. My nuptial vow is as completely an- 
nihilated, as if I had left him never to return. How 7" cried 
she, after a pause of some minutes, "how shall I know wh«t 
passes in the mind of Constantine ? did he love me, would he 
protect me, I would brave the whole universe ; oh, I should 
be the happiest of the happy." 

Fatal conclusion of reflection ^ U infected her dreaming 
and her wakinjg; fancy. She regarded every thing as an enemy 
that opposed her passion ; and as the firat of niaae oneBtiiac 
•hcditmidlialyTinemottth. The Coiiiittstf>k lait admoiiiA* 
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in$ fetter had enrag;ed hei by its arguments, and throwing H 
into the fire with execrations and tears^ she determined to ]Nir> 
sue her own will, but to affect being mfluenced by her lady- 
shin's counsels. 

The Count Sobieski, who had never surmised the hundredlli 
part of the lore which Lady Sara bore towards him, began to 
tVope.tiiaX her ardfizU manner had misled him ; or, that she had 
nfien tfkjrouj^ the <faDger of such imprudence. 

Umier these impressions the party for the theatre wwi aet^ 
tied : and Thaddeus, after silting an hour iii Ghrosyenor Place, 
jQttumed to his humble home, and attendance on his Qienidi, 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The addition of Mrs. Dorothy Somerset and MissBeanibrt, 
lo the oaorning group at Lady Dundas^s imparted a less re-* 
Inctani motion to the oefore tfwdy feet of the Count, whene-rer 
ht turned them towards Harley^treet. 

Mrs^ Dorothy readily supposed him to have been better 
bora than he appeared ; ana displeased with the treatment hq 
feeeiTed firoov Miss Dundas ana her guests, behayed to him 
Iberself with the most gfratiiying politeness. 

Aunt Dorothy (for that was the title by which erery 
breuich of the Baronet's family addressed her) wm full twenty 
Tears the senior of her brother, Sir Robert Somerset Haying 
m k^r yovth been thought yery like the famous and loyely 
Mr&. W offingtoru she was considered the beautjr of her time- ; 
and, aa suen, for ten years continued the reijB^ning toast, 
Neyertheleaa, she arrived at the a^e of sixty-^e, without 
haying beea either the object or subject of a fenrent passiony 

Poflseasing a fiofi understanding, a fine taste, and nne feeU* 
inga^ she hui some way escaped love.. It cannot be denic^ 
that she was niuich admirea, much respceted, and much 
«eteemed ; and that she received two or three splendid pro- 
.posals from men, whom she had animated thus far. Some 
of these men ahe admired, some she respected* and some she 
esteemed, but not one did she love, and she refused them alL 
^Kovtly; after their disdiarge they generally consoled them- 
«ely«8 by mairying other women, who, perhaps neither poa- 
■essed tne charais nor the sense of Miss Somerset, yet Ap 
■ <lN)giftti|lated them on their choice and frequently became thft 
friend of both wife and husband. ^^ 
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Thus, year passed over year ; Mist Sonarsel eoiitimMd lo 
possess uie esteem of erery worthy he«t, though she could 
not find the embers of a warmer glow- in any cme of them ; 
and at the age of sixty-five, she found herself an old maid ; 
but possessing as moch good humour and amotion towards 
the young people about her, as if ahe had owned half a dozen 
of her own offspring to mingle in the eirde. 

This amiable old lady usually took her netting into th* 
library beside the fidr students; and, whenever Thaddeus 
entered the room (so natural is it for generous natures tosjrm- 
pftthize) his eyes first sought her venerable ^gufa, then glano- 
mg round to catch an assuring beam from the sunny «rba ef 
the lovely Mary, seated himself with confidence. 

The presence of these ladies operated as a mora than sufi- 
cient antidote to the disagreeables of his situation. To tkeni 
he directed all the attention that was not required by hie 
occupation; he heard only t^iem speak, whoi a hundred 
^ers were talking ; he saw only them, when a Jumdrod 
tthers were in company. 

In addition to tnis pleasant change, Misa Biiphemia'B pa»- 
tton assumed a finin less capable of tersnenline* She nnd 
•een reading Madam d'Arfolay's Cao^lla, and faeooaung to 
enamoured 6f the delioaby and pensive ailenoe of the iutersa^ 
kig heroine, she immediately determined on adopting tk^e 
eharacters ; and at the same time, taking it into her ever 
creative brain, that Constantine'a coldness bore a strict affinity 
to the cautious Edgar Thaddlebert ; without fiurther debi^ 
she wiped the rouge off her &Qa, and prenared to '* M earn- 
tealmenLUke a worm ia tkeiudffud on her anm mt k tkeekJ^ 

To nttbrd decorous support to this fiitncy, her gayest dothss 
vrere thrown aside, to make way for a negligence of apparel, 
that cost her two or three hours each moraiog to eompose. 
Her dim^^ing smiles wore nov quite vanquished. She was 
ever aighii^, and ever silent, and ever lolling and leaning 
about, or reclining along the aofit in some pretty disoonsolate 
attitude, just selected Irom a foUo of prints, in which she daily 
studied her ^ress and movements. 

Thaddeus preferred this pathetic whim to her former love- 
like advuiees ; it afforded nim quiet and relieved him from 
much embarrassment. 

Every succeeding visit induced Miss Beaulbrt U> observe 
him with nicer accuracy and jnore lively interest. The no- 
bleness, yet humility, with which he behaved towaids herself 
and her aunt ; and the ipanly serenity with which he suffered 
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liie hMttdtnig saraaksmaof Misa Bundafi, led her not mqn^y to 
coDceire, bat to entertain ma&y doubts that his. present situa- 
tion wwi far below bin births 

The ladies who dropped in now and thea on the sisten, 
were not backward in espousing this game ! as it played away 
a few minutes to join in a ietugh with the witty Diamu 
These gracious b^g», from their sex, knew they were pr^ 
yileged to offend ; but it was not always that the gentl^nen 
^urst venture, beyond a shru^ of the shoulder, a drop of thcr 
0p, a winjc of the eye, or a raisLeg of the brows. However^ 
Mary obsenred with contempt, that they were wise enough 
lo exerctw theae specimens or hostility only when the Count 
Ibad turned his back ; and regarding nim with increased ad- 
' miration, she first felt indignation, aiul then perfeQt disdain, at 
the motives of envy whi<% actuated these men to ii^isult him^ 
under the mask of indifference. 

■ The oocaskmal calls of lady Tioemouth anfjt Miss Egertop,, 
stimulated the cabal a^nst.poor Thaddeus* The sincere 
sentiment of e<}uality with themselves, which these two ladie» 
«vinced by their' behaviour to him } and the same conduct 
beinff adopted! by Mek Dorothy and her beautiful niece ; 
beisides the evident piM^tiality of Euphemia ; altogether iii-^ 
flamed the spleen of Miss Ehmdas's coterie to absmute rud^t 
iiess. 

The littie phalanx, at the bead of which was the superb, 
J>iana, could oi!er no real reason fi)r disliking a man, npt 
unly beneath them, but who had never of&nded them even, l^y. 
implication. It was a sufficient apology to tliehr easy consci- 
ences, that he gave himself sudi courtly airs as were quite ri4i- 
calous ; that his presumption, was astonishing. Inshoiit, they 
were all idle, ana it was monstrous amusing to. lounge a mor- 
ning with the rieli Dundas's, and hoax monaieur. 

Had Thaddeus known one fourth of the insolenji, periston 
"Wi^ which his misfbrtunes were treated behind his bac]^; 
' &o^gh he considered the very breath he breathed, ought to 
be sacrificed if conducive to the life of his friend, perhape 
even his necessity could not in this case have detauiea hira m 
his employment. The bri^tness of a brav-e man's name, 
makes shMlowB perceptible, which might pass unmarked ov^r 
a dijler surface. Sooieski's nice honor would have jsuppos^ 
itself sttllietl- by enduring such contumely with, toleration. 
But, as was saicr before, the male adjuncts of Miss Dunda^ had 
veoeived such a prompt warning fnmi an «i3cid.ental knittips 
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lifir to Apart tbear iht to iuB nusei 

These circumstances were not iost upon Mary; sbecot 
-ifoetnA them as part of a treasure, and tHrned them orer on 
-her pillsw with the jealous examination of a miser. Lilne 
fiaphsmia^ she simpesed Thaddsus to be otfaer thAte in 
seemed, yet her fancy did not gift him wilk t^ Uood of 
the BourooBS ; she merely belieml him CO ba a^^tieman ; 
«nd^' from the maternal manner of X^ady TinemoMh towamfe 
hinv suapeeted that her ladyship knew mors of his history 
idian "ty^ 4»h4 >4 i if> to reveaL 

• TMagslratfe in this stdte, when the Countess rei|QeBted that 
llfSL JDeiothy would trust her niece the ensoinaeTening^ with 
herself and a little party to the Hay-market TheaUe. The 
fyaodlady having conaenteti, Bdiss beaulbrt received the per- 
•misfrion with pil^ure ; and as edie was- invitod to sup with 
her ladyships she formed the hope that something mignt latt 
fram the Countess or Miss EgertoiK which would throw light 
elk the true situation of Mr% ConstntitiiiSb 

From in&ncy, Miss Beaufort had loved with tftthaaiaflmall 
kinds of eKoeUenoe. Indeed she esteemed no person waiinly, 
whom ahe did not think eminent in tlie liberal qualities over 
the rest of mankind. Bhs sougfht for something t6 respect ia 
every iduwadter ; and wheh hn> ehanca she Jbund any thing 
to admire, her .susceptible ioul bhused, and by its own port 
ilame, lit .her to a clearer examination, of the cioject for whom 
ahe felt interested. 

When Lady Somerset coUected all tlie virtue and talent in 
the eoontry around her tabl% they were not brought there on 
a. vain eimnd. From them miaa Beaufort eatheied her 
best lessons, in moraUty and taste ; and from them, her ear* 
liedt perefeptimMi of friendsbi)x Maify, waa the. beloved pupil, 
and respected friend, of the brightest characters in£nglands 
ahdftid^gh thley were men^ some of whom had not pasM the 
age of forty, ahe had never been in love, nor had mistakea th* 
nature of her feelings ao far, as to call them fa^thatname. 
HsDce, ^she neither felt afraid nor ashemed to acKnowled^d a 
teRBspojfedeiioe which she kn^w to be her beet' dittih^tiod. 
But, had the frank and innocent Mary exhibited half the htai 
attentions which, sise piid- to these men in one hour when 
they were present, to the oommon elaas ef young msil 
through the coarse of a mon^ they would have dedared* 
**that the poor girl was over head in Ikove with them, and have 
piti^ {^vhat they justly dcoomiauic) her lolly." Fo<dis|| 



be, w1m> w91 taeriAo* tki 
Cift in her poesesaion, to the superficial graces or enpitf Maa- 
JDshmems of a self idoKzed eoKcaomb. 

8«eh a behig vas not Mias Beaufort; t^d, oa these prai- 
cipfes, she coatemplated the extraordinary merits of the ex- 
eeUent Tfaaddeus, with an interest faonovrwle <o her penetra- 
tion and heart. 

When Miss Egerton called in Lady Sara Rosa's carriage 
to take htr to the Hay-market, Mary was not displeased at 
•eeiqg Itfc Comtaatiae step out of the coach to huid her in. 
During their drive, Miss Egerton informed her that froas L ad y 
Tiaementfa'B sodden indispositbn, Lady Sara had kindly un^ 
tetaken to be their ohaperon ; aiid promised to bring theii 
sdl back to sup in Orosvenor-plaee. 

Lady fiara iiad never seen lllary, though she hadfireoiMiil- 
iy heard of her bdanty and vast fortune ; this last quuifiea- 
ftMn, her Ladvship bioped, mi^t have given an unmerieed 
MWt to the first ; therefixre ymtn she saw in the person of 
Miss Beaufort, the most beautiful creature she had ever behei^ 
■othittg eoold equal her surpiise and vexation* 

The happy lustre that beamed in the fine eyes of Mar|r, 
flMHie like a vivifying infloenee around her : a bright eloSr 
Miima t ad her cheek, whilst a pleasure for which she did ntt 
•eak to aceount, bounded at hn> heart and niod«ilat«d eveiy 
lone efiMr voiee to swreetness and enchantment* 
1 ''Syren!** thou^t Lady Sara, withdrawing her lar^ dark 
eyes from her face, and tmninf them full of dissolving hu»> 
coor on Thaddeus, ** here are ul thy charms dirsfded V* then 
drawing a sigh so deep that it made her neighbour start, ahe 
ftttd her eyes on her ntn, and never looked up till they • Bwpcl^ 
ed the play-house. 

, The curtain was saised as the little party seated themseWe^ 
ia the box. 

''GaB any body tell me what the play is 7" askad Lady 



. *< I ns¥er thought of inquian|p»"r^ied Maria. 

'*I loeksd in the puier this mormng," said Miss Bcavfiwl^ 
^and I think it is caliecl ^ka, a transition firom a Drama ef 
Kotaabue." 

** A atrange title was the general observation, whea Ifo 
Suett, who* personalad one of the characters, begimnn|^ lo 
ptpeak, their attention was summoned to the stage. 
. On the entmnce of Mr. Charies Kemble in the ^ifc«»ir*^ of 
Adalbert i the Count unconseiaaaly tumed pale^ Wm {i^ 
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mtmA by the diwt of the netor, thnt he tnteoded to penmate 
k Pole ; and, alarmed at the probability of aeeiiug; aomethinf^ 
.to recall recollections which he strove to banish : his agitatioD 
did not allow him to hear any thin^ that passed. 

Miss Egerton was not so tardy m the use of her eyes and 
ears, but stretching out her ha-ftd to the back of the box, where 
Thaddeus was standing by Lady Sara*s chair, die caught 
hold taf his sleeve. 

«<Thei», Constantiae ;** cried she, 'Mook al AdelbertI 
Now, that is exactly the figure you cut in your Folidi trun^ 
pery two months ago." ^ 

The Count bowed wlik a forced smile, and glancing at the 
ttmreplied; 

•^Then, for the first time in mvlife^ I regret having followed 
a lady's advice : I think I must nave lost by the cbang^" 

•* r es," rejoined she, " you have lost much fur, and much 
embroidery ; but you look much more like a Christian.*' 

The substance of these speeches was not lost on Mary, 
who continued to mark with redoubling interest the changes 
which his countenance underwent along with uie scene* As 
the sat forward by a slight turn of her head, she coidd discern 
the smallest fluctuation of his Matures ; and they were not a 
few; for placing himself at the back df Lady Sara's diair, h« 
how leaned over wirh his soul set in his eye, watching everjr 
motion of Mr* Charles Kemble., 

Mary knew that Constantihe was a Polanderi and tho 
surmise which she had entertained of his being unfortunate^ 
received full corrolx>ration at tlie scene wherein Adalbert in 
grossly insulted by the rich merchant ; during the whole of 
which, she scarcely dared trust her eyes towards his flushed 
and agitated face. 

The interview between Adelbert and Leopold commenced ; 
when the former was describing his country's miseries with 
his own, Thaddeus, unable to bea^ it longer, unobserved by 
any but Mary, drew back into the box. In a moment or two, 
Mr. Charles Kemble made the foUowiog rvply to an obs^ra- 
tkm of Leopold's that poverty is no dialiODOur. 

<< Certainly none to me! To Polend, to my strtiajlag 
country, I sacrificed my wealth as I would have sacrificM mj 
life, if she had required it. My country is no Wof ; md w» 
are wanderers on a burth^oed earth, fiadh)^ no refage but m 
the haarta of tlie homaoe and virtQeus." . 

The putim and fete of theM words ooold not ftil of 
rtMcfev the ears at Thaddeus* Mary's aOcationa lbQ0«^ 
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'tliein to their object, by the heaving of whose breast, she 
plainly discovered the ang;uish of their effect. Her pitying 
heart fluttered. How willingly would she have approached 
him and said something of sympathy, or consolation ! but she 
might not : and she turned away her tearful eye, and looked 
again on the stage. 

Lady Sara now stood up ; hanging over Mary's chstir, she 
listened with congenial emotions to the scene between Adel- 
bert and the innocent Rose. Lady Sara felt it all in her own 
'bosom ; and looking roimd to catch what was passing in the 
Count's mind, she &held him leaning against a corner of the 
t)0Z with his head inclined to the curtain of the door. 

''Mr. Constantine !*' almost unconsciously escaped her lips. 
He started up immediately, and discoverea, by the humidity 
of his eyes, why he had withdirawn. Hef Ladyship's tears 
were gliding down her cheeks. Miss Egerton, greatfy amaz- 
ed at the ominess of the scene, turned to Miss Beaufort, who 
a moment before having causht a fflispse of the Count, could 
onlysmile, and bow her head to Maria's observation. 

Who is there that can enter into the bitterness of the heart ! 
Who participate in that joy, which dissolves and rarifies man 
to t!be essence of heaven? Soul must mingle with soul, and 
the invisible language of the spirit must speak, before this 
can be eomprehended. 

Mary, wno felt ready to suffocate with emotion' which she 
replied from her eyes, gladly affected to be absorbed in the 
business of the stage, (not one object of which she now saw,) 
and with breathless attention, lost not one sofl whisper, whidb 
Lady Sara poured into the ear of Thaddeus. 
' ** Whyt*' asked her Ladyship, in a tremulous and low 
yoice. " why should we seek ideal miseries, when those of our 
Own hearts are beyond alleviation. Happy Rose ?" sighed 
&er Ladyship. ** Uonstantine,'* continuea she, *' do not yott 
think Aaelbert eonsoled at least by the af^ctions of that love- 
IJr woman ?•• 

Like Miss Beaufort, Constantine had hitherto rej^ied oiily 
Ynth bows. 

"Come," added Lady Sara, laying her soft hand on his 
arm, and regarding him with a tenderness so unequivocal that 




f have t^e carft'of this party; ancfl must not allow our otUv 
btaa to be so melancholy.^ 
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"I b«^ your pardon, Lady Sara," returned hiC, in gratitude 
to her kind commisseration, pressing the hand that yet rested 
on his arm, '^ I am not very welL f wish I had not seen this 
play!" 

Lady Sara sunk into the seat from whence she had arisen. 
He had never before taken her hand, except when assisting 
her to her carriage : this pressure shook her very soul, and 
awakened hopes which rendered her for a moment incapable 
of sustaining herself^ or of venturing a reply. 

There was 8(Hnething in the tones of Lady Sarahs voice 
and in hsse manner far more expressive than her words ; a 
mutusd siffh which breathed from her Ladyship^s bosom, and 
• that of Thaddeus, as they sat down, made a cold shiver nm 
from tlie head to the foot of Miss Beaufort The surprise 
that Mary felt at the meaning of this emotion caused a secoinl 
tremor^ and with a palpitating heart, she asked herself a few 
questions. 

Could this interesting young man, whom every person of 
sense appeared to esteem and respect, could he sully his vir- 
tues by participating in a passion with a xnanied woman 7 
No : it was impossible. 

Notwithstanding this decision, she determined to observe 
ikim narrowly ; and be well convinced of his worth before she 
permitted him to augment the share of regard which he al- 
ready possessed in her bosom. 

Witn her head full of these reflections, she awcdted the 
fiurce, without observing when it appeared. Indeed none pre- 
sent knfew any thing bSqxxI this piece (to see which they had 
professedly come to the theatre) excepting Miss Egerton, 
whose ever merry spirits had enjoyed trie humour of ToUvn 
in the play, and now laughed heartly, though unaccompanied, 
through tne ridiculous whims of the farce. 

Nothing that passed could totally disenpge the mind of the 
€k>unt from those remembrances which the recent drama had 
awakened. When the melting voice of Lady Sara, in whisp- 
ers tried to recall his attention, by a start only he evinced 
his recolketion of not being alone. However he f^ltxhe kind- 
ness of her motive ; and exerted himself: by the time that 
the curtain dropt, he had so fiir rallied his spirits as to attend 
to the civility of seeing the ladies safe out of the theatre.^ 

Miss Egerton laughing as he assisted her into the carriage 
said, *'I verily believe, Mr. Constantine, had I glanced round 
during the play, I should have seen as pretty a lachrymal 
Meae between ypu and Lady Sara, as any on the stage. I 
won't have this flirting? I declare I will tell Captain Roos." 
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She eontinued talking ! but he, turning abcMt to ctSbt hit aer* 
▼kea to MiBS Beaufort, heard no more. 

Mim Beaufort felt strangely; siie felt cold aaacl reserved; 
and unde8ig;nedly, she appeared what she felt. There was •; 
grave dimity in her air, accompanied with a oollectedness and 
stillness m her before animated countenance, which astonish- 
ed and chilled Thaddeus, though she bowed her head, and gave 
him her hand to put her into the coach. 

In their way home, Miss Eeerton ran orer the merits of the 
play and &rce; rallied Thaddeus on the **taU Pofo," whidi 
she t^eatened ahould.be his epithet whenever he offended her ; 
and then flying from subject to subject, talked herself and her 
hearers so veary. that they mutually rejoked when the car- 
riage stopped in Grosvenor-^lace*. 

After they had severally paid their respects to Lady Tine- 
mouth, who, being incfisposed, was l3ring along the aofe, shede- 
aired Thaddeus to draw a chair near to her. 

" I wTant to learn said she, what you thaSk of our Khglish 
theatre? 

*' Prythee, don't ask him !** cried Miss Egerton, pourineoiit 
a glass of wine, ** we have seen a tremendous brother Pole of 
his, who I believe has * hopptd off,' with all his spirits ! why he 
has been lookiiji^ as rueful as a half drowned man all the 
night ; and for Lady Sara, and 1 could swear Miss Beaufort 
too, the^ have been two Niobes, * aU tearaJ So eood folks, 1 
must drink better health to you to save mypelf from the va 
pours." 

*' What is all this Mr. Constantine?*^ asked the CounCess, 
addressing Thaddeus, whose eyes were now fined with grate- 
ful surprise on the nuahing though displeased fiuse of Miss 
Beaufort, 

"My weakness," replied he, sighing, and turning to her 
ladyship : " The play relates to a native of Poland ; one, who 
like myself, an exile in a strange land, is subjected to sofferw 
iiifis and contumelies, which the bravest spirits may find haotl 
to Dear. Any man ma^ combat misery : but even the most 
intrepid will shrink from insult This I believe is thesamof the 
story. Its resemblance, in some points to my own, aiTeeted me ; 
and** added he, looking gratefully at Lady Sans and timidly: 
towards Miss Beaufort; "if these ladies have sympathised 
with feelings, which I strove, but could not entirely conceal, I 
owe to it, the sweetest consolation that is now ia the power of 
flite to bestow !" 

''Poor CSonstanttnet" eried Maria Egerton, patting his head 
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with one hand, whilst with the other she wiped a tear from 
her always smiling eye, ** forgive me if I have hurf you. I 
like you vastly, thousfa I must now and then lauj^ at you, 
you Know hate dismais ; so let this tune enliven us all ;*' and 
lying to herpiano, she played and sung two or three merry 
airs, till the C^Mintess commanded her back to supper. 

At this most sociable repast of the whole day, cheerfulness 
seemed again to disperse tne gloom that threatened the eircle. 
Thaddeus set the example. His unrestrained and elegant 
eonversation aoqwoed renewed interest from the anguish he 
ted drircB back to his heart; like other beds ^trough which 
a stream flows, it imparted an undescribable touching;ne£s and 
poiraaacy to his sentiments and manner. 

Mary now beheld him in his real character. Unmolested 
by the naughty presence of Miss Dundas, he became unreserv- 
so, intelligent, and enchanting. He was master of every sub- 

t ; and dieeoursed on all with a grace which corroboraied 

r wMng virioMf thai he was some arch angel ruined. 

With the increase of Miss Beaufort's admiration of the 
Count's fine talents, she gradually lost the recollection of what 
had oociqHed her mind relative to Lady Sara ; and her own 
beaulifid countenance dilatine into confidence and delight, the 
evening passed away with pleasure, txU the little party sepa- 
rated for their sereral homes. 

Lady Tinemouth and Maria were fascinated by the lovely 
Mbs tfeauforC Miss Beaufort was equally pleased with the 
Countess and her firiend ; but when she thought on Thaddeu% 
she was surprised, interested, charmed. 

Lady Sara Rooe's reflections, were not less flatterixis ; she 
dwelt with redoubled passion on that look fi'om the Count's 
eyes, that tcmch of his hand which she thought were signs of 
a reciprocal flame« Both actions were forgotten by him the 
mcmeat Asy ware committed ; yet he was not ungrateful ; 
hut whilst he acknowledged her attentions, and assented to th^ 
kvyeliness of her form, he felt that she would lead him to the 
Inrink of a precipuce, where, if he (qU^ ha must sink to a depth, 
never to rise again. 

He sought a lefuga from sudi dangeroua meditations, in the 
idea of the ingenuous Mary, on whose modest countenance, 
yutue seemed to have set her seal. Whilst thus recollecting 
the pitying kindness of her voice and looks, his heart owned 
the empire of purity and in the contmnplation of her unaifect- 
ed excellence, he soon forgot the witcbenes of Lady Sara ^nd 
kerioye. 

r«t. XT. CS 
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CHAPTSB XX» 

^BXt morning when Thaddeut, aoeofding^ to eastom, ap» 
proaohed tiie general's bed to give htm hiB coffee, he mood 
nim feverish, and his intellects more than usually misetUed. 
' The Count awaited with anxiety the anival m tha benevo- 
lent Cavendish, whmn he expected: and when he appeared^ 
he expressed his increased alarm. Dr. CaTSodish havuiff felt 
the patient^s pulse, expressed a wish that he could be incmeedl 
ta take a little exercise. Thaddeus had often uiiged this lie* 
cessity to his friend ; and having met with constant refusaisy 
he hopelessly repeated the entreaty now, when to his surprise 
and satisfaction, the old man instantly consented. 

Having seen him comfortably dressed (for the Count attend- 
ed to these minutia with the care of a son) die doctor said they 
must ride with him to Hyde Park, where he would put them 
out to walk till he had performed a visit to a sick person in 
PiccadiUy, after which he would return and take them home. 

The ^neral not only expressed pleasure at Uie drive ; but 
as the air felt warm and balmy (it oeing about the b^g^nning 
of Jfine,) made no objectiofi to the -propoaeA walk. 

He admired the Park, the Serpentine river, the cottage on 
its bank, and seemed highly diveKed by the horsemen and 
carriages in the ring. The pertineney of his remarks, affi>rd« 
ing l^addeus a rav of hope that his senses had not entifoly 
lost their union with reason, be was contemplating with awak« 
^ned confidence what might be the happy efl^ts of constant 
•xercise, when the general's complaints of weariness obliged 
him to stop near Piccadilly gate, aikl await the arrival of the 
doctor's coach. 

He was standing a^nst the cailine, supporting Boisou i 
and, with his hat in his hand, shading nis mead's fiuce froni 
the sun; when two or three carriages drivinr in he met the 
eyes ot Miss Euphemia Dundas! who, puTlinff the dbeck 
string, cried out, " Bless me Mr. Cpnstantine ! ^o expected 
to see you here? Why your note told us that you were con- 
fined with a sick friend.** 

Thaddeus bowed to her, and still sustaining tha debilitated 
frame of the general on his arm, advaneed to the side of the 
eoach. Mas Seauibrt now looked out, and ezprsssed a hope 
that his invalid was better. 

" This is tha finend I mentioned." said tKe Coiait funun^ hii 
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wftMtKi Osb imid tecnrM of Bbteoo: «htt pkyMan haring 
«rdtt«d him to walk, I accompanied him here.** 

^ Dear me t how ill you look sir," cried Euphemia, address- 
ing the poor invalid ; ^ but jou are attended by a kind frSencL'* 

** My dear l<Md !** exdeumed the old man, npi regarding 
what she said, ** I must go home ; call the carriage, you know 
I am Wanted." 

Em^emia was again opening her mouth to s^k but Miss 
Beattrart perceiTin^ a look of distress in the expresciye fea- 
tures of Mr. GonsUtntine^ interrupted her by sajring, ^'GkxNi 
momuBg Mr. Oonstantine ; I know we detain you and oppress 
that gefltleman, ^hose pardon we ought to beg.'* She bowed 
Ker headi with an expression of repectftd commiaseration 
beaming from here yes mpon the general, whose white hairs 
were blowing about nis face as he attempted to puU the Count 
back to the pathway. 

** My friend cannot thank you, kind Miss Beaufort,** cried 
Thadcleus, with a look of gratitude, that made her bbish, 
"but I do from my heart.** 

" Here it is I pray my lord come along ?'* cried Butzou : 
Thaddeus seeing that tnis information was right, bowed to 
the ladies ; and their carriage drove off. 

Though the wheels of I^y £)undas*s ooach rolled away 
from the retreating figures of Thaddeus and his friend, tlie 
images of bo^ occupied the meditations of Euphemia and 
Miss Besnxfort, whikt Ute^ihtete, and ixv silence, they made the 
circuit of the park. 

When the carriage again passed the spot on which the sub- 
ject of their thoughts had stood. Mary almost machanically, 
looked out of the window towards the gate. 

" Is he gone yet ?" aedced Euphemia, sighing deeply. 

Mary drew m her head with the quicknesi of conscious 
gmlt : and whila a color stamed her face, that, of itself might 
have betrayed her preraricatiott. she asked,. ** who ?»* 
- ** Mr. Oonstantine.^ replied ESaphemia, with a second sigh. 
•• Did you remark, Mary, how gracefully he supported that 
sick old gentleman! w as it not the personificaUon of youth 
uphoUling the fainting steps of age ! He put me in mind of 
the charming young prince, whose name I forget, leading the 
dd Belisariup.*' 

" You are an enthiwiast, Euohemia !** returned Mary striving 
fo smile, and wondering wioiin herself, what could be the 
meaning of those appellatiooB with which the old man had 
addresM Thaddeus. 
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f So an t0U me,'* rtfilied Eaphomiat ''So aD mj-^o 
neither^ possess the sensibility nor the candor ta aUofw, that 
greai merit may exist without bein^ associated with great 
rank. " Yet,** cried the little beauty m a more animated l^jtte, 
'*I have my doubts, Mary, of hu beings what he seems. 
Did you observe the sick gentleman call him my lord V^ 

^'Idid," returned Mary,** and I W(ts not surprised^ SvKhmflm- 
ners as Mr. Constantine's are dot to be SKsquired in a cottage." 

« Dear, dear Mnry ;" cried Euphemia, flinging her ivory 
arms round her necJE ; how I love you for these words $ you 
are generooB^ you thindt nobly, and I n» loiwer hesitate to— lo*' 
and, breaking ofi^ she hid herself in Miss beaufort's boaom« 

Mary's heart tlut>bbed, her cheeks grew pale, and she felt a 
secret wish to stop the tide of Miss Dundas's coniidence. 

*' Dear Euphemia,*' answered she, your regard for this in- 
teresting exile is very praisewortliy.-T-But beware of '» 

she hesitated ': a conscious twitch m her own breast, stayed 
the waminjg that was rising to her tongue ; ajid blushing at a 
motive which she could not at the instant assign to friendship, 
selfishness, or envy, she touched the cheek of Euphemia with 
her quivermg lips. 

Euphemia had finished tlie s^dtence for her, and raismg her 
head, exclaimed : " What should I fear in esteeming Mr. 
Constantine? Is he not the most captivating creature m the 
world 7 And for his beauty & Oh, Mary, he is so beautiful that 
when the library is filled with the handsomest men about 
town, the moment Constantine enters, their reign is over. 
I compare them with Ids godlike figure, and I feel as one look- 
ing at the sun ; all other objects appear dim and shapeless." 

^I hope," returned Mary, rubbing her forehead with her 
hand, her head beginning to ache strangely-, '* that Mr. Con- 
stantine does not owe your friendship to his fine person ? I 
think his mental qualities are more deserving such a gift" 

*' Don't look so severe, dear Mary!" cried Miss Dundas, 
observing that she cast down her eyes, with a contracting 
brow ; ** are you displeased with me ?" 

Mary's displeasure was at the austerity of her own words, 
and not at her auditor. Raising her eyes with a smile both in 
them and on her lips, she said, " I do not mean my dear girl, 
to be severe ; but I would wish, for the honour of my sex, 
that the objeet which attract either our love or our compassion, 
should have somethiiijg more precious than mere personal 
beauty, to engage ci^ mterest." 

*'Wcll, iSual foon be satisfied t** cried Kuphamia 4a a 
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Kyer tone, as they drore through Ghnosrenor gate ; ** We all 
low that -Constantine is sensible and aoeompluhed : He 
writes poetry like an angd, both in FVenefa and Italian : I 
have hundreds of mottos composed by him; one of them, 
Mary, is on that work box I gave you yesterday ; and what is 
more, I will ask him to-moirow, why that old gentleman 
that called him my lord ? If he be alord 1" exdaimra she. 

**What then, inquired the eloquent eyes of Mary. 

** Don't look so imjiertinent my dear," cried the now ani- 
mated beauty, ** 1 positively won*t say another word to you 
to-day." 

Miss Beaufort's h^ad-adie had become so painful, that she 
&H reiiered when Euphemia ceased, and the carriage drew up 
to lady Dundas's dooK 

A night of almost unremitted sleep, performed such good 
effects on the frame and intellects of Greneral Butzou, that the 
ever anxious Tbaddeus received with pleasure the opinion of 
Dr. Cavendish, thaA he was so much better, as to allow them 
room to hope the best consequences from a constant repetition 
of the same air and exercise. — Accordingly, after tne ride 
and walk had been repeated the following dav, the Count left 
his. friend to his maps and his little Nanny, and once more took 
the way to Harley-street He fotmd only Miss Dundas and 
her sister in the study. Mary (against her will, which she 
opposed because it was her wilh had gone out a shopping 
with Miss Dorothy Somerset and lady I&ndas. 

Miss Dundas left the room the moment she had finished her 
lessons.. 

Eiiphemia, dtelighted at beins fefe-o-feff with Thaddeus, for^ 
got that she was to act the mcinating character of Madam 
3*Arblay*s heroine ; and shutting her book the instant Diana 
diuLppeared, all at once opened her attack on his confidence. 

To the eager questions, which the few words of the Gkneml 
had excited, the Count afforded no other reply, than the infor- 
mation, that this poor firlend knew not what he said, having 
been a long time in a state of mental derangement. 

This explanation caused a momentary morfifieatiott hi the 
fanciful Euphemia; but, as it was a property of her mind, to 
erect a new airy castle immediately on the sinking of the old, 
she soon rallied and embraced the simposition *' that he mi^ht be 
a duke, which is more than a lorcl!" at any rate, let mm bo 
what he would he eharmed her, and he had much ado to parry 
the increasing boldness of her speeches, without letting her 
sss that they were understood. 
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' **Yoa are very diffident, Constantine f eried ^e, lookup 
dowpf'* if I consiaer you wordiy of my friendship why should 
you make disqualifymg assertions 7" 

** Eyery man, madc^" returned Thaddeus, bowing as he ^ 
rofle from his chair, ^ must feel himself diffident of deserving ' 
the honour of your notice/' 

" There is no man living," replied she, blushing ^ to ivhom 
I would offer my friendship but yourself" 

Thaddeus bit his lip f ae knew not what to answer : bow- 
ing a second time he stretched out his hand, and drew his hat 
towards him. Euphemia's eyes followed the movement, 

"•-You are in a prodigious naste Mr, Constantine l" 

^1 feel that I intrude madam : and I have promised to be 
with my sick friend at an early hour." 

" Well you may go, since you are obliged ;" i^etumed the 

Eetty Eupkemia, raising up and smiling sweetly as she laid oda 
nd on his arm^ and put the other into her tucker ; she drew 
out a little white leather souvenir, maked with words, * Twr 
jwT Qher,^ and slipping it into his hand, " there, reGeive* that, 
Constantine ; and retain it as the first pledge of Euphemia 
I>undas*s friendship." 

Thaddeus coloured as he took it \ and again having recourse 
to the convenient reply of a bow, leCt the room overcome with 
▼exation. 

There was an indelicacy in this absolutely wooing conduct 
of Miss Euphemia that notwithstanding her beauty, and the 
aoiinesa which was its vehicle, struck him with the deepest dis> 
gust He could not trace real affection, either in her words or 
manner ; 9aA, that any woman, instigated by a mere whim, 
should Uy aside the decent reserves of her sex, and actually 
court his regard, surprised, whilst it impelled him to loathe her. 

They who adopt Euphemia's sentiments, are little aware of 
; the conclusion which society deduce from such intemperate be- 
haviour. That mistaken creature, who, either at \h& impulse 
of her own disposition, or the mandates of example, is led to 
throw die veil of modesty, literally ' forsakes the ^de of her 
youth' and leaves herself open to every attack which man can 
devise afaiost virtue. — ^3y levelling tnc barrier raised by na- 
ture she nejKelf exposes the bold of her peace \, and may find, 
too late for recovery, that what modesty has abandoned^ is not 
lone held by honoura 

Euphemia's affected attachment, suggested to the Comxt a 

. lew unpleasant recollections respecting uie fervent and unequi- 

TOcal passion of lady Sara, fliough guilty, it sprung; itoij^ a 



and its ^liation. He saw that loTe wasubt welcsomed bf 
lien (at least he tiiought so,) as a playthings but stru^Ied 
witn as a foe ; he had witnessed her tortures, lie pitied them ! 
and to tender her happy, would gladly have made any saerifice 
short of his future tranquillity. Too w«U assured or bein^ all 
the world to lady Sara ; the belief that Miss Euphemia hked 
him only from idleness, caprice and contradiction, caused him 
to rep ay her orertures with decided contempt. 

when he arrived at home, he threw the poeket-bocdc whom 
unambi^ous motto made him laueh at her and himself^ into a 
drawer, and looking round his humble itxxn, whose wicker 
chairs, oildothed floor, and uncurtained windows, announced 
any thing but splendour ; **^ Poor Euphemia !" thought be, 
**how would you be dismayed, were the indigent Constantine 
really to take you at your word, and bring you home to-sueh 
a cheerless inlntation !" 

The repetition of the late scene, which was communieated 
to Miss Beaufort from Euphemia, failed in producing a similar 
dlect on her. 

Mary could discover no reason why the oM gentleman's 
mental derangement shouki dignify his friend wi& titles that 
he had never borne, t^e remarked, that' his answer to 
Euphemia appeared evasive; she remembered his em^tien 
anil apok>gy on seeing Mr. C. Kemble in Jjddberi ; and uniting^ 
with these facts, his manners, and acquirements, so far beyond 
the charges of vulgar education, that she eould retain n^ 
doubt of his being at least well horn. 

This mysterious Constantine, occupied her hourly thoughts 
daring the space of two months; in which time, she had fuU 
opportimity to learn much of a Aaracter with whom she had 
associated almost every day. At lady Tinemouth's {one of 
whose evening guests uie frequently became) she beheld him 
disrobed of that armour of reserve which was his best re* 
pellant aeainst the rude attacks in Harley-street. 

In the nouse of the Countess, Mary saw him welcomed Iflie 
a certain idolized bemg, before whose cheering influence, afi 
frowns and clouds must disappear. When n& entered, the 
mile resumed its seat on the languid features of lady Tine-' 
mouth ! Miss Egertons's eye, lighted up to keener arc^ess f 
lady Sara's voluptuous orbs floated in pleasure ; and for Mar^ 
herself, her breast heaVed, her dieeks^ ^owed, her hiind 
tnsnbled. a quick -sigh escaped her bosom ; add'^^lst tk^'rt^ 
maiiied m ms presenoe» she belieted that hafi^MM hMlttfU 
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and prats upon Um heart. 

Mary, wno questioned the cause of these tremon on har 
|»iUow^ bedewea it with deUciotis thoog^ hitter teai% when m 
<daimed soul whimpered that she felt for this amiable fiMrmgnar* 
*• mnmthiini^ tkmi/ritndahip dearerj* 

'* Ah 1 is It oome to this ?" cried sheu pressing down her si^ 
turated eyelids 'with her hand, *'am i at last to love Ji maj|» 
who, perhaps nerer casts a thought on me 1 Qow deapicabW 
shall I become in my own eyes I" 

The pride of woman, puts this charge to her taken heart : 
that heart that sq^ms tempered of the purest day, and wanned 
with the fire>of heaven ; that tender and disinterested hearty 
VMkes as its appeal— *^What is love 7 is it not an admiration 
of all that is beautiful in nature and moralitjr 7 Is it mH a 
wiion jof loveliness with truth? Is it not a passion wfaoee sola 
object is the rapture of contemplating the supreme beau^of 
llus eombined character 7 

"Where then,'' cried the enthusiastic Mary, wiping the 
tears from her cheek, ''where is the shame that can be 
annexed to my loving Constantiae 7 If it be honourable to 
love delineated excellence ; it must be ec^ually so, to love ii 
when embodied in a huroap shape. Such it is in Oonstantine : 
and if love be the reflected light of virtue, I may ^ease to 
arraign mysei(^ of what I otherwise would have scorned. 
Therefore, Constantino," cried she, raiung her claned hands* 
whilst renewed tears streamed over her face, '* I will love thee : 
I will pray for thy happinesaj, though its partner i^<Hdd be 
£uphemia Dundas !" 

Mary* s eager imagination would not aUow her to perceive 
those obstacles, in the shape of pride and prudence, which 
would stand in the way of his obtaininjg^ Euphemia's hand; 
its light, showed to her only a rival, in the person of the htUe 
beauty ; from whose direct confidence she afterwai-ds retreated 
with abhorrence. 

Had Euphemia been more deserving of ConstanUne, Miss 
Beaulbrt believed she would have felt less reluctant to hear 
Ihat she also loved him. But Mary could not avoid seeiqgi 
that Miss Eu phemi a Dundas possessed little to ensure comfor^. 
if mere beauty and accidental flight of good humour, were no^ 
admitted into the scale. She was weak in understanding^ 
limid of priacijile» absurd in almost every sentiment she 
•4pP«m1s «das ^ love, true, dignified, refie^ctoblelQnrabshe 
JM¥lit»ttu«««rtlM Acting. 
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•' WiuiitJMMBBeawfort inegUttcd<iii thbmwy ielwdA df 

hec riyal's merits, the probability that ercn bimJi a* man as Co»> 
atatitine^ might saGriice kimsdf to iatterf and splendour, 
atoac her to the sottl. 

- The more she rdlected cm it, the mere she coaeeiTed it likdy. 
Enph^mia was considered a beauty of the da3r ; her affMtataOB 
«f refined srottinedses pleased many, and migfht chann CkN^ 
lailntinifi : we was mistress of fifty tnonsand pounds ; and did 
iMt esteenk it necessary to conceal from her favorite, the empiit 
he had acquired. Perhaps there waageneroatty in this open* 
ziBsa ; if 90, what mi^ht it not effect on a ^tefiil diapontion ? 
jr^ rntfaer, (her mortified heart murmured m the words of her 
au&t Dorothy ;) How might it not operate on the mind of one 
•f that sex, wluch at best, is equally moved by capriee, as 
wiittn^iftf 

Mary blushed at the appropiiadon of this opinion ; and 
anery with herself for the mjustiee whieh a hirluag jealousy 
had mduoed her to throw on Oonstatitine^ noble natum, slw 
nsolved, whatever were her ■struggies, to pronKite his happi» 
■ess lo the utmost of her power. 

The MiEt morninc, when Miss Beaufbrt opened the study 
door, she iccind Mr.' Constantine at his station, literal^ baitoa 
between Miss Dnndas and her honourable lorer. At sudi 
annents, Mary always appieared the kindest of the kinA 
flhe loved to see Constantine smile ; and, whenever she could 
firoAioe that effect by turning^ the spleen of these polite sneerers 
KgBMist themselves, the smiles which entered her neart afibrdad 
a ninquet for ho«urs after his -departure. 

Mary drew out her work (wbich was a purse that lAe was 
netting for lady Tinemouth) and taking a seat beside Thadr> 
dein, strove^ along with Eo^henna, to occupy his attentioQ 
entirely, that he might not catch eVen cme ot those insolent 
glaneeSy which were pasaog from Lasc^es, and a new allyv 
ivikom he had obtained in the pretty lady Villers. 

This lad^ seemed to take ertreme pleaaune in accosting 

Thaddeus by the appdlation of " friend, my ffood man, Ms. 

irhftt's your name V^ and similar squibs of insult, with whiefc 

the proroerous assail the unforttmate. Such random shots 

often tnmet the most galling wounds. However, friend, my 

gpad molt, mfd Mr. iehaPswur fMinc, disappointed this lady's 

mbM art^ery of effect. He seemed invufaierable, both to nor 

tnsalfince, and to her affectation ; for to be admired by oven 

Miss Dundas's contemned tutor, was not to bo dospoMdj 
though at the vary moinent she aupnowd har hnvfhtartt *ad 

r3.iLD 
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'impresBe^ bim with m Btaaat of his mm taettaami and m li%k 
-cDiKiepuoii of her dignity; 

^w Jumped about ihe Doom ; nrnmned infhtitine ain, P^J^ 
ed with Euphemia's lajMiog, fondled it, seated herself on tM 
4|b0lP, and swept the no(R> with her'^fine iaxen tr e ssoa j bat 
•he perferraed the whole roatine of capcimtion in vaia : Th«'* 
ileus leeollected having seen this pretty foil grown baby, Ik 
bar- appropriate chan^ter of a profligate win, pawniag hsr 
own and her husbancPa property ; he remembered this, aad 
the united shafts of bar charais and folly, fell unnoticed ta 
thegrouniiL 

When Thaddeus took his letcnu Miss Beanibrt, as was her 
^nstORi^ retired for an hour to read in her dressing room, be* 
^ Yia she directed her attentiofi to the toilet. She opened a 

x>k, and ran over a few pages of Lord St. Albin I but hla 
i«dB(ininfl[ was too abstracted for her present frame of nund, 
and ^e direw the volume down. 

She dipped a pea in the ink-stand. Being a letter in debt 
to her euazdian, she thought tiie oould defniy it now. ^w 
accomplished *' Dear Sir," and atofmed. Whilst she rested ott 
%er alboiiAr, «nd heedless of what she was doing, she Ut the 
fcathsr nCherquili to piaoes, no other idea offered itself than 
Ihe fig[ttre of Tnaddeus^ sittmg 'veaerc in ymdhj^ bemitfP She 
iatwhim suirdandcd b]^ those oontumehes which the unwoib 
Illy bestow on the merit they can neithmr emulate or overlook 

ITneasy with herself she pushed the table away ; and lean- 
ing': her chaak on her arm gazed on the rainbow variecies of 
a oeautiful pot of flowers which occupied die flie placa» 
Sfeff ^fiiair gay polonrs appeared to fade oefiire her sight, and 
pmsent to h^ vacant eye the form of Thaddeus, with tha 
malanaholy: air thatshaded his movements. She turned rounds 
but could not disengage herself from the spirit that was with* 
ia her ; hie half siqojKesaed sighs, seemed yet to thrill in her 
ear, and weigh on her heart. 

' ^ Excellent yoang man !" cried she, startine au *^ Why are 
yott so wretched ? 1 Lady Tinemouth, why have you tola 
■M so much of his virtues? Why have I convinced myself 
that what you said is true ? Oh ! why was I formed to loaa 
fixperior goodness?'' The natural reply to these self-dB« 
mcmded questions, suggesting itself she assented with a tear 
to the' whisperings of her feelings, that when^iididosophf 
arould banish the aff^ctiops it is capable of filling the place. 
; -'She rung the bell -fur the maid. 
''^^JJaTrtMaVwfao dinos* with Lady Daadaa UMlay ?** 
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• « I believe Ma'am,'^ replied the girl, ** Mr. LasceBea, L«dy 
Villiers, and the Marquis of Elsmere." 

**l detest them all Uiree !" cried Mary, with a petulanee to 
which she was little liable ; *< dress me how yon like, I am 
indifferent to my appearaace." 

Marshal obeyed the commands of her lady who bent her 
sves OB a little rolmnne of poems written by £^nerton3rid^es, 
tul her maid having; fixed the last pearl comb m hcrbeautifiil 
hair, eselaimed, ** utar Ma'am you are so pale to day I shall 
1 put on the least bit of rouge ?** ^ 

''No," returned Mary, glancing a k)o]t over her languid 
futures, ''no, Marshal, I appear as well as I desire. Anr 
chance of passing unnoticea in company I desnise is wortk 
retaining. No one will be here this evening tnat I eare to 
please.'' 

_ She was mistaken ; other company had been invited be- 
side whom the maid had mentioned ; and Miss Beaufort crrn- 
tiiMied from seven o'clock till ten, the period at which the ladies 
1^ the taUe, annoyed to death by the insipid and pert codw 
plinients of the men. 

Sick eC their subjeetless and dragging conversation, sha 
gladly foUowed lady Dundas to the drawing-room; where- 
OT)€Sung her netting case, she took her station beneath one 'of 
tne lustres in a remote comer, hoping to find a retreat from 
llie senseless nonsense of her ladyship's guests. 

After half an hour had elapsed, tlie ^ntlemoi fi^om below, 
•raited by fresh company, thronged m fast; and, notwitii- 
ttanding it was styled a family party. Miss Beaufort saw 
many sttaage ftces, among whom she observed an old cler- 
Cyman who was looking about for a chair. Tlie yawning . 
Casoelles threw himself tdong tj^ only vacant sofa, just as the 
gentleman approached. 

Miss Beaulbrt immediately resispied her place, and was 
mowing <m to another room, when we oojEcomo spntiging trp, 
begged permisskm to admire her work, and taking it frem her» 
porsued her, twisting the purse into a rope round his fingers^ 
itelaring how pretty it was, wlulst he thrust (in his own 
opinion) his pretty hand into her eyes. 

Mary walked forward, smiKng with eontenipt, tfll they 
feaehea the painted saloon j where the Miss Dundases wer<r 
Aosely engaged in conversation with the Marquis of Stomerew 

Lasoelles, who trembled for his Qolconda, at this sight 
stepped briskly up. Mnnr, who did ni%t wish to lose si^ht of 
het pur^ whiie in the }%>wer of sucb a TyHhar^ fhHe\^^liliii^ 
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Hid l^laoed H«rfelf ageunftt (be arm of tbe abik on wUch A»> 
phemia sat. 

Laaoelles now bowed hia seented locks to Diana in vaiiL 
Lord Elsmere was describing the heat at Newmarket, ana 
the attention of neither lady could be drawn aside. 

The beau became so irritated by the perfect n^lect of 
Euphemia, and so nettled at her sister's OYerlooking haa, thai 
assuming a gay air he struck Miss Dundas*8 arm a smart 
stroke with Miss Beaufort's purse ; and laughing to show tha 
strong opposition between his broad white teeth, and tha 
miserable moutk of his lordly rival ; hoped to alarm him by 
his familiarity, and to obtain a triumph over tha ladie* hf 
degrading them in the oyes of the peer. 

''Misi Dundas," demanded he, ''who the devil was that 
your sister walked with the other daiy in Portland place 7" 
• ''Mel" cried Euphemia, surprised!. 

''Aye," returned ne, I was crossing Waymouth street, when 
I perceiTcu yod accost a Strang UK>king man. You may. 
ivmember, you sauntered with him as fiur as William Miller's^. 
I would hare joined you, but seeing the family standing in th* 
baleony, I did not choose them to suppose, that ]ierhaps f 
broud^t you Into such low compciny 7 

"Who was it, Euphemia?'' inquired Miss Dundas in a 
•erere tone. 

"I wonder he aiTeets to be ignorant," answered her sister 
•Dgrily, "he knows very well it ¥ras only Mr. Constantine." 

"And who is Mr. Constantine 7" demanded the marquis. 
Mr. LaaoeHes shrugged his shoulders. 

" E*flutk my loro a fellow that nobody knows ; a teacbor^ 
of languages, giving himself the air of a prince. A writer of 
poetry ; and a man who will draw you, your house and dogs« 
if you will pay him for it" 

Mary's heart swelled. 

" Wnat, a Freneh emigrant?" drawled his lordship^ drofh 
ping his lips ; " and the lonely Euphemia wiabes to soothe m 

ttMTOWl." 

"No^ my lord," stanmiered Euphemia, " be ia~4ka m 

** What!" interrupted Laseelles, with a malicious grin, " a 
wandering beggar ; that thrusts himsnlf into society, whieh 
may some day repay his insolence with chastisement ! For, 
dioae who encouraee him, they had better beware of being 
ieovited by the workL I understand that his chief proiectreii 
m Imdy Tinemouth : and by the way of an aujtiliary, Ijady 



niMtus ov wjagi.tr. M 

ltoo9«?iBQW thai idle k not quke ineoiifoUblt «t Uw 4b* 
feflRce of hor husband." 

A^ry, pale and tremMing at th^ scandal his last words 
Would have iBsiauated) had opened her lips to speak, when 
Miss DUD^ (whose anery eves darted from her sister to her 
lover) exclaimed, '* Mr. LasceUes I know not what you meanu 
The subject you have taken up, is below my discussion ; yet, 
I must confess, if Euphemia ever has disgraced herself -ao far 
as to be seen walking with a school-master, she deserves idl 
you have aaid*" 

** And why mifht I not walk with him, sister?'* asked the 
poor culorit,. suddenly reeoverinsfrom her confusion, and look- 
ag partly up, ** who knew that he was not a gentleman V* 

** Every body, ma'am,'' interrupted Lascelles; *f.and when a 
young woman'of &shion condescends to be seen equalizing her- 
self with any creature depending on his wits fSor support, die 
IB very likely to incur the contempt of her acquaintance, and 
censure of her friends." 

** She is^ Sir," said Mary, holding down her indignant heart, 
lu)d forcinff her countenance to appear serene ; ** for she ought 
to know, tnat those men o{ fashion, who have no wits either to 
be their support or ornament, if they did not proscribe talent 
from their eunde, nuvt sooft find ' tbt p'eaier glory dim the Us$,^ '* 

^ True madam,*' cried Lord Berrmgton, who, having enter* 
ed during the contest, had stood unobserved till this moment ; 
** aifd tbAt gokl and title, will prove mere dross and bubble, 
when struck by the Ithurial touch of Grenius." 

Mary turned round at the sound of his philanthropic voice, and 
gpve hun one of those glances which go unmediatefv to the soul. 

"Come, Miss Beambrt,." cried he taking her nand, "I see 
the youzig. musician, yonder, who has ao recently astonished 
the public I believe ne is going to sin^. Let uis leave this iU 
aatured corner, and seek hannony by his side." 

Mary obeyed the impulse of his arm, and seating herself a 
few paces on the musical party, Beirington took his station 
behind her chair. 

When the finest and most melting voice in the world, had 
ceased the last stanza oC ^ From aStdea of night ;" Mary's 
eyes fUU of admiration, and a feeling which vapid association,- 
renderod more intense, remained fixed on the singer : Lor(( 
Berrington smiled at the vivid expression of her countenance ; 
ftnd. as the inimitable Brahazp moved from the instrument, • 
ttxdaimed. — ^'^ Come, come Miss Beaufi>rt I won't allow that 
OTj^an boyto mn away with all your attention; listen to my 

Tot. J7. D « 
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monta Do you know, if it wen ifbt fbr my tknel]rl^MN% 
litde Lascelles would grow the most insuperable gofledp about 
town ? There is not a match, nor a divorce near St. James's 
of which he cannot repeat to you all the whys and wherefor^ 
I call him Sir Benjamm Backbite ; and I believe he hates me 
worse than the devil." 

** Such a man's dislike, rejoined Mary, **is the hiehest en- 
comium he can bestow. I never yet heard him speak well of 
a person that did not resemble himself.** 

"And he is not consistently generous even there," resumed' 
dte Viscount ; " I am not sure, that I have always heard him 
speak in the gentlest terms of Miss Dundas. Yet on this t6* 
pic, I cannot quite blame him ; for on my honor she provoke 
me beyond any woman I know." 

•♦Many women," replied Mary smiling, "would esteem that 
S Hattennff instance of power." 

•* And lie every Uiing that flatters," returned he, " it wookt 
tell a falsehood. A shrew can provoke the man who detests 
her. And for Miss Dundas," continued he, '* notwithstanding 
her parade of learning, her judgment has not been taught t^ 
6eaae n^htly ; consequently she generally espouses the wrong 
side of the argument ; and I am with somebouy whose name 
t have forgotten ; that any who knows Diana £)anda8, never 
need be at a loss for a woman to call impertinent." 

** You are not usually so severe my lord." 

*'I am not ususdly so severe. Miss Beaufort," answered he,, 
< but I see that you think for yourself; therefore I moke no^ 
hesitation in speaking what I tnink — to you." 

Mary bowed her head. Lady Dundas that moment bedCF 
oned hun across the room. She compelled him to sit down to 
whist. He cast a rueful glance at Mary, and took a seat op- 
posite his costly partner. • ^ 

"That is a very worthy young man," observed the oW 
clergyman, to whom Miss Beaufort, at the beginning of the 
evening had resigned her chair ; " I presume metdam, you have 
been honouring nim with your conversation." 

"Yes," returned Mary, noticing the benign countenance of 
the venerable sneaker: **I have not had tJie pleasure of long- 
knowing Lord Bcrrington, but what I have seen of lus cb&r-' 
acter is nig^hl^ to his advantage." 

" I was intimate in his father's house for years,* rejoined 
the gentleman ; " I knew his lordship from a boy. If he have 
ftiuli^ he owes them to his mother, who doated on him, and 
nXobt dii^cted hk cnus to th^ adomnftnt df a itelly hMUd* 
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mgnont tbso to the cultiviuioa of tfl^iitTv ^i^uoli W his 
since learnt toappedate.'' 

*' I beUeve Lord Berrington to bo very sensible, and above 
flU^ Tery btsnatae ;" returned Marv. 

"He is so," replied the old gentleman; ** yet, it was not till 
ae attained the age of twenty- two, that be appeared to know 
Aat he hed anv Siing to do in the world, betiioes dressing and 
attending on tne fair. His taste directed the first, whilst tiia 
arbonity of his disposition f aye birth to the latter.-^When 
Berrington arrived at his title, he was about five and twsntjr. 
Sorrow for the death of his amiable oarents who died in the 
same month, ofibrded him leisure to mid his reason. He dis- 
eov^effthot he had been acting a part beneath him; and he 
looa implanted on the old stock, those excellent acquiremente 
ef the mind, which you see he possesses. In spite of this re> 
generation^*' continued he, casting a good-humoui-td glance 
on the dove-coloured silk stocking;!, breeches and waistcoat ot' 
the Viscount; '*you perceive ^st impressions will remain. 
He loves dress, but he loves justice ancf philanthropy better.'' 

** This eulogy, Sir,'* said Mary, "affords nw real pleasurek 
May I know ue name of tlie gentleman with whom I have 
lUe nonour of com ersing 7" 

''My name is Blackmore,.*' returned he. 

"Pr. Blackmore?" 

**The same." 

He was the same Dr. Blackmore, whose humanity had been 
struck with the appearance of the Count Sobieski at the Horn* 
mums; and who, being a rare visitor at Lady Dundas's, had 
never, by any chance, met a second time with the object c 
.his compassion. 

" I am happy," returned Miai Qeaufort, ^ in havine the good 
fortune to meet a gentleman, of whom I have so trequently 
hwd my gucurdian express his sentiments of esteem." 

"Ah.*^ replied he; <*I have not seen him since. tte deftttief 
his lady ; I hope that he and his son are weU 1" 

"Perfectly.'' replied she. 

"You madam,! smi£K)ae are my lady's niece, MieaBeaiH 

fort?" 

«I am, Sir.'» 

''Well I r^oice at tlus incideaty" g^oiaed he, pw s ning ller 
haxulj ** I knew your moth^ when she waa^khrielygiri. Sher 
used to spend h'^r summers with the late Lady Sonmet, theA 
Miss Beai^ct, at the G«et|e> Itwa*UM»ItatihelKiDQili!or 
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** f do not remember ettx hari^ seen my modier,*^ rep%6d 
the now thouj^tful Mary. Dr. B&ckmore, obserrixig the ex* 
pntaion of her cotuitetlalicp^ smiled kindly and said, ** I fear I 
am to blame here. This is a sad way of beginning an acquaint- 
ance to which I intrdduced myself. But your goodness must 
pavdoB me," continued he, *' for I hare so long accustomed m^- 
■eif to ap^dr^ to ihem what I like, that sometimes, as in tma 
case, I imde8i^;nedly inflict pain." 

''Not in this case," returned Mary; "I shall always feel 
pieaanre in listening to a friend of my mother's and particu' 
briy ack when he speaks in her praise." 

Tfao breaking up of the card tables, prcTented any ftirther 
oomnsfaation ; and Lord Berrin^ton again approached MisB 
Beaufort, exclaimed, as he perceived her comparion, '^Aht my 
mod doctor; what, you have presented yourself at this fiat 
siurtne? I declare, you eccentric folks <nay dare any thin?.— 
Whilst you are free. Miss Beaufort," added he, tummg to ner. 
"adopt this bit of aame, which a good lady once gave me, and 
which I have implicitly followed, * When you aie young, get 
the ehaiacter of an oodity, and it seats you in an easy cluuf» 
fcrfift.*" 

Mary was interrupted in her reply, by a general stir amons 
the com p a n y, who, now that cards were oyer, like bees and 
warn, were swarming about the room, gathering and stinging 
as tney passed. 

^Ai two, the house was cleared ; and Mary, exhausted, threw 
hSnelf on her pilloir, to think, and dream of Thaddeus. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Ir it be true what the imna mragmationsof poets hare often 
aaaartad, t^t when the soul dreams, it is in the actual pre- 
•anoa of those beings whose imaees present themselyes to its 
alumbera, then haye the spirits of Thaddeus and Mary been 
oooanungled at the homr of midnight ; then haa the young 3o- 
bteski again yisited his distant country ; again seen it yictori^ 
OQs: again knelt before his sainted parent. 

IVom aoeh yisiotis as these, did Thaddeus awake in tk% 
vorning after hayings spent the preceding eyening with Lady 
Xinaraauth. 

Ha hMl wattBad with herladyahip in Hide-Pttrk tiO a laU 
liMir. By tha mild li|^t of the Ytiom, which shunalirig^tly 
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^jifitp^x tl^e still balmy tiir of a naidsiunmer nighty they tiwl^ 
UMir way twice along the shadowy bank of the Serpentina. 

There is a solemn appeal to the soul in the repose of nature, 
^at " makes itself be felt.'* No syllRble from either Thad- 
deus or the Countess, broke the universal silence. ThaddeuA 
^ked around on the clear ezpanse of water overshaded bV 
file long reflection of the deepening woods : then raising hie 
eyes to that beautiful planet^ which has excited the tenderesj^ 
sensations in every feeling breast, since the beginninj^ of the 
world ; he drew a deep sigh. The Countess echoed it. 

"In such a night as this,'' said Thaddeus, in' a low voiceya* 
if afraid to disturb the sleeping deity of the pjace, "I used to 
walk the ramparts of YiKanow, with my dear departed mo- 
ther, and gaze on that lovely orb ; when I was far distant from 
ber I have looked at it from the door of my tent, and, fancy- 
ing that her eves were then fixed on the same object with my 
ewn. I found happiness in the idea." 

. Tnaddeus felt a tear stealing down his cheek. That uiDoii 
yet shone brightly, but his mother's eyes were closed in the 
grave. 

" Villanov," repented the Countess in a tone of fturprise^ 
** surely that was the seat of the great Palatine of Mitsovla t 
you have discovered yourself, Constantine \ I am much ttiis*, 
taken if you be not his grandson, Thaddeus Sobieski 7" 

Thadaeus had allowed the remembrances pressine on his 
Qsind, to draw him into a speech, which he found nad4i^ 
closed to the quick apprehension of the Countess, what kif 
pride would for ever have concealed. 

" I have indeed oetrayed my secret ;" cried he incapabid ^ 
of denyiog it, " but, dear Lady Tinemouth, as you value my 
leeliogs, never let it escape your lips. Having long considerecP 
you my best friend, loved you as a parent, I forgot in the recol- 
tsctioB of my beloved mother, now no more, that J had wit^ 
held any of my history from you." 

" Gracious J^rovidence !" exclaimed her ladyship afler a 
moment's paueej in which ten thousand admiring aqd pity* 
ing reflections thronged on her mind, " Is it possil^ 7 can it 
be the Count Sobieski, that brave and illustrioVis youth of 
whom every foreigner spoke with wonder 7 Can, it be him 
Ihat I behold in the poor unfriended Constantine ?" 

" Even 80 j" returned Thaddeus, pressing her hand ; **rt\y 
country is no more. I am now forgotten by the world, as { 
'MW been by fortune. I have nothmg to do on earth, but to 
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fiiliil the few duties which friendship has enjoined ; and fhefli 
it will be indifferent to me how soon I am laid in its bosom." ' 

" You are too young dear Constantine, (for I am yet to call 
vou by that name,) to despair, of happiness being reserved 
R>r you." 

" No, my dear Lady Tinemonth, I do not cheat myself with 
such hope ; I am not so importunate with the gracious being 
vho gave me life and reason. He bestowed on me for a 
while the tenderest connexions ; a mother, a grandfather, 
friends, rank, honors, glory ; all these were crushed in the 
fall of Poland ; yet I survive. I only seek resignation and I 
have found it j it cost me many a struggle ; but the contest 
was due to the decrees of that all- wise Ca-eator, who gave my 
first years to happiness." 

, " Inestimable young man !" cried the countess, wiping the 
flowing tears from her eyes, " you teach misfortune dignity ! 
Not when all Warsaw rose in a body to thank you as one of 
its bravest deliverers, hot 'when the king received you in the 
senate with open arms ; could you have appeared to me so^ 
worthy of admiration, as at this moment, wiien conscious of 
having been all this, you submit to the bitterest storms of fate, 
because you believe them to be the will of your Maker I Ah ! 
little does Miss Beaufort think, when seated by your side, that 
«he is conversing with the very hero whom she has so oitaa 
wished to see !" 

" Miss Beaufort I" echoed Thaddeus, his heart glowhig with 
delighL " Did she ever hear of me by the name of Sobi« 
•£^?" 

"Who has not," returned the Countess, ** evenr heart that 
Wuld be interested by sufibring virtue, has heard, and must 
well remember, the calamities of your country. Whilst the 
newspapers ot the day informed us of the struggles which 
Poland made for her hberty ; they noticed amon^ the first of 
Jier champions, the Palatine of Masovia, Koeciuszko, and 
yourself Many an evening have I spent with Lady Somer- 
■et and Maiy Seau^t, lamenting the fate of that dc^voted 

Idngdom." 

During this declaration, a vanety of transporting; emotions 
agitated the mind of Thaddeus ; till recollecting with a bitter 
paD& the shameless ingratitude of Pembroke, and the cruel 
posnbiuty of being recognised by the Earl of Tinemouth as 
^is son, he exclaimed. " My dearest madam, I entreat that 
what I have revealed to you, may never be divulged ! Bfias 
BmafarVu friendship woukl indeed be happiness y but I can 
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apt imraha«e e^nen that, at tne expenie of JfMiiigi wladi aM 

iLoit Vith my Ufe." 

" How,'' cried the Connteas, ** Is not your iiaro» and all 
ha attendant ideas, an honour that the proudest man might 
boast?" 

Thaddeus pressed her ladyship's hand {^tefully to his 
heart. 

. " Tou are kind ! ver^ kind ! yet I cannot retract. Coniide 
dear Lady Tinemoutii, in the justice ofmj resolution. I ooukt 
not bear cold pity ; I could not bear ^e neartless comments 
of people, who, pretending to compassion, would load me with 
•a heavier sense of my calamities. Besides^ there are persona 
in En£;Iand, who are so much the objects of my aversicun. that 
I weiud rather die, than have them know I exist. Tnera- 
fore, on these grounds let me unplore you to keep my wth 
q»t." 

Lady Tinemouth saw by the earnestness of his mannw, 
that she ought to comply : and without ftirther hesitation, 
promised all the silence on the subject he could require. 

This long, moonlight conversation, by awakening thoaa 
dormant remembrances, which were cherished, though hiddea 
in his bosom, gave biith to an ef!brt of imagination thai 
^inted within 3ie rapid series of his tumultuous dreams, the 
images of every being whom he had ever loved, or now god- 
tinued to regard with interest. 

Proceeding next morning towards Harley-street he pon* 
dared on what had happened, and pleased that he had, thouaii 
nnpremeditatedly, paid the just compliment of his entire coA- 
dence, to the uncommon friendship of the Countess, he arriv- 
ed at Lady Oundas's door before he was sensible of the gronnd 
he had passed over ; and in a few minutes afterwards he was 
ushered into his accustomed purgatory. 

When the servant openea the study door. Miss Euphemia 
was again alone. Thaddeus recoiled, but he could not n* 
treat. 

*<Come in Mr. Constantine," cried the little beauty, iaa 
languid tone ; *' my sister has gone to the riding scho(^ with 
Mr. Lascelles. Miss Beaufort wanted me to drive out with 
her and my mother : but I nreferred waiting for you." 

TheCpunt bowed : and almost retreating wHh fear of what 
might next be said, he gladly heard a thunderine knock a( 
the door, and, a moment after the voice of Miss Dundaa a«» 
o^ding the stairs. 

tl9 hiDbd juat oponad his books, when sUt cnteitd, IbOtfwed 
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I^^hc^ lover. I^Btntin? tinder a heary riding^liabit, sh6 iang 
llirself on a sofa, and begc^n to villify " the oSiioiid heat of Pd> 
<V^ o(fi<mi place,** and teltini^ EupKemia she would pla^ 
muitit to-day, Ordered her to attend to her lessons. 

pwing. to the warmth of the weather, Thaddeus came dot 
fka hiorhing without boots ; and it Mng the firtt time that 
tha fine proportion of his limbs had been seen bj any of thi$ 
present coinpany, excepting Eimhemia^ Lascelles. bursting 
i^h a (fisdain of such insignificant distinctions^ (which h« 
troTild not call envy,) measured the Count^s beautiral leg with 
his hisolent eyes ; then, declaring he was quite in a famace. 
todk the comer of his glove, and waving it to and fro, han 
ihuttered, ** Conu genUe fltr." 

' '** The fifbrer Lascelles eriea /** exclaimed Eupfaemia, looking 
dlfhaf exercise. 

*^ What 7 does your master teach you wit ?" drawled tibi 
eoxeomb. with a particular emphaoai 

Thaddeus a-fl^bcting not to hear, contmu6d to direct Ids popft 
. The mdefatigable Lascelles having observed the complaisance 
iHth which the Count always regarded Miss Beaufort, de> 
fermined the |[oad should fret, and drawin? out of his pocket 
llhe nettin? which he had taken the ni^ht oefore from Mary: 
e*^inie<!^ " 'Fore heaven, here is my little Beaufbrt*s ^ursc.'' 

ThMdeus started, and uneoneiously looking up, beheld dui 
well-knewn work of Mary, dangling m the hsmd of Lascelles. 
Qefslt tensations unknown to him ; his eyes became dim, and 
Wdly knowing what he saw or said, he persued the lesson 
trtth ittcriiased velocity. 

" • TWb iVialicious puppy, having found his malice take effect ; 
wfth a careless air, threw his clumsy limbs on the vacant part 
/)f 'Yhi sofa, whid\ Miss Dundas had quited to seat herself 
nearer tly^ window, and cried in a voice of sudden recollection, 
'•■'"B'y'tjTte bye, that Miss Mary Beaufort, when she chooses 
fd be slnbere, is a sad little aristocraL** 

" You may as weH tell m^p'' replied Miss Dundas, with a 
^tetht>tuous curl of her fip, ^that she is the Empress of 
itussia." 

• •* 1 ht^ your pardon," cried he, raising his voice at his judg- 
9ient being doubted ; **lwill prove it to you. When she gav« 
AW' this pew,gaw,** added he, rumbling the purse in his hand, 
^fehie Ibra mfe an everlasting story about some friend of hert, 
%h6iib inusic master, havirig mistaken some condescensions Ott 
her pfirL l^ad dared to snatch a kiss from her sndwy fingersiii 
ft^Wcfref lying over the string* of her harp, you cannot 
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imagine how Beaufoit's pretty eyes blaxed as she related this 
tale; I veiily believe, had it been herself, she would have 
given poor TVee'lIedum, a flourish across the cheek." 

Miss Dundas laughed. 

" These energeuc young ladies possess not the gentlest 
passions in the world ; and after Miss Beaufort's outrageous 
sally la&t night to you, I sliould not wonder at any indecorum 
she might commit." 

" Outrageous to me !" echoed the fop, dipping the end of the 
netting into Diana^s lavender bottle and dabbing his temples, 
•* she was always too civil by half. I hate forward girls." 

Thaddeus shut the large dictionary that lay before him, with 
a violence that made the puppy start ; and rising hastily from 
his chair, with a face as red as crimson, was taking up his hat 
when the door opened, and Mary appeared. 

A white chip hat was resting lightly on the glittering tresses 
which waved over her forehead : whilst her lace sh^de, gently 
discomposed by the air, half veiled and half revealed her 
graceful figure. She entered with a smile, walking up to liie 
side of the table where Thaddeus was standing inquired after 
his friend's health. He answered her in a voice unusually 
agitated. All that he had been told by the Countess of her 
favourable opinion of him ; and the slander he had just heard 
from Diana's lover, were at once present to his mind. * 

He was yet speaking when Miss Beaufort casually locking 
towards the other side of the room, saw her purse still acting 
the part of a handkerchief, in the hand of Mr. Lascelles. 

"Look, Mr. Constantine," said she, gaily tappm» his arm 
with her parasol, ** how the most precious things may be de- 
graded ! There is the netting that you have so often admired 
and which I intended for lady Tinemouth's pocket, debased to 
do the office of Mr. Lascelles*s napkin." 

" You gave it to him. Miss Beaufort," cried Miss Dundas ; 
•' and after that, surely he may use it as he values it !" 

" If I could have giVen it to Mr. Lascelles, madam, I should 
hardly have taken notice of its fate." 

Miss Dundas, believinff what her lover had advanced, was 
displeased at Mary, for naving by presents, interfered with 
an\ of her danglers; and rather angrily repUed, " Mr. Las- 
celles said you gave it to him ; and certainly you would not 
insinuate a word against his veracity ?" 

** No, not f jwtnu<rf«," returned Miss Beaufort, ** but ^fffinuj 
that he has forgotten his yeractty, at least in hib statement." 

FoU IL £ 
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Laacelles yawned — '* Lord blew me iKdJev, how 70a qowml ! 
Vou will disturb Monsieur." 

" Mfb Constantine," returned Mary, blushing with indigna- 
tion, ** cannot be disturbed by nonsense." 

Thaddeus again took his hat ; bowed to his lovetv chainpion| 
with an expression of countenance which he little suspectea 
had passed from lus heart to his eyes, he was prepanng to 
take his leare, when Euphemia requested him to imorm ner 
whether she had folded down the right pages ibr the next 
exercise. He drew near, and Was leaning over her chair to 
\ocAi at the book, when she whispered, " don't be hurt at what 
Lascelles says ; he is always jealous of any body that is hand- 
eomer than himselfl" 

Thaddeus bowed to her with a face of scarlet; lor, on 
meeting the eyes of Mary, he saw that she had heard this in- 
4ended con^brter as well as himself: and uttering a few inoo- 
keient senteaees to both ladies he hurried out of the houses 
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Thb Count Sobieski was prevented from pajnng his custc^ 

n visit next morning in Harley^treet, by the sudden illness 
B general, who, at seven o'clock Ittul been struck With a 
fit of the mlsy. 

When Dn Cavendish beheld the poor old man stretched 
•long the bed, cmd hardly exhibitinfi; signs of life, he pro- 
nounced it to be a death-stroke — At this sentence, Thadaeus 
turning deadly pale, staggered to his seat, with his eyes fixed 
on the altered features of his-fi^ead. Dr. Cayendidi took 
his hand. 

"Recollect yourself my dear sir ! Happen when it win, 
death must be a release. But do not exnect it for some time, 
be may yet lin^r for a week or a fortnignt." 

'' Not in pain, I hope !" said Thaddeus, rising. 

'' No ;*' returned the doctor. ** probably he will remain tm 
you now see him, and expire like the last glimmer of a dying 
taper." 

The benevolent Cavendish proceeded to g^ve particular 
directions to Thaddeus and Mrs. Roboon, who promised to act 
«s Bune : and then with regret left the stunned Count to the 
Melancholy task of watching by the bed-side of his venerable 
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Thaddeus now retained no thought that, was notrivetted on 
the emaciated fonn before lilm. Whilst the unconscious in- 
Talid struggled for respiration, he listened to his short and 
convulsed breathings with sensations that seemed to tear the 
strings of his own breasL Unable to bear it longer, he moved 
opposite to the fire, and seating himself with his pallid face, 
and aching head supported on his arm which rested on a 
plain deal table, he remained, meeting no other suspension 
- nrom deep meditation, than the now and then appearance of 
Mrs. Robson on tiptoes, peeping in, and inquiring whether ha 
wanted any thing. 

From this depressing reverie, he was roused next morning 
at nine o'clock, oy the entrance of Dr« Cavendish. Thaddeus 
seized his hand witli the eagerness of anxiety^ " he has not 
been worse, my dear Sir, majr 1 hope that"-— 

The doctor, not suffering him to finish with what he hoped, 
shook his head, and waving his hand in sign of the vanity oi 
that hope, advanced to the side of the general and felt his 
pulse. jEIis opinion exactly coincided with what he had de- 
clared before, differing only in one particular, that he now 
saw no absi^ute threatening of an immediate dissolution. 

** Poor Batzou 1*' said Thaddeus, as tlxe doctor withdrew, 

Imtting» the seiteral's motionless, hand to his quivering lips, 
'I never wm leave thee! 1 wiU watch by tnee, thou last 
relic oi my eountry )" 

With anguish at his heart, he wrote a few hasty lines to the 
Countess : Then addressing Miss Dundas he offered as the 
reason for his late and continued absence, the danger of his 

His note found Miss Dundas attended by her constant 
dmdow, Mr. Lasoelles, lady Villiens, and two or three more 
&ie fauUes and gentlemen, besides Euphemia and Miss Beau- 
fort, who with pensive countenances, were waiting the arrival 
of iisi writer. 

Wbei^ Miss Dundas had taken the billet off the silver 
salver on which her man presented it, and had looked at the 
superscription, she threw it into the lap of Lascelles. 

^ There,'' eried she, ''ia an excuse I suppose, firom Mr. 
Constantine, for his impertinence in not commg here yester- 
day. Read it Itasoelles." 

^*Fore Gad, I wouldn't touch it for an Earldom!" tX" 
daimed the a^cted puppy, jerkix^ it on the table, " it mi$E;ht 
mfect me with h3nx>condnacS4 Pray Phemy do you peruse it," 

Eupberaia in ner eagerness to leam what bad detainea 
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Mr. ComUntine, neglected the insolence of the request^ and 

hastily breaking the seal, read as follows : 

*^ Mr. Constantine hopes that a sudden atid dangerous dis- 
order, which has attacked the life of a very dear friend with 
whom he resides, will be a sufficient appeal to the humanity 
of the Miss Dundases, and obtain his pardon for relinquishing 
the honor of attending' them yesterday and to-day." 

" Dear me 1'* cried Euphemia, piteously, " how sorry I am ; 
I dare say it is that white haired old gentleman we saw in the 
park. You remember Mary he was sick ?*' 

" Probably :" returned Miss Beaufort, with her eyes fixed 
on the agitated hand-writing of Thaddeus. 

" Throw the letter into the street, Phemy !" cried Miss 
Dundas, aifecting sudden terror, " Who knows but that it is 
a fever the man has got, and we may all catch our deaths.** 

"Heaven forbid!" exclaimed Mary in a voice of real 
alarm: but it was for Thaddeus: not fear of any infeciioi. 
which the paper might bring to herself 

"Lascelles, take away the filthy scrawl from Phemy 
*How can you be so headstrong, child?" cried Diana, snatch- 
ing; the letter from her sister, and throwing it out of the 
wmdow, " I declare you are sufficient to provoke a saint.** 

"Then you may keep your temper, Di," returned Eu- 
' phemia, with a sneer, " you are far enough fi(x>m thai 
title." 

Miss Dundas made a very angry reply, which was ret». 
liated with another ; and a still more noisy and disagreeable 
altercation mi^t have taken place, had not a good humoured 
lad, a brother-m-law of lady viUiers, in hopes of calling off the 
attention of the sisters, exclaimed, " Bless me Miss Dnndas, 
your little dog has pulled a folded sheet of paper from under 
that stand of flowers ! Perhaps it may be or eonsequence ? 

''Fly! take it up, George !" cried Lady ViUiers, " Eaop 
will tear if to atoms while you are asking questions." 

After a chase round the room, over chairs and through 

"tables, George Villiers at length plucked the devoted piece of 

paper out of the dog's mouth ; and, as Miss Beaufort wob 

gathering up her working materials, to leave the room, opened 

It and cried in a voice of triumph, " By Jove it is a copy of 

"verses!" » 

" Verses!" demanded Euphemia, feeling in her pocket and 
colouring, " Let me see them.'* 

" That you shan't," roared Lascelles, catching them out of 
the boy's hand, " if they be your writing, we wiiThave thwaj^ 
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'"Hdp me, Mary!" cried Euphemia, turning to Mies 
Beaufort, **! Imow that nobody \a a poet in thishouae but 
myaelf. Thev mast be mine, and f will have them*" 

** Surely, Mr. Lascelles,'* said Mary^ Gompassibnatii^ tke 
poor girl^s anxiety, you will not be so rude as to detain U^m 
nom their right owner ?*' 

" O ! but I will,'' cried he, mounting; on a table, to get out of 
Euphemia's veAcfa, who now half crying, tried to snatch at the 
paper.. ''Let me alone, Miss Phemy. I will read them ; so 
nere^oesit." 

Miss Dondas laughed at her sister's confused looks whilst 
LasoelleB prepared to read in a loud voice, the following rerses. 
They haa been hastily scribbled in pencil by Thaudeus, a 
long time ago ; who having put them by mistake with some 
other papers, into his pocket, had dropped them next day, in 
taking out his handkerchief at Lady Dundas's. Lascelles 
clearrahis throat with three hems, then raising his right hand 
with a flourish of action, in a very pompous U>n«y be^ui — 

" Lilte <Mne, whom Etna's torrettt fires have seat 
Par from the land, where h£s first youth was spent . 
Who, inly drooping on a foreign snore ^ 

Broods over scenes which charm his eyes no. more 
And while hiis countrv's ruin wakes the groan. 
Yearns for the burlea hut, he called his own : 
So driv'n, O Poland t from thy ravag'd plains, 
So mourning o'er thy sad, but loved remains, 
A friendless wretch I wander through the world. 
From Fame, from Grandeur, and from Comfbrt hurl'd. 
O ! not, that each long night my weeping eyes 
Sink into sleep, unlul'd by Pity's sighs.; 
Not, that in bitter tears my bread is steep'd ; 
Tears drawn by insult on my sorrows heap'd ; 
Not, that my tnoughts recall a mother's grave ;— 
Recall the sire I would have died to save,, 
Who fell before me bleeding on the field^ 
Whilst I in vain opposed the fruitless shield,— 
Ah ! not fbr these 1 grieve I — ^Tho' mental wo 
More deadly stilf, scarce Fancv's self could know;, 
O'er want and private griefs the soul can climb,^ 
Virtue subdues the one, the other Time ;— 
But at his counXry's. fall the patriot feels 
A grief, no time, iio d)ru£,. no reason heals.-^ 
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Mem*ry| reiQorseless murderer 1 whose Toioe 

Kills as it sounds ; who neyer sajrs rejoice I 

To my deserted hearty by joy forgot ; 

Thou pale, thou midnight spectre, haunt me not I 

Thou dost but point to where sublimely stands 

A glorious temple rearM by freedom's bands, 

Circled with palms and laurels^ erowned with lighty 

Darting Trutn's piercing sun on moral sight j 

Then, rushing on, leaded fiends of hellish birth. 

Levelling the mightv fabric with the earfii ! 

Slept the red bolt ot VeiKeance in that hour, 

When virtuous freedom fell the slave of power ! 

Slumbered the God of Justice f that no br»nd 

Blasted, with blazing wing, the impious band. — 

Dread God of Justice ! to thy will 1 kneel, 

Tho' still my filial heart must bleed and feel, 

Tho' still the proud conTulsive,throb will rise. 

When fools ray country's wrongs and woes despise ; 

When lowsouPd Pomp, mean Wealth, that pity givea^ 

Which Virtue ne'er bestows, and ne'er receives, — 

That pity, stabbing where it vaunts to cure, 

Which barbs the dart of want and makes it sure ; — • 

How far remov'd from what the feeling breast. 

Yields boastless, quench'd in sighs to 3ie distress'd 

Which whispers s)rmpathy, with tender fear. 

And almost oreads to pour its balmy tear — 

But such, I know not now — unseen, alone, - 

I breathe the heavy sigh, I draw the groan ; 

And madd'ning, turn to days of liveliest joy, . 

Wheii o'er my native hills I cast mine eye, * * *" 

And said exulting, — ** IVeemen here shall sow 

*• The seed, that soon in tossing gold shall glow ! 

" While Plenty, led by Liberty, shall rove 

** Gay and r<yoicing, tnrough the land they love j 

" And 'mid their loaded vines, the peasant sec 

" His wife, his children, breathing out — we're free !" 

But now, O wretched land t ohove thy plains. 

Half viewless thro' the gloom, vast Horror reigns — 

No happy peAsanl o'er this blazing hearth, 

Devotes the supper-hour to love and mirth ; 

No flowers on Liberty's pure altar bloom, 

Alas ! they wither now, and strew her tomb !— 

From the great book of Nations fiercely rent, 

My Jountfy*8 page to Lethe's stream is sent— 
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8' I SQDt in irmn-^Th' historic muse shall raiae, 
'er w-rong'd Samatria's cause, the voice of pnuM, 
$hall sing her nobly struggling, e*en in death ; 
But blast her royal robbws* bloody wreath !"♦ 

** It must be Constantine*^P cried Eu|>hemia in ftfoiee^sf 
surprised delight, when the reader had finished, and apringiii y 
up to take the paper out of his hand. 

" I dare say it is,*' answered the ill-natured LasoeilM, ImIiI* 
ing it above, his head, " come you shall hate it, only let a» 
hear it again j it is so mighty I)rett5r, so very iackadattcal P • 

** Give it me," cried Euphemia quite angry. 

"Don't, Lascelles," exclaimed Miss Sundas; '^the maa 
must be a perfect idiot to write such rhodomomade.** 
' " O \ it IS delectable," returned her lover, opening the pa- 
per again, ** it would make a diarming diity ! Come, I will 
sing it. Shall it be the tune of Hu hiAet m the Weod, «r 
Chevy Chase, or the Beggar of Bethnal Green ?" 

" Senseles^ unfeeling wretch !" ezclaimed Mary, rising 
from her chair, where she had been striving to s»Mtie those 
emotions, with whidi every line in the poem had poMessed 
her heart. * 

"Brute," cried the enraged Euphemi«^ taking «rani^ si 
Miss Beaufort's unusual warmth, ** I wUl have theftuperJ* * 

" You shan't," answered the malicious eoxeomb, «id raising 
his arms higher than her reach, he tore it info a handMd 
pieces. 

At this sight, Mary no longer abl» to omtaa faeraaU^ 
rushed out of the room ; and hurrying to her own dwmbec^ 
threw herself upon the bed, where she gay^way to a psaroxiam 
of tears that shook her almost to suffocation. 

During the first burst of her indignation, her agittittd apk^t 
breathed every appellation of abhorrenee and nprottch, on 
Lascelles and his malignant mistress. Then, wiftng her 
flowing eyes she said, "Yet can I wonder whenloompaac 
Constantine with what they are? The man who'dlaBea to ha 
virtuous and great, and ap^ars ao, 'arms the aeif lovaof «k 
common characters against him." 

Such being her meditations, she refused to join the family at 
dinner ; and it was not till evening, that she felt haraeif 'atall 
able to treat the ill natured group with decent civUity. 

TIm next morning. Miss Beaufort (to avoid apejraing more 

* Thest lints wartfinniished b§ a/Hmtd^ 
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houn than were absolutely necessary, in Uxe eamptny otm 
wonmn whom she now loathed) borrowed lady Dundas's 
sedan chaur, and ordering it to lady Tinenicath'a^ ibund her 
ladyship at home, alone, and evidently much agitated. 
\ '''I uHwxte 01^ yoo, httiy Tinemonth l'^ said Mary, obflsrr- 
ipg hsr Jooks, and withdrawing from the offered seat. 

''No, my dear Miss Beaufort," replied her hidyship when 
tW serFant closad the door, '* I am glad you hare come. I 
Msors you, I have few pleasures in solitude. Read that letter," 
added she, puttinc^ one into the hand of Mary, '* it has hist 
ecmveyed cne of Ae cruelest stabs that ever was offered Dom 
m son to the hent of lus moihcr. Read it ; and you will not 
be surprised al finding me in the state you see me.** 

The Ceontess looli^ oa her paralyzed handJB S6 she spo^ ; 
and Mary„ taking the pnpcf fromh^, sat down, and read to 
hsraelt" di& Ibllowmg fetter. 

To lAe Right HonmxnMe tht Onudess^qf TinemouiL 
«« Madam, 

** I flan commissioned by tlte Elarl, my father,, to inform joji 
that if you have lost all refi^ard for your own character, he coi> 
adorn thai ooMe respeet^is due to the mother of his son*, 
.tkerafiMo he watohos your conduct. 

^He has been apprised of your frequent meetings during 
tlMis ntuiy months, m Grosyenor^place, and at other peodleli 
houses^ with an obscure foreigner, your declared lover. The 
BhtI wfishadtoou^pose this false, till your shameless behaviour 
becano 00) iocrnnt, that he esteems it neither worthy of 
dottbtnor iod«%aiiee. 

** With his own eyes he saw you, four nights ago aIon» 
wilh tfastmikn in^Hyde-Park.. Such demonstrauon is c&eadfut 
Your prorissdiBfflt are abomHi«ble ! and if vou ^ not, with^ 
out Wlher parley, setoff either to JCraighall, in Cornwall. or 
Iho Wolds, yoM sfaoU leoeive a letter from my sister as wel? 
as mywdl^ to toll the disbonout^ lady Tinemouth, how much 
liie merits Iwr daughter's eonxempt, added to that of 

HARWQLD." 

' ** And what do you mean to do, my dear madam !" in- 
quired Mary, shocked at tliis instance of an ingratitude din 
graeelul to human nature^ 

" I will obey my lord and his children," returned the Couiw 
tees bursting Mlo tears* " m^r last f^tioq, shall be in obedienoa 
to thftir wilU I earui/>t live long, and when I am diead, perhaps 
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tkfi EvPa vigilaace may be satisfied ; periiaps some kind 
ftiead may then plead my cause in my daughter's hearL One 
oruel line from ner would kill me. I will at least avoid the 
completion of that threat by leavinfi" town to-tnorrow nig^t." 

** So soon ! but I hope to ComwsQl 7** ^ 

''No^" replied her buiyship^ ''Craighall is too near Plv- 
■loath. I uiall determine on the Wolds. Tet why shoulcf t^ 
have a dioice i It is almost a matter of indifference to what 
spot I am banished, in what place I am to die. Any where I 
uiaU be equally remote from a friend." 

Mary's heart was oppressed when she entered the room. 
Lady Tinemouih's sorrows seemed to give her a lieence to 
Veep. She took her ladyship's hand, and with (fiffiealty 
sobbed out this inarticulate ofTer, *' Take me, dear lady 
Tinemouth ; I am sure my ^ardian'will be happy to permit 
me to be with you where and how long you like.'' 

" Dear Mary," replied the Countess, kissing her wet cheek, 
'* I thank you from my heart ; but I cannot, take bo un- 
generous an advantage of your goodness, as to consign your 
tender nature to the harassing task of attending on sorrow and 
sickness. Uow strangely oiirerent may even amiaUe di^ 
positions be rendered ! Maria Egerton is better framed ftr 
such an office. Kind as she is, the hilarity of her dispoeitioB 
does not allow the sympathy she bestows on others, either to 
injure her mind or her body." 

Mary interrupted her. " I should be grieved mr dear 
Countess, to believe that my very aptitude to serve my friends, 
will prove the first reason why I snould be denied that {Jsasars. 
It is only in scenes of afHiction that fhendship is tried and 
declares its truth. If Miss Elgerton w:ere not going with 
you, I should certainly insist on putting my allbetion to that 
.ordeal." 

" You mistake, ray sweet friend," returned her kdyship^ 

" Maria is forbidden to remain any longer with me. You 

. have overlooked the postscript to Lord HarwoM's letter, else 

you must have seen tne whole of my cruel sicuatioa. 'Turn 

over the loaf." 

Miss Beaufort opened the sheet, and read these lew lines, 
which being written on the interior part of the paper, liad 
escaped her sighL 

" Grd where you will it is our especial injmie^ion that you 
leave a Miss Elgerton behind you ; whom we near has been 
the embassadress in this shocking intrigue. If we learn that 
you disobey, and persist in such audacity, it dud! be wscss far 
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von in CTery respect ; as it ivill conriiiric ut beyond a wmd* 
Dility of douDty how unifonn is the turpitude of yourconcHiec.** 

Lady Tinemouth grasped Miss Beaufort's hand as aha 
threw the barbarous scrawl on the table. 

''And that, Mary, is from a son for whom I felt all a 
mother's agonies : all a mother's love 7 Had he died the first 
hour in which he saw the light, what a mass of guilt might ha 
Bot have escaped 1 It is he," added she, in a lower voice, and 
lookine wildly round, " that breaks my heart. I couM have 
borne nis father's perfidy ! but insult, oppressioDyfirom a child t 
Oh, Mary, you know not its bitterness/^ 

Mary could only answer with her tears. 

After a pause of near a quarter of an hour, in which the 
Countess strove to tronquilize her spirits, she resumed in a 
more composed voice* 

*' £zauae aie for an instant, my dear Miss Beaufixrt; I most 
write to Mr. Constantine^ I have yet to inCi>rm hin> ItkaA my 
absence is to be added to his o^r nRsfortune?*" 

With her eyes raining d'Q;vrn upon the paper, she todt up a 
pen, and having hastily written a few lines, was sealing them, 
when Mary looking up, hardly coniMious of the words which 
escaped her lips, said, with anguished eagerness, '^Lady^Tine* 
mouth, you know much of that noble and unhappy joung 
man 7" her eye irresolutely and her cheek glowing, awaited an 
answer- of tiM Countess, who for a moment con^mued to gaze 
on thi9 letter she held in her hand as if in profound thought : 
then all at once raising her head, and regannng the nowdmm- 
east £ica of Mary, with teivderness, replied m a tone which 
conveyed the deep interest of her heart. 

** I dp, Mary. He has reposed his gnieh in my firiendship 
and honour, therefore I must hokl them sacred." 

"I will not ask you to betray them," returned Mary in a 
fatflteong voice, " yet I cannot nelp lamenting his suiferinga, 
and eataem the fortitude with which he su^^rts his falL" 

The Countess looked stedfastly on her fluctuatinj^ eoun* 
tenanee. "Has Constantino, my dear Miss Beaufnt, in* 
ainuated to you, thai he ever was otherwise than he now 
a]Hpean.r 

Mary could not reply. She would not trust her lipa with 
words, but shook her bead in sign that he had not. Lady 
Tinemouth was too ^ksU read ui the human heart, to doubt 
for an instant the cause of Mbss Beaufort's question and con- 
aequent emotion. Feeline that somethmg was due to anxiety 
ao <lieint«re9i«d and noole, she took her pasaiva hasid aao 



■aid, "Maiy you have guessed righa^. Thougii 1 am not 
aumorized to tell you the real name of Constantine, nor the 
fiartitolars of his history ; let this satisfy your generous 
nearC, that it can never be more honourably employed, than 
in compassionating: calamities which ought to wreath his 
young brow with glory." 

Maijy^s €ves streamed afresh,, whilst her exulting soul 
se^nedi <eaay to rush from her bosom. 

'< Mai^r,'* continued the Countess, Warmed by the recollection 
of his excelience ;^ " you have no need to Uush at the interest 
which jou take in this aoiiable Constantine^ Eveiy trial 
of spint which <sould have tortured youth or manhood, has 
been endured by him with the firmness of a hero. Ah, my sweet 
Mend," added the Countess, Dressing the hand of the con- 
fused Mary, who ashamed ana consaous that her behaviour 
betraTed how dearly she considered him, had covered her lace 
with Jier handkerchief; <* when you an dMposed to believe 
that a man is as great as his titles and d^amiids assert, ex- 
amine with a nice observance^ whether ha pretensions be real 
or artificial. Imagine him disrobed of splendour and sVug^ 
gling with the world's inclemencies. If bis character cannot 
stand this ordeal, he is only a pageant of txxnp^ infiated and 
garnished; and it is reasonable to punish nis arrogance with 
contempt. But, on the reverse, when like Qonstantine, he rises 
firom the ashes of fortune in « brighter blfize of virtue ; .then 
dearest girl," cried the Countess, encircling her with her amy^ 
** it is the sweetest privilege of loveliness, to console and bless 
a-) rare a beine»" 

Mary raised her deluged face from tlie bosora of her friend ; 
and, en«>tiig her hands toeetJier with trepidatioa and anguish, 
impkredT her to be as fai&ful to Her secret, as she had proved 
herself to Constantino's: ''I would sooner die," added the 
agitated Mary, ** than have him know my jrashness, perhaps 
my indelicacy ; let me possess his esteem, Lat^ Tlnemouth ; 
let him suppose that I only esteem him 1 more, f should shrink 
from. I have seen him beset by acme of iny s^x ; and to be 
clasaed with them! to have him imagine thct my afiectation 
is hke thnr'$i L cotdd not bear itr-4 entreat you, let him, 
respect me!" 

The impetuosity, and aknost despair, with which Miss 
Beaufort uttered these incoherent sentexices, pierced to Uie 
•oul of i<ady Tinemouth. How different was the spirit of 
ll^ pure and dignified love to the wild pasnon, which sip 
)Md seeo shake the iiam« of Lady S«xa Ilo<k&| ' , . ■ ..j 
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They remained silent for some time. 

** May I see your ladyship to-morrow ?" asked Mary, Cranr- 
inf her cloak about her. 

" I fear not ;" replied the Countess, " I leave this house to- 
morrow. 

Mary rose ; her lips, hands, and feet trembled so that slie 

could hardly stand. Lady Tinemouth threw her arm round 

her waist, and kissing her forehead, said, " Heaven bless you 

my dear Miss Beaufort ! may all the wishes of your innocent 

'heart be gratified !'• 

The Countess sup|x>rted her to the door. Mary hesitated 
an instant, then flinging her snowy arms over her ladyship^s 
neck in a voice scarcely audible, articulated,^" Only tell me — 
Does he love Euphemia ?|' 

Lady Tinemouth strained her to her breast; **No, my 
dearest giri ; I am certain, both from what I have heard him 
' say, and observed in his eyes, that had he dared to k)ve any 
' one, yov would have been the object of his choice.'* 

now Mary got into Lady Dundas's chair, she had no recol- 
lection, so completely was she absorbed in the recent scerie. 
Her mind was perplexed; and her heart ached ; and she 
arrived in Hartey-street so much disordered and unwell, as to 
oblige her to retire immediately to her room, with the excuse 
of a violent pain in her head. 

This interview with Miss Beaufort, induced lady Tinemouth 
Co destoy the note that she had written to Thaddeus, pur- 
posing before night, to frame another, better calculatea to 
produce comfort to all parties. What she declared to Mary 
reniecting the state of the Count's affections, was sincere. 

she had early penetrated through the veil of bashfulness, 
with which Miss Beaufort had obscured that countenance, so 
usually the tablet of her sOul The Countess easily transla- 
ted the ^uick receding of Mary's eye, whenever Thaddeus 
turned his attention towards her ; the confused reply that 
followed any unexpected question fi^om his lips ; and aoove all 
the unheeded sighs heaved by her, when he left the room, oi 
'when his name was mentioned during his absence. These 
aymptoQis loo tnilr rerealed to Lady Tinemoi ■" the state ol 
her. young friend's oosom. 

But the cireinnstances being different, her ' Adrvations on 

^the Count were not nearly so conclusive. ? Ary had abso- 

•hitely given the empire of ner happiness, witu her heart into 

'liib hands. Thaddeus wished that his ruined hopes had not 

preTwatcd him from laying his at her feet Therefore, not 
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iHrii^ mnMlereil Hu nugiiiaUoQ to a panion, which, In 
his nUilitrMi he considered as madness, he was unembar- 
lasaed iH her presence, and regarding her as a being be- 
yond his reach, oonceiTed no suspicion, that she entertained 
one dearer thooght of him than what mere phihuithropy 
could atthotisa 

He contemplated her ttneqnalled beanty, mces, talents 
and Tirtnes, with an admiration bordering on ioolatry ; ^et his 
heart ilew from the confession that he loTed her : and it was 
not until reason demanded of his candour, why ne had felt a 
pang on seeing Maiys purse in the hands of Air. Lasnelles, 
that with a glowing chedc, he owned to himself^ he was jealous ; 
that allhoii^ he had not presumed to elerate one wish to- 
wards the possession Of Miss Beaufort ; yet, when LasoelleB 
ft^mted her name on his tongue, he loimd how poignant 
would be the wound in his peaos, dioukl she erer gire her 
hand to another. 

Confounded at this discovery of a passion, the seeds of 
triiieh he su pposed had been eroshed br the weight of his 
misibftinieB,lw proceeded homewards, with sensations not ftr 
differing from those of the dreamer, who sihki mto a tight bvt 
haxraaBuig slumber, and full of tenor, doubts whether he be 
■iaening or awahn. 

The audden illness of General Butzou, hayinje put Cheie 
ideas to iij^Mi^Thaddeus was sitting on the bedsSe, with hie 
»»^«^*^ thoughfti fixed on the pale spectacle of mortality be* 
fan hhn, when Nanny brought in a tetter from the Countess^ 
He took it, and going to the window, undrew the eurtatn, 
he read with mingled pain and pleasure the foDowing 
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** I know not my dear Count, when I shall be permitted to 
see yon again ; peihaps nerer on this side of the grate ! 

** Siaee heaven has denied me the tenderness of my own 
diildren, it wouM hare been a comfort to me might I have con- 
Unaed to net a parent's part bv yon. But my cruel lord and 
my more tsruel son, jealous or Uie consolation I met in the 
sodety of my ft w friends, commaJod me to q^i London : and 
as I have ever made it a system to obey thai injunctions 
strictly, I shall ga 

*ItpiaBDssniatothesaal,mydMr«on/ (allow »y maternal 
heart lo call yon by that name J) it distresses me de^ly, thaife 
I ««DBUieUed to leave tl)e pliUs "^hdre you ere : neitlier can 
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■ I we you j^ior to my depsrtnrey for I quit town to uoniMf 

•AeniooiL 

** Write to me often my loved Sobieski : your ktten will 
be some alleviaUon during the fulfilment of my bard duty. 

^ Wear the eadoeed ^M chain for my mice r it is one of 
two ^yen roe a long time ago by Miss BeauforC If I have 
not mistaken you, the present will now poesess a double yalue 
in your estimation : mdeed it ought. Sensibility and thank- 
fulness, being properties of your iiature, they wiU not deny a 
*^ lively gratituoe to the generous interest with which that 
amiable young woman rmrds your fote. It b impossible 
that the ayowed Count Sobieski (wlumi a year ago^ I re- 
diember her animated (ancy painted in the most lomantie 
coloms) could excite more of her esteem, than I know she has 
bestowed on the mekmcholy and untitled Constantino. 

"She is aU nobleness and affection. Although I am 
sensible that she will leave much behind her in London to 
'.regret, she insists on accompanying me (o the WoUs. Averse 
to tranegress so far on her ^poodnesa, I rsaolutely refused her 
offer till thia evening I received so warm and uiging a letter 
from the kind giri, that I can no liMi^r withhold my consent. 
. "Indeed, thh lovely creature's active friendship proves of 
high consequence to me now, situated as I am with regard 
to a new whim of the Earl's. Had she not benevolently 
presented herself, in obedience to my lord's oommands, I should 
nave been obliged to go alone : he haying taken some wild 
jantipathy to Miss £Igerton, whose company he has interdicted 
At any rate her parents would not have allowed me her 
society much longer, as Mr. Montresor is to return thia month. 

**1 shall not be easy my dear Count, till I hear from you 
Pray write soon : and mform me of every particidar respecting 
the poor Oeneral ; is he likely to recover? 
^ "In all things, my h*lo»ei ton, in which I can serve you, 
remember, -that I expect you to call on me jbs a mouier. 
Your own could hardly have regarded you with deeper ten 
demess, than does your afiectionaie and faithfuL 

Adbusa TnrsKOirnu 
" Grosvenor Place, 

" Thursday, midnight. , 
( "Direct to me, at Harwold park, Woki% Liuoolnsfaire. 

Several opposite emotions discomposed the mind of Thad- 
deus, whilst reading this epistle. Increased abhonenee ef 
the maob whom he believed to be incontestiUy hia fitthar. 
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Qnitod ^Ui regm arising finom the propoied departure of 
Lady Tinemoiuh, could neither subdue the balmy effects of 
her matRrnal affeedon, nor wholly check that tlirllf which the 
onusual mentioning of Miss Beaufort's name made throb in 
his heart, and paint his cheeks with crimson. He read the 
sentence* that contained the assurances of her friendship, » 
third time. 

" Delicious poison V* cried ne, kissing the paper, ''If adoring 
thee, lovely Mary, be added to my (wier sorrows, I shall b# 
resigned ! There is sweetness eren in the thotttjht. Could I 
credit all which my dear Lady Tinemouth affiraos, the con- 
viction that I possess one kind solicitude in the mind of Miss 
Beaufort, would be ample oompensation for — '* 

He did not finish the sentence, but sig^iing profoundly, rose 
from his chair. 

*' For any thing, except beholdinr her the wife of another !** 
this was the sentiment with which his heart panted. Thad- 
deus had never known a selfish feeline in his life ; and this 
^rst instance of his wishing that g[ood unappropiated, which 
le mifht not himself enjoy, made him start 

'^ There is a fault in my heart, a dreadful one !" Dissatisfied 
with himself, he was preparing to answer her ladydiip's letter, 
when, tomii^ to the date, he discovered that it had been 
written on Thursday night ; and m consequence of Nanny's 
neglect, in not calling at the coffee house, had been delayed a 
day and a half before it reached his hands. 

His disappcnntment at this accident was severe. She was 
gone, and Mary along with her. 

^Then indeed I am unfortunate!" said he, holding the 
chain in his hand, and looking on it, " I am at once deprived 
oi 8l11 that rendered my forlorn existence in this town 
tolerable.'' 

He put the chain round his neeJc ; and with a true lover- 
like feeling, thought it wanned the heart, which mortification 
had diilled} but the fancy was evanescent, and he again 
turned to watch the fading Ufe of his firiend. 

Durlfiff the lapse of a fciv days, in which the general 
appeared merely to breathe ; Thaddeus, instead of his atten* 
dance, dispatched regular notes to Harley-streeL In answer 
to these excuses, he commonly received little tender billets 
from Euphemia; the strain of which he seemed totally to 
overiook, by the cold respect thai he evinced in his diurnal 
apoiopes for absenceii 
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This jfmoe lady was so AiH of lamentation oier tlie Arottbki 
which her degant tutor must endure in vatdiiiig Ms sick 
friend, that she never thoug;ht it worth her whili> to mention 
any other creature in the house except herself and her eoa^ 
inisaeration. Thaddeus longed to inquire about Miss Beau* 
fbrt ; but the more he wished it the greater reluctance he felt 
to write her name. 

Things were in this situation, when one erenin^ as he was 
reading by the light of a solitary candle in his little sitting 
room, the door opened, and Nanny stepped in followed by a 
person wrapped up in a large black cloak. Thaddeus imme* 
diateTyrose. 

*' A lady, Sir," said Nanny, eurta^ing^. 

The moment the girl withdrew, tne visitor cast henelf into 
a chair, and sobbing aloud, seemed in violent agitation. The 
Count, astonished and alarmed, a|>proeebed hSr, and thoogn 
she was unknown, offered her every aaaistance in his power.. 

Catching hold of the hand, which with the greatest respect 
he extended towards her, she instantly displayed to his dis- 
mayed si^t, the features of lady Sara Roos. 

''Merciful heaven t" exclaimed' he, involuntarily starting 
back. 

" Do not cast me off, Constaiitine !" cried she, clasping his 
arm, and looking up to him with a face of anguish, bathed 
in tears. " On you alone, I now depend for happiness I for 
existence." 

A cold damp stood on the forehead of her auditor. A tremor 
shook Tiim from head to foot. 

"Dear Lady Sara, what am I to understand by this 
emotion ? Has any thing dreadful happened ! Is Capudii 
Roos V* 

Lady Sieira shuddered, and still grasping his hand, answstwt 
in words, every one of which palsi^ the heaii of Thaddeus 
with horror j-—" He is coming nome. — ^He is now at Ports- 
mouth«-0 Constantine 7 I am not yet so debased, as to lire 
with him, when rov heart is yours." 

At this shamefbrdeclaration, Thaddeus c)en<^ed his teeth in 
Ibarful agony; and striking his hand upon his dosed eyes, to 
shtft her mmi his sight, he turned suddenly round, and walked 
towards another part of the room. 

L^dy Sara followed him. Her cleak having fttUen off, now 
displayed her fine fonn in all the fervour of ^ef and distraD- 
tion ; she wrung her snowy arms in da^Mur ; and, with ao- 
eonts rendered more piercing by the anguish of her mind, ex- 
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daimed, *'What? You hate me 7 Yon throw me from yoQ T 
QhnlyfaMfaaroiiiCoiietamme! Caa yon chm ^Irom your ftet 
the vomaB who adores Tou? Can jroa eait hnr wlio is without 
aheme miothe streett?** 

Thaddeuslelthn hand wet with her tears; he fixed his eyea 
i^ion her with ahnoet delirious horror. Her hat behif ol^ 

ETO a loose to her long black hair, which falfing* in masses over 
r shocdders and eyes, g»Te su» additional wildness to the 
iaqiloring and frantic expression of those eyes, as distracted 
faiasouL 

*<Rise madam! For Heaven^tf sake, lady Sara I" and he 
stDooed to support her up^ 

'^NoTsr," ened she covering her face with her hands, 
** neyer f tiH you promise to protect me. — ^My husband comes 
home UMHght, and I have left his house forever. Yeu t you !** 
exclaimed she, extending her arms to his STerted face; "O 
Constantine! you have robbed me of my peace! On yacsr 
aeeount I have flown from my home. — Vw mercy's sake, do 
not abandon me I" 

^LadjrSara,'' cried he^ looking wildly round him, I can 
not speak to yoa in tins position f Rise, 1 implore you !" 

'^Only," returned she, *^only say you vrill ptoteet me! 
l%at I miaU find a shelter here ! Say this, and I wiU rise, and 
Mess you for ever I" 

Thaddeus knew not what to reply. Distressed hy her im- 
prudence, terror-struck at the violent lengths to which she 
seemed determined to carry her unhappy and guilty passion, 
he in vam sought to evade this direct demand ; £)r Lady Sara, 
perceiving the reluctance and horror of his loolu, sprangfrom 
ner- knees, and in a more resolute voice, exclaimed, " Then, 
Sir, you will not protect me ? You scorn and desert a woman^ 
whom you well niow has long loved you? Whom, by your 
artfrd tiehaviour,7tra have reduced to this disgrace f" 

The Cooftt surprised and shocked at this accusation, with 
rsspectlul gentleness, but resolution, denied the charge. 

Lady Sara again melted into tears, and supporting her 
tottering frame against his shfrt:dder, replied in a stifled yoicsb 
**! know it well. I have nothing to blame for my wretched 
state, but my own weakness. Pardon, dear Constantiiie, th^ 
dietates of my madness 1 O t I would gladly owe such misery 
to any other source than myself!" 

'^Then, dear Lady Sara," rejoined Thaddeus, fining 
courage fi«m the miraness of her manner, ** let me unplors 
yiiMi to vstuni toyoo* own house." 
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<^I>orH adt ne," Criid she, grasping hii haiid ; 

••OCmMUotiml if you knew wiwtt it wm la w im m naifc 
milai of aftt^tioii, a ereatnra that you loathal yon wanld 
shrink with disgust from what you requiia. I hate Captain 
RoQS. Can I open nty arms to msat him, when my heart ez- 
dodea him fbreTor 7 Can I welcome him home, when I wish 
himinhisgraTe?'' 

The Count extricatsd his hand from ner grasp. Her lady* 
ship perceiTod the rspugnance vhieh dictated thu aetion ; and 
clasping her hands together^ ejaculated, ** Unhappy womaa 
that I am ! to hate, where I am ioTcd I to lofie, whm I am 
hated ! — ^Kill me, Constantine !'* cried she, turning snddeiily 
towards him, and sinking down on a chair, " but do not gi^e 
me such another look as Siat !" 

** Deariady Sara," replied he, seating himself by her side, 
** what would you hwu me do ? You see that I haye m 
proper means or protecting you; I have no mother, no sisters^ 
no friends to receive you. You see that I am a poor man. 
Bteidta your character* " 

\' Talk not of my character!" cried she, ** I wiU have none 
th*it does not depend on you !i — Cruel Constantine ! you wiH 
nut understand me. I want no riches, no friends, but youFsel£ 
dive me your arms," added she, tlirowing herself in an agony 
QtL his bosom ; ** and beggary wouldl be paradise !" 

Thaddeos felt a dimness spread over his eyes. So mncfa 
loveliness, such loye, such cUsinterestedness, for a moment 
obliterated every other impression on his heart ; but recoTeriii^ 
himself in an instant, he tore himself from her clinging anns» 
and staggering back a few paces, held her off with his hand* 
and in a voioe of distraction, ezclaimedy ^ Leave me, lot 
pity's sake !" . 

*'Ko, dearest Constantine," cried she, aware |0f her ad- 
▼antace, and again casting herself at his feet, '* Nbver, never 
will lleafe this spot, till you consent that your home shall be 
my home h That I uiall serve you for ever !" 

** All*powerftil Heaven I" exclaimed Thaddeus,inan afiony. 

Lady Sara redoubled her tears and prayers. 

*' Seducing, dangerous woman !" cried he, looking at her 
with wild hon'or, " What is it you demand ? Wmild you 
tear me from all Uiat renders life bearable ? Would you take 
from me a blameless conscience, and drive me to end my 
misemble days by a deed of desperation 7" 

Despair was on every ftature of his countenance, aa ha 
uttereq the last words, and flew from her, into the apartment. 
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where tlie Gteneral lay mimn, Lm^ Sara, liuk ecpecting tei 
•M any one but the man aoe loved, nuthed in after kim, and 
waa again pwieiing to throw her implodng anna about her 
determined victun, when her eyea were voaaealy arrested Jyy 
a livid, and she thought, dead &ce of a person lying on the 
bed. Fixed to the spot, she stood for a moment, then puttine 
her cpread hand on ner forehead, ahe uttered a fiunt cry, and 
feU heart-etrack and senaelesa on the floor. 

Thaddeus having instant conviction of her mistake, eagerly 
seized the moment of her xnsenaibiUty to convey her lK>me. 
He haaUfy vent to the top of the stairs, called to Nanny t» 
run §ar a coach, and then returning to tha extended figure of 
Lady Saia, lifted her in hia ann% and carried her back to the 
room they had \e£L 

By the help of hartshorft and water, he restored her to a 
•ense of exiatenoe. She slowly opened her eyes : then raising 
her head, looked round her with a terrified air, when her eye 
falling on the still open door of the General's room, she 
eaueht Thaddeus by the arm, and said in a trembling voice, 
'* Oh, take me froni hence !" 

^Wliilsi she yet spoke, a coach stopped at the door. The 
Count rose, and attempted to support her agitated firame 
against his shoulders but she trembled to such a degree, that 
he ¥ras obliged to throw his arm about her waist, and almost 
carry her down stairs. 

W hen be had placed her ladyship in the carriage, she re- 
tained his hand, and said in a mint tone ; " Yoiji surely will 
not leave me 7" 

Thaddeus returned no other answer, than desiring Nanny 
to sit by the GeneraJ. till she saw him again : and stepping 
into the coach. Lady Sara inmedMOeliy snAtchea his hand, and 
bathed it with her tears. 

*' Wiiere are you going to take me ?" 

*' You idiall again, dear lady Sara^** replied he, '< return to a 
guiltless and peaceful homek*' 

**I cannot meet my husband ;'♦ cried she, wringing her hands, 
*< he Y«I1 see aU my premeditated guilt in my countenance. 
Oh!; Constantine, nave pity on me! Miserable creature 
that I am !'* added she, redouoling her grief, '* it is dreadful to 
Uve with him ! Take me not hpme, I in^reat you !" 

The Count took her elapsed hands in his. 

** Reflect for a moment my dear La^ Sara. I believe, if 
you love me, that it was in consequence of virtues^ which yon 
thoognt I p p sMs s sd 7" 
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" Indeed f<m do me justice I" cried she. ^ 

He continued. 

*< Think then should I yield to the influence of your beatttjT; 

and plunge you inte a situation like that '* and he pointea 

to a group of unhappy women assembled at the corner of Pall- 
MalL LadySaradrewback with a thrill of horror; ''Think 
where would be, not only your innocence, but its price ? I, 
being no longer worthy of your esteem, you would hate me ; 
you would hate yomtielf ; and we shtMud continue together, 
two guilty creatures, abhorring each othen"^ 

Leuly Sara drowned in tears, did not articulate anjr sounds 
but dee^ sighs, till the coach stopped in St. James's Plaice^ 

^ Go m with me^** were al!the words whidi she could utter, 
as, pulling her yeil over her face, she gave him her hand to 
assist her down the step. 

*' Is Captain Roos a ni ve d ?" asked Thaddeus of a servant, 
who, to his great joy, returned a reply^in the negative. Dur- 
ing his ride, he had alarmed himself^ by anticipating ihe dis- 
agreeable suspicions which might arise in the mind of tho 
husband, should he see his wife in ^er present stitufige and 
distracted state. 

When Thaddeus had seated Lady Sara in her drawing 
room, he prepared to take a respectful leafve ; but her ladyship 
getting up, Taid one hand on liis arm, whilst with the other 
she covered her convulsed features, and said, " Constantine, 
before you go : before we part, perhaps eternally j Oh ! tell 
me that you do not hate me i That you do not hate me !" 
repeated she in a firmer tone. **^l know too well how deeply 
I am despised.*' 

'* Cease my dearest madam,** returned he, tenderly replac- 
ing her on the sofa, ''cease these vehement expressions. 
Sbunedoes not depend on possessing passions, but on yielding 
to them. You have conquered, Lady Sara ; and in future, I 
shall respect and love you an a dear friend. Whoever holds 
the first place in my neart, you shall always retain the 
second." 

"NoWel generous Qonslantine !" cried she, straining nis 
hand to her hps, and bathing it with her tears; "I can require 
no more. May heaven bless you wherever you so !*' 

Thaddeus dropped upon his knee ; imprinted on both her 
hands a compassionate and fervent ]ma ; and, rising hastily. 
Chitted the room without a word« 
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Tbs dream-like consternation which enfeloped the CooDt'a 
fiunilties, since the preceding scene, was disi^pated next mom* 
tng by the appearance of Dr. Cavendish, w hen he saw tbb 
General, he declared it to be his opinion, that in consequence 
of his long and tranquil slumbers, he should suppose some 
favourable crisis to be near; probably, ^* the recovery of his 
intellects. Such phenomenu, oflen^ io these cases hmpen imm^ 
diately before deaths'' 

*' Heaven grant it f ejaculated the Count ; ** to near his 
. venerable voice again acknowledge, that I have acted by him, 
as became the grandson of his fnend, would be a eomofort 
tome." 

*' But, Sir," said the kind physician, touching his buffing 
hand, '* you must not fbrget the cares wiineh are due to yo«r 
own life. If you wishmreli to the General durine the few 
days he may have to live, you are indispensably obliged to 
fneserve your own strength. I have an hour of leisure," con* 
tinued he, pulling out his watch, *<I will remain here till you 
have taken two 6t three walks round the park. It is abso- 
lutely neoessanr ; in this instance, I must take the j>rivilege of 
friendship, and insist on obedience." 

Tlukddeus seeing that the benevolence of the exellent 
Cavendish was resolute, took his hat, and with hanassed 
tpirits, walked down ^e lane to CharingMsross. 

On entering Spring garden gate, to his extreme surprise, this 
first 0b^ts vmich Bset his sight, were Miss Euphemia Dundas;, 
•nd Miss Beaufort. 

Euphemia accosted him immediately with ten thousand in- 
quiries respecting his friend* besides oongiatulaitioiifl on his 
own good lodtt. 

TlMddeus bowed ; thensmilingiaintly,tunied to theblusb- 
ing Mary, who conscious of the recent conversation which had 
passed between herself and tAdy Tinemouth trembled so 
%iuch, that fearing to excite the suspicion of Miss E. Dundas 
^ such tremor, wie withdrew her arm, and walked forward, 
atme, her feet tottering at every step. 

** I thou^t. Miss Bieaufort," said he, addressinff himself to 
1ie», ^'thatLady Tinemouth was to have had the nappiness of 
your company to Harwold park ?" 

'* Yes," returned she, fearfully raisine her eyes to his face ; 
Ae hectic glow of wliMch conveyed di&reot seosatiofis to het 
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breast, from those that Euphemia had expressed ; *f hut to mr 
considerable alarm and aiaappointment, the morning afler 1 
had writtea to fix my departure with her ladyship, my aunt* s 
ihot caught in the iron of the stair carpet, as she was coming 
down stairs, and throwing her from the top to the bottom, 
broke her leg. 1 could not quit her a moment during her first 
agonies ; atn thesucseons expressing their fears that a fever 
might ensue, I was ouiged altogether to decline my attendance 
on the Countess !" 

** And how is Miss Dorothy Somerset ?" inquired Thaddeus, 
truly concerned at the accident 

• '< She is better, though confined to her bed ;" replied Euphe- 
mia, speakinff before her companion could open her lips ; ** and 
iudeea poor Mary and myself have been such close nurses, 
that my mother insisted on our walkin? out to-day." 

** And Lady Tinemouth f* returned Thaddeus, again ad 
dressing Mary, ** of course she went alone." 

" Alra, yes f" nmlied Mary, *< Miss Egerton was Ibrced U> 
join her family in Leice^ershire." 

** I belicTe," cried Euphemia, sighii^, '*that Miss Eg^rtoii 
is going to be married immediately. It has been a long at- 
ta(£]iient Happy girl! I hare heard Captain Roos, whose 
Lieutenant he was, say that he is the finest young man in the 
Navy. Did you ever see Mr. Montressor ?*' added she, tur^ 
ing her pretty eyes on the CounL 

^ I never had the honor." 

** Bless me ! that is odd, considering your intimAcy with Miis 
Egerton. I assure you he is very cluirming." 

Thaddeus neither heard this nor a ^reat deal more of the 
same trifling chit chat which was slipping from the toneue d 
Miss Euphemia ; so intently were his eyes (sent by his heart) 
searching the downcast but expressive countenance of Mias 
Beaufort. Her soul was iiill, and the fluctuations of her colour 
with the embarrassment of her step, interested and affected 
him. 

^ Then you do.not leave town for some time, Miss Beau- 
fort V' inouired he, " I may yet anticipate the honour of see- 
ing-^—-" ne heritated a moment, then added in a depressed 
tone — *< your aunt, when I next wait on the Miss Dunda^ssesJ' 

"Our stay entirely depends on her health ;" returned she, 
striving to rally herself; and I am sure she will be equally 
happy to see you better; for I am sony to say, that I carcot 
agree with Euphemia, in thinking that fou look well." 
: «' Merely a 8li{^ Uxw^^ xeciUed h^; '^Uio efifecf </ «n 
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MOdfty and watdung, which I fear will too soon oeaae, m tha 
death of their causdk I came out now for a little air 01^7^ 
whilst the physician remains with my friend." 

** Poor old gentleman !" sighed Mary, **how yenerable waa 
his appearance that morning in whiich we saw hun in tha 
Park 1 what a benign countenance P 

"His countenance," replied Thadde1U^ his ^yes tumin^ 
moomfully towards the lovely qieaker, " is the emblem of his 
oharact^r. He was the most amiable of men." 

''And you are likely to lose so interesting a Iriend? Dear 
Mr. Ck>nstantine, how I pity you !" As £uphemia uttered 
these words, she put the comer of her gloye to ner eye. 

The Count looked at her, and perceiving that her commia- 
seration was affectation, he turned to Miss Beaufort, who waa 
walking pensively by lus side, and made further inquiries re- 
specting Miss Dorothy. Solidtous to get back to Su Martin's 
Lane» he was prepanng to quit them, when Mary, as with a 
foil heart she curtsied her adieu, at last, in a hurrying and 
oonfused manner, said, "Pray, Mr. Constantino take care of 
yoursel£ You have other mends besides tlie one you are 
going to lose. I know I^ady Tinemouth, I know my aunt 
" she stopped shcnrt, and covered with blushes, stood 
lanting for another word to close the sentence ; when Thad- 
Mus rorgetting the presence of Euphemia, with delightful 
precipitancy caught hold of the hand, which, in the energy of 
speaking, was a little extended towards him, and pressing it 
with fervour, r^inquished it immediatelv : overcome by con- 
fusion at the presumption of the action, ae bowed with agita^ 
tion to both ladies, and hastened through the Priory passage, 
into St. James's Street. 

** Miss Beaufort !" cried Euphemia, reddening with vexa- 
tion, and returning her perfumed handkerchief to her pocket ; 
<<I did not understand that you and Mr. Constantino ware on 
Buch intimate terms 2" 

** What do you mean Euphemia 7" 

** That you have betrayed the confidence which I repontdi 
in .you ;" cried the angry beauty, wipinc away tl)ft really 
ftfarting tears with her white lace cloak : I told you that the 
elegant Constantino was the k>rd of my heart, and you hava 
•e&oed him from me ! Till you came, Wwas so nmciMfto 
tender, so devoted ! — ^But I am rightly used 1 1 ought to hava 
carried my secret to the grave.'* 

In vain'Miss Beaulbrt protested ; in vain she dadaxed tev 
■rif JgiwiMrtof powMiiingaliy powarovwr wm ^powiah<^ 
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iajwod friend, and forsaken mietresB ; and all along the Park, 
and up Constitution Hill, until they arrived at Lady Diindas\i 
eairiage, which was waiting opposite Deronshire Wall, she 
affiBded to weep. When^ seated, she continued her inTeo> 
tiyes ; she called Miss Beaufort ungenerous, perfidious traitor 
tofiriends^p; and ereiy romantic and dielo3ral name which 
her inflamea fiiney eoula devise, till the sifi^t of Harley-street 
checloBd her transports, and relieved Miss Beaufort from a load 
«f impertinence and abuse. * 

Daring this ifefaon interview, ThaddeUs received an fanpuke 
to his fedittgs, which hurried them forward with an impetuoo* 
vapidity, that neither time nor succeeding sorrows could stop 
V stem. 

Mary's heavenly beaming eyes seemed to have encirclad 
his head with love's brightest lustre. — ^The command, '* pre- 
serve yourself for others besides your dying friend^" yet throb* 
bed at his heart) with ten thousand raptunius visions dancing 
before his sight, he felt treading in air, till the humble door m 
bis melancholy home presentm^ itsd^ at once wrecked the 
ilhiaion, and orored sad reality, m the person of his emaciated 
friend* 

On the count's entrance Sbto the sick i^iamb^, Dr. CaYcaiK 
dish gave him a few directions to pursue, when the General 
ahoun awake from a sleep in whicn he had been sunk since 
the preceding niriit ; and Thaddeus with a heart still more- 
depressed, from the late unusual ezcdtation of his feetings, sat 
down on the bed for the remainder of the day. 

At five in the afternoon. Gkneral Butzou awoke ; seeing 
the Count he stretched out his withered hand, and, as the do<y 
tor had predicted, accosted him rationally. 

** Come, dear Sobieski ! Come nearer my dear master f " 

Thaddeus rose and throwing himself on his knees, took the 
offered hand with apparent composure : it was a hard struct 
gle to restrain the emotions which were roused by this awim 
«OMeiitplatioB : — the return of reason to the souL on the in- 
stant she was summoned into the presence of her Maker ! 

'■My kind, my beloved lord!" added Butzou, **tio me yott 
livve indeed perfimnad a Christian's part, you have clothed, 
Aeltered, ana presensd me in your oosom. Blessed son or 
mynuMt honoured master !" 

VThe good <M man put the hattd of Thaddeos to hia Ibi. 
ThBddoas omU BoC q)eak. 

'*I «m fMag^ dear Sobiasisi.'' c oa tii w iad ^a Om/ini^ m m 
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I p w Oi < uiou » ^HriHrt I almU onet ^oariioUegrMiMlhm,' ymip 
mother, and my famvB ooontiymeii ; and if MaTen gnuiu nit 
MMrar, I tnH fell tiiem by trhoae laboor I li»Teli«iid»<m wlioae 
Weast I haTe exnited." 

Tliadiietteooiud no loneer retain his tean. 
* ** Dear, dear Qeneral I" exclaimed he, graepinr his hand i 
^my ^randiather, my mother, my conntryt I loae then 
•gam m thee! — Oh! would the same summons take ms 
kenoet" 

''Hudi!" returned the dying man, ''Heaven reserves yon 
asy honoured lord, for wise purposes. Youth and healUi ars 
the marks of commission : you possess tbsro,' with virtues that 
wfl) bear you through the contest. I have done ; and my 
mereiiul Judce has evinced his pardon of my errors, by sparing 
me in my ora age, and leading me to die with you." 

Thaddeus pressed his friend's hand to his streaming; eyes 
and promisea to be resigned. Butssou smiled upon hunliis 
saiismction ; then dosing his eyelids, he composed himself U» 
a rest thai was neither sleep nor stupor, but a balmy semiityy 
wineh seemed to be tempting his late recovered sod, for its 
immediate entrance on a world of eternal peace. 

At nine o'clock, his breath became broken with qoiek skiia. 
The Count's heart trembled, and he drew ckner to the pillow. 
BntsoU felt him, and opening his eyes languidly, hardly 
artiealated, (thoufh not a sound escapea the ear of his fHend,) 
^'Ridsemyhead." 

Thaddeus put his aim under his neck and lifting him op^ 
ree&ned him against his bosom. Butzou squeoed lus hands, 
•nd looking eratefully in his face, said, " The amt of a 
soldier should oe a solaier's bed. I am content." 

He lay for a moment on the breast of tne almost fiuntinc' 
Thaddeus: then suddenly quitting his grasp, he eried, ''I 
lose you, SbbieskL" 

'^ 1 am here exelahned the Count, catching his motionless 
hand. The>dvinff Qeneral murmured a few words of blessine ; 
and turning oisface inwards, breathed his last sigh on tha 
heart of his last friend. 

For a minute, Sobieski remained inoQipable ot thought or 
action. When he recovered recollection, he withdrsw fiom 
his melancholy station, and laying the venerable remains of 
the General on the bed, did not trust his rallied faculties with 
a second trial, but hastening down stairs, was met by Mn« 
Robson. 

''My dear madam," said he, " all is over with my poor 
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ttMcL Wfli you cfi» 0(10 the eTsrlAsdag Idnteeta-to peilbmf 
tMse duties to fak saowd reOes, which I camot ?" 

Mrs. Robson, with t0an^ and expressiona^Df gratitude te 
his goodness, when she was in a similar distiMs^ sent to request 
the assistance of the charitaUe neigfaboilr who had anoeoared 
htr «A thi6 case of her lamented little William ; and together 
they arranged and ordered every thing that was remueite. 

Tbaddeufi would not allow any one to watch hy his friend's 
coffin besides himself. The meditations of this solitary nigfal 
presented to his sound and fiseling mind every afgument^ 
father to induce rejoicing than regret, that the eTentful life ef 
dae brare Butzou liad termiqated. 

, ''^Yes, illustrious old man i" cried he, gasing on his marUa 
features, **If valour and virtue be the true souroes of nobihty, 
thou surely wert noble 1 inestimable defender of StanislaiH 
and thy country 1 Uu>u hast run a long and bright oareer ; and 
thouffh thou art feted to rest in the humble grave of noverty^ 
it will be embalmed by the tears of heaven : it wiU be en* 
graven on my heart." 

Thaddeus did not weep whilst he spoke. Nor did he weep 
when he beheld the mould of St. Martin's Church-yard eloM 
tjcoai his view, the last dwelting of his friend. It begaa to 
i:ain» Doctor Cavendish, puttinffnis arm through the Coont's 
tried to. pull him away ; but he Unbred a moment 7 and^ 
lookine on the dust, as the sexton piled it up, '^Wretched 
Poland!" sighed he, " how far from thee, lies one of thj 
brave sons ■'* 

. Doictor Cavendish reearded him with pity and admiration; 
^it he vainly attempted to persuade him to return with him to 
dinner. Thaddeus refusea the kind invitation; alleging with 
a feint' smile, that under every misfortuns he found his best 
<iomft>Eter to. be solitude. 

Doctor Cavendish, respecting the resignation andmanlinesi 
9f this answer, urged him no further; but expressed his regret 
that they could not meet ag^n till the encf of the week* he 
^p^ obliged to hurry down to Stamford next day, on a 
medical consultation of considerable moment : fiind shaking 
hands with his thoughtfel friend, at the door or Mn. Eobaon, 
thej parted* » 
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CHAPTER XTty. 

Kbxt morning, when the Count Sobieski tmiblded ^1m 
Mveral packets of papers which were put into his Inuidirby 
bttle Nanny, who Drought his breakfast, he laid them, eiM 
after the other, on the table and sighing heavily, said to hhn- 
telf, " Now comes the bitterness of poverty ) Heaven oidy 
knows by what means I shall defray these terrific charges.*' 

The mere personal privations induced by his fldlen fortaficir, 
excited few uneasy sensations in the mind of Thaddens. As 
he had derived no peculiar gratifications from ttit enjoymefH 
of a magnificent house, sj^endid table, and numeroos atten- 
dants; he had felt equal conteQ^ in the field, where he was 
often forced to sleep on the bare ground and snatch his^hasty 
mea) at uncertain intervals. Watching, rough fiire, and other 
hardships, were dust in the path of hcmour ; he had dashed 
tlmnigh them with lig^t and ouoyant spirits : and repined* as 
little, at the actual wants of his forlorn state in exile ; till 
compelled by friendship to contract demands that he could not 
defiray, he was plungea at once into the full hSxrrors of poverty 
and debt. ' ' 

He looked at the aMOunt of the bifls. The apothecary's 
was i^teen pounds : the funeral twenty more. Thaddwis 
turned pale. The value of all he possessed would not prodms 
sne half of the sum ; besides he owed five guineas to his'gOod 
landlady for numerous little comfi>rt8 appropriated to ld| 
faceased firiend. 

"Whatever be the ecmsequence," cried he, " that exc^ltiQC 
woman shall not sdffer by her humanity I If I have to iMurt 
with the last memorial of tnose who were so dear, she shaft ;IM 
lepaid. 

lie had scarcely ceased q»eaking, when Nanny rti-eiitertfi 
the room with a saddened countenance, and told liim that tfas 
apothecaiy's young man, and the undertaker, were both-beiow, 
waitmg lor answers to their letters. The Count, reddening 
iHth di^^ust at the unie^ing avidity of these men, desirea 
Hamny to siEy, that he eould not seo either of them to-dby, 
but woidd send to their houses to-morrow. 

In consisquenoe of this promise, the men made their boiArlt to 
Mrs. Robson, (who too ^ell guessed the reason of this mes* 
sage J and took their leaves. 

Wnen Thaddeus put the pictures of his mother and* ths 
Pidatine, with other trimkeu, into his pocket, he eoaktlaot fbr* 



ff THADfiEUa OV j^M84V. 

bear fteling somethinff like indignation a^^ainst the thougfallMS 
meanness of the Miad Dundasses ; who, amce lus entranee into 
their hoi^se, had never oifered an^ further liquidation of the 
litfTe sdm which they now stood indebted to him, than the 
triOiiig note which had been transmitted prior to his attea > 
dbace, through the hands of Lady Tinemoath. 

Whilst his necessities reproached them for this illiberal conr 
4iietf his proud heart recoiled at making a request to theis 
chanty ; tor he gathered from the haughty demeanor of Mistf 
Piana, that what he was entitled to <femiuid, would be giyen 
nM as a just remuneration for labour receivedy but as alms eC 
9i humanitv to an indigent emigrant. 
■ *< I woola rather perish,*' cried he, putting on his hat, ** thaa 
aalc that woman for a shilling.'* 

When the Count laid his treasure on the taUe of the con-, 
«iderate pawn-broker, he desired to have the value of th« 
tettiogs, and the pictures put into leather cases. Mr. Burnet 
having examined the gold of the miniatures, with the other 
tldMikets, declared upon the word of an honest man, that hd 
tmild not ^ve more than fifteen jpounds. 

With difficulty Thaddeus stifled as torturing a sigh as ever 
distended his breast, whilst he said, 

, ^ I will take it. I only implore you to be careful of the 
llunga! trifling as they are, circumstances with which they 
vere connected, render them valuable to me.*' 

" You may depend on me, Sir,** replied thepawn^brokert 
presentinghim the notes and acknowledgmenU 

When Thaddeus took them, Mr. Burnet's eye Was caught 
kf th« ring which he wore on his finger. 

^ Th«t ring aeems curious ! If you won't consider it impei^i 
linetit, may Task to look at it ?" 

The Count immediately took it off, and forcing a.BnuIea 
fiii|rfiQd»>' I suppose it is of little intrinsic valucu Xke settmg 
M antique, but the painting is fine." 

Burnet breathed on the diamonds. '* If you were to sell it,*? 
letuimed he, *' I don't think it wcHjdd fetch more than thre& 
guineas. The diunonds are damaged, and the emeralds would 
pe of little use, being out of fashion here, as for the miniature^ 
It eoes for nothing." 

. ^ Of coume," said Thaddeus, puttine it on aeain ; " but t 
aever BhAU part with it." Whilst he <&€w on his gk)ve, Mr/ 
Burnet asked him, whether the head were not intended for tha 
|pweafP4>UBd. 

TW OouiM,4urj>riaed| answered in the afilrmative. 



ttma prints vhieh I koii )» itfiy ohtfp of Uiwf Imf^* I0<jksed i 
bdieye I hitve them somewhere Jiour: these tnMf^^< am bu€ 
ft lime days 'Wondhi*, and the Bale is over.** 
His auditor did not clearly comprehend him, aild ^he tokf 



** I meuit nothinfe." comimied he, *'to the disparagement of 
the kiaf of Poland t or of any other ereat peraonaiie, whoiia 
■meb th^suMsot of eon'veraadon. I only intended to Miy, that* 
f wy ihhig lias its fiiahion. The ruin of IV>laiid was tha 
JMhionable to^c ibr a month after it happened ; and new* 
■obody minds it f it is extinct ; it is forgotten.** ^ ' ' 

Thaddeus who felt he had all its mis«ies written in hia 
Voaam^ with a clouded brow, bowed to the remarks of Mr. 
Bomet, and in silence quitted the shop. 

Mn&. Robsoa was standing with a ma» i»the passaee, when ' 
be arrived at home. Thaddeus saw that the good woman* 
had been weepsa^ | and, ttom the angry countenance of her 
eompanion, easily divined the occMion of the debate. He ' 
a^ed Nanny, whom he found in the kitchen, what was the ' 



** Nothing, air,** said she, **but Mr. White, the baker ; he , 
has been twice thifi week to my grandmother for f>ur poundu ' 
whiebalio owes.kim, and I know she cannot pay him y^t.** 

''Can her ii^*» returned the County glad that hi^ at leasV' 
poasessed the powerv by diseharging his debt to her, to raMeva ' 
so much worth from embarrassment. . ' ' 

Wlulat Mrs. Robson obeyed the summons of hsf beleved" 
hidnr, he distinetiy heard the ineerrigible baker cry after, 
her, *'Iteiiiember, mistreis 1 will not leave this spot till I am 
paid." 

** Here, my g^ood Mrs. Robson,** said Thaddeus, sihiling''' 
kindly, and prntm five guineas into hei'head, <* here is. the . 
MDney that you have, expended' for my peer firiendf my < 
giatikndeiviU ever be your due.*^ 

Mri» Aaban^ retetved the gold with a low ourtesy, and - 
haMeBad«it of the room^ elated with hobeM triumph, at the ^ 
oppaaUHiity of so immediately satisfying the rapacity of her J 

Thaddaaa haviag enteied his own room, laid the Mmainder ^"' 
his money on the bifis of the two dhumants. It Was tineqtiaF ' 
tO' tha demands of either ; yeU in some measure to be just to 
balk ha determined on dradmg it between ^hmt and COj 
pininiae tha liquidatioii of the XBBt by dagrsia. 

rdLXLQt 
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Surely he might hope that, even abwild the Ua» DwftdUlei 
fatiraly forget nis claims on Ihem, hie labour oeold, in thi 
course of tiiMi make drawings sufficient to reoover the residue 
of the debt ! But he was not permitted to put this caksulatiom 
to the trial* 

When he called on the apothecsuy. and offered him fivrf 
guineas, the man refused it with insolence^ Insisting on die 

Shola» Unused to the la^guase of compidsion And TukaHtiV 
le Count quitted the shop, telling the man he was at UbBrty* 
So act as he thought fit: and with no very serene counter 
imu» he entered Uie unaertaker's wharehouse. This maift 
was civil : to him Thaddeus gave the sum. half of. whieh thff 
asothecary had rejected with so much derision. The pohtcnesa 
of tiie undertaker a little calmed the inritated temper of th« 
Count; who returned home, pondering on the vile nature off 
t^t part of mankind, which can, with indi&renoe, heap 
insult on distress* 

Judging men by his own disposition, he had seldom eiveit' 
credence to the possibility of such conduct. He had neen 
told of dastardly spirits; but never having seen them, and. 
possessing no prototype within his own breast, of what h* 
naard, the repeated relation passed ov^r . his mind without 
leaving an impression. He had sprung into the world, filled 
with animating hopes of virtues and renown. He was var>«« 
tupus ; he beccune powerful, great, and renowned. Creation 
seemed paradise to his eyes ; it was the task of advftrstty Un. 
teach him a different lesson of mankind. Not less virtuous^- 
not Jitss groat, his fortunes fell, he became poor ( the perfidy, 
the hard-heartedness of man, made and kept him finendlew»i 
When he wanted succoux and iconsolation, he fiHiad the ' 
world peopled by a race too mean, even to beiair the stamp oC; 
the devil.. 

^ . W^Mlat Sobieski was employed next morning at his draw^ ' 
ing^ Mrs. Eobson seat Napay to say, that t&n were, ivoit 
strange looking men below, who wanted to speak witisi.hink : 
Not doubtipff. their being meneagerB fxom the ayotiiaaiiry».he ' 
desire4 that tney mi^ht come up stairs. When they entdinlhia'^ 
ropin, the Count, with the pouteneBs spontaneous tokis eirord 
wakeful benevolence, rose. One of the men stepped forwatd^ '^> 
and laying iislm of paper on the tali^ said, ''I anreM yeft, 
sir, at the suit of Mr. Jackson the apotbecacy." M 

Thaddeus felt his eheek flush: but simressingAfttry indigo * 
njuit amotion, h^ iSAlroly asked the men whtta-Chey wtera goiii^ I 
tothkkHim? r? •/._... 



• « » 
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^U fw IUm,** MpUfld one oi tktmt "fna najr Wtinal 
•Boudi lodgficL I never hettrd a word againet Clem«ni'o i« 

Wych*8U«ei,»» 

*^U thtA ti prisoti 7" inquired Thaddeus. 

<*No, not exactly (hat sir f" answered the other man, langh* 
iiig ; ** You eeem to know little of the matter, whidb, for • 
Frenchman, k ockl enough f But mayhap you have never a h€l> 
wfi Jmm there? HmoMinettrt if you pay well, Mr. Cleraenta 
will give you lodgings as long as you like. It is only jMwr 
vogues who are o6%af cd to go to Newgate ; such geiRpim as 
you can live gi$iUeUy in Wych-street as at their own houses') 

There Was such an air of derision about this fellow, as hft 
^ke and glanced round the room, that Thaddeus, stendlr 
eontmcting his |>rows, deigned to take no further notice of 
kin ; but turning to his more civil companion, said : 

"Has this person informed me rightly 7 Am I going to 
a prison, or am I not ? If I do not possess money to pay 
Mr. Jackson, I can have none to spend elsewhere.'' 
• ''Then you nnist go to Newgate ;" answered the man, in 
as surly a tone as his comrade^s had been insolent. 

*^ ril run for a coach, Wilson,'' cried the other opening the 
room door» 

** I will not pay for one,." said Thaddeus, at onceeomnre* 
handing thesortot wretcltes into whose custody he ha4iU(en ; 
" follow me down stairs, I shall walk." 

Mrs. Robson was in her shop as he passed to the street. 
She called out^ ^ You will come home to dinner, Sir V 

''Nc^" MpUed ho, ''but you shall hear from me before 
lli£fai.» 

The m^ winking at each other, sullenly pursued his steps 
down the lane. In the Strand, Thaddeus asked which way- 
he was to proceed. 

. " Straight on," cried one of them^ " most folks find the nwd 
lo jail easy enough.** 

Involved in thought, the Count walked forward, unmindful' 
oi the stftF9 which the well-known ooeupaiion of his^tten- 
di^u attracted towards hinu Whsn ho arrived cMtSon)ereet«C 
house, one of the men stepped up to him, and' said, " We am 
i||»w nearly oppoeite Wycli-streeL You had better take yolir 
mind again* and go there in9tead ot Newgate ; I donH muck> 
tJunk you will Mke t^ debior's-holev" 

TlMidfkue > qoifiUy Ij^anked him, aad jcepeated his detetmtna-: 
tm to ^ Jed to Newgate. But when he. beheld the immMlsei 
m^ withii^whi<*^>» ttieOievttdhaAliiwkl WioinMu'ed^cirttflW- 



hia ftot SMiMd rooted to the ^und : and iv)mq tbt iuaM 
fntea were opened and closed upon him, be felt as if suddenly 
aeprived of uie vital spring of existence. . A mist spread oTCt 
his eytfif his soul shuddered, and with dific^ty he followed the 
>meik into the place where his commitment was to be ratified* 
Here, all the proud fbeUifgs of his nature again rallied theM* 
selves round his heart. 

The bfutal questions of the people h) office, re^edibed by the 
launta firom the wretches who had thought him Yo the wisoHf 
Were of a complexion so much beneath ms answetifig. that he 
stood perfectly silent during the business ; and wneii die* 
missed^ without evincing any signs of discomposure, followed 
thertiRTikey to his celL 

One deal chair, a table, and a mneraUe bed, were all th# 
furniture it eontamed. The floor was paired with flage i and 
die aides of the apartment daubed with disoolofired plaster, 
part of which having been pealed off by the damp, exposed'tdf 
view large spaces of the naRed stones. 

• B ef ore the turnkey withdrew, he asked Thaddeus whethei 
he wanted any thing? 

** Only a pen, ink and paper.* 

The man field out his hand. 

**! have no money," replied SobieskL 

**Then you get nothing here," answered the feflow, pulling; 
the door after him. 

ThacMeus threw himself on the chair, and fai the bittemesa 
of the moment, exclaimed, ^ Can these scoundrels be Chria- 
dans? Can they be men!" He cast his eyes around hix)[i 
with thewildness of deeroair; *'A11 powerful Heaven! C^ 
it be possible, that fbr a few guineas i am to be oonflned in 
this pkee during life? In these narrow bounds am I to wuate* 
my youth, my existence ? Even so ^ I cannot, I will not, de-* 
g^Me the spirit of Pc^and, by implorm? assistance from a na* 
tive of a land, in which avarice has cnoaked the feelings of 
hmnanlty. 

- By tlie next moninr, the first paroxysna ef iMgnatio^ 
havmr aabsfied, Thaddteus entertained a eoc^r and morereft* 
•enable opinion of his situation. 

He considered that, though he was a prisoner, it was iit' 
eo n aaquence of tMbia incurred in behalf of a frioBd; whose' 
latter hours were rendered less wvetched by aifdl meana.- 
Fealinr that, noiwithataaidftag <eN IM Muai toM dauMe iUk,* 
he had Ofougfat an approving canseieBoefoiarightett dier^ikiotte-' 
ef « dtt»KiBOii, he Mramed his iMnted tfemmty, and dnAififtfdh' 



mgaitj wnich extorted civility and commaDded reqpect. 



CHAPTER XXV* 

'BmwWMAMs 40fB eftupnd, witkout the mhabitenta of Harley- 
itreeilieariDff any tiamgeof Thaddeua. 

Miss Dunaos nerer Mstoived a thoug^ht on his absence, ex« 
eept when descanting on her finrourite rabject, the insoknee of 
dependent people, she alledged his daring to withdraw himsetf 
was an instance, lyiiss Euphemia uttered all her compbunts 
to Miss Beaufort ; whom she accused of not being satisfied 
with seducing the affections of Mr. Constantine, but she mus| 
•)ao spirit hmi away, lest by remorse, he should be induced to 
lenew his former doTotaon at the shrine of her tried constancy. 

Mary fiwnd these secret conferences very firequent and 
Terr teaaia^. She neither belieyed the Count's past dcToim 
Id Evphsniia, nor his present allegiance to herself With un* 
|ttiet feelings, she watched the slow decline of every suoceedp 
Vg day. hoptag that eadi knock at the door would either 
pTfiBent nimself or an apology (br his absence* 

In Tain herTeaaoo urged we weaknesa and feUy of giving 
Way 10 the influenoe of a passion as violent as it was woAhtct' 
■Men. ''It is not his personal graces ;'* nninnured she, whilal 
her dewy eyes remained rirettM on the floor ; **itis not them i 
tiMnr have not aocomptished this elfeet on me I No : jnatchlesH 
■a he is ; though his conatenejice eacptessea godlike beautyy 
when Ulumed by the rare qilendoar of genius : yet, my heanft 
tetts me, I woidd rather see all that jpecfection denolishe^' 
than lose one beam of these bri^ chanties which first attraet« 
ad my esteem. Yea, OMifltaotme!*' cried she, rising in agilft* 
lion ;" I could adore thy virtues were they even in. the ibosovt 
of deformity. It is them that I love ; it is them, that are! 
tiqradfl It is thy noble, godlike soul, that so entirely ^lls tiiy 
heart, and will mrev«r t" 

She recalled the hams, whioh in his society had glided so 
swiftly by, to pass in review before her. They came, and her 
tears redonfaMd. Neither his words nor his looks had been 
kinder to her, than to Miss Bjgerton or Lady Sara Rooeu 
She remembered his wild aedon m the Park ; it nad transport- 
ed her at the moment i it even now made her heart twohi 
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bvC'^ eeued to believe it infended more iSum an i i tirfnij fc ii eil 
expression of gmtitade. 

An adverse feeling seemed to have taken possession of her 
breast In proportion to the vebemenee of Miss Euphemia's 
reproaches (who insisted on the passion of Thaddeus) riie the 
more doubted the evidence of those delightful emotions which 
had rushed over her sdul, when she found her hand so fervent- 
ly pressed in his. 

Euphemia never made a secret of the tendressi shepudfeaised ; 
and Miss Beaufort having been taught by her own heart, to 
read distinctlv the eyes of lady Sara, the result c^her obser- 
▼ati«Kn^ had long acted as a caustic on her ptoee ; it robbod 
Ker cheeks of their bloom, and compelled her to number tht 
lingering minutes of the m^t with sighs. But her de^ and 
modest flame assmned no violence ; retreating £ir fitom edght, 
H burnt the more intensely. 

Instead of over*valuing the fine person of Thaddeus, tlm- 
encomiums which it extracted from even the lips of prejudioo 
occasioned one source of her pain. She could not bear to think 
It probable, that the man whom she believed knd knew to h& 
gined with ^yery attribute of goodness and heroism, might 
one day be induced to sacriiice ^e rich treasure of his mind; 
to a creature, who would select him front the rest, merely on 
account of his personal superiority; 

Such -was the train or Mary's meditations^ when«overinf 
kerfhoe with ker handkerchief, she exclaimed m a harried anr 
purturbed voice, "Ah ! Why did I leave my (^uiet home, » 
6xpG«e mjself to the vicissitudes of society ? seouestered frcm 
the worlo, neither its pageants mr its mortincations cooM 
kave reached me there. I nave seem thee, matcUees OohstaiH 
titte-! Like a fofight star thou hast passed before my eyesi 
like a beh^ of- superior oMer 1 And I never can dbbam mjr 
nature to fove anodter. Thy image shall follow me into 
Miitode ; shall consecrate my aool to the practice of every 
vartue ! I will emuiata thy eacoeilenoe, when, perhaps, thou 
kast forgotten that I exist." 

The fit of despondency, which threatened to succeed tkii 
last abrupt reflection, wius Interrupted' by the sudden entrance' 
•f Euphemia. Miss Beaufort hastily rose, and draw her ling* 
lets over her eyes. 

<« O, Mary !" trried the little beauty, holding vgp her pretiv 
hands, f< What do you think has happened !*' 

** What ?" demanded she in alarm, and haiteaing towaidt 
ti» door, '< any thing to my aunt V* . 
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p. *llA» llot'N»0*•nABll|lhtalil^ eatehin^ k&e hfOn 4amx 

" but could my injured heart feel satisfaction in nrtmefi^ t 



ahould nbv be happy. Paniafament has orenaken the ndth- 
kas OmiafiantiBe." 

Mitfy* took^d a^aat ; and^ msfaag Ike back of a chair to 
prerent her from falling, breathless inquired what she meant* 

"Ohi He ia aettt to prison 1'* cried Euphonia, not regard- 
ii^ tfaa reid agitation of ner aoc^r (so entirely was sin ooc«- 
pied in appearing oyerwhelmed in distress) and wrin^inff her 
Ktuads, she eomintted in a win^ring voice ; ** that ln|^tAiI 
wretch, Mr. LtasceOes^ ia just come to dinner. You eanaol 
think with what devdish glee he tokl me, that about a week 
a^ 9tB he was driving out of town, he saw Mr. Constantine 
with two .bailiffs behuid him, walking down Floet^atreet! 
Audi besides* I venly believe, he said he had irons on**' 

** Father of Heavens !" ejaculated Mary with a cry of ter- 
tor,.at this ad Hkitum addition of Euphemia^ " Wkat can h* 
have done 7" 

'* Bless my soul, Mary I" returned Euphemia, staring at her, 
•a abe sat pale and trembUng in a chair; ''Why, what 
fri|||^teB8 you so! Does net everybody run in debt without 
minding it !'* 

MiSB Beaufort shook her head ; and looking distraetedly 
about her, put her hand to her forehead. EuphMnia, now 
^oiie tiaimed, fbrced her to drink some wftter ; and, while the 
hevKM^stiuck Mary, with ten thousand vafue and hideoue 
fiittcies racking her heart, leaned aeainst the wall, the little 
beaoty, uneoneeious what part of her narrative occasioned 
these emotions, thouc^t to obliterate what she had said, by 
ai^rjkig mere ; and, determining not to be outdone in *tmiet 
wo^' drew forth her handkerdst^ and putting it to her eyes, 
resumed in a piteous tone ; 

** I am surel shall hate Laacelles all mr lifo, because he did 
not stop the men, and inquire what jail tney were taking him 
lo ! you know, Manr, you and I nught hlivo visited him. It 
would have been delightful to have consoled his sad hours! 
We rai^t have-]ilannM his escape." 

''In ironat*' ejaculated Mary, raising her tearleee eye to 
heaven. 

. Euphemia oeloured at the agonized manner in which tfacM 
words were reiterated,' and raSier coafoaedly replied, " Not 
absolutely in irons. You know that is a meti^morical tenn. 
fiir captivity." 

^ Then he was not in irons V* cried Miss Beaufort^ 
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hot IB iram?" 

''Wfay thtii,** raUiraed fiufihflnla, hatf aiim* at bnnf obb 
Uged to contradict herself : " if 70a are mich a fbol^ lliat fML 
camwt uadentand poetical huiginge, I most tell ymi hairas 
not." 

Mary heard W9 nore, but even at the momont when ^ hti^i 
l^ow ovenpvead her eooBteaanoe, lell aenaeleai back into tha 
chair; 

Enphemia flew immediately to the top of the etaira durielB^ 
mg violently, stood wringing her hands, till Diana and Lady 
Dandaa, followed by ■eiwnl gentlemen, hastened oat of tlia 
■aloon, and demanded what was the matter! Am soon as 
Euphetnia had pointed to Maiy^ dresem^room door. At 
staggered, and nnlmtt; into the aims of Lord Ehonefeu fim htib 
the most oatrageous hysterics. The Marquis, who had just 
ditHit in, on his return mm St. Jamesls, became so possessed 
witn dread of the agitated lady's tearinc his point-laoed ruflleiL 
that m almost as trembling a state ak herself, he giadiy ahu^ 
fled her into the hands of her maid; and eeampetui|^ dewii 
ilBin«8 if all bedlam were at his he^ sprung into hs «<•*•* 
vU, and drove oiT like lightning. 
' When MisB Beaufort open&her eyes, at the sight of such 
a erowd^ahe had nearly rnapaed: but trying to repel he^ e(M»> 
fiisiott, she rose and supporting herself on the ann of Mm 
Dorothy's maid, thanked the company foe their attention, and 
desired to be assisted to her ehainber. 
* Meanwhile. Euphemia, who had been cairied down into the 
saioon, thougnt it time to raise her lily hand, and utter a 
few coherent words ; the instant they were breathed, JIQae 
Dundas and Mr. LaseeUes, in one voice demanded ^riiat wat 
the matter. 

. '<Has not Mary told you?" returned her sister, languidly 
opening her cyet. 

<<No,» answered LaseeUes, lubbiBg his hands with delighted 
duriosEty. '* Come let us hare it ?" 

Euphemia, pleased at tlui^ and loving mystery with all het 
heart, waved her hand solemnly, and in an awful tone, replied : 
**Then it passes not my lips." 

** What, Pheray!" criea he, "you wont vm to believe that 
yovL have seen a ghost ? But you forget they don*t walk al 
nkMay." 

'*Bcfieve what you like," returned she, with an air of eon* 
Vqueatiideofiteniptt **T am satisfled to keep the socref." 
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the most incorngible little idiot ahe hid et^ aeea, •flCouMced 
Lasoelles to join in the ridicule. Detenninine to Ratify his 
apleen, if he coakl not satisfy his cunoeity, mis witless cox- 
omib continued the whole day in Harley-street, for the mere 
pleasure of tormenting Euphemia. From Uie dinner hour un- 
til twelve at nieht, neither his drowsy fancy, nor wakeful ma- 
lice, cotdd findf one other weapon of assuedt, than the ttale 
jokes attending mysUrunu chafnber», levers tncogntlo ; or the 
aiily addition of two Cupid-struck sweeps* hopping down the 
chimney to pay their addresses to their &ir mends. Diana 
talked of Jupiter with his thunder : and patting her sister 
under the chin, added, ^*I cannot doubt that Mary is the favor- 
ed Semele ; But my dear you have overacted your character 1 
As confidant, a few tears were enough when your lady fainU 
ed.'' During thrae attacks, Euphemia reclined pompously on 
a sofa, and not deigning a reply, repelled them with much 
conceit and haughtiness. 

Miss Beaufort remained above an hour alone in her cham- 
ber, before she yentured to go near her aunt. Hurt to the 
Boul, that the idle folly of l^phemia should have aroused a 
tarror which had completely unveiled to the eyes of that in- 
considerate girl the empire which Thaddeus held over her fate, 
Mary, overwhelmed with shame, and arraigning her easy 
credulity, threw herself on the bed. 

H(Mrror-struck at hearing he was led alone the streets in chains, 
she could have no other idea, but that hurried into thecoofr- 
mission of some dreadful deed, he was become amenable to the 
laws, and might suffer an ignominious death. These thoughts, 
having rushed at once on her heart had deprived her <m ail 
self-command. In the conviction that he was a murderer, she 
felt, as if her life, her honour, her soul, were anuihilated. And 
when in copsequence of her agonies, Euphemia, confessed that 
she had in this last matter, told a felsohood, the tumult of her 
joy took refu^ in msenaibihty. 

JBefore Miss Beaufort Quitted her. room, various plans 
suggasted themselves to relieve the unfortunate situation of 
Thaddeus. She found no hesitation in believing him poor; 
siid pbrhaps rendered wretchedly so, by the burdenof thai sick 
fiiend whom she suspected might b^ some near reUtion. Ak 
any rate, she resolved that another sun shouki not pass over 
her head, and shine on him in a prison. Having determinad 
!• pay aU his debts herself^ she next thought of how she 
mi^t managa the afiair without betraying tha hand froaa- 
V'oL IL H 
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wkence the Mnstanoe came. Had h«r aunt, been irsBeMgh 

to leave the house, she could not have scrupled at unfolding t» 
her the receat calamity of Mr. Consumine^ But well aware 
that Miss I>orothy'8 maidenly nicety would be outraged at a 
young woman appearing the sole mover in such a byi ne iL 
she conceived herself obliged at present entirelv to withhold 
her confidence, and decide on prosecuting the whole tnumotion 
alone. 

In conaequenoe of these meditations, her spirits became leai 
discomposea ; and, turning towards Miss Dorothy Somerset's 
apartments, uie found the eood old lady sipping her chocolate. 

" What is this that I have just heard, my dear Ma^ f 
Williams tells me that you have been ill ?" JMiss Beanrori 
returned her aunt's gracious inouiry with an affectionate kiss: 
and, proceeding to inform her, tnat ehe had only been damea 
by an invention of Miss Euphemia's, she bqeged that the sub> 
ject might drop, it being merely one out of the many seheHMs^ 
which she believed that young lady had devised to give her 
ferment. 

<'Ah!" replied Mms I>orothy»<<t h«pe I shall be well 
enough to travel in the course of a few days ! T can now walk 
with a Btidc; and, upon my word, I am neartily tired both of 
Lady Dundas and her daugnters." 

Mary expressed similar sentiments with these; but as the 
declaration passed her lips, a sigh almost buried the last 
Woid. Go when she would, she must leave Constantine be> 
hind ; leave him, without an exf>ectation of beholding him 
more ; without a hope of penetrating that sensitive care, with 
Which he had ever eluded any attempt to discover his birUi or 
misfortunes. She sighed over this refinement of delicacy, and 
^ laced him dearer for His mgtteryJ* 

When the dawn broke next morning, it shone on Mary*s yet 
unclosed eyes^ Sleep could find no languid Acuity in her head 
whilst her heart was agitated with pfans for the r^^ of 
Thaddeus. The idea of visiting the conee-house to which she 
knew the Miss Dundasses directed their letters and of asking 
ooestions about a young and handsome man, made her timidity 
shrink. 

^Bttti** exclaimed she, ''I am not going on an errand that 
need cause a blush on the cheek of prudery itsel£ I am going 
to impart smne alleviation to the sufiSBrtngs of the nfthfft 
enatore that ever walked the earth !** 

Ferhapa iSbtn an fow persani, who boiag audifton of fh» 
Ifeeeh would haTo decided quiu BO eandkUv on tfaa si^i«riatiff» 
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hy vliieh it was oonduded. Mnry heradf mm mot wlioflx 
dijested of doubt about the issae of her conduct ; but cob- 
scious that her motive was pure, she descended to the fareak- 
fost-room with a quieter mind than countenance. 

Nerer before having had an occasion to throw a&lse gloss 
on her actions, she scarcely looked up during breafhst. 
When the cloth was removed, she rose suddenly from her 
chair, and tumui^ to Miss Dorothy, who sat at the other end 
of the parlour with her foot on a stool, she said, ^ eood bye, 
aunt 1 am going to make some particular eaSs, but I 
shall be back in a few hours.** Luckily, no one observed her 
blushing face whilst she spoke, nor the manner, in which she 
shook hands with the old lady, and hurried out of die room. 

Breathless with confusion, she could scarcely stand when 
she arrived in her own chamber j but feeling that no time 
could be lost, she tied on a mushn cloak, covered her head 
with a large summer bonnet, and put a long shawl with a veil 
into her pocket. She hesitated a moment at her chamber 
door ; her eyes filled with tears, drawn from her heart by that 
keen spirit of truth wluch had ever been the gnardiaa of htr- 
conduct. Looking up to heaveni, she sunk dowi^ on her knees„ 
and exclaimed w>th impetuosity, " Father of Meroy ! ft is 
thou only that knowest my heart ! Direct me, I beseech thee ! 
L*et me not commit any thing unworthy of myself or of the 
unhappy Constantine — ^for whom I would sacrince my life, but 
not my duty to thee !" 

Re-assured by the confidence which this simple act of de- 
devotion had inspired, she took her parasol and aesoended the 
stairs. The porter was alone in tne halU She inquired for 
her servant. 

''He is not returned, madam." 

Miss Beaufort, having forseea the necessity of getting rid of 
•11 attendants, ha^ star^ her footman on aii. ^ixtmd as. far as 

« Itiso? no cojp^equence," returned' she t% tl^ porter, who 
was just goins to propose one of Lady Dunda88e$.men ; " I can- 
not meet with any thing disagreeable at this time of day, so I 
shall walk alone." 

The man opened the door, and Mary with a bounding heart, 
hastened down the street, across the square, and at the bot- 
tom of Orchard-street steppM into a hackney-coach, which 
she ordered to drive to Slaughter's coffee-jiouse, St. Martin's 
l^e. 

She drew up tlie glasses! then taking the shawl and yeil^ 
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with tremblinr hands corered her graceful ilgure, hoping that 
the metamorroiosls tnight nudce ber pass very well for a ser- 
vant maid. With difl&lty riiie could individualize the many 
thoughts which agitated her anxious mind whilst the carriage 
roUea along ; and when it drew up at the coffee-house, she 
inyoluntanhr retreated back into the comer. 

The coach door was opened. 

<' Wai you alight, ma'am ?" 

" No, call a waiter." 

A waiter immediately appeared ; and Miss Beaufort, in a 
tolerably collected voice, mquired if Mr. Constantine lived 
there? 

**No, ma'am.** 

A c^ dew stood on Mary's forehead ; but taking courage 
from a latent and East hope, she added, " I know tlmt he has 
had letters directed to this place." 

**Ohl I bee your pardon, ma'am ^'^ returned the man, 
evidently recollecting niraself; ^That is true! I remember 
a person of that name has received letters from hence, but 
they were always fetched away by a little girl." 

" And do you not know where he lives?" 

'' No, ma'am ;" answered he, '* yet some one else may : ( 
. will inquire." 

Miss Beaufort bowed ner head in token of ausknowledgment, 
and sat shivering with sui^nse, till he returned followed by 
another man. 

^ This person, ma'am," resumed he^ <' says he can tell you.' 

*< Thank you, thank you I" cried Mary ; then blushing al 
her eagerness, sha sto^^aed and drew back mto the carriage. 

" I cannot for certain ;" said the man, '* but I know the jsirl 
very well by sight, who comes for the letters ; and I have orten 
teen her standing at the door of a chandler's shop, a good way 
down the lane. 1 think it is No. 5, or 6. I sent a woman 
there^ who came afler the same gentlemcm, about a fortnight 
ago. I dare say he lives there." 

Mary's expectations sunk again, when she found that she 
had nothing out a dare say to depend on ; and, giving half 
a crown to each of her informers, sne desired the coachman to 
drive as they would direct him. 

Whilst the carriage drove down the lane, with a heart full 
of fears, she looked from side to side, almost believing that she 
would know by intuition the house which had contwed Con- 
Mantine. When the man diecked lus bprses„ and her eyes 
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M OB tiM UMto men diir«Uii^ of Mt8» RobfQiv Ae mmO^^ 

" Gsa duft l» the house in which Constantine has lived I 
How oomlbrCless ! — ^And should it not," thou^^t she, as the 
man ^t off his box to inquire^ *< where shiul I 90 for in- 
finmatioD?'' 

The appearance of Mrs. Robson, and h&r immediate affir* 
mativeto tke qiuestbn, '^arethese Mv^ConstaBtine's lockings?" 
at omce dispelled this lasi anxiety. Encouraged dt the 
iiMQtherlY expression of the Jl^od womaiVs manner, Mary 
begged leaTe to alight. Mrs. Kobson readily offered' her arm; 
aMTwith many apologies ibr the disordered state of the house, 
led her up stairs^ to the room which had been the Count's 
home. 

Marv trembled \^lently ; but seeing that every thing de- 
pended on self-oommand, with apparent tranquillky she 
reeeiTed ^ chair that was presented to her, and turning her 
eyes from the books and drawing which told so truly in 
whose apartment she vras, she desired Mrs. Robson, who con- 
tinued standing, to be seated. The good woman obeyed ; 
after some trepidation. Miss Beaufort aslsed where Mr. Con- 
stantino was? Mrs. Robson coltoiired, and looking at her 
questioner for some time, as if doaMiaig what to say^ ouvst into 
tears. 

Mary's ready eyes felt much inclined to flow in conceit : 
but subduing tne. strong emetiiDDS. which shook her breast, she 
added ** I do not come here out of an impertinent curiosity. 
I. have heartl of the misfortunes of Mr« Constantino. I am 
well known to lah fnends." 

" Dear lac^ ?* cried the good woman, grasping at an-y pros- 
pect of suooour to her b^aefactor & ^ if he has friends, who- 
ever they are, tell them he is the noblest, most humane gen- 
tleman in the world. Tell them he has saved me and mine 
from the deepest want : and now he is sent to prison, because 
he cannot pay the cruel doctor that attended the poor dead 
ueneraL" 

" Wkn^ ia kia friend dead !" ejaculated Mary, unable to 
restrain Uie tears which now streamed over her face. 

" Yes," replied Mrs. Robson ; " Poor old gentleman I he is 
dead sure enough: and, Heaven knows, many has been the 
dreary hours that ae^ young manhas watched by hie pillow ! 
He died in that room." 

Mary'A svmnur^ eyes would not allow hat to discern 
objects tbrou^ the open door of that apartment within which 
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FwJtn- am imaiatible viah to know whthtr 
were anjr ralatioii of Conrtaaiui^ At paand a nMmeDt to 
ooiBpoae tlie agitation tJiat might have h c uay cd her, aad 
then adifit 

"I thoudit ma'Am,'* rallied Bin. Rofaaon. <*thalyoaaid 
yoa knew lua fiMndB?" 

^Oviy hia Ei^UA oneat** ratnrned lianr, a littkoonAaed 
at the aoipicion thn answer innlied: ** I had imagined that 
thia old gentleman might hare been hia firther, or an imele, 
or ^ 

"O no^" interrupted Mr& Robaon, a m r o w fv Xty, ''he has 
neitherfirthcrymother, nor ande^ in the vide world. Heonee 
told me thcnr were all dead, and that he saw them die. Alaa! 
sweet aoul f What a power of giiefr he most hare seen in his 
yoong life ; hot HeaTon will fiivor him at last, for though he 
IS in nrisfortone himself, he has been a blessing to the widow 
and the orphan." 
** Da yon know the amomit of his debts?" asked Mary. 

''Only thirty poonds," returned Mrs. Robson: 'Hum! for that, 
they look him out of this room a week ago ; and harried 
him away without letting me know a word of the matter. I 
-bdioTe to this hour, I smmld not have known where he was, 
if that*brate, Mr.. Jackson^ had not come to demand all that 
Mr. Constantino had left in my eare. But I would not let 
him hare it ! I told the man, if my lodger had filled my honse 
with bags of gold, he should not toudi a shilling ; and then 
the iU-natnred wretch abused me, and told me that Mr. Con- 
stantine was in Newgate." 

"In Newgate!" 

" Yes, madun. I hnmediatel^ ran there, and found hkn 
more abto to eomfort me, than I was able to speak to him." 

" Then be at rest, my ^;ood woman," retcfned Miss Beau- 
fort, rising from her chair ; " when you next hear of Mr. 
Constanli^e. he shall be at liberty. He has firiends who will 
not sleep till he is out of prison." 

"May htsTen Uess jrou and them, my dear lady!" cried 
Mrs. Robson, weepinf with joy, " for they will release the 
most generous heart alive." 

Mary cast a wishful look on the drawings which stood on 
a bureau ; then withdrawing^ her eyes, wi& a deep sigh, she 
descended the stairs. At the street»door she took Mrs. Rob- 
ton's JMLttd, and not relinquisbing it till she was seated in the 
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eMeh, p wyrcd it waimly. and leaiviai: wUhin H a pane of 
twtmtf yiwwwui ordered the man to return whence he came. 

Now^ that the temerity of goine herself to Icom the par- 
'tieulare Of Mr. Constantine's uite uad been achieved, deter- 
nined as she was not to close her eyes whilst the man whom 
she Tallied abore her lile^ remained a prisoner and in sorrow, 
she tlioiiC[ht it best to consult with Miss DoroUiy, respecting 
the spee&st means of compassing his emandpaiion. 

In Ozlbrd-road, she desired the man to proceed to Harlev- 
street. She had alighted at Lady Dundos's door^ paid tne 
coach, and stepped- into the hall, oefore she perceived that a 
traveling carriage, belonging to her guardian, had driven away 
to afford room for her humble equipage. 

** Is Sir Robert Somerset come to town ?" she hastily in^ 
quired of the porter. 

<< No, madam ; but Mr. Somerset has jfust arrived." 

The next moment Miss Beaufort was in the drawing room, 
and clasped within the arms of her cousin. 

"Dear Mary!"— "Dear Pembroke !'* were the first words 
which passed between these two affectionate fnendik 

Miss Dorothy, who doated on her nephew, taking his hand 
fondly, as he seated himself between her and his cousin, said 
ia a congratulatory voice, " Mary, our dear boy has come to 
town purposely to take us down." 

** Yes, mdeed," rejoined he, ** my &ther is moped to death 
for want of you botli. You know that I am a sad run-about. 
Lord Aran and Mr. Loflus have been gone these ten days to 
his lordship's aunt*s in Bedfordshire: and Sir Robert is so. ^ 
completely weary of solitude, that he has commanded me," 
bowing to the other ladies, ** to run off with all the fidr inha- 
bitants of this house sooner than leave you behind.*^ 

** I shall be happy at another opportunity to visit Somer» 
set Castle," returned Lady Dundas ; " but I am constrained 
to spend this, summer in Dumbartonshire : I have not yet seen 
the estate that my poor dear Sir Hector bought of the Duke 
of Dumfries." 

Pembroke offered no attempt to shake this resolutiom ta 
the two or three morning caUs which he had made with Sir 
Robert Somerset on the rich widow, he had seen sufficient to 
regard her ari-ogant vulgarity with disgust; and for her 
dauf hters, they were of too common a stamp, to occupy his 
pind any deeper than with a magic lantern impression of a 
tali woman with bold eyes, and the prettiest little blue eyed 
lury hs had ftvcr beheld. 
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Miss Beaufbrt sunk sgidn !nto abstnetkm* Dmq; Um 
first month Of Mary's aequiiiiitanoe with ThnchJeyii sfaflrhAcI 

mentioned in her correspondence with Perabrdke, having met 
with a very interesting and accomplished emigraiit in the * 
quality of a tutor at Lady Dundas's. But her coan% in his^ 
repIieSf^ beginning to banter her on the plea of mty being lUitcl 
to lore^ she gi^bOUaUy dropped all mention of his name as she- 
too truly found) by what msensible degrees the union had 
taKen place within* her own breast. She remembered theSe 
particuitirs, whilst a new method of obtaining the desbedend, 
suggested itself •; and determining (howcver^extraordinarjr her 
conduct mi^ht seem) to rest on uie- rectitude of her motives, 
she resolved, tha^ti as a man' must be the properest person to 
transact such business with propriety, she would engage Pem- 
broke for hei: agent, yrithput troubling MiSs. Dorothy aboot 
the affair.. 

So deeply was she absorbed in these reflbcdom, that Som- 
ei-sct observing her vacant eye fix^ed on the opposke waU^ took 
her hand with an arch snnle and exclaimed. 

"Mary.^ What is the majtcer? Fhopc Lady I>uflda%TO^ 
have not saffered. any one to run away with her heart 7 1 04 
know that I am her cousin, and it is my unalienabie pight.** 

Lady Dimdeis replied, that young ladies best knew- their 
own secrets. 

" That may be, madam," rejoined he, " But I wonftj allow 
Miss Beaufort to know any thmg that she does not transfer to 
me. Is not that true Mary ?" 

"Yes," whispered she, colouring; "and the sooner you 
aiford me an opportunity to interest you m one, thampvel 
shall f6el oHiged; to you.'* 

Pembroke pressecl her hand in token of assent : and in • 
desultory conversation continuing for anotherhalf hour, Mary, 
who dreaded thjs wasting of one minute in a day, so momea-i 
tous to h^. peojce, sat uneasy, till her aunt proposed retiring 
to dress for dinner, and requested Pembroke to assist her up 
stairs^ 

When he retumjed to the drawing room, to hie extreme 
satisfaction, he found' all the party separated excepting Miss 
Beaufort, who Asc^ks.standmg.by onie 01 the windows evidently 
lost in thought. He approached her, and taking her hand, led 
her back to the sofa she had quitted^ 

" Come my dear cousin," said he,, in; an affectionate voiee^ 
"how can I oblige you ?" 

Ma^y stftiggled with her confusion. Hat) she leaa l9f«i 
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Ttwddsoi^ aha found she could with greater eaie ha^e relaieii 
the interest whkh die took in his fate. She tried to speak 
itistinetly, and she acoomplidied it; although her burning 
cheek and down-cast look, told to the fixed eye of Pembroke, 
what she vainly attempted to conceal. 

« M You can indeed obli^ me ! You must remember a Mr. 
Constantine! I once menuoned him to you in my letters." 

** I do^ Mary. You thought him amiable." 

** He was the intimate friend of Lady Tinemouth," returned 
she, striving to look up, but the piercing expression which she 
net from tM eyes of Somerset, beatine ners down again, cot- 
«ired her face <UMi neek with deeper Mushes ; she panted for 
breath. 

** Dear Mary !" said Pembroke, pitying her embarrassment, 
^RduUt he dreaded that her gentle heart had indeed become the 
victim of some accomplished and insidious foreigner, *' Rely 
tm ne, my beloved cousin ; consider me as a brother. If you 
have entangled yourself—" 

Miss Beaufort ^piessed what he would say; and interrupt- 
ing him, added with a more assured air, '' No, Pembroke, i 
have no entanglements. I am going to ask your friendly 
assistance in behalf of a brave and unfortunate Polander." 
Pembroke reddened, and she went on. '* Mr. Constantine is 
a gentleman. Lady Tinemouth tells me, he has been a sol- 
dier, and that he lost all his possessions In the ruin of his 
eountry. Her ladyship introduced him here ; I have seen him 
often, and I know him to be worthy the esteem-of every hon- 
ourable heart. He is now in prison, in Newgate, for a debt 
of thhrty pounds, I ask you to go and release him. That is 
my request, my secret : and I confide in your discretion, that 
you wul keep it even from him." 

** Dear, generous, lovely Mary !" cried Pembroke, kissimp 
her hand, ** it is thus that you always act I Possessed of aU 
the softness of thy sex, dearest girl," added he still more afifeo- 
tionately, ** nature has not alloyed it with one particle of 
weakness. " 

Mary smiled and sighed ; if to love tenderly, to be devoted, 
life and soul to one Mine, whom she considered as the most 
perfect work of creation, be wealmess, Mary felt that she was 
the weakest of the weak ; and with a languid despondence at 
her heart, was opening her hps to give some directions to her 
eousin, when the attention of both were arrested by a shrlU 
noise of speakers talking above stairs. Before the cousins 
had time to make an oboenration, the disputants descended 
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towards the drawing room with a Tiolent dwnoor, — dHnuiH 
injg^ open the door, presented the enraeed figure of Ladj Diu^ 
d \s, f. lio^ved by Dtana, Mrho with no less swollen oountenanoey 
Tvss r;r:'.v.5g vociferously, and- dragging forward the weeping 
Kv.: .'.eMii'i. 

*''ir;v::rvs Hcp^'on !'' c'x.i .'■r.ed Somerset,. amaoed at so 
e>:tra,.r di i?ry a re ». j 'V- h \i is the matter V*- 

i.\ ■.} V -niao 111 a J up aer clenched hands in- a passion. 

'* A jade !; a hussey !f' cried she, incapable of afticu^Cii^ 
more. 

Miss Dundas, still graspiii^ the hands of her strueeling si^ 
terj broke out next, and turning furiou9l>( towards; Maiy, ejb* 
claimed, "You see, madam, what disgrace your lidieukiue 
conduct to that vagabond foreigner baa brought on our fiunily! 
This bad girl has followed your example, and done woni»; 
she has flklTen in tove with him !** 

Mary, pale and trembling at so rude an aocueation, w«e u»» 
able to speak. Lost in wonder, and mcensed at his cousin's 
jS^r^odhess haying been the dupe of imposition, Pembroke stood 
silent while Lady Dundas took up the subject. 

'* Aye/' cried she, shaking her daughter bv the shoulder* 
" you little minx !. if your sister had not picked up these aboo^ 
inable verses which you choe» to write on the absevrs of thjjit 
beggarly fettbw, I' suppose )rou would have ftnishedt Uie-busK 
ness by running oiT with him I' But you shall go. down U> 




between her vulgar Ladyship and the trembling Euphemia, 
"do compose yourself. "I dare say your daughter is pardon- 
able. In these cases the fault generally lies with our sex* 
"We are the seducers." 

Mary ^It obliged: to re-seat herself; and with pale ai- 
tention,^ she H$tenM< to the reply of the frightened Eimhsmia ; 
who, half assured that her whiii» of creating a mutuafpfywiMi 
in the breast of Thaddeus was now no lone er tenable, without 
either shame or remorse exclaimed, " Indeed Mr. Somerset, 
3rou are right. I never should have thought of Mr ConsUua- 
tine, if- he had not teased me every time he came with his 
violent love." 

Mary it>se hastily from her chair. -Thouah Euphemia 
coloured at the suddenness of this motion, and tne immedia^ 
iiadi that she net finom her eye, she went on : " I knav[ Bun 
Beaufort will d«iy it, beoause she thinks he is in lpv9,witlKlMir ; 
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%«ty Mee^ hb Iws swom a thoomid times on haa knees that' 
4m 'Wwm a RanoMi nobleinan in diaguiae^ and admed me above 
every one else in the world.'' 

^Sooondrel!" cried Pembroke^ inianied wltk ladigfiiitiott 
ttt this double conduct. Afraid to read in the expresstvs 
countenance of Mary,'her shame and horror at this discorerf, 
be tamed his oyes on her with trepidation ; when to his sur* 
prise, he beheld her standing perfectly unroo^red| by the side 
of the sofa fnxn whence she had arisenb 

She advanced with a cahn step towaids Snphemia ; and, 
takflRjg hold of her hand Hrhich oOttoeskd hor tee irhflst 
ottering this last fiilshood, drew it &w^ ; aad lenidinff her 
'Mth a serene bat iienetrating look, '^AkpfaemiaP* sakf she, 
^yon ]ao«r well, mat you ate shmderi&g «9 inaooevi ami 
imfiKtanate maik Yon ktiow^ that never m his life did he givB 
yen the slightest reason to suppose that hs was attached to. 
yon! And, as to myself I can also clear him Iran makiog 
prafessioos to me. Upon the honour of ny wofd^ I dedare,^ 
nddfsssing herself to the whole groiqi^ ^ >h»t he n e ver hr e aA ed 
a sentence to me beyond mere respeetk 0y this lial dmriatun 
mi fiuphemia from trath you may fotm an asrimata how finr 
4he fest she has allesed deserves credit.'* 

The yovng lady tmrst into a violent passion of fteais ; ^I 
will not be brow-b«at and insulted, Min jBeaolbrt!'* cried sht* 
taking refuge in noise since right had desertsd hnr^ ^Toa 
know you woold £ght his battles through thick sad thm ! chm 
voo would not have &Uen into fits yes&day, when I toU ymi 
Im was sent to jail." 

Thislast assault struck Mary motionless ; and Lndy Dondas^ 
lifliBigimher hands, exclaimed, *<Good Loird, ke^me frem tho 
Ibrward Sfisses of these times I-sb for yoii» Mhn finphsmiay* 
nddod she, seizing h^r daughter bv the arm, *^fcfa shall leaw 
knm to-morrow morning, i will have no tntnrmg asod filling 
in love in my house ; end for you Miss Beaufort," tuming t« 
Mafy^ who miving recovered herself, stood at a little distanos^ 
^I shall take care to warn IKliss Dorothy Somerset to keep an 

■ over your conduct." 
Madam," replied she indignantly, '* I shall never do any 

ig whieh can dishonour either my family or myself; and of 
thai Miss Dorothy Somerset b too well assured, to doubt for 
«n instaat,^vea should calumny be as busy with me, as it haa 
Immb injnrious to Mr. Constantu^" 

ituy walked towards the door. When die passed Mr. 
BautamL vdiO stood bewildered and tivwmng bends Mkm 
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Dundaa, shessidinacQlieeted and ^vmiherbiiBi, ** PknbvMb, 
I shall leare the room, but ronember, I do not nfteaae yon 
from your enfiragcment." 

Staegeised oy the open firmncM of her maimer, hut looked 
after her as she wuhdrew, and was almost inclined to believe 
thai she possessed the nght side of the argumenu Malice cUd 
not allbw him to thii^ so lon^. The moment the doorelosed 
on Miss Beaofort^ both the sisters fell on him pellBsell s and 
the prejudiced iiliberality of the one, supported by the ready 
.fidsenoods of the other, soon dislodged all faToorable im- 
pnssiona from the mind of Somerset, and filled "Mm aaeir 
with displeasure. 

in the midst of Diana^s third harangue, Lady Dondas hmr- 
iDf oedered Euphemia to be taken to her diamber, Mr. Sontet- 
set was left alone, more incensed than ever, against Thaddavs, 
whom he now considered in the light of an adTenturer, ee»- 
oeafing his porerty, and perhaps his crimes, beneath the gash 
of lies. Thai such a character could by means of his fine 
penwn, aad a few meretricious talents, work himself into the 
confidence of Mary Beaufort, pierced her cousiiv to the soul ; 
'«0d aa he mcMVitfid the stairs, with an intent to seek her in 
her dressing-room, he could not forbear thinking i^aisatift. 
Heetion it vouki aibsd him to hear that Constantine was 
Jhugnd* 

. When -he opened the room door, he found MissBeaufint 
/with his aunt. The instant he appeared the ever beneyolent 
i6Me of Miss Dorothv contracted mto a irQwu, 

''Nephew!'' cried she, '*I shall not take it well in you, if 
jrflU gitie strQUIer coedenee to the passionate and fulgtur asser- 
itQn»of Lady IXindas and her daughters, than you chose t6 
beetow on th!e tried veracity of your cousin Mary V* 
: Pembroke felt that if his countenance had been a fiuthful 
tranaeripi of his mind. Miss Beaufort did not err in supfXMii^ 
that he belieyed the foreigner to be a villain. Feeling it ini- 
possible to relinouish his reason, into what he now denogni- 
lutled the partial Lands of his aunt and cousin, he peri^sted in 
his opinion to both the ladies, that their unsuspieious oatuMi 
had been rondered Subservient to knavery and artifice. 

^ I would not willingly, my dear madam,'' said he, addressing 
Miss Dorothjr, " think so meanly of your sex ba to imagina 
thai an atroeitycan exist in the female heart, -which oouU 
give birth to so cruel and unprovoked c&lumnies against an ift- 
Qdoent man.. I cannot suspect the Miss Dundaasesof such 
Haediess guilt; particularly poor £uphemia» whom L pit/. 
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fiill of k>Te and regret for this adwititrer, to coom from the 
Kune breast which could wamonly biadien his character. 
Such wieiced inconaisteneies in bo youft^ a woman are^ not half 
so probable as, that you my dear aunt and cousin; hstve hd\h 
been deceived. " 

" Well nephew,*' returned the old lady, " you are very 
peremptory. Methinks a little more mercy of opinion would 
better beeome your youth! I knew nothing of this unhappy 
man's peseni distress, till Miss Beaufort mentionod.it to me : 
but before she breathed a word in his &Tour, I had conceived 
a vwry high Mleet for his merits, from the fimt hour in which 
I saw him, I gsiaered by hit deportment and eoaviersaftion, that 
they wore lar above huforttmos^ I thought ao; I sUM think 
•o ; and, notwithstanding aU whidi the Dondassos may choose 
to fabricate, I am dotenmaed to believe tho asseitions of an 
honest ootmtenanco." 

Pembroke amiled, vdiilA he oottpeHod his aunt's reluctant 
hand into his, and said, **1 see, my aear madam, that you aro 
bigotted to the idol of jrour fancy? I do not in the least doubt 
this Mr. Constantino's oidiantments ; butt you must nardom 
me, if I keep my senses at liberty. I shall umk of hun as I 
«oiild almost swear he deserves, although I am aware I hazard 
your affection by my fiimness^" He then turned to Mary, 
whO| with. a swelling and distressed heart, was standing by 
the chimney ; '' fbigrro me my dearest cousin;" continued h«, 
addressing her in a softened voice ; ** that I Mi myself forced 
to apjMar harsh ; it is the first time I ever dissented from 
yoo : it is the first time Mary, I ever thought you prejudiced!" 

Mary drew the back of her hand over her glistening eyes. 
All the tender a^f^ctions of Pembroke's bosom smote him at 
once; and throwing h& ailna round his cousin's waist, ho 
strained her to his breast, and added, " Ah ! why, my dear 
|irl, moM I love yon bettor &r thus ^vxng mo pirn 7 Every 
WHy my darllB£ Mary is more estimable. Even* now, whint 
loppofte you,flM tW,tlwaich year mdnosaiA abused, it 
hill been ehaated into onor if &m aobetku of hoaomM^ 
calajoitiM !" 

Mary folt» ^ thai if the pradeaoe of tmmew and doeoram 
difitatsa silonco in soma ctrcsmataness, in otkars, a pradHKM 
of a hidier order wouhi jnstify her ia doelanag bit tbooghCfc** 
Aooorami^ she withdrew from the rJinying armi or Mr« 
pmmmt; aad^ whilit hm benttlia jgpra wsiipd to ^1^ 

utt«moi*^th(ttiCBnflnaldi9ttty,A«iQMyt>i!^^ '*' 

Tol. u. I 
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^ThUk what ynm plewi», P«ihbn)]ce; I alMll not oontMid 
with you : Mr. C<MWUmtine is of a natnre not to be hidden 
by obecority ; hie character will defend itself; and'all thiit I 
have to add, is thisy I do not rdease you from your promise. 
Coidd a woman transact the affair with propriety, I should not 
keep you to so disagreeable an office ; out I have passed ny 
wonl to myself that I shall 'neither slumber nor sleeps* till 
be is out or prison." She put a pocket-book into Pembroke's 
hand, and added, ** take that, my dear cousin : and, without 
•uffia ing* a syllaUe to trampire uy whidi he may tmspeet who 
senred fim, accomplish what I hate desiied.** 

''I will obey you, Mary,** retursed he lodtin^ graTely: 
** but I mm sorry that sneh rare enthusiaam was not awakened 
by a worthier objeeL MHien you see me agsiii, I hope I shall 
be enabled to say, that your ill-placed generosity is satisfied." 

** Fie, nephew, fie t" cried Miss Dorothy, ** I could not ha¥e 
supposed you capable of conferring a farour souneraciously." 

Mr. Somerset, pained st what he nomhuoed the obstinate 
infatuation of Aiiss Beaufort : and, if possible, more cha- 
grined by what he considered the bUnd and absurd encou- 
ragement of his aunt, lost the whole of her last reprimand in 
his hurry to quit the room* 

Distwroed, di^Ieased, and anxious, he stepped into a 
hackney-QOftch, — ordering it to drive to Newgate. He deter- 
mined to ^ through the business without exposing himself to 
an interview with a man he must now condemn as an artAd 
«nd unprincij^ed villain. 



CHAPTER XXYI. 

The first week of the Count's eonfinement'was renderei 
Jess intfrierable, by the daily visits of Mrs. Robson : who 
havmg broodit his drawing maierials, enabled him, through 
ih» means of te prfnt-seHer, to norchase some civility from 
the brutal and haroiened people who were his eaolers. After 
tiie good womafi hid >erfonned her diurnal kmdness. Thad- 
deus used to torn to the sad circumference of his miserable 
apartment to s^ amusement. When his pencil had acoom- 
niished its task it wearied him : when he took up a book 
having readfdt belwe, it Ailed to engage him. Hepossessed 
nothing, to b«giiiie tltt tadiou9 d^^r. and 3«vetediau««i|^ 
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V 

Bis spirit was in soHtade ; in the most dismal solitude ; ba» 
ished and siiut out from all that coald render life ib^irabje. 

The elasticity and enterprise of soul, inherent in yootli, 
renders no calamity so diffionlt to be borne, as is the fettering 
of its best T^f^^i and most active virtiiea, within the wails (rf 
a prison. Tbaddeus felt this benumbing conrietion in every 
pulse of his ardent and energetic heart. He letraeed all iliat 
ne had been. He looked on what he was. Thou^ he had 
reaped glory when a boy, his ''ftson 9/ numkimdy^ kis erening 
sun was to waste its light, and set in captirfty. 

At short and distant intervals, such melancholy reveries 
^ve place to the pitying image of Mary Beaufort. It som^ 
times visited him m tne day, and it alwayswas his companion 
during night. He courted her lovely idea as ameU, that for 
a while, stole him from painful reflections. With an en- 
tranced heart, he recalled every lineament <Bf her beautiful 
face, every dissolving note of that voice, which had hurried 
bim into tne rashness of touching her hand. One moment, he 
pressed her gold chain closer to his heart, almost believing 
what lady, Tinemouth had insinuated ; the n«ct, he would 
sigh over his credulity, and return with desponding, though 
equally Intense feeling, to her bewitching recoilecticNi. 

The more he pondered on the purity of her manners, the 
elevated principles to which he could trace heractions, and, 
above all, the benevolent confidence with which she had ever 
treated him, (a man contemned by one part of her acquain- 
tance, and merely received on trust by the remainder,) tlie 
more he found reasons to admire her character, and adore 
herselfl When he drew a comparison between Miss Beaufort, 
and women of the same quality, whom he had seen in England 
and in other countries, ne contemplated with delighted won- 
der that spotless mind, whidi having passed tlirough the 
various dangers annexed to wealtfi ancl fashion, still bore 
itself uncontaminated. She was beautiful, and she did not 
regard it ; she was accom})lished, but she did not attempt a 
display : what she had acquired from education, the graces had 
so incorporated with her native intelligence, that the whole 
perfection of her character seemed to have been stamped at 
once by the beneficent hand of Providence. 

Thaddeus never f^It her numberless attractions so faciaa^ 
ting, as when witnessing the generous eagerness with which, 
forgetful of her own almost unparalleled talents, she pointed 
out merit, and dispensed applause to the deserving. Mary's 
nature was eomposed entirely of the gentlen elements, unal- 
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iofad by imliiiiiiimimninH m kMspMUy. Wliite the Coam 
•aw that tiM Hfbanity of hot dispostion made her polxteneas 
mnvenal, he peroeiTed that neiUm' rank, riches, nor splen- 
dour eouM extract from her bosom one sperfc of that lambent 
flame, which strearaed from her heart like fire to the sun, 
towards the muted g^ory of genius and goodness. 

He dwete on this loreljr unsophisticated: character with an 
enthusiaam bordering on idolatiy. He recollected- that she 
had becm educated 1^ the mother of Pembroke Somerset ; and 
tomine from the double remembrance with a sigh fraught 
with all the bittemen and sweetness of love, he acknowled^ 
-how much wisdom (which includea Tirtue). ^^es spini. and 
immortality to beauty^ ** Tes,** cried he, " it is the fragrance 
ef the jflower, which bvet after the bloom of its leayes are 
wi^ered.^ 

From the like aedueing day-dreams, Thaddeus was one 
evening awakened by the entrance of the jailor into his ccIL 
The man pff B tt nted a sealed paper, and told him that he had 
brotiriit it from a atranger, who, having paid the debts for 
wliMh he was confined, had immediatelv withdrawn, desiring 
thai the padcet mig^t be delivered to Mr. Constantine. 

Scarcely ereditine thiainfiirmation, Thaddeus haetily opened 
the letSmr, hoping that it might throw some li^t on his bene- 
ftetor ; a blank eofer. eiiclosin|[ notes to the amount of fifty 
pounds, preaested its«£ Surprised at this, he toU the man 
to leave him, who^ without much ceremony, was staring at 
the money over his ahoulder; and sitting down, he- tri^Tto 
think who had acted so generously, and yet be so careful to 
hide their bounty. 

He had seen suiReient nroofs of a heedless want of charity 
in Miss £uphemia Pundas, to lead him to suppose that she 
eould be so munificent and solicitous for concealment Be- 
sides, how could she have learned his situation 7 He thought 
it Mraa impossible : and that impossibility compelled an erratic 
hope of his present libertv havmg sprung from the friendship 
of Miss Beaufort, to pasa oy him witn painful swiftness. 

*< Gracious heaven!*' cried he, starting from his chair, <' It 
is the indefatigable spirit of Lady Sara Roos, that I recognise 
in Uiis deed ; the generous but unhappy interest which she 
yet takes in my fate, has discovered my last misfortune, and 
thus seeks to relieve me !" 

The moment he had conceived this supposition, he believed 
it ; and, taking up a pen with a grateful, though disturbed 
mnlf he eddreand to b^ ladyship the following guarded note . 
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** An unfiHrCanftte exile, who feeb hixmelf already ofer- 
po wer ed by ihe aenae of not faaTU^ deaenred the notiee which 
Lady Sara Roes has hitherto deuned to take of his misfixw 
tunes, was this morning liberated from prison in a manner so 
genenms and delicate, that he ean affix the act to no other 
than the noUe heart of her ladyship. 

'< The object of thn boonty, bending under the weight of 
obligations which he cannot repay, b^ permission to re> 
enclose the bills which Lady Sara's agent transmitted to him ; 
bat, as the deed which procures his freedom cannot be rec^led, 
Im aeeepta, with the most gratcAd eaotiens, that new instance 
of her ladyship's goodness. 

Thaddeus des^tdied the letter by a porter, and was pre- 
paring another to acquaint Mrs. Robson of his release, when 
the ^K)d woman made her appearance. She hastened up to 
hhn with an animated oonntenanoe, and exclaimed before he 
had time to speak, " Dear Sir f I have seen adear sweet lady, 
who has promised not to sleep till you ace out of this homd 
place!" 

The suspicions of the Count, that his ben^actreas was in- 
deed Lady Sara Roos, were now confirmed ; seating his -ianft 
lady in the only chair which furnished the apartment; to 
satisfy her sensitive decorum, he took his station on the table, 
and tnen said, ^ the lady has already fulfilled her engagement ; 
I am free ; and only wait for an answer to my admowledg- 
ments, before I quit the prison J* 

At this assurance, the delighted Mrs. Robson, crying and 
ianghing by tumsL <hd not cease her ejaculatioBs of joy, till 
the messenger, who had taken the letter to St. James's jplace, 
reftumed with a replywritten by her ladyship, and evidently 
blotted with tears. Thaddeus took out the xe-enclosed hills 
with a flushed cheek, and read as fiillows : 

'' I cannot be mistaken in reeogmsing the proqd and high* . 
Bouled Coostantine^ in the writer ci the Imes which I hold in 
my hand. Could any thin^have imparted to me more com* 
ibrt than your generous belief that there is indeed some virtue 
left in my wretch^ and repentant heart, it would arise from 
the eonsciousness of haring -been the happy person who has ' 
svcooured you in your disfess. But no ; tluit enjoyment was 
beyond my deserving. The bliss oi being the hghtener of 
yonr sorrows was jeaerved by heaaren for a less criminal crca< , 

Voi. II. I 8 



I did not even kaow dMt yoa iMM in ]mmb. Shiet 

I will nol insult yoar nice honoiir by oienng any tet^ in* 
itanoe of my fneodship, than what will eTinoe nur mriI^ gin* 
titnde to your prayen^ and my acmiiwifitnfr wita the com- 
mands of duty. 

** My husband is here, without peroeiTing the nmigea wbidi 
misery and remorse have made in my vaiumf hearc Time, 
peihaps, may render me less unworthy of' fiis tenderness ; at 
present I detest myseiC 

"I return the oills: yon may saftly use them, fiv they 
were never mine. 6. R." 

The generous heart of Thaddeos bled over every line of 
this letter. He filtlhat it bora a standi of troth, whieh did 
not leave him a moment in doobi that he owed his rdease io 
some other hand. Whilst he fiikled it np^ hie suspicions next 
lif^hted on Ladv Tinemouth. He had received one short let 
ter from her laayship staoe her departnre, mentioning' Maria's 
•tayingin town to meet Mr. liontnaor: Miss Beaufort's de- 
tention on account of Miss Dorothy's accident: and cloatng 
with the iate&igenee of her own sale arrival at the Wold. 
The idea struck him, that as he had d'elayed anewcring this 
letter in oonsequence of his bite embarrassment, she had made 
some inquiries regarding him, which having led to a discovery 
of his situation, most probably Miss Egerton had viaitsd Mra 
Robson by the commands of the Countess, and finding tht 
infbmiation true, had proceeded these lengths to obtain his 
release. 

According to these sappositiona, ha questioned his landlady 
about the appearance or the ladj whom At had seen. Mrs. 
Robson replied, '^She was indifferently tall, but so wrapped 
up that I oonld neither see her fiioe nor figure, tfaocu^ I am 
certain firom the softne« of her voioe^ the muci be both young 
and' handsdme. Sweet creature! I am sure she wept two or 
three times. BeaUee she is the meet charitable end alive, 
next 10 you. Sir, Ibr she gave me a purse with nineteen aut- 
neae : and she told me die knew your honors English 



nanatioo, substantiating his hope of Lady Tine- 
mouth being his bene&ctress, that the land Maria was her 
sMit! aao the gttnlevan who had defray«d the debt, 
Mr^Mentraeor; he Ibiwdhhnedf easier undir an obfigaiiN^ 
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the Cftfitoi'i nurtcnMU lore for hiiB. To reject her present 
benelaetioii, wmdd be to sacrifioe ffratitnde oa the altar of 
morbid delicacy. He felt, that " xu&hi^ can be great, that it 
is great to despiae ;" and rather than p«n Lady Tinemouth, 
by relinquishing her bounty, he smothered in his breast the 
embers of a h^uehty repulsion, which haTing burst forth in 
the first hour of nis misfiNrtunes, was ever ready to consume 
any wish that might engender the weight ^obligation. 

Thaddeus quitted his ceil ; and, ordering that a coadi might 
be brought to the great gate of Newgate, he was obeyed ; and 
with thankiiiiiiese to hesven, fer again being permitted to 
taste the wfaoleeome braeze of a free atmosphere, he handed 
his delighted landlady into the Tehiele. 

80 true it is, that advantages are only appreciated by com- 
parison: when the Count r»^ntered nis numble apartment 
m St. Martin's lane, he considered it a palace of huury op- 
posed to the duiweon he had left. 

''AhP cried Mm. Robeon, pointing to a chair, '^there is 
tfke very seat in whidi that dear lady sat! Sweet creature t if 
I had loiown that I durst believe all that she promised, I would 
have fiiUen on my knees, and kissed her feet, for bringing 
back your dear self!" 

*' I thank you, my dear madam," returned Thaddeus^ smiK 
me with a brimming eye at such ardent demonstrations of 
ametion ; '^but where is little Nanny, that I may shake hands 
with her?" 

The child wricomed the Count with Aoee animated ex- 
prestaons of joy, insepanble from a good ^ad inexperienced 
heart. It bttnr late, he retired at an earlynour to his pU- 
bw, where he found that repose, which had been soiu^ht in 
vain, withia the ^oomy and (he supposed) eternal walls of a 
prison. 

In the morning, he was awakened by the light footsteps of 
his pretty waiting*maid enterine the front room. His coam- 
ber door being open^ he asked her what was the hour ? she 
replied, nine o'doek ; editing that she had brought a letter, 
wnich one of the waiters from Slaughter's coffee-house had 
Just left, with the information that he did so by the orders of 
a footman in rich livery. 

Thaddeus desired it mi^t be given to him. The child 
obejredandqiHtted the room. He saw that the superscript 
tion was in Miss Dundaa's hand ; and opening it with plea- 
mn, beJBi^ siNiqr (hii« mtsrevtcid him whieh ismt Mm (Be 
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home that eontained Mary Beaalbrc, to hit ummmmai aad 
consternation, he read lAie foHownig; pMsioAat* and iatempet- 
ate lines t 

^ To Mr» CoMkmHke, 
**Mr. Constantine, 

" By a miraculous circumstance, this morning, your deep 
and daring plan of Tillany has been diseorered to Lady D— — 
and myseu. The deluded Tictim, whom your arts ana false" 
hoods would haye seduced to dishonour her &mily by con- 
necting herself with a vagabond, has at length seen through 
her error ; and now detests you as much as ever your inaai^ 
ferable presumption could have hoped she would distinguish 
you with her regard. Thank heaven ! you are completely 
exposed ! This young woman of fashion (whose name I will 
not trust on the same page with yours) has made a full con- 
fession of your villaneus seductiens ; for her own reprehensi- 
ble weakness,^ in ever having deigned to hsten to one so low. 
She desires me to assure you, that she hates you : and com* 
mands you never again to attempt the insolence of appearing 
in her sight. Indeed this is the language of every uovH in the 
house, of Lady D , Miss I> ■ ■ S-- — , Miss B *^ ■ , ba- 
sidesthatofD D . 

** Horley-ttreet*' 

Thaddeus read this ridiculous letter twice, before he could 
]>erfect]y comprehend its meaning. In a paroxysm of indigna- 
tion at the vile subterfuge under which he did not doubrEu- 
phemia had screened some accidental discovery of her absurd 
passion, he hastily threw on his dothes, and determined, 
though in defiance of Miss Dundas's mandates, to fly to Ha»> 
ley-street, and clear himself in the eyes of Mary and her ven»> 
rable aunt. ■ 

Having flown rather than walked*, he arrived in sight of 
Lady Dtmdas's house, just as a coach, full of her lad^^hip^ 
maids and packages, dirove fVom the door. Hurryinff up tke 
step, he asked the porter, who was standing ia tiialial^ if Miss 
Dorothy Somerset were at home. 

"No/' replied the man; <*she and Miss Beau^rt, with 
Miss Dundas and Mr. Somerset, went out of town this morn- 
ing by eight o'clock ; and my lady and Miss Euphemia about 
an hour ago set off* for Dumbarton,. in Scotland, where they 
mean to stay all the summer." 

Atthit ttforraatioB, whkh 8o«Md t« ba tlie «aiiiig of hw 
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cwid B Wuati i m witk MaiT) Tbaddmis Mt Iw keut imushIAd! 
^e eore. Unftcquaintea till this moment with the tonnaBls^ 
attending the calumfiiated, he could scarcely subdve the tem- 
pest in his breast, when forced to reeeire the conTictieOy that 
the woman whom he loved above all the world, now regained 
him as not merely a villain, but the meanest of villains. 

He returned home, indignant and agitated. The know- 
ledge that Pembroke Somerset had probably listened to the 
ftJMhoods of Eui^mia, without suggestin^^ one word in 
defence of him who had once been his &end, miliotud a pa^jg 
more deadly than the rest. Shutting himself within las 
apartment, tossed and tortured in soul, Ee tiKversed the roooiy 
tiU resolvme to seek redress from the advice of Lady Tin»- 
mouth, he descended the stairs: and telling Mn. Jtobeaa 
that he should leave London next morning for Lineonshim, 
beg^ her not to be uneasy on his account, as he went on 
husmess, and would return in a few days. 

The good woman ahnost wept at this Intelligence ; and 
when she saw him depart, followed the wheels « the stagi^ 
aoaeh with sighs and blessings. For the Count, his imig 
journey passed in resentful reveries, or affectionate anticipa- 
tions of the moment when he should pour out his cnudtude ta 
the maternal tenderness of Lady Tinemouth; an#lsam from 
her delicacy and experience, how- to wipe from the minds of 
Miss Dorothy Somerset and her lovely neice, sentiments of 
him, so dishonouring, torturing, and false. 



CHAPTER XXVUI. 

Tbb porter at Lady Dundas's had been strictly comet in 
Us aooount respectine the destination of the dispersed mem- 
bers of hm ladyship's households 

Whilst Pembroke Somerset was sullenly executing his 
Ibreed act of benevolence at Newgate, Miss Dundas suddenly 
look it into her ever-scheming head, to compare the naerits at 
Somerset's rich expectancv with the pennylesB certainty ot . 
Laacelles. She considerea how high the wife of a baronet 
stood in the train of precedence over the humble eara apoaa oi 
a man, owning no other rank than a reflected lustre, shot from 
the coronet of an elder iHrother. Lady Somerset, she thought, 
would be a prettier salutation, than the empty courtesy of 
Boooorable. Besides, Pembroke was very handsome j Las* 
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can him ugly; but they wore odd mortals, who, not beiieYing^ 
die witdea^tifckoris doctrine of the tayior and his decorating 
ai^unets, eouftd not oompreheBd that, although a mere human 
I can hnTe no raeh property, a man of fossion may 
an dixir vite which makes a^ youth; defonnity 
ity ^ and even tranaforma vice into virtue. 

In apite of remembrenoe, which reminded Diana how oft^ 
amidsi a little bevv of lemale^ she had oootended with acn- 
vony that all Mr. Laaoelles^s teeth were his own ; that his 
nose was not a bit too kmg^, being an exact /oe nmiU of the 
•ame foatnre which reared its sublime ounre over the capa- 
cious month of his AoUe brother. Lord Castle-Gonway ; nat- 
withstanding this, the Pythagorean preteDsions of fitthioo 
bc^gan to lose their ascendancy ; and in the re cesses of her 
mmd, when Miss Dundas compared the light elegance of 
Pembroke's figure, with the heavy limbs of her present lover ; 
Pembroke's dark and ever animated eyes, with the gooseberry 
orbs of Laaoelles : she dn^iped the parallel ; and resolving to 
caj^vate the heir of Somersetpcastle, admitted no remorse at 
jilting the brother of Castl e Conway> 

To this end, belbro Penbroke'a vetam firom Newgate, 
Diana had told her moth^ of her intention to aooompany 
Miss Dorothy down to the baronet's ; where she would re- 
main, till her ladyship should think £uphemia might be 
trusted to rejoin her m town. Neither Miss Dorothy nor 
Miss Beaufort liked this arrangement ; and with an aching 
heart, the latter prepared to lake her seat next morning, at an 
early hour, in the travelling equipage which was to convey 
them all into Leicestershire. 

At supper, Pembroke sullenly informed Mary of the suo 
eesi of her oommands ; that Mr« Ck>iistantine was tne^ This 
aasuranee, though imparted with so ungrmaouaan air, laid her 
head with less distraction on her pillow ; anc^ aa she stepped 
into Sir Robert's carriage next cUy, enabled her with more 
ease to deck her lips with-smiles. she felt that the penetrat- 
ing eyes of her cousin were never withdrawn from her iuse ; 
omnded with his perverseness, and their sGrutiny, she tried to 
baffle their inspection. She attempted gaiety, when she gladly 
would have wept. But when the coach mounted the top ot 
High^te Hill, and discovered a last view of that city, whieh 
contamed the being whose happiness was the sole object of 
her thoughts and prayers, she leaned out of the window to 
A (ear which abe could not repreas ; feeling that another 
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anoiitar #oifld tUiit, she eemplained of tlie dust ; audi 
poUiiig her Teil aver her eyes, drew DAck into the coiw of th« 
carriage* — ^The trembling of her roice and hands duxine the 
perfonnanee of this little artifice, too well explained to Pen* 
boke what was passing in her mind ; at once dispelling Una 
gjoom which had shrouded his own countenance, he turned to* 
wanis her with a compassionate tenderness in his words and 
Imoks^ which, gradually softening her displeasure into the easy 
OQBTersation of re^rocal affection, rendered the remainder of 
fh^rjoumey less irksome. 

Wben, at the end of the second day. Mary foond herself in 
die old avenue leading to the base of tne hill that sustains the 
revered walls of Somerset Castle, a mingled emotion took 
pooaession of her breast ; and when the carriage had attained 
die foot of the highest terrace, she sprung impatiently out of 
it, and hastening up the stone stairs into''tlie front hall, met her 
vncie at the door of the breakfast parlour, where he held out 
lids arms to receiTe her. 

** My Mary ! My darling," cried he, embracing her now 
wet cheek, and stroinmg hnr throbbing bosom to his own, 
" Why, my dear love," sdded, he, almost carrying her into the 
room, *' I am afraid this visit to town has injured your nerves t 
Whence arises this a^tation ?" 

Mary knew that it injured her peace ; and now, that the 
flood-gates of her long^repelled tears had opened, it was be- 
3^nd her art or the soothings of her affectionate uncle to stay 
Ihem. A moment after, her cousin entered the room, followed 
fry Miss Dorothy and Miss Dundas. Miss Beaufort hastily 
arose to conceal what she eoutd not check, and kissing Sir 
Aob«rt*s hfuad, asked permission to retire, under the pretence of 
n^aining those spints which had been dissipated by the 
fiktigues of her journey. 

In her own chamber she did indeed atm^gie to recover her^ 
m^ She shuddered at the impetuosity of her feelmgs when 
once abandoned of their reins ; and resolved from this hour to 
hold a stricter guard over the emiaequences of her iI14hled 
passion. 

. She sat down in the window of her apattment, and,' look- 
ing down tho extensive vsie of Somerset, watched the roman^ 
tic wanderings of the Witham winding its courae through th4' 
dmnaias of the eastle, and nourishing the roots of those 
ipmiense oaks, which still wave dieir centennial arms over'ita 
ifuiet stream* Mary .reflected on the rsvekidoi^'wfaieh had^ 
mkta ji»$e m huL modi aiuat she* jndked on iu haakeiiiii 



wmua^tlMttpreMded her Tiut to London. Tbsn^ihv' 
M aicy and gay at the lark; each object w«a.br^iit and-lnta^ 
to her eyeof 1m|m aaemed to woo fnm the men elope, ewfy 
lemote dingle ; aU natture breathed of joy, bccauae her own 
IwnAet wae the home of gladness Now, all eontumed: thi 
■ame, but the was changed. Surrounded by beauty, sbanpt 
knewledged ita presence ; the sweetness of the Aowm liMthiid 
her sense in fragrance ; the setting sun, giUing the heigfct^ 
shed a yellow glory orer the distant kiUsf the birda waea 
hailinff the fallen due that spangled eirery leaf; Mary gand 
around and sighed heavily, when she said to herself^ '*£Tea in 
this paradise I shall be wretched. Alaal my heart in fm 
awegr 9 aogr eotd Uneers diout one whoml may never mere ben 
hM I abmit one who may soon cease to lemember that aneii 
» being as Mmt Beaufort is in existenee^ He will le»ra 
England !" cried she, raising her hands and eyes to the glowipg 
heaTenSk " He will iixpe, he wiU die, &r, nr from mei Inai 
distant land he will wed another, whilst I shall know no wisis 
tjMA strays firom him.** 

Whilst Mary indulged in these soliloqiuea^ Ae fonot htA 
^Hoberi and her resolution, tin he sent her maid tofasg*,' 
thai it ike weve better, she would oome down and make tea wc 
him. At this summons, Miss Beaufort dried her ejres, and de» 
soended with an assumed serenity to the sakxm, where the 
fiunily w«e now assembled. Tm Baronet, having greeted 
Miss I>undas with an hospitable weteome, ssntsri himmf be* 
tween his sister and his son ; and whilst he received his 
^voMte bsMrage fjrem the hands of the lovely Mary, hm 
foimd tliat. comfort had once more re-entered his bosom. 

Sir Robert Somerset was a man whose appearance alonn 
nonet have attractsd respect. His pemon hon the stamp-oi 

nity; and his manners, which possessed the ezquisitek 

' erssl eeteem. Though little 




of travel, eeeured him nnxvi 

d £fty, the varioua perplearities to whiefa he hnd beev 
t^mndiom & his youth, had not .only xoidered his hair peHbsl^ 
W grey; but, by eloudiiv hiaonoe faidliant ejres with toooghl*- 
nilness, had marked his aspect with dd age and melaaeho^ 
Tke BtxtmtfffB entnnice into ^«y Vih waa eetobeated fbr wit 
•ad vivacity 7 ha w^ tha-ammatan|g^ spirit of esrery party: 
wlwn strange to tell, an incoqalieaUe ttetamorphoaiatacik plana. 
8oon afier hie return fi«n abroad, hia marriage with liim 
8eM]fiNrt,(a wocnui whom hn loved' tnmadaaa^Y *'*hTifw pim^ 

^ef kaBBfaMii aeeoMd ts>cbaac6 his'-mlim. nm^i 
%jBMiwLttHe ea ndMtib AflM hsr 
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'death, the altenition in his mind produced still more eztBusk> 
dinuy efTeets, and showed itseif more than once in all the 
terrors of threatening insanity. 

The latest attack of the kind which assailed him, was about 
<fae middle of last winter ; it seized him under the appearaaee 
*of a swoon, as he sat reading the newspaper at breokftat ; he 
^iras carried to bed, and awoke in a deiirmm, which menaced 
«ither inunedimte death or the total extinction of his intellectak 
fio weyer neither of these dreads being confirmed, m the course 
«f several weeks, to the wonder of every body, he recoverad 
both his health and his sound mind. Notwithstanding this 
happy event, the circumsteuices of his danger having deeply 
«lfected the hearts of his family, he continued to be a very 
MUEious object of attention. Indeed solicitude did not tenm- 
nate with them; the munificence of his disposition having 
.spread itself through every country in which he owned a 
rood of land, as many prayers ascended for the repose of his 
epkit, as had ever petitioned heaven from the mouths of 
** monkish headtmen,*^ m favour of power or virtue. 

Since the demise of Lsuly Somerset, this excellent man drew 
all his comfort from the amiable quahties of his son Pembroke. 
Sometimes in his livelier hours, which came " like angel eutte, 
« few and far betweeny'^ he amused himself with the playfubiess 
of the little Earl of Arun, the pompous erudition of Mr Loflus, 
{Mrho was become his lordship's tutor,) and giving oceasianal 
entertaitiments to the gentry of his neighbourhood. 

Of all the personages contained within this circle, (which the 
hospitality of Sir Robert extended to a circumference of thirty 
miles) Lord Berrington, was the most respected. 

The numerous visitants who attended the Somerset hunt, 
were too gay to be admitted with intimacy. A son of one of 
these itinerant families, (which, ever on the full chase of plea- 
" wire, had fixed itself at Woodhill Lodge, on the right of the 
little town of Grantham,) by calling at the castle soon after 
the arrival ci the London party, caused a trifling change in 
its disposition. 

When Richard Shafto was ushered into the saloon, be 
nodded to Sir Robert, and turning his back on the ladies, told 
Pembroke that he had ridden to Somerset on purpose to bring 
liim to Woodhill Lodge. 

** Upon my soul," cried he, " if you don't come, 1 will leave 
my mother. Would you believe it, that, on account of Sir 
tiallerand having cone out plenipotentiary to some damned 
place on the continent, she has taken it into her head t» 

FoLJLK 
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fiMticate in the coantiy till his return ? Upon tey sduly I am 
Moped to death 1 There is not a creature but yoursdf, within 
twenty miles^ that I would speak to ; not a man worth a aix 
peooe. i widk to heaven my fiitft^r had l»t>Ken his neck 
oefore he had accepted that rascally embassy, which enconben 
me with the charge of an old womanj" 

After thii dutmd wish, which brought down a weighty a^ 
monition firam Miss Dorothy, the young gentleman promised 
to b^ her pardon for his ill manners, provided she could pei^ 
•oade PeraorcAe to accompany him to the Lodge. Mr. Soniei^ 
■et did not evince much alacrity in his consent; but pui^ 
posely to rid his &mily of such a noisy guest, he rose from his 
chair, and aoauiescing in the sacrifice of a few da^ to eood 
nature, bade nis fioher fiurewell, and gave orders mr a lide to 
Grantham. 

As soon as the gentleman had left the saloon, Miss Dundaa 
ran up stairs, axiid, fi:x)m her dressing-room window in the 
west tower, pursued the steps of their horses cantering down 
the windinj^ steep into the hig^ road. An abrupt angle Ok 
the hill hidine them at once finom her view, she turned round 
with a toss of the head, and flinging herself into a chair, ex* 
claimed, ''Now I shall be bored to death by his abominable 
prosing fiuniiy ! I wish the devil had taken Shafto before he 
thought of coming here !" 

In consequence of the humor which engendered the above 
no very flattering compliment to the society at the castle^ 
Miss Dttndas descended to the dininr^room with sulkv looks 
and a cbillins air. She swallowed what the baronet kid on 
her plate wiui an indolent appetite, cut her meat into miuce^ 
and draeged the vegetable over the table-clotlL Miss Dorothy 
coloured at this indifierenoe to the usual neatness of her da-, 
mask covers: but Miss Dundas was so completely in the sul» 
lens, that heedless of any other feelings than her own, slie 
continued to pull and knock about the things just as her ilU 
humor dictated. 

The petulence of this lady's behaviour did not in the least 
assimilate with the customary tranquillity of Sir Robert's table : 
and, when the cloth was drawn^ he could not refrain from ex- 
pressing his concern, that Somei-sct Castle appeared so little 
calculated to afford satisfaction to a daughter of Lady ]>indaa 
Miss Dundas attempted some awkward dcclamtion, thit she 
was never more amused, never happier. But the small cr©- 
4it which Sir Robert gave to her assertion, was fully honoui^ 
«d the next morning, by the ready manner in which she w> 
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etatod « caciml invitalion to spend Um ensaiag day and night 
at Xady Shaflo's. Her ladyship called on Misi DorotJhy, and, 
intending to have a party in tke evening, invited tlie tvo 
young ladies to return with her to Grantham, and be her 
piests for a week. Mary, whose spirits had much to combat 
before they could regain their former serenity, declined her 
civility ; while, with a eleam of pleasure, she neard it accept 
ed by Misa Dunda/^ who deported with her ladyship fiur Uie^ 
Lodce, 

Whilst the enraptured Diana, all life and glee, bowlec 
akm^ with Lady Shafto^ anticipaUng the delight of onca more 
seatmg herself at the elbow of Pembroke Somerset ; Mary 
Beaufort, relieved from a load of ilUreauited attentioiaa, walk* 
ed out into the park to enjoy in solitude^ the intoxicating sor* 
row of thinking on the uimappy and fav distant Constantine. 
Regardless of Uie way, her tootsteps, thojog^ robbed of elastic 
city by Bjghtly watching and daily regret^ led her beyond the 

Sark, to the ruined church of Woolthrope, its southern boun*. 
ary. Her e3res were fixed on the cwpesite horizoik. It was 
the extremity of Leicestershire ; and far, far behind thosa 
hills, was that XiOndon, which contained the object dearest to 
her souk The wind seemed scarcely to breathe as it floated 
towards her ; bc|t it came ffom that quarter ; and believinf^ it 
laden with every sweet which love can fancy, she threw back 
ner veil to inhale its balm ; then blaming heraelf for such baby 
weakness^ she turned blushing, homewards, and vrept at 
what she thought theunjpea^onable tenacity of her pas8i<m. 

The arrival of Miss Dundas at the Lodge was conununicap 
ted Jto the two young men on their return n*om a traverse on 
Iboi of haV the country, in quest of saine^ The 9«ws extract- 
ed an oath %0m Shafto ; nut rather pleased Somerset, who 
angured. some mnusement from her attempts at wit and judg- 
ment. Tked to death, and dinner heme over when they 
entered with ravenous appetites, they swallowed their uncom^ 
fortable meat in a remote room ; then, throwing themsehrea 
along the sofas, yawned and slept for nearly two nours^ 

Pembroke wiuced first, suddenly jumped on the floor, and 
riuiking his disordered clothes, exclaimed, *' Shafto ! Qet up^ 
This is abominable! Elaith, I cannot help thinking that if wa 
vpend one half of our days in pleasure, and the other in loUing 
cfr its iatigiues, we shall nave pe38ed through life more to- our 
shame than our profit !** 
** Tlieoi yo^i, v»y {^9 tH« sha«^ t^ leava me the iprofit |^*^ 
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cried his oompaiuon, taming himself ronnd ; ** so godd Bi^ 
toyou.** 

Pemfafryke rang the belL A servant entered. 

"What o'clock is it ?»» 

** Eis-ht, sir," 

"Who are up stairs?" 

" My lady, sir, and a large party of ladies." 

" There now !" cried Shafto, yawning and kicking out his 
legs. " You surely won't go to be bored with sudi damned 
mattodlin company?" 

"I choose to join your mother," replied Pembroke. "Are 
there Any gentlemen, Stephen ?" 

"One, sir f Doctor Denton." 

"Confound you!" roared Shafto; "what do you stand 
jabbering there for? you won't let me sleep. Can't you send 
aws^ the fellow, and go look yourself?" 

"1 will, if you can persuade yt>urse}f to rise off that sofit, 
and come with me." 

"May the deril catch me if I do ! Gtet about your business, 
and leare me ta mine. 

"You are incorrigible, Shafto?" returned Pembroke as he 
closed the door. He ascended the stairs to change his dress, 
and before he gained the second flight, he had resolved not to 
8|iend two other whole days in the company of such an un- 
Riaimered, unideaed cub. 

On Mr. Somerset's entrance into Lady Shafto's drawing- 
room, he saw many ladies, but only one gentleman, who was 
the before»mentioiMd Doctor Denton, a poor shallow-headed, 
parasitical animal. Pembroke, having seen sufficient of him 
to despise bis pretensions both to science and sincerity, passed 
his wide smirk and eager inquiries with a distancing bow, and 
took hiB seat beside of the now delighted Miss DuMas. Th# 
vivid spirits of Diana, which she managed should be peculiarly 
sparkling when he made his appearance, entertained him; 
when compared with the insipid sameness of her ladyship, or 
the brutal ribaldry of her son, her mirth was wdt, and her re- 
marks wisdom. 

" Dear Mr. fiomerset !" cried she,^' how good yon are to break 
this sad solemnity. I yow, until you showed your fiice, I 
thought the days of Paganism had reviyed, and that, ladcing 
of men, we were assembled here to celebrate the mysteries of 
the Bona Deo." 

" Lacking of men 1" replied he, smihngy " You haye oyeiw 
looked the assiduous Doctor Denton." 



^''O ttO| tkat isa caraeleon in man's clothiiig. Ho breaths 
Air, he eaU air ; he emits air ; and a most pestilential breath 
it 18; only observe how he is pouring nonsense into the ear of 
Jr<MKler sable statue." 

t'embroke directed kis eyes as Miss JlXudas had desired 
him ; they fell on Doctor DentoiL who stood whispering, bow- 
ing, and pressing his brsast before (^.iady id black, who sat 
stimost conceafed by the window curtain. The lady put up her 
tnj^ the Doctor pioceeded : she frowned^ he wowld not bedauii* 
M.f the fady rose from her scat, and' slightly bedding htt 
head, crossed the room. Whilst Mr. Somerset was contem* 
ftUtiai' her m^estic figure, and fine, though pale features, 
aiias Dundas touched his arm | snuUng satincaiiy, she repeat* 
ad in an a£lected rolce t 

** Had / peniifot X\iin ! devout 9nd holy ! 
" Hail, dMntst Melancholy^*' 

^ ** If she be melancholy," returned Pembroke, ttncoaaciowly 
•ighing, *' I would for ever say, 

< Henee^ unAoly Mirtk^ ofFaUy.homr » 

Miss Dundas reddened. She had never liked this interest- 
Hig woman, who was not only too handsome for competitioDi 
iNit possessed of an understanding whose temper would not 
tolerate ignorance and presumption^ Diana'Sj^H^natured in^ser* 
ttnence having several times received deserved chastisement 
from that quarter,, she was vexed to the soul, when Pembroke 
dosedhis animated response with the question, ** Who is she ?** 
^ Miss Dundas, rather too> bitterly for the success of her de* 
sicn on his heart, iterated his words, and then answered, 
,^ Why, she is crazed She lives in a place called Uarrowby 
4.bbey, at the top of that hill," continued she, pointing throueh 
the opposite window to a diM^t risine grouBtd, <^^ which tha. 
looon was shining; bri^v } *< and, I am told, frightens the 
cottagers out of their witaby hepmidiiifiiit strolW' 

Hsudly knowing how to credit this wud account^ Pembroke 
asked Iiis informani if she wera serious. 

" Never more so." 

''Her eyes are uncommonly beautiful.. You must be j^st- 
mg* returned he : '* they seem perfectly reasonable." 

Miss Dundas kxughed*^ ''Like Hamlet's, they ^know not ' 
metmt. hd have that wUhIn wMeh pa»s^ thmo P Believe me, 

r3.n,K% 
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ite it mttd enough'for Bediian ; and of tliat I could soon ton* 
vinee /ou. I wonder how Lady Shafto thought of inviting htf 
at all f" 

" Well,** cried Pembroke, ** if those features announce 
madness, I shall never admire a look of sense again." 

** Blsss us t*' excUumed Miss Dundas, ** you are wonde]> 
fally stHick! Don't you see, she's old enough to be your 

^ That may be," answered he, smiling ; ** nevertheless she 
is one of the most lovely women I ever beheld. Come, tell me 
her name." 

**I will satisfy you in a moment," rejoined Diana : ^'and 
then away with your rhapsodies I 8he is the very Countess of 
Tinemouth, who brought, as her most particular friend, that 
vagabond fpreigner to our house, who would have run off with 
Phemy." 

**Lady Tinemouth!" exdaimed Pentbroke, *' Inever saw 
her before. My ever lamented mother met her whilst I was 
abroad, and she esteemed her higlily. Pray present me to 
her." 

" Impossible !" replied Diana, vexed at the turn his curi- 
osity had taken ; ** 1 wrote to her about ike insidious wretch, 
and now we donH speak." 

*'Then I will introduce myself" answered he: he was 
moving away, when Miss Dundas (whose delight lay in tor- 
menting those whom she could not subjugate) caught hold of 
his arm, and by^^bme attempts at badinage and raillery, with- 
held him in his place, till the Countess made her Ikrewel ' 
curtesy to Lady Snaflo, and the door was closed. 

Disappointed at this manoeuvre, Pembroke reseated himself 
and pondering on what could be the reason whyhis aunt and 
cousin had not heard of her ladyship's arrival at Uarrowby, he 
determined to wait on her next day. Regardless of every 
word which the provoked Diana addressed to him, he r&- 
mained silent ana meditating, till the loud rcice of Shaflo, 
roaring in his ear, made him turn suddenly round: Miss 
Dundas tried to laugh at his reverie, thougn she knew that 
such a flagrant instance of inattention was death to her hopes: 
but Pembroke, not inclined to partake in the jest, coolly asked' 
his bearish companion what he wanted 7 

"Nothing, upon my soul," cried he, "but to hearyou speak. 
What the devil were you looldne at on the carpet? Miss 
IXindaa tells me, that you have fost your heart to yonder 
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^dm Oountwsy that my mother wanted me to gallant up tkt 

" Shafto I" answered Pembroke, rising from his chair, " You 
fannot be speaking of Lady Tinenrouth?" 

" Efaivh, I am !" roared he : " and if she be such a scamp as 
lo live without a carriage, I won't be her lacquey for nothing. 
iTwo miles are not to be tramped oyer by me, with no better 
•Dmpanion than an old painted woman of quality." 

*- Surely you cannot mean,*' returned Pembroke, " that her 
bdvahip was tP walk from hence ?" 

"Without a douby cried Shafto, bursting into a hon^ 
leiugh ; '*you would be clever to see my Lady Stingy in any 
•ther carriage than her clogs." 

Irritated at the malice of Miss Dundas, and despising the 
tul]B;ar illiberaUty of Shafto, Pembroke, without oeignmg a 
feply, abruptly left the room ; and hastenine; out of the house, 
lan rather than walked, in hopes of overtaking the Countess 
ftod her servant before they reached Harrow by. 

He crossed the little wooden bridge that lies over the, 
Witham ; he scoured the fields, and leaping over every stile. 
and gate that impeded his way, gained the enclosure that leads 
90 tlle^ top of the hill, where he descrie^ a lieht moving, and* 
Tery rlfi;htly conjectured it must be the lanthorn carried by 
her ladyshiD's attendant. Another spring over the shattered 
fence clearea all obstacles, and he found hmiself close to Lady* 
Tinemouth, who was leaning on the arm of a gentleman. 
Pembroke stopped at this sig^ht ; supposing that she had been 
met by some person belonging to tne town ; whose readier 
^lantry now occupied the place which Miss Dundas had 

Civented him from filling he was preparing to retreat, when 
dv Tinemouth happening to turn her head, imagined, from 
the hesitating embarrassment of his manner that he was a 
stranger who had lost his way, and accosted him with thai 
inquiry. t 

Pembroke bowed ' in some confusion j and related tha 
simple fibct, of his having heard that she had quitted Lady^ 
Shafto's without any guard but the servant ; and, that he had 
hurried out, the moment he had learned the circumstance, to 
proffer his services. The Countess not only thanked him for. 
such attention, but constrained by a civilky which she wo^d 
rather at that instant have been excused trom, asked hit«) to 
walk forward with her to the Abbey, and partake of some' 
refreshment. 

<* But,*' jBMttd she, ^ though I perSscity reooUect hai^seen 
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ftAoCher gentlenuin in Lady Shafted room, besides Dr. tkiaWtti 
I have not the honour of knowing your name !" 

*• It is Somerset,** returned Pembroke ; "1 am the son of 
that Lady Somerset, who, during the last year of her life, hacf 
the happmess of bein? intimate with your ladyship." 

Lady Tinemouth declared her pleasure at this meetSnc^ 
and, turning to the gentleman who was walking in silence by 
her side, ** Mr. Constantine/' said she, " allow me to introduce 
to you the cousin of the amiable Miss Beaufbrt* 

Thaddeus, who had too well recogiiized the voice of hi^ 
iUse friend, in the first accents whicn he addressed to the 
Countess, with a Bwe)tirar heart, bent htt head te the cold 
salutation of Somerset. Hearing that her ladyships com* 
^nion was no other than the same Constantine whom be had 
liberated from prison, Pembroke was stimultated with a desire 
to unmask his double villany to Lady Tinemouth ; and feeling' 
a curiosity to see the man whose person and meretricious 
qualities had blinded even the juagment of his aunt, he 
readily obeyed the second invitation of the Orantess, and 
consented to go home and sup with her. 
^ Meanwhile Thaddeus was agitated with a variety of emo* 
tions. Every tone of Pembroke's voice, reminding him ot 
happier days, pierced to his heart, whilst a sense of his ingrati-- 
tude awakened all the pride and indignation of his souK 
Pull of resentment, he determined that, whatever might be the 
result, he would not shrink from an interview, the anticipation 
of which, Pembroke (who had received from himself -an inti- 
mation of the name that he had assumed) seemed to regEutf 
with such unfeeling indifference. 

Lady Tinemouth having no conception that Somerset and 
the Count had any personS knowledge of each other, bqsge^ 
the gentlemen to follow her into the 8upper>parlour. Pem- 
broke with no inconsiderable degree of ruueness, pushed by hie 
friemL and arrived at the side of the Countess before Thaddeus,^ 
#'ho telt himself insulted in every nerve, could summon cool-^ 
ness to enter the room with a composed step. He did so ; and 
taking offhis hat. laid it down on the sofa. Lady Tinemouth 
began to express her joy at his arrival. The eyes of Pembroke 
now became fixed on the calm but severe countenance of the 
man before him; he stood by the table with an aar so fdl! of 
prinftly greatness, that the candid heart of Pembroke Somerset 
soon wispered to him, " Sure ntftkmg iU em <2toetf tn ntek u 
Ireofi.*' 

Still his «y es followed him when he turned round, and when 



W bolt Ub hfiMi toansviftr the Countess, in a voioe so low tliat 
it esca^wd his ear. Pembroke was bewildered. There was 
something in the features, in the mein of this foreigner, so like 
his friend Sobieski. But then, Sobieski was all frankness and 
animation ; his cheek blazed with the rich colouring of youth 
and happiness ; his eyes flashed pleasure, and his lips were 
decked with smiles. On the reverse, the person be&rc him 
was not only eonsiderably taller, and of more manly propor« 
tions, but his face was pale, reserved^ and haughty ; besides^ 
he did not appear even to recollect the name of Somerset ; and 
what made the supfwsition at once untenable, his own was 
Constaotine. 

These reasonings hairing passed through the mmd of Pem- 
oreke in less time than they can be repeated, left his heart un« 
satisfied. The mounted blood remamed on his cheeks ; his 
,bo6om beat; and keeping his searching and ardent .gase 
nvetted oi^ the man wno was either his friend or liis eounter- 
pftft. Lady Tinemouth withdrew from the table, and the eyes 
of the two young men met. Thaddeus turned paler than 
before; there is an intelligence in the imerchan^e of looks 
which cannot be mistaken ; it ia the communication of souls, 
md there is no deception in their language. Pembroke flew 
Ibrward, and catching hold of his friend's hand, exclfiimed in 
an impetuous voice, " Am I right ? Are you not Sobieski ?'' 

<* I am,** returned Thaddeus^ half choaked with emotion, 
and hardly knowing what to understand by Somexset's be- 
haviour. 

''Gracious heaven 1" cried he, still grasping his hand, and 
can you have forgotten your friend, Pembroke Somerset ?** 

The ittgeneous heart of Thaddeus felt the words and man* 
Ber of Pembroke to be the lan^ase of truth ; and, trusting 
diat some mistake had involved, nis former conduct, he at once 
cast off all suspicion; and, throwing his arm round him» 
strained him to his breast, and burst into tears. 

*'Yes,'* replied Pembroke, turning to the Countess, and 
wiping" away the tears that trembled on his cheek ; *' nothing 
could nave given me pain at this moment, but the eonviction 
that the preserver of my life, and my most generous protector, 
should in this country, have endured the most abject distress, 
rather than let me know that it was in my power to be 
grateful.** 

Thaddeus took out his handkerchief, and for a few minutes 
coneealed his face. The Countess looked on him with tender^ 
believing, that he would sc/oiier regain composure were 
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ke AlMie wUk his friend, die stole undbeerved out of tlie 
Pembroke affectionately resumed; '*But'I hope, my dear 
Bobieski, that you will never leave me more. I have an ex- 
cellent father, who, when made acquainted with my obligations 
to you and your noble femily, will glory in k>ving you as 
a son.'* 

Thaddeus having subdued *^the woman in Ids heart,** raised 
his head with an expression in his eyes, far different Irom that 
vfaich had dbiiled the blood of Pembroke on their first en- 
counter. 

" Circumstances,'' said he, ** dear Somerset, have made me 
greatly injure you. A strange nef lect on your side since we 
separated at Yillanow, gave the mst <bIow to my confidence 
in your friendship. Though I lost yoviT direct address, I had 
written to you often, and yet you persevered in silenoe. When 
I came to England, after having ^witnessed the destruction of 
all that was diear to me in Poland, and then of Poland itself I 
wished to give your fidthfulness another chance ; I addressed 
two letters to you ; I even delivered the last at your door my- 
aeitCf and I saw you in the window when I sent it in." 

*'By an that is sacred,*' cried Pembroke vehemently, and 
amazed, " I never saw any letter from you ! I wrote yoa 
many. I never heard of those you mention. Indeed I should 
even now have been ignorant of the Palatine and your 
nother^s cruel fate, had it not been too circumstantially related 
in the newspapers." 

^ " I believe you," returned Thaddeus, drawing an ag^onizine 
Mgfa, at the dreadful picture which the last sentenee haa 
recalled ; '' I bdieve you ; though, at the time I speak of, 
thought otherwise : for, next day, both my letters were r» 
eoelosed in a blank cover, directed as if -by your hand, and 
brought by a servant, with a message that there was no 
answer I" 

''Powers of Heaven!" exclaimed Somerset, "there must 
be some viUany in this ! Dearest Thaddeus," cried he, break- 
ing off abruptly, and grasping his hand, "I would have 
ifiswn to jrou, had it been to meet my death ! But why did you 
not come in yourself? Who prevented you ? Then no mis« 
tidce eoi^ld have happened. Why did you not oome in yourt 
•eifJ" ^ 

" " Because I was uncertain of your sentiments: my first 
letter bad remained unnoticed, and my heart, dear Somerset," 
added he, pressing his hand, '' would not stoop to soliaitation»'* 

^Soliotation!" ej(cltMm$|ci Peo^bfoke witn WArmtb, " yoH 
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iMve a ti^i to demand my life I But there is some taml^ 
buaiiiese m this affair ! nothing else could have carried li 
throu^ : if anjr of my servants have dared to open these 

letters ^Merciful heaven," cried he, interrupting himself 

*' how you must have despised me {*' 

** I was afflicted,*' returned Thaddeu^ " that the man whom 
my family had so warmly loved, could prove so unworthy : 
and, afterwards, whenever I met you in the streets, whidn I 
thmk was once or twice, I confess, to pass you cut me to the 
heart" 

** And you have met me !" exclaimed Pembroke, " and t 
not see you ! I cannot comprehend it." 

** Yes," answered Thaddeus, '* and the first time you was 
igoins into the playhouse. I believe I called after you.** 

'* It is now ten months since I" returned Pembroke ; '^ I r^ 
member very well, that somebody called out m^ name, while 
I was handmg Lady Coningsby and her sister into the door. 
I looked about, and not seeing any one 1 knew, thought I 
must have been mistaken. But why, dear Sobieski, why did. 
you not follow me into the theatre ?' 

Thaddeus shook his head, and smiling languidly; "My 
^vertv would not permit me," replied he^ " but I waited in 
the haU till every body had left the house, m hopes of inters 
cepCing you as you passed." 

Femoroke sprung from his chair at these last words ; and 
with the most vehement voice and action, exclaimed, ** I see 
It t That rascal Loftus is at the bottom of it all I He fol* 
lowed me into the theatre, he must have seen you, and his 
cursed selfishness took frif ht» Yes, it must be him ! He would 
not allow me to return mat way ; when I said I would, he 
fokl me a thousand lies about the carriage coming round ; and 
like a fool^ I went out by another door." 

'< Who IS Mr* Loftus ?" inquired Thaddeus, surprised al 
his friend's suspicion ; '*I do not know such a man." 

''What," returned Pembroke, walking about the room in a 
heat, " D^'t you remember, that Loftus is the name of tha 
scoundrel who persuaded me to volunteer against Poland ? to 
screen his baseness, I have brought all this upon myselC" 

"Now I recollect it ;" replied Thaddeus, " but I never saw 
him." 

'* Yet I am not less certain that I am right,*' replied Somer» 
•et ; '* I will recount to you my reaBons. After I had quitted 
Villanow, you remember I met him at Dantzic 1 Before wt 
ieft that port, he implored almost on his knees, that in pity to 
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lis mother and sisters, whom he sppported out of his salary^ 
I would refrain from incensing my parents against iiim bf 
relating any circumstance of our visit to Poland. The man 
■bed tears as he spoke ; and, like a fool, I consented to keep 
the secret, till the vicar of Somerset {a poor soul, ill of the 
dropsy) dies, and he be in possession of the living. When we 
landed in England," continued Peinbroke, castmg down hit 
eyes, ** I found that the cause of my sudden recall was the iU» 
ness of my dear motli^r. But heaven denied me the comfoit 

ff beholding her again ; she had been buried two days before 
reached shore.'* He paused for a moment: and men re- 
sumed, '^ for near a month after my return, Icould not quit mj 
room ; a fever had seized me : but on my recovery, I imme- 
diately wrote, both to you and to the Psilatine. I repeated 
these letters at least every six weeks during the font year oif 
our separation ; yet you persisted in being silent Hurt as f 
was at this neglect, I feft that gratitude demanded some sacri- 
fices from pride, and I continued to write even in the spring 
following'. Meanwhile the papers teemed with Sobieski's 
actions, Sobieski's fame : and, l>slieving that increasing^ glory 
had blotted me out of your memory, I resolved henceforui, to 
regard our friendship as a dream, and never speak of it 
more.'* 

Confounded at this double misapprehension, Thaddeus, 
with a glowing countenance, expressed his regret for having 
doubted his fnend ; and repeatmg the assurance of having 
been punctual to his promise of coiTe^>ondeace, even when he 
deemed him inconstant, acknowledged that nothing shoit of a 
premeditated scheme could have wrought such undeviating 
miscarriage. 

** Aye," returned Pembroke, reddening with awakened anger; 
I could swear that Mr. Loftus has ail my letters in his bureau 
at tiris moment ! No house ever gave a man a better oppor- 
iunity to play the rogue in, than ours. It is a custom with us 
to lay our letters in a morning on the hall table, whence they 
are sent to the office ; and in the same way, when the post 
arrives, they arp spread out to their several owners to take as 
they pass to breakfast. Owing to this management, I cannot 
doubt the means by which Mr. Loftus, under the hope of sepa. 
rating us forever, has intercepted every letter to you, and 
every letter from you. I suppose the wretch feared that I 
would repent my engagement, if our correspondence were 
allowed. He trembled, lest the business should be blown 
befbre the vicar died, and he, In consequence, iosa the expected 




and hk pnmA sHw^ita aboat LoM Jmm. A til- 
lain r For onoe bo judsed rsghUy ; I will luunaak kin to Mjr 
&Ui«r, and ahow him what it is to purchaae subttslenoa at tbm 
expeniBe of honour and iustioa.'' 

Thaddeua» who ooald not withhold ioaUHit eradenoe to tiiM* 
evidences of chicaneiy, tried to calm the violence of his fiimid t 
vho ooJjr answaied, by inaisting on hia immadiafte ntom with 
him to somaisetCaiitk. 

"I long to preaent you to my father" eriad Pemhvoka ; 
** when I tell hun who yon are ; of vour JundnoBa to me, how- 
c^oioed will he be ! How haf^, now proud, to have vim aa 



maguaat; to ahow the warm gcatitude of a Briion'a heaitl 
Indeed, Sohieski, you will love him ; for he ia geaerooa and 
noble like your inestimable grand&ther. Besides," added ha- 
amiling wi^h a auddea raeol&ction, " there ia my lovdy cou- 
ain Mary ; who, I verily faeheve vdH aotually fly into your 
arms!" 

Thaddeua felt the blood rush over hia ckeeka at this speech 
of hia friend's, and half suppressing a aigh, he ahook hia mad. 

** Don't kx>k ao like an mfidel," resumed Somerset, 'Uf you 
have any doubts of possesaing her aSecticms, I can put you out 
of your pain by a single sentence 1 When Lacrar Dundas'a 
household, with myself among^ them, (for little end I know* 
that I was joining^ the cry against my friend !) were asserting 
the most flagrant instances of your deceit to fiaphemia, Mary^ 
alone withsUKxl the whole tide of malice, and oompelled ma 
to release you." 

** Gracious ProvidenoBl" exclaimed Thttddeu% catchii^ 
Pembroke's hasd, and looking eagerly and agitatedly in hun 
ho^t ^ Was it you who oame to my prison 2 Was it Miss 
Beaufort who visited my lodgings ?" ^ 

** Indeed it wtui,'* returned his friend, ** and I blud& for my» 
s«ili^ that I quitted Newgate without an intenrisv* Had I' 
i«tt9wed the dictates of comawm deoanm^ I sfaouU faava qeen 
ymix and then, what pain wouid have 6een spared my dear • 
eouam ! what a Joyful surprise would hnva avaited- myself !** > 

XWdeua could only replv by presang hia friend's hand. 
His brain whirled* He cowd not daeida on the nature of hit 
Mines* one moment he would have given worlds to tfarcnvi 
l^mSf at Misa. Beaufort's faet» the next, ha 6«nbtod m» 
tie prospast of meeting her so soon. 

''Dear Sobeiski,'' cried Pembroke, *< howstnmgely yoa r^ 
ofiva thiainteUigeaDa! ia it piTsaihiB thatih* kits of Miuy. 
itatnfnrr irwn hn rrjiftori ?" 
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^Ho," omA tl» Comt, loMmg np^ liii iii» fine lUMhtfl 
with onotioii :** I adore MiflsBtftufort. H«r virtaes posaeM 
my whole heart Can I forge^ that I am a b^jgar? Thai 
CTen now I exist on her bounty 7" The «y«B tor Thaddeusi 
and tha sudden'tnmor whieh diook his frame, ftlishcd this 
ajmeal to his ^te^ 

^nbrakelbUrtteBterlttiaoKL Tohideit8«ffaet8,hBthivff! 
himself on his friend^s breast, and exclaimed, **Do not iiyttra 
meand my failHr by theas eentimeiits ! Yoa are come, dear* 
est SoUeaki, to a second bcnne. Sir Robert Somerset will 
eonaider hmiself ennobled in aupplyinf the plaee of ymir Uk 
mented erand&ther \ — and my cousin Mary, aa you love her, 
dudl biad as still oloaar ; you mwt be my relatmn, as well as 
my friend 1** 

Thaddeus veplied with animated aidknowledj^Bents of 
Pend)roke's affBction,-*-" But," added he^ << I mast not allow 
the generous spirit of my dear Somerset to belieTC, that I eaa 
live a depemlaat en any power but the Author <of tay beine. 
I consider nothing so degnulini|^ as an existence wasted m 
idleness ; there&re, if Sir Robert Somerset will assist me to 
procure some honest means of acquiring support, I riiaU thaoik 
nim from my soul. In no ocher way, my kindest friendj eatt 
I ever be brought to tax the gratitude of your &thar.'* 

Pembroke (x^ured at ths, and exclaimed, in a M[>iee ^ 
dispksasans, *^ Gracious Heaven, Sofoie^, iRiiat can you 
mean 7 Do you imagiiia that •ever my faClierW Myself can 
ibrget that you were little less than a pnnce in yoUrown eoQ»' 
Ury7 That itf^aa bi idmt high sUtion y^ treated me lil» 
a brother? That you pnaorvad ms^ even M/hsn I lifted toy 
ann against your ii£i } Can we be such monstem as to titr^ 
get all this? or think that we eaa act Jtu^ by yoU, in per^^ 
mitting vim to hubour figr yosur hiisad f I9o, Thaddmia, illy 
▼ery soul spwns at the idea. iTour mother aheltcired me aa« 
aon ; and i ikudst that you allow «y fatlier to pcttfom te 
saaia part wiUi youl Bamtes, y«u afaall nat- be Sdia ; fan 
may have a onmrnimimt la tim axiliy, and I wSHbDeMrTMk** 

The Count aqnaeved the hand of his friaad, and, lookilBg 

ratefuHy im hia ft«B vhltat ha ahoek hia head, ra^, <" Hat < 
a hundrsd toagosa, my geaaroos Fembcoke^ X oould aot 
aig»rftsa my aeaae of yaurfrieiMithip ; it it itMiaad a aordlal I* 
my heart; it imparts to me aaaamattef happmati 'm^kjti I 
thoofht hadjiod mafor ever: but it shall notaUmna ma flM 

«fld I an zMQlv«dnot,at tbia psnod, tcMaii(Uialciii)^ 
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No^** added Ke, onotion eleTatiB? b» tone and manner; 
** rather would I toil for subsistence 07 the sweat of my brow, 
thm be subjected to the necessity of acting in eoneert with 
'those raTagers who destroyed my onuntryf I cannot fight 
by the side of the Russians ! I cannot enlist under theirallies ! 
I will not be led out to devastation ! Mine wqb and ever shall 
rMnain, a defensive sword : and, should danger threaten 
Btagiand, I shall be as ready to withstand her enemies^ as I 
ardently, though ineffectually, opposed those* of unhappy 

Pemfatoke recognised the high souledThaddeus of Warsaw, 
in thifl lofty burst of enthusiasm ; aware that his father's mu- 
flificence, and manner of conferring esteem and oblieations, 
would go farther towards removing these scruples of delicacy 
than all his arguments, he did not attempt to combat a reso- 
lution which he knew he eould not subdue ; but tried to- pre- 
vail on him to become his guest, till something could be ajs 
Taiyd to suit his wishes. 

"ftaddeus consented to accompany Somerset to 0ie castfe 
the day after that in which Sir Rok^ should be apprised of his 
eoming. Pembroke perceived that the morning nad surprised 
them ; and shaking nis friend Mrarmly by the hand, he bade 
him farewell ; then hastening down the hill, he arrived at 
the lod^ just as the servaats were opening the shutters. 

Qavuig given orders to the groom, whom he met in the pa9- 
•age^ he wrote a slight apobgy to Shafto for his abrupt depar- 
ture ; and mounting his horse,, galloped, full of delight, toward^ 
Somerset-castle^ 



Vmxt mommg, when the Countess and Thaddeoa were 
•eated at breakfast, her ladyship expressed surprise and plea- 
tore at the scene which she nad witnessed the preoedinff meht, 
at the same time intimating some mortification on Uie dis- 
covery, that he had withhekl any of his confidence from her. 
Sobieski soon obtained her Iadysnip*s pardon, by relating the. 
manner of his first meeting with Mr. Somerset, four years a^o, 
at the batlte of Zietim, and the consequent events of tliat 
momentous petiod. 

Lady TineniDuth wept over the distressful late that marked 
tfc»iieBKhie oChia navmtite^ with a tenderness whioh endeared 
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>lMr to ii» 4oal. ButMrheii, in eomplianee with lA inc 
mt informed him how she came to be at Hmrrowby Abbey 
whea he aupposed her on the Wdde, it was his tu-o vo feel 
pity ; and to shrink from himself, that he had drawn eju*- 
tence from the same source vrith Lord Hai-wold. 

''Indeed,'* added the Countoss, **3roa must have had a 
most tedious journey from Harwold Park to Harrowby ; and 
nothing but my pleasure could exceed my astonishmtot, wban 
1 met vou la3t night on the hilL" 

** Tnaddeus declared that travelling a few miles farther than 
ka had intended, was no fiitigue to him ; yet, had it been 
.otherwise, the happiness he th^ enjoyvd would hare aetod as 
a panacea for worse ifls, could he haye seen her ladyshq* look- 
ing as well as when she left London. 

Lady Tinemouth smiled. ** You are very right, Sobieeki ; 
.1 am wcHse than when I am in town. My solitary joumeT ti> 
Harwold harassed me much ; and when my son sent me orders . 
to leave it, because his father wanted the place for the autumn 
■al momhs, I was labouring under a severe cold caught m 
traTelling. Nevertheless, I obeyed him; and heart-broken 
and in pain, I arrived here last week. How kind you were to 
fellow me. Who informed ycta of the place of my destinatiottT 
Hardly any of LadySophia's household?'* 

** No," returned Thoodeus ; *' I luckily had the precaution 
jho inquire at the inn where the eoach stepped, wnat part of 
Lady Tinemouth's fiunily were at the Ark ; and when I 
heanl that the Earl himself was there, my next (j^uestion was^ 
where then is the Countess 7 The landlora very aviliy toUd me 
of your having had a carriage from his house a dajr or two 
before, to carry you to one of his lordship's seats within a few 
miles of Somerset^castle. Hence, from what I had heard yi>ur 
ladyship say of the situation of Hurowby, I judged it must 
be the Abbey ; and so I sought you at a venture." 
. *^^AAdahaF^iHueIhopewiuarisefromjg«rwand«rii|g8! 
This rencontre with so old a fnend as Mr. Somerset, is » 
pleasing omen. For my part, I was ignorunt of the arrival of 
the family at the Castle^ till yesterday momii^, when I sent 
off a messenger to afqpnse lay dear MisB Beaufort that I am 
in her neighbourhood. To my great dissatisfection, Lady 
6ha^ feu^ me ovt immediatoly ; and when in con^plianoa 
with her teavjn^ invitation, I wel¥ed down to sit aift hour with 
her last night, bttle did I expect that I should meet the amiable 
comiB of our sweat friend. 8o detightfol an aocklent baa 
W»fikf repiwl ina for the pm I lelt io seeing Miss Pundas III 
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Inr Ijadyibp^ hmwe: ui inBol«iit um! rqprottbftil leCiur 
vlMch flae innpie to me on your aoeomrt, has randered her an 
dfm^ of my most decided cGslike." 

Thaddeus smiled and bowed. ** Since, my dear Lady 
Tinemouth, her ^undless malice, and Miss Esphemia's 
MIy, hove fiuled m estranging either your confidence, or the 
esteem Of Miss Beaufort from me, I despise and pardon them 
bath. Perhaps I ong-ht lo pity tiiemc, for is it not a difficult 
cMtleal to pass through the enchantments of -weahk and adula- 
taoo^ aai^ emerge as {lui^ as when we entered 7 Unclouded 
ftttone ia indieed ft trial of Sfurits ; and how brightly does 
Miss Beaufort rise from the blaze I Surrounded by splendour, 
koiaigiu, and imtdlgeRce^ sb* is yet dl nature^ geatloness, and 

vytmr 

The Couatess. who wished to appear dieerfol, rallied him on 
the Warmth of hn expressions : then rinng from her seat, she 
left him to his meditations, and retired to dress. 

The fiunily at Somerset had just drawn round the break- 
fost-table when Pembrdce arrired. During the repast thev ex- 
pressed their surprise at the suddenness of his return. Mary, 
after ^repeating the contents of the note which she had re- 
eeayed me preceding dav from Lady Tfuemouth, requested 
that her cousin wcrald be kind enough to drive her in his 
curricle that morning to Harrowby* 

" I wift, with pdeasure,*^ answered he i '^I hanre seen her 
ladyship and eren supped with her last night." 

"How came that ?" asked Miss I>»rothy. 

** I diall explain it to my father, whenever he "niXk honour 
Me with an audience," returned he, addressing the Baronet, 
wiA an tfte joy of his Heart looking out at his eyes ; '^will 
TIJM iadti^e me^ my* dear sir j by halfaa hoar's atteatioB, any 
131IM before noon ?*' 

'<>OM'tainiy,'* rsfUed Su^ Robert ; "at present I em going 
kMo wif MMhr, wken I mast a^tiv my steward's books ; but 
tb»IMHB( 1 nta finiahad I wil^ send for you.'' 

Mm Ikmdiy^ waOced out after her brother to attand to her 
•liaijr; airi' Mary rtanaining alone with her cousin, made 
adme inquiries about the Countess's reasons for coming to the 
AM)ey. 

*'I know nothing about them>" replied he gaily, ''for she 
went to bed almost we instant I entered her house» Too good 
toramain where her company was not wanted, die left me toen- 

rY a most del^htful Ute*»4tU with a dear friend from wham 
patted four years ago. In ibort we wt ii|>.tfae wln^e-Bigfit 
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■asure you, you were not Ibigotten.'* 

" Me ! What had I to do with it Y** retried Mary, smilii^, 
** I eaimot nooUect any frUndof your» tkat you have BOt seen 
theae four years." 

*'Well, that is strange T' answered Pembrolte, "He remem- 
bers you per&cthr : but, true to your sex, you affirm what vou 
please ; tlwugfa 1 Josow that there is not a man in the wMe 
worid whom rtm pnSw before him." 

Biary shoos her head^ laof had and s^pfaed, and extricating 
her hand fr6m his, thieateiiea lo teave him if he would not he 



>^ I am eeriotta," oried he, catctdng her arm, and pullii^ har 
back to her seat : *' Would you have me swear I have seen 
him you most wish to see f" 

Mary regarded the expression of his countenanee with a 
thrill, which ranished 4s soon as felt ; and resuming her chair, 
^etly said, /^ You tarn hate seen no man that is oi con 
sequence to me ; so^ whoever your friend may be, I have oniy 
to congratulate you. on a meeting vrhieh ofibrda you sucJi 
extreme delighL'* 

Pembroke buret into a laugh at her ccMnpoeore. ''So 
cautious ! Yet I verily helieVo you would answer my trawu 
portS| did I tell you who he is. However, you are such a 
aeepcie, that I won't hiht even one of the many fiae things he 
said about you." 

Mary smiled incredulousfy. 

** I covdd beat you, oousin,'' exclaimed he^ *' for this oblique 
way of saying timt I am teUiag lies I But I will have my 
revenge on your euriosity ; for on my honour I declare," added 
he emphatically, ** last night I met with a fi^nd at Lady 
Tinemouth's, who, four years ago, saved my life ; who enter- 
tained me several weeks n his ho«lse ; uid, who has seen and 
ad(»B^ you ! 'Tis true, orit my hopes of heaven ; and I hajre 
promised, that you w«U repay toeae heavy oUigationa^ by 
mafryiw him. WhAt do you say to this, my sweet Mvty ?^ 

Mjsb Beaufort looked anxious at ihe seriotts and eoergauc 
manner in whieh thesa rafud asseverations Were uttered ; «Ten 
the sportive kiss that ended the question, did not dispel the 
gravity with whidi she prepared to reply. 

Feinbroke pereeiving het intent, prevented her by ex- 
dainung, ''Cease Mary, ceaset I see you are preparing a fhlae 
■ta tcmen t Let tnllh prevail, and you will not deny who it 
iMv IhM wMmiy^m jnlgHiint» toany iadulgtooa? Yjou 



XUkmUKD^ OF VARS^Wk Hf 



coaaial €nm in% tkftt d» iMimlsircf CoarimiiM pot* 

ymir afiections ?** 

Mmrjr feddeiMii with pain and diBpleaaure ; and ruuigfrom 
her seat; *^ I did not expect thia cruel, thie ungeneroiu speech 
from yott, Pwabrake P eried she, aTertine; ho* Drinimihg eyes ; 
''What have I iloiie to deservB b» nrae, so unleeting a ro» 
praaeh?'* 

Femkntilce thnw his anaa lonnd her waist ^Cobm/* said 

,he, ia a deader voiocu "don't bo tragioaL I neTer meant to 

reproach y«i» child j Idaresay, ii yaanave your heart, it was 

omy in tetmn fitr iiis. I knew you are a gratefid girl ; and 1 



T«nly believe, yoa wonH find much diflbrence between my 
friend, the yoiugOomt Sobisaki^and the finrlon Gonstaatine." 

A suspicion of the truth flashed across Miss Beaufort's 
mind ; unable to^peak, she caught hold of her cousin's hands, 
and looking eagerly in his fiuse, her eyes declared the question 
she wouldhaye asked. 

Perebioke lati^;hed trimnphantly ; but a servant entering to 
tell him that Sir Robert was ready, he strained her to his 
breast exclaiming, ''Now I am feven^l Farewell! I leave 
you to all the paaiss of doubt and curiosity !" He then flew 
out of the room wiui an ardi glance at hec distressed counte- 
nance, and hurried up stairs. 

Mary clasped her trembling hands to^^ether as the door 
closed on Pembroke. '* O graoioas Provideiioe,'' cried she, 
« What am I lo understand by this mystery, this joy of my 
eousin's ? Can it be possible that the illustrious Sobieski and 
my contemned Constantine are the same }" A burning blush 
overspread her face and boaom at the expreasioo mg which 

had escaped her lips. , ,. . ^ ,,,. .j 

Whilst the graces, the sweetness, the di|:mt^ of Thaddeua, 
taptivated her notice; his sufibrines, his virtues^ and the 
mysterious interest whieh involved his history, iiad fixed her 
attention, and awakened her esteem. From these grounds, 
the step is short to love. "When the soul is eonquered„ the 
heart stffrendiars at discretion." Bat Mary knew not that she 
had advanced forther tlnn what rendered retreat PMsible^ tiU 
the last seene at Dondaa-hottM, by forcing her to defend Con- 
stantine against the charge of lovina; her, compelled her to feel 
how much she wished that the truth were otherwise. 

Poor and lowly as he seemed, she found that her whole 
neart and life were wrapped in his remembrance ; that h» 
iVorshipped idea was her most preekwa a eta e e, her property, 
hwdwtt ti^a««, on whieh aha banq«sit«dmsa»t Urm 
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tki camifuim of her ii«)li% Um monitir of 
Wlienevw she planned, whenerer she ezMBt«d^ At asked 
h&ndthim wcmd Comtanttne eonoder tin* ? and aoeeidingiy 
did i^e amrove or condemn her oondtict. 

Tbougpk leparated far from the idol of her memory,, thua 
was Uie impression which he liad stumped on her heart ever' 
present. The shade of Laura visited the solitude of Vanlusa; 
the image of Coastamtine hapunieA ihe walks o£ Smnerset. 
The lovMiness-of nsitnre; its lea^grorea and vwdanA mea^ 
dhw ; its bkxnning mornmgs, aao huauriant swneta-; . the 
fomaotic shadow Si twilight, of tha soft gkxies of the moon 
and stars ; allien they p r e s sed bcadtyand sentiment upon 
her heart, ttwoka it to the remembrance of Constaatine ; she 
saw hitf image in every things, she fislt his soul in aik Subtle 
and undefinabte ia thcut ethereal chord which onites our ten« 
clerest thoughts with their ehain of aasoeiaiion k 

Before this conversation, in which FemlNroke had* men*. 
'.>ned' the- name of Consuntine with sueh badinage SAdambi- 
niry, he hadi never heard him spoken of by Mary or his ak?nC| 
. . liiout declaring^ a dispieaaure nearly amounting ta> anoes. 
tience, when he now so strangely alt^'ed his tone. Miss. 
Beaufort coukl not escape retaining the only conclusion which 
could be drawn : that he bad seen in the person, of him sho 
most valued, some one whom he loved. jPrior to tliis time 
she more thanonee snspected, fron the opinions wltacb. Somer> 
set occaaoomdlv repoteusA respecting the aftirs of X^oland, that 
lie couAl only have acquired so nice a knowledge of its ev^ais, 
by having* visited the country itself. She proposed her sus-. 
TTicions t0 Mr. Loftus ; he denied the fact ; and she thought . 
io more on the subject, till the present ambiknous hints of her 
(y^usin cor^uMd upi these doubts anew ; and Ted her to suppose 
diat, if Pembroke had not disobeyed* his fttther so far as to fo 
Ut Waarsawv he had at least met with the Co«nt Sobieski m 
aome ocher realnb The possibiUty. of this young hero, of. 
whom fame had< spoken so loudly, might be the mysterious 
Constantine, bewildered and delimited her. The more she 
oompared what she had heard of uie one» with whax she had 
witnessed in the other, the more ^le was reconciled to the 
probsbiUty of so wild a hope. Besides, she could not for a 
moment, believe that her cousin would so cruelly sport with, 
her delicacy and feelings, as to awal^n ezpoctations which he 

«9ttld not mlfiL 

Agitated by a suspense which bordered on agony, with a 
kiiiling heaA she heaid his^qsaick t^iep d!BScen4in£ the stairs^ 
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e Hoer opened, and Plbihbrokto, flyings IntD lii» iwnb, cftught 

up his hat : as be was darting away again, Mary, unable to 
restrain her impatience, with an impforing voice ejaeulated his 
name. He turned round, and displayed to her amazed si^ht 
a countenance, in whidi no vestige of its former animation 
could be traced ; his cheek was flushed ; and his eyes, full of 
distraction, shot a wild fire, that immediately strudc to her 
beai^ Unconsdous what she did, she ran up to him ; but 
Pembroke^ pushmc[ her bark, with panshed lips, and in a 
hurried voice, exclaimed, *' Don't ask me any questions, Mary^ 
if you tirould not drive me to madness.*' 

'< O Heiivett !" cried she, catching hb arm, and elin^ng to 
him, while the velocity of his mcAion dragged her into the 
^an ; ** tell me, has any thing happened (o my guardian ? 
to your friend ? toCkmstantinef" 

'^^ ^o," replied he, looking at her with a feee (ull of despe- 
ration : ** but my father commands me to treat him like a 
villain." 

Mary oottld hardly eradit her senses, at this confirmation, 
that donstantine ana Sohteski.were one ; turning giddy with 
the tumultuous delight which rushed over her aouf, she stag- 

fered back a few paces, abd leaning against the now open 
oor, tried to rttohrtft breath to regain the room she had left. 

Pembroke having escaped from her grasp, ran ftiriously 
4own the hifl, mounted his horse, and Ibrbictding any eroom 
to attend him, galloped towards the high road with tne im- 
petuosity of a madmaii. All the powers of hie soul were in 
arms. He felt himself wounded, dishonoured, stigmatized 
with ingratitude, and every haaeneas which ean de^de the 
mind of man. 

Sir Robert Somerset had founded a hatred of the Poles and 
Hungarians, on the reeoUectian of an injury which he had 
received in early youth from some of those people^ In thia 
instance his dislike was implacable ; and when his son set out 
for the continent, he positively forbade him to enter either Po« 
land or Hungry. Nevtsrtheless, when Pembroke joined the 
Baronet in his library, he did it with oonfidenoe. With a 
bounding heart and animated countenance, he recapitulated 
how he had been wrought up by the Russian noblemen to take 
up arms in their cause, and march into Poland. . At these last 
words the brow of the &ther oontnoted. 

Pembroke, who expeoted some marks of displeasure, hasteiv 
ed to obliterate his disobedience, by narrating the event whick 
Introduced, not enly the young Cowtt Sobiedci to his sucotur 
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bat the emneqiWBC 4rMnd||iup of thewMfi of th«t pnuM^ 

farmty. 

^.. R.nberf made no other re]»iy lo t^s, than by a deeper 
'•') Ti ; and when Pembroke, with all the ardpur of youth, at- 
te .if>ied 10 descrit>e the calamitous death of the Palatine, the 
ht^iTors thriu attended the last hours of the Countess,^ and: tho 
succeed ino^ misery of ThaddeuB, who was now in England, no 
language can paini the rage which burst at once from the 
Bironet. He stamped on the ground, he covered his &ce with, 
his clenched hnpds; then turning on his son, with the moat 
treinendous fury he exclaimed, '* Pembroke! you have out- 
raged my conmiandsf And^ never will I pardon yoo, i£ thk 
young man be brought into any sight." 
- ** Merciful Heaven P' cried* Pembroke^, thunderstruck ftt a 
violence which he almost wished mieht proceed 4t>m. any 
cause but intention ; ** Surely something has agitated my 
father! What has diaoMBfiosed you, sir?" 

Sir Robert shook his nead, whilst his teeth appeared to> 
grind against eachother; ^ DonH mistake me,*' replied he, in 
a firm voice,**! am perfectly in my senses. It cLepends on 
you ihat I shall contmue so. You know my oath against 
these accursed Polanders^ and I repeat a^n, if you ever 
bring that young man into my sig^t, you shall never see ttit 
more." 

A cold dew overspread the body of Pembroke. He wouM 
have caught hold of his father's hand, but he held it back.. 
** Oh, sir !" said he, ^* you surely cannot intend that I ahaik 
treat with ingratitude tne man who saved my life ?" 

Sir Robert did not vouohaa& him an answer, but continued 
walking up and down the room, till his agitation seemed to. 
increase at every step, be opened the door o£ an interior apart*, 
ment, and retired, bidding nis son. remain. 

The horror^stniek Pembroke^ Mfaited fi>p near a Quarter of 
sn hour before his father re-entered When he did appeal^ 
the dsep gloom of his eye gave no encouragement to his 8on,i 
who,, himging down his head, recoiled to speak first. Sir 
Robert appmehedl^ with a composed, but severe countenance,, 
and said, " i henn been seekingk every palliation that your 
conduct wHl admit, said I can find none. Before- you quitted 
JSngland, you well knew m^ abhorrence of the Polish nation. 
One of that country, many jrears ago, wounded my haj9pinQss 
in a way that I shall neyer recover. From that hour I took 
an oath 'never to enter its borders ; and never to sufier one of 
it» peopte to come withi» wo^ dnors. Raslu disobet^ent boy t 
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Vm fewMT «f dK^pttfiikn, aad vtm h«ve imw the ema$m» 
with which this dilemma has shaken my soul! BuL be it on 
your own head ; yon havemcaired obligations wlueh I <sannot 
repay. I will not perjure myself to defray a debt contracted 
«e;^inst my positive and declared principles. I neter wiU see 
tiiis Polander yon speak oft and it is my ekpress Command on 
]iain of my eternal malediction, that yott break #ith Idm ea- 
Urely." 

Pembroke with a<deep grodini AH vMo * «#•«, Sir ItelMft 
froeeeded{ 

" I pity yoor distress, Pembroke, bat my resoIutleiQ eaivdl 
%e8haR^ OMhs ai« iftOt to be btoken with impunity. Yoa 
QRist either resign him or resi^ me.-^We nay eompronmii 
yov debt c^ gratitude ; 1 will gire you Aeeds to put your fiiend 
ui pessession of Urt htmdred a year for ftfelfore^er : but fiom 
<die hour you tell him so^ yon must never see him more^" 

Sir Robert was preparing to gnit the room ; when Pembroka^ 
etarting from his chair, thmw himself in agony on his' knee% 
and catching him by the skirt of his coat, implored him for God's 
«ake to reofcl his words { to temember thtt he was -aflixing 
everlasting dishonour on his son'. "Remember, clear sirr* 
cried he, holding his struggling hand, '* that the man to whom 
y6ti oflbr money as A compettSAUon Ibr txMftedi, \» of a nature too 
noble to receive it. He will teject it and spurn me ; and I 
lAM feel that I deserre his soom. Far merdy% vake, spare 
«le the agony of hanrowing up the heait 0f my presM^rer ? «f 
flttetid)^ r^roadi fhxn fafis eyes !" 

'* Leave roe!" cried the BardkiM, breaking from turn; ^1 
tepeAt lAlett you wish to incur my curse, €0 as I have oqi» 
maaded.'^ 

Thus outraged, thus agonized, Pembroke kid l^speaivd 
Mbre the eyes of his cousin M&ry, more like a distracted 
ersatmei, than a man possessed of his sensed. Shortly after his 
^wu^ departure, her apprehemdon was petriiied to a dzeadful 
certainty of some cruel ruin to her hopes, by an order which 
she rooeiyed, m the hlmd»writing of her uncle, commanding her 
Ml to attempt visiting lAdy Tinemouth, while the Count 
Sebiesld eontinned to & ner guest 

Hardly knowing whether he went, Penibroke did net 
•Tfive nt the ruined ftiMe which leads up to the halatable part 
ai the Abbey, till near three o'clock. He inquired of the eer* 
%»nt who took hin horse, whether'the Countess and Mr. Con* 
jMn6a« irei^ at hcifiie. The man rej^ed ^ the affirmadve; 



of them' coc^ be seen, 

*< For what reason ?" demanded Somerset. 

'' Alas ! six;'* replied the servant, " this day, at noon, whilst 
my lady was dressings e^e was seized with a violent 6t af 
M1i4[hing» which ended in the rupture of a blood vessel. It 
«0ntiftited 10 ilow so long, that Mr. Constantine told the apo- 
thecary whom he had summoned, to send for Dr. Cavendish, a 
l^ysteiaa of Jmo acqoaintanoe, who is now at Rtnmfawi. The 
Doctor is not yet arrived, and Mr. Constantine will not loafo 
nqr lady." 

ThottjB^ Mr. Somerset was truly concerned at the ittoeig 
of the. Countess, the respite itafforacd him from immedialely 
^^kclariog the ungrateful' message of Sir Robert, gave him no 

Cnsiderabie degree of ease.---SQme little relieved by the 
3 of being on^ day spared the anguish of displaying bis 
miner in a dis^-aceful ii^t, he entered the Abbey ; and com* 
jnisaionecl a maiiil-servaat to inform Thaddeus (hat he was bop 
low. 

In a few minutes the gi4 r^tunicd with tho fbUowing lines 
o^mwlod on a piece of pap^« 

** I am.grievejCl that I caiMKii see my dear Somerset to-day ; 
and more erieved for the cause: I fear a^ revered fnend is on 
W death bed, I haife segt for Dr. Cavendish, who is no^ at 
fiUamford; doubtless you know that he is a man of first rate 
abilities : if human skill could preserve ber, I mi^ht yet haiii 
^opes; out bar disorder ia a consumption, and its stroke ts 
«are. I sm now sitting at her bed-side, and writing w^xat qkf 
dictates, to her husband, her son, and her daughter : painfull 
jnott may belisve, is the task 1 I cannot» my deareat Sometiset, 
%dd mora^ than my hopes of seeing you soon^ and that yo4 
will join m prayers to lieavea for the restoration oS my inee* 
timabla fri^ with your faitliful SaaiftsKi." , 

^ Alas ! unhappy, persecuted Sobieski !** thou^ P^mbrcd^ 
ashe dosed the j>aper; "To what art thou doonMd! Soma 
fiiends are torn from thee by death: others dmert tfaieein tin 
llQWr of trouble!'* 

He look .out his pencil, to answer this distrfsamf? epiatle^ 
Who stopt at the first w(Htl : he durst not write that hi^i' fn^ 
tbar would fulfil fuiy one of those engagenieata whidbi he M 
9^ la^lr promise.; and throwiiig ainray thepeiicU and am 
per, he left a verbal declaration of faia aorrow al what bSl 
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VajkTtd, And an aMnranee of isalKag^ next dt^^ T^larM^hk 
mek on a konae whiek he had left m the momhtif #ith sudk 
fciriiifWttinr hc^es, he remounted his horae, and, melanchol;^ and 
iloW) rode about the eountiy till erening ; ao nnwilUnr wa# 
be to return to that home, wnich now threatened him witK th6 
ftowna of his father, the teais of Manr Beanlbrt, and th* 
mbeiable reflections of his own wreU^ed heart. 



DoeTOH CftTUrntstt, not having quitted liis friend ai flttdn^ 
ford, set off fat Harrowbv the instant^ Mr. ConstantiiM 
messenger arriTed; and, before midnight, alighted at tint 
Ab^y. 

When he entered Lady Tinemouth'a chamber, he fomid^hef 
ladrdiip supported in the arms of Thsiddeuft, and atrug^^r 
with a second rupture of the lungs, which seemed to thnStm 
inmedxate dissolution. As he approached the bed, Thadde^ 
taraed his eyes on him with an expression d&t po%«rfblh^ 
Ibid his fears. Dr. Cavendish silently squeezed nis hhnfdT: 
Aen taking from his pocket sbme styptic cu-ops which he haa 
bought on purpose, he made the Countess swallow them^ and 
toon saw tluit tney succeeded in stopping the blobd. ' 

' Thaddens atid Ids friend remained b^ the side of tluf vbt 
ftring Lady Tineniooth till towards ten m the morning #b^ 
Idle snnk into a gentle sleep* Conmlete stillness being'niB6eii& 
sary to continue the repose, the Doctor proposed leaSrilb^ a 
toiaid to watch by her ladyship ; and drawing th^ Coont ooi 
of the room, descended the stairs. 

Mn SomcArset, who had arrived half an hour beforef, tSet thtii 
m the bresJcfast parlour. After a. few kind words excharie^ 
bettiN^^' the parties^ Uiey all sat down with dejectied' conn^ 
tenanices to their melancholy nieaL Thaddeus ^as tocT niuA 
absorbsd in the scenes he had left, to s^a^oW «by thbgbut A 
djsh of coiiie. 

^ Do you think Ladv Tin^mouth is v\ imminent <&qg0r P 
mquired Pembroke of trie Doctor. 

' Dr. Cavendish sighed, and turning to l^ha^euK directed t6 
iiitf the answer which his friend^ouestion di8J|[Qis,n!0sd. '< I ai& 
^!hddj my dear Mr. Constantme,** V^d ha, in^^v^Qtc^iit vdi^i; 
<*thaty(Mi aMtosnstaia^new'tmtt ( r^Uy f%, Uwrh«ir 
|g^ri«fo cannot !:7«i5isV.«nd-ferty!^ • 

Pet /f. M 



Thaddiv thiav down his efw and 4mdd«edy Irat BHichJW 
nply. V^triha remarks were prereoted by a messenger fivm 
the Conntesi^ who desired Btfr. Coiislantiiie's immeniatf. at* 
teartagifie at her ladyship's bed-side. He obcjed. In half an 
hour he returned with toe tean yet wet on his cheek. 

*^ Dear Thaddeus!** cried Pembroke, rising and taking hn 
hand, '^I trust the Coonteas is not worse ? xhis emotion of 
woan is too distressing ; it afflicu my very heart." Pembroke 
nit that it rent it; lor he could not help internally acknow- 
ledging^ that when Sobieski should close the eyes of Lady 
Tinemoath, he woidd be p&ying the last nd ofliee of his last 
friend. Thai dear distinction he durst no hmeer arrqcate to 
himsdC Denied the foUibnent of its duties^ he ielt Uiat to 
ttVUB the title, would be an assumption without a ri^t. 

Thaddeus drew his hand over his again brimmmg eyea; 
^ The Countess herself." said he, ** feels the truth of m^t Dr. 
Cavendish told us. She sent fix* me to beg as I loved her, or 
idah to see her die in peace, to devise some means of bnn^^iup 
her daughter to the Abbey to-nighL As for Lord Harwol^ 
ahe says, his behaviour since he arrived at manhood, has been 
of a nature so cruel and unnatural, that she would not draw 
upon herself the misery, or him the added guilt, of a refusal : 
ibr Lady Albina, who has been c][meacent in iHl their barbarities 
•he trusts, she might be jxevailed on to seek a last embrace 
from a dying parent. It is this request," added Thaddeu& 
5f that has thus aotated me. When she pictured to me, with 
alL the fervour ot a mother, her doating fondness for thk 
daagfater, (on whom, whenever she did venture to hope, all her 
fidry dreams had rested;) when she wrung my hands, and 
beseeched me, as if I had been the sole disposer of her fate, to 
let her see her child once more before she died ; I could only 
momise every exertion to efiect it ; and with on aching heart, 
I came to consult you." 

Dr. Cavendish was opening his lips to speak ; but Somerset. 
in his oagemess to relieve his friend, dia not p^nceive It, and 
immediately answered: ^l will undertake mis very houc 
what you have promised. I know that Lord Tinemouth'a 
fiunihr are now at the Wold. It is only thirty miles distant 
I win send a servant to have relays of horses ready. My 
fiunkh, whiah is at the door, will be more convenient tluuii 
a chaise ( and I will engage to be back before to-morroiK 
Lorning. Wnte a letter, Thaddeus," continued he, <* to L^y! 
Jbiiia; tell her of her mot'her's situation; and though! 
tare never seen her ladyship, I wi]] give It into her bwnhani^ 
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fl&icT canr her off directly, eY«n were it in die tee of her 
nacally mther.** 

' The psje cheeks of Tliaddetis were flushed with a momen- 
tary hecUc; turning to Dr. Cavendish, he begged him to 
writa, whilst he walked out with his friend to order the 
carriage. Pembroke was thanked for his zeal, but it was noi 
by words; they were too weak vehicles to convey strong 
feelings: Thaddeus pressed his hand, and accompanied tha 
action with a look that spoke volumes. The warm heart of 
Pembroke, expanding under the animated eratitude of hia 
friend : he sprang into his seat, and forgot, till he had lost sight 
of Harrowby Hill, how soon he must appear to that frioid 
the most ungrateful of men. 

It was near four in the afternoon, before Mr. Somersetkli 
his curricle at the little inn which skirts the village of okt' 
Thorpe. The paling belonging to Lord Tinemouth's parlc» 
was only a few yarSs distant ; but, fearful of being obaerved. 
Pembroke sought a more obscure part ; and scaBag a waU 
covered by the branches of high trees, he feund m way to the 
house through an ahnost impassible thicket. 

He watched two hours for tlie appearance of Lady Albina, 
fwhose youth and elegance he thoug;ht would ecmivocaliy 
distinguish her from the rest of the Earl*s houshold,) but in 
vain. Despondinff of success, he was preparing to change hk 
station, when he ncard a sound among the wi^ered leaves, 
and the next moment, a beautiful youn^ creature passed the 
bush behind which he was concealed. The fine symoietry of 
her profile assured him that she must be the daughter of Lady 
Tinemouth. She stopped to gather a china-aster : Pembroiea 
. farawlng that no time ought to be lost, gently emerged from 
his recess: but not so stilly as to eseape tlie ear of Lady 
Albina. who Instantly looking round, screamed, and would 
have fled, hod he not thrown himself before her, and ex- 
claimed, ''Stay, Lady Albina! For heaven's sake, stay! f 
eome from ^our mother !" Her ladvship gojEed fearfidly in his 
ihce, and tried to release her hand, which he had seized to 
prevent her fliglit. 

*^Vo not be alarmed ;** continued he, ** no harm is intended 
you. X am the son of Sir Robert Somerset, and the friend 
of your mother, who is now on the point of death. She 
implores to see you this night, (for she nas hardly an hour lo 
live,) to hear from your own lips, that you do not nate her J" 

Lady Albina, now Mrholly giten up to his relaticm, trembled 
JreadfUlly; and \irith fhdcd ehedcs, «id quivering lips, rejjtUadL 
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ber!" ^ 

A. flood of lean pcereatod her spealring further ; and Penw 
- "k^ pfjrceiving that he had gained her conildencei put the 
Oir-or's letter into her hand. The gentle heart os Lady 
Aibina hied at every word which her almost blinded e3res read 
orer : turning to rembroke, who stood contemplating her 
Ihrely ooarUenance with the deepest interest, she said, "Fray, 
Mr Smneraet, take me immediately to my mother." If m 
were to die before I can arrive, I srudl be made miserable fbt 
Kfe. Alas ! alas ! I have never been allowed to behold her ( 
Never been allowed to visit London, because my father loieir 
that I believed my poor mother innocent, and would have seeii 
her, if it were pOBaible*" 

Lady Aibina wept violently as she spoke, and giving hei 
hand to Pembroke, added, tinudly looking round to the house^ 
^You must take me now. We must Imsten away^lest w« 
should be surprised. If Lady Sophia were to know that I 
have been speaking with any oody out of the family, I should 
be locked up for months," 

Pembroke did not require a secMid command from his 
beautiful chares, but conducting her through the imfrequentefi 
paths by which he had entered, soon seated her in his curricle • 
Ke sheUered her delicate form with his great coat, and tied 
down her stnw hat with his cambric handkerchief; then 
whipping up his horses, set off on full gallop, towaras the 
nelancholy goal of his enterprise. 

The tender Lady Aibina, whose ingenuous mind had ever 
been proof against the malicious insinuations of Lady Sophhk 
to the prejudice of Lady Tinemouth, sat beside Mr. Somer* 
set, sometimes mute with sorrow ; sometsnes lamenting, widi 
ail tiie artless eloquence of nature, the injuries of her dving 
parent, and her own unhappiness, in having been so long 
m^ithheld from paying duty wnere sbe owed so much affection. 

Whilst these two anjcious travellers were pursuing their sad 
JDumey, the inhabitants, of the Abbey were distracted with 
i^prehensions ihat Uie Onuniess woula expire before their ar- 
nvaL Ever since Lady Tinanoouth had been informed^ that 
Mr. Somerset was gone to the Wold, hope and fear agitated 
lier almost to sufib^cioB ; at lenetli, weaned out with soliei- 
tode and ezpeetatioBs, she turned ner dkn eyes upon Thaddeus, 
and fbricing a smilj^ said in a lanfi:uid voice, ''My dear friend, 
ft must be near midnight. I shaJl never see the morning ; I 
Aail paver lA this vorld see my child. I pray you tniukk 
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Mr; Somerset ibr •all dietrmifele Iliaye occaaaaed; andmy 
daughter/ my Albina!'* added her ladyship, hardly able to 
articulate, ** O ! Father of mercies !" cried she, holduig up her 
clasped hands, ** pour all thy blessings on her head ; she has 
nerer wiliuHy given this broKen heart a pang f* 

The Omntess had hardly ended speaking, when Thaddeu* 
heard a bustle on the stahrs ; suspeetii^ that It mig^t be the 
anriTal of bis iriench he made a sign iSr Dr. Cavendish to go 
and ini^uire. His heart beat violently, whilst he kept his eye 
fixed OB the door, and held the ftuntmg pulse of Lady Tine* 
mouth in fan band. The Doctor re-enterad, and in a low voiea 
whiimered, "Lady Albina is here." 

The words acted like magic on the &ding senses of tha 
Countess; with pretematurafstrength she started from her pil* 
low, and catcliing hold of Sobieski's arm with both hers, cned, 
** Oh ! give her to me whilst I have life !" 

Lady Albina appeared, led in by Pembroke, but inetantly 
quitting his hand, with an agonizing shriek, she rudked tc^ 
wards the betLand flung herself into the extended anna of 
her mother. Those arms closed on her, and the head of the 
Countess rested on her bosom. 

Dr. Cavendish soon perceived, by the struggles of the yoiin|; 
My^ that she was m convulsions : taking her off the bed, hft 
eonsigned her to Pembroke and Thaddeus^ who carried hai 
into another apartment : he remained to assist the Countess. 

AIHna was removed ; but the eyes of her amiable and in- 
hired mother, were never again unclosed : she had breathed 
ner last sigh in grateful ecstacy on the bosom of her daughter; 
and heaven had taken her spotless soul to itael£ 

^eing convinced that the Countess was indeed no mor^ ihm 
good C^tor left her remains in charre with the women^ and 
repairinfi; to the adjoining room, found Lady Albina yet sense- 
less in the arms of^his two friends. She was laid on a sofh, 
and Cavendish was pouring some drops mto her mouth, when 
he descried Thaddeus glidmg softly out of the room ; desirous 
to ii|>are him the^ock of suddenly seeing the corpse of one 
whom he loved so dearly, he said, '*Stop, Mr. Constantino, I 
oottjure you do not go into the Countess^ room !" 

The evesof Thaddetis turned with quickness on the dis- 
tressed face of the physicians ; one glance explained what the 
Doetor dura* not speak ; and hastuy saying, " I sliall dbey 
y^SQ," he hurried from the chamber. 

la the Count^s rapid descent from Lady Albina^ room to 
Cha breakfiut parlour, he too plainly perceived, by tha tears of 

ra. U. M2 
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tk^kWWtt^ that, lit Jiad n^ no 9amm* ttoqw^ hairldf^ 
opn. He dftrted from the danoroue luncBtft m tnew iHwwtt. 
p^ple into the pcurlour, end shutting the door, threw hioieeb 
dQwn on a oofk, but rest induced thoiu^ht, and thoiu^t har- 
rowed up hie soul. He started from hU poeitioa ; he peoed 
t}^ room in a paroxysm of an^uidi : he would haTo givf a 
tvorkis for one t«ar to relieve hu oppressed heart. Rem^ ^ . 
sufibcate, he threw open a window, and leaned ouC Kot « 
&UUC appeared to lig[ht the sky ; the wind blew freshij $ and 
with parched lips, he ii^led it, as the reviving breath Wneaveo* 

He was sitting on the window-seat, with his hea^ leajun§. 
ftgaanst tile casement, when Pembroke entered unobserved 
walking op to him, he laid his hand upon his arm, and ejacu* 
lated, in a tremulous voice, ** Thaddeus, dear Thaddeus!" 

Tnaddeus rose at tbe well known sounds ; they remiodei 
^im that oe was not yet alone in the world ; aad throwiii| . 
hioiself upon the bosom of Mr. Somerset, he exclaimed, '*He4- 
Min has still reserved thee, my dear PemWoke, to be my casa 
Cniev ! In thy friendship," added he, wi|une away the lea^ 
rvliich relieved his bursting heart ; "I shall mid affectioi^simi^ 
iflir with those which are gone forever ; my friend, my bro 
Cher I you are the last cord that binds me to the worki.** 

Temhroke received the embrace of hi9 friend ; he ftlt hie 
tears upon his dieek ; but he could neither return tbe one, nor 
8]n:npathizewith the other. The conviction, that he was sooa 
ta se^er that cord which bound them to each ether ; that he 
was to cut asunder that knot which ought to havi) unked 
tV^m forever ; that he was tp deprive the man who had saved 
liis- life, of the only stay of hiiT existence, and abandon him 
{tt-OBcetodmair! all these ideas struck him to the soul ; and 
{pAsping. hia mend's hand, he gaxed at his averted and dejecta • 
ed teatures, with a look of ctesperate horror. ''Sobieski,'* 
rnad he» '''"^haXever may hempen, never forjget, that I sweer, 
J tove you dearer than my hfe ! And, when I am forced to 
abandon my friend, i ehtul not be loog of abandoning whait. 
will then be worthless to me." 

Kot perceiving the dbrensy of eye which acoompanied thia 
f Qeirgetic declaration, Thaddeus gave no other meaning to tha 
^orwy than believing it to be the most expressive assurance of 
H^tion that the forceful nature of his friend could deviae. 

The entrance of Dr. Cavendish disturbed the two youilg . 
ir^en, to whom he immediately communicated the increMin^ 
iQ$»o«ition of Lady Albina. 

/>* "the shock," saad hei <^ which she hiis received G^oaa t% 




ip^ ^Mik «f iMnr molted k«i so^ n)atenil^.|jbi)Mli 
k6» frame, that I have ordered her to bed, and adonA- 
[an i^Mate, which I hope will procure some repose ; and 
jpoo, my dear sky" addad he, addressing the Count, " you had 
wMer eeek a little rest I The stoutest constitution mi|;ht sini: 
vnder what you hare lately endured. Pray, allow Mr. Son|- 
«Met aiMl myself to prevail on you, on our accounlSy if not on 
your, own, to retire B>r half an nour." 

Thaddaus in disregard of his personal comfort, nerer lA- 
fjtktted on that of othera: he leit ttiat he could not daep ; but 
Ite inaw k would gratify his. benevoleat friends te» suppose 
^^t ha did ; and accordingly without opposition, he went to 
« vooni, and throwing himis^f on the bed, lay for nearly an 
baor, rannaatiitt^ on what had passed. Therais an onui]|»a- 
aenoe in thought, or a vetocity producing nearly the same 
dAct, which brings within the short space of a iew minutes 
tlia images of many foregomg years. In almost the same: nn^- 
meat, Thaddeos pondered on his strange meeting- with the 
CrOuiites% her melancholy story, her forlorn deaui-bed, the 
fttal secret that her vile nusbadd and son were his father a^d 
brother; and her daughter whom his wann heart aclmow- 
ledged as a sister, was with him under the same roof, andylilGe 
Hm, the innocent Jiheritor of her father's shame. 

Whilst these multifarious and painful meditations ware a^- 
fating his punrturbed mind, Dr. Cavendish found repose on a 
coocb, and Pembroke Somerset, every instant feeUpg greatar 
iMorrenoe to his ungrateful task, resolved once more to try 
the infloence of intreaty on the otherwise generous spirit of 
hia fiuher. With a half ho{Hng, half despondiiig heart, he 
eommenoed hia last attempt, to shake^ if possifoiey ao Altai a 
raaohiftimi. 

^^ToBobert Somerset, Bart,, S&merstt CusHe. 

*^l hava not ventured into the presence of my dear fhtiier, 
nnee he uttered those dreadful words, which I would giv^ up 
my exiatenoa to beKeve I had never heard. You denounoe a 
earse utwn me if I oppose your vrill, to immediately break 
all oonnezion with the man who preserved my life. Whei^J 
think on this ; when I remember that it was from ffou I rp- 
eeived i command so inexplicable in yourself, so diwraceftil to 
qM, I am neariy mad ; and what I shall be, shoukl you, \isy 
repeating jrour injunctions, force me to obey them^-Haainvn 
Wy knows ! but I feel that I camiot survive tha lOiac^ my 
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fcoMdr, and the aaerilKee of my dunaete^ to e v ery . 
of virtue, which such conduct must for ever destit^.. 

*<0 my &ther! I conjure you! reflect, befof^ in «om> 
pliance with an oath, which it was afanost guilt to make^yoK 
decree your son to everlasting shame and remorse^ Acthow 
I wilL Ishall nerer be happy maitb I cannot Mve wider ^fovr 
malediction ; and should I ^ve up mr friend^ my ooascienee 
will reproach me at erery mstant of my ewst enc e. Can I 
draw that breath which he prolonged, and cease to remonber, 
that I have abandoned faim to want and raiaeiy? Itw^re 
vain to flatter myself, that he wilt condescend to escape etther 
by the mttnifioence which yov ofer as a compensation tbf my 
flneind^p. No ; I cannot believe that this sensible and iada* 
pendent nature is sochan^: circumstances never had any 
power over the nobility of his soul. 

" The hand of misfortune, which threw Count Sobieaki 
flriendless on the bounty of E<ngland, cannot make him appear 
otherwise in my eyes, than as that idol of Warsaw, whose 
■mile was honour, whose friendship conferred distinction. 
Though deprived c^ the splendour or command ; though the 
OBfer cir^ of Mends no longer ckwter around him } thou^ a 
stranger in tins country, and without a home; though in 
plaee of an equipage and retinae, he is followed by ealamity 
•fad negleet ; yet, in my mind, I still see hin in his car of 
triumph : I see not only the oppo8«r of his natiea^s enemies^ 
but tne vanquisher of his own desires ; I see the keir of a 
princely house, even when deserted by mankind, vet encom- 
passed by his virtues \ I see him though cast oui flrom a hai^ 
oened and unjust society, stiU surrounded by the lingering 
spirits of those who have fled to better worlds P And this is 
tne man, my dear fiither, (whom I am sure, had he been of 
any other country than Poland, you would have selected from 
all other men, to be the friend and example of your son,) this 
is he. whom you commaz^ me to thrust away ! 

^ i beseeda you to reconsider this injunction ! I am now 
writing under the same roof with him<: it depends on you^ my 
ever revered fiither, whether I am doing so for the last time ; 
wiiether this is the last day in which your son is to feel him- 
self a man of honour ; whetner he is hence&rth lo be a wreteh 
overwhdmed with shame and sorrow) 

** I have not yet dared to utter one word of what your cruel 
orders diotatod, to my unhamiy friend ; he is now retired to a 
toem to obtain some rest, luler the an^sk oC witnessing tho 
death of Lady Tinemoutlvwho died this night, in eonaequenca 
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flf an inpem vliidli cmly lasted ei^fi-and-fbrty hoaxa, ShaM 
t have to tell him, that he is to lose me too — ^but I cannot add 
mora. Your own hearty my dear father, must tell you thai 
my soul is on the rack, ull I have an answer to this letter. . 
Before I shut my paper, let me implore you on my kneea ! 
whatever you may decide, do not hat^ me : do not load my* 
breaking heart with a parent's cnrse !-Whatever I may be, how 
ever low and degraded in my own eyes, still, that I have sacri* 
ficed what is most precious to me, to my father, will impart tha 
only oonsolation that will then have power to reach your 
dutiful son, 

'^PSMBEOKK 80MBBSBT. 

" Harroujify Jibbey, 
** Hve t^dwik in the mamingJ" 

Xhp Cavendish remained in a profiwind sleep, whilst Pem- 
brokcj with an aching heart, having written the above lettttr 
•nd dispat^ied it with a man and horse, tried to compose him- 
self to half an hour's foigetfulness of life and its turmoils | bn^ 
Ae found his attempts as ineffectual as those of his friend. 

Thaddeus. tossed and tumbled on his restless pillow. R^ 
luctant to disturb the Doctor and fiomerset, whom he hope^ 
JbavBig less cause for re^i^t, had found that repose which be 
■ought in vain, he remamed in b^d. He longed fi>r mornings 
Any change of situaUon seemed^ tp- his irritateid nerves, better 
than the state in which he was in ; and, with some gleams of 
f^easiire, he watched the dawn break, and the sun rise behind 
the opposite hiU. He got up and ojsened the window, and 
looking out, saw a man throw himselioif a horse that was all 
io a foam, and enter the house. The next minute the clock 
•truck eignL 

Buwyriaed at this circumstance, Thaddeus descended to th^ 
parh>wr, where he foand the man ; who, beine Pembroke's 
fnesasengsr, had returned express from the casue, bearing an 
order from 8ir Robert (who was seized alajrmingly ill) that his 
•on should return immediately. 

Dismayed to the soul with this new distress, Mr« Somorset- 

gve the Count such a strain to his breast when he bade him 
«weU, as might have infiirmed a more suspicious p^son, 
that it was intended for a final parting ; but Thaddeus dii^ 
eemed nothing more in the anguish of his friend's coiuite- 
ii^nce than fear for the safety of Sir Robert; and, fervently 
wishing his recovery, he hade Pembroke remember thajt shoufol 
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nore Bm&StBMce be necessary, Dr. Cavendisli woutd remain ^ 
the Abbey till Lady Albina's return to the Wold. 

Mr. Somenset being sone towards noon, when die Count 
was antiouriy waiting Uie appearance of tne pliysicittn fitim 
die room of hissisterjhe was surprised by the aiirupt eatranoe 
of two gentlemen. He rose, and bowing, inqtured wliat were 
dieir bui^ess ? The elder of the men, witn a swoBeo coun- 
tenfmce. and in a voice of thunder, announced himself to bs 
the EkA (xf Tinemouth, and the other as his son. 

** We are come," continued he, stancting at a haughty dis* 
tanooy " we are come, to carry from thb nest of infamy. Lady 
AlUna Stanhope^ whom some one of her mother's paramours, 
perhaps you, Su-7 dared to steal from het hw!s*9 house 
yestenUiy evening. Tell me, if you do not wish to meet the 
chastisement due to your situation, where my daughter is ?** 

With difficulty Uie Count Sobieski could suppress the pas- 
sions that were risii^ in his breast. He turned a scomfhl 
glance on the penmi of Lord Harwold, who, with an air of insui^ 
nrable derision, was coolly measuring his figure through an eyi&» 
class ; and then replying to the ESirl, said, in a firm voice : 
** My lord, whoever ycAi suppose me to be, it matters not ; I 
now stand in the place of Lady Tinemouth^ executor ; and, 
to my last gasp, I will prove myself the defender of her 
injured name." 

'*Her lover!" interrupted Lord Harwold, turning on his 
heeL 

''Her defender. Sir," repeated Thaddeus, with a tremendous 
fhywn; *<and shame and sorrow will pursue the son that 
xequires a stranger to supply his duty." 

'* Wretdi !" cried the Eieurl, forg^ttinfi; his assumed loftiness^ 
and advancing passionately towards Thaddeus, with his stick 
held up ; ^ how dare you address such languag^ to an English 
nobleman 7" 

** By the right of Nature, which holds her hws over aH 
mankind ;" returned he, cahnly looking on the raised stiek. 
**When an English nobleman fbrgets that he is a son, he 
is amenable to meet reproach from the meanest vassal be 
commands." 

''You see, my lord," cried HarwoM, sliding behind hit 
Ihther, "what we bring on ourselves by harbouring tlieee 
democratic foreigners! Sir," added he, addressing hhnself to 
Thaddeus ; " your dangerous principles shall be conwKunicalei 
to the Alien-office ; such fellows oufht to be hanged^" 

gobieski eyed the enraged UUle Tord with eontempt ; amd^ 
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llRiiMf to Um £arl» who was aga» opemng his lim to mall) 
he aaid in im unaltered tone, *' I cannot guess, Lord Tinor 
mooth, what is the leason of this attack on oie. I came here 
by mere accident; I Ibond the Countess ill : and, from rasped 
to her excellent qualiUea, I remained with her till her evee 
were closed forerer. She prayed to see her daughter be&re 
she died. What human heart could deny a mother such a 
Muest? and my friend, Pembroke Somersetv undertook to 
Snnff Lady Albina to the Abbey," 

'* Pembroke Somerset]'* echoed the Earl, ** A pretty guard 
hr my daughter, trul^ ! I make no doubt, he is just such a 
imscal as his fittner; just such another as yourself I I am noC 
ta be inmosed on by your fiilsehoods ; I know Lady Tine- 
mouth to nave been a aisgraoe to me ; aud you to be that Ger* 
man adventurer, on whose account I sent her from London." . 

Surprised at this unexpected calumny on the memory of a 
^ppoman whose fame from any other mouth, came as unsullied 
as purity itself Thaddeus gazed with horror at the furious 
eountenance of the man whom he believed to be his father. 
His heart swelled, his temples throbbed ; and, not deigning to 
leply to a charge as unmanly as it was fiJse; he quietly took 
out of lus pocket the two fetters whi^ the Countess had 
dictated to ner husband and her son. 

Lord Harwo^d tore his open, east his eyes over the frsl 
word% then crumbling it up io his hand^ threw it from him 
exclaiming. '^ I am not to be frightened either by her arts, or- 
the lies of her fellows." 

Thaddeus, no loneer master of himself^ sprung towards this. 
qnnaUiral son , ana seizing his arm with the strength of a 
Bercules; ''Lord Harwolq!" cried he, in a dreadful voice, 
''If it were not that I have some mercy on ^rou .for thai 
parent's sak% whom like a parricide you are giving a second 
death by such murderous slander, I would resent her wrongs al 
the hazard of your w<nthless life !" 

*' My lord ! my lord ! ' cried the trembling Harwold, quak- 
ing under the gripe of Thaddeus, and shrinking from the 
terriUe briditness of his eyes ; " my lord 1 my lord, save me !"• 

The fiarl, almost suffocated with rage, called out, '* Ruffian! 
Let eo my son !" and again raising his arm, aimed a blow at 
fhe head of Thaddeus, who, wrenching the stick out of th^^ 
^^^B^iffg lonl'S'hand, snapped it in two, and throw the pieces 
out of .the window. 

Lord Harwold took this opportunity to ring the bell violent* 
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^; Oft iHdeh ttmnaoiui, Us owti two BttintnU ettUfMl' tti 

RMXHU 

"Now, you low-born,^ insolent Acoundrcif !* c^ttf the' ddi» 
JMned Ear^ stamping with his feet, and pointing to the'ttM 
Who stood m the dooivway : '* Voo shall Im tunied lieck nM 
keels oat df this hoosen Richard^ James^ coQi^ that fdlo# 
Ibsttttttly." 

Thaddeos only extended his aim to the me^ (who wiii| 
oonfUsedly looking on each other,) and calmly aKid, **n 
either of you attempt to obey this command of ydur lcMi\ 
yoQ shall naTe cause to repent H.** 

The men retreated. Tn« Edrl repeated liis orders. 
' ^ Rascals ! Do as I command you, or instantly prepate tb h$ 
turned away. I wiU teach you,** added he, clenchii^ foM pift 
at the Count, who stood resolutely and serenely be&rd hictt 
•I will tead) you how to behave to' a man of hign birth f 

The footmen Were again retarded from approaching, by K 
Ijkmce from the inthnidating eyes of Thaddeus ; who, tartfing[ 
^ith calm dignity to the storming Sari, " You can teadi m3 
ttothing about h^h birth," said ho, '< that t do not alreaJdy 
Icnow. Could it be of any independent benefit to a man, tiietf 
had not I received the taunts and insults which you hcv^ 
dared to cast upon me." 

At that moment. Dr. Cavendish hacvfng heard a busthh 
made his appearance. Amazed at the sight of two stranrerdf 
whom from their enraged countenances, and the proud eleta-. 
tion with which Thaddeus was standing between them^ hii 
fightly fudged to be the Earl and bis son, he achmn'eed to- 
wards nis friend: intending to support him in the attaDdtr 
whieh he saw was menaced, by the violent gestuns of H^ 
visitors 

^ Dr, Cavendishj" said Thaddeus, speeddng to him as ft4 
tfpproached, ''your name must be a passport to the'coi^* 
dence of any manl I therefore shall eraiify the husbaUd of 
my ever lamented friend, by quietnig Uiis hou^; but! defe- 
]gate you to the office with which she entrusted me. I leate" 
you In ciiartfe of he^ sacred remains ; and of the jew\^ whicft* 
yott will find in her liBLdy8hip*s room. She desired that hadr o£ 
tliem mi^t be delivered, with her blessmg; to her daughte^ 
Kttd the dther hal£ witk her pardeiA, to her son;" 

^TeU tttei Pr.CtftWdish,* cried the Eari, as Ttadd^hiftHrtli^ 
menngh^.tD leave the room; ^'WfabisthatllsiKleaat'MM^ 
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«'^k3r8> Oiftl h» AtSV* added Loid HoMld; ^H i 

any interest with the Duke of Portland.'* 
Dr. Cnyendi^, with a flushed cheeky w«a pKpiikig to 

rik, wh«ii Thaddeus, tiirning> rotBul at thb last threat «f 
Viscounty said, ** If I did not feel myself as hidi above Lcsd 
Harwold, as heaven is from the earth, peihape iw might pm» 
▼olte me to treat him as he merits ; but I spurn sneh lessol* 
ment, and I despise hmi. For you, my mid,** added he^ 
addressing the Earl with an agitated counteaanee aad ra«B» 
** there is an angel above, who pleads against the iaattUa tlitt 
'^ou hi^Te obstinately heaped on an imioceiit maa." 

Thaddeus disappeared as he uttered tiie last wind; ud 
faasteaing from the house and pari^ stopped at « fltnnai^ 
eattage near the brow of the hill. The owners of this humble 
little place, being the parents of one of Lady TinemootliPs 
maid8,j;Iadly welcomed the so highly praised Mr. Gonslantim, 
and onered him the command of their house, tmdhe might 
- find it convenient to quit the neighbourhood. 

Any prospect of repose promised elysium to •him : with 
harasseq and torn nerves, he took possession of^an apartmeati 
which looked down upon the road that led from the Abbey to 
the town. The rapidity of the late events bewilderedhis senses 
tike the illusions of a dream. He had seen his ftither, hie 
brother, and his sister ; and most probably he had i»r€6d from 
them forever ! at least he hoped, that hie should neter egMk 
*be tortured with the sight of Lord Tinemouth and his SfMu 

" How f' thought he, whilst he walked up and down hie 
solitary apartment, *^ how could the noble nature of »y mo- 
ther love such a man ? And how oould he haivo held io loi% 
an eminre over the pure heart of the Countess." 

Orer and over again, he asked himself diat ouestioa ; hot 
could return no answer; he could nowhefo cUsoem in the 
bloated features and passionate gestures at the Eari^ anv of 
that beauty (^countenance, or grace of manners which had 
farmed alike Therese Sobieski, and tho tender Adeliza. 
Like those hideous chasms whieh are dug deep in the land by 
the onpetuous sweep of a torrent, the course of violeiit pnh 
sions leaves vast ana irreparable traoes on the souL Soit 
with Lord Tinemouth. 

"(xracious Providence!" ejaculated Thaddeus;— > 
Innbly does vice or virtue write itself on the eouotonaiiee! 
T%e EarPs fieure and features may be fine, but the liiieameRia 
of proflie;acy have degraded every part or him. €K>od GMl 
Can he be my fiither! Can it be his blood that is nowrunnliif 

FcL IL N 
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-irfli^vMMr CtaaitUli&lifaMdflmtnMviftlhk 
with detartufkip agauMi limi V 

BsiBn tiK SDiiMi, TlwddeoB waB atWMed IWm Umm painfU 
•oliloqiKit Inr tCill more painlal emocion* ; he mw mm liw 
vilidow, a aeaiae dming at iuU gaUop «^ the road iHiidi 
■awnded to the Ahbey, and fMcsSAllf fatam with a nan 
aolflBB pacCy Ibllowal hy a poat chaiae aoA the EaiPs ooach. 

"PyfelHigwietAeal'' cried ThaddeMa,lcMMiigiWit of tha 
wiadoWy ana parauiiig^ with his eye, the ti}i9 of the aabla 
fbuDfoa, aa the cavalcade wound roimd the road j '^ Could va 
not aflow thia poor eocae a little natf Must her injuries y 
=<«ti)ndad to the grave? Most her cold relics be insulied, Da 
iMrriad la the tomb^ without rererenee, without decency ?" . 

TiMBoble heart of Thaddeus distended, bea^ and writhed 
with honor, at this dimaz of the Earl's barbonty. Dr. Ca- 
vaadiih entered; he began to speak of the peipetxators of aa 
•at, which he deemed sacrileee i^gainst the dead ; but Tha<t 
deus could not bear it : and ne interrupted him by iwjuiriqg 
•how Lady Albina had bonie sujch brutal treatment of her 



• ^Yerv iO," returned: the Doctor: "and though I warned 
the Eai^ thiit to compel her laAjmip to follow the hearw, 
-would be at the inunineDt peril of her life, yet he would not 
he soAened. He nut her mto the coach in a state of insensi- 
hility, with no other assistant than a woman servant, wha 
rsca w ed her into her arms ; and then, loaded with the secreC 
caraea of every honest heart, I saw him set off in the poat 
-chaiae wfaieh was already ooo^ued by his. detestable sob. 
Haavan^a malediction must follow them I" 

The Doctor pursued the subject. Sobieaki's wearied spirits 
listened to him with patience^ for nothing could now be said 
10 increaae an abhorrence which hadjained its height. He 

* avowed to himself that he hated the fsurl ; and he hearkened 
ki eloomy silence to the new crimes recounted by bis friend. 

In the midst of this depressing conversation, a courier arriv- 
ed from Dr» Cavendish's Stan&rd patient, desiring that he 
would return immediatehr : the gentleman having sustained a 
ffelapse. Cavendish, with some reluctance to quit tlie Count, 
(whom he still knew by no other name than Constantine.) 
ordered the chaise to the door. He^ shook hands with 1 had- 
dausi requesting he wouki let him hear from him, and bkhlipg 
him many affectionate adieus, locked out of the carriage win- 
'^t ItU the frint light of the moon, and the fading glimmer of 



teeoltttie €aBdl6% fiuled to au^ Oie liltW mot lAidL ««i» 
tftined his finew^ even diacernable. 



CHAPTBR XXX. 

Foft ibt &at time, during many nidiUy Thaddeus alepl 
(Mondly; biahbdraaaoB were disturbed; andlieAwukefirom 
them at an early hour mirefirteahed« and inanuch fe^er. ■ 

The simple breakfast which his cottage host and hostess set 
before him, was hardlv touched. Their nicely dressed dinner 
met with the same mte. He was ill, and neither possessed 
apfietite nor sfoiits to eat* The ^ood peoj^ being too ciTil • 
to intrude upon him, he sat alone in his window from eidit 
o^dock, (at which time he had arisen,) till the cawinf of ua 
rooks, as they returned to the Abbey woods, reminded him that , 
•fening was coming on. Ue was uneasy at the absence of 
Somerset ; not so much on his own account, as on that of Sir 
Roberti whose increased danaer might have oceasioned thii 
delay ; howeyer he hoped otherwise, haoang earnestly ibr 
a temporary asylum under the roof of his friend, he trusted 
that tne sjrmpathy of Pembroke would heal all his wounds, 
and fit him (if it were reouired) yet fiurther to braye the buf* • 
fots of adverse fortune. Nor was Miss Beaufort forgotten. 
If ever one idea more than another sweetened the bitterness 
of his reflections, it was the remembrance of tlie lovely 
ICary. Whenever her imaee rose before him, whether /rtano- . 
ing with folded arms and looking with vacant aam on> the 
TaUey beneath ; or, when cast upon his watchfuT pillow, he 
opened his aching eyes to the momixig lieht; stilly as her 
beaulifiil figure presented itself to his mind, he si^^bed j but it . 
was a ai^ laden with balm ; it did not tear his breast like 
those which were wrung from him by the hard hand of calamity 
and insult; it was the soft breiDith of love, which makes 
man dream of heaven, whilst it betrays him to the grave. 
Thaddeus thoq^t it delightfol to recollect how she had looked , 
on him ; it was oappiness to know that he owed his liberty to 
her : and the Anticipation, that he should again draw bliss 
fbom her eyes, swelled, agitated, and intoxicated his souL 

'< Sweet Mary I** murmured he, *' I shall see thee once more 1 
I shall again experience thy kindness ! I will thank thee with 
my heart ; and think myself blest in being allowed the prtvv- 
l^ of loving thee iu silence, (UiU for even'* 
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.^Vlto idtpit t^' PiMibvolte riding ^hfoofih 'tiio AtfiMi% fiwlflp 
Wwank toe cottage, agreeably recalled &e wandering mind ^ 
Sobieald. He went out to meet him ; Mr. Somerset, putting 
hit horse on a gallop, was at Ins iHend's side, and had alight- 
ed, before he could cross the first meadow. Thaddeus, imme- 
diately inquired after the Baronet's health, Pembroke an- 
swered the question with an incoherence that filled him with 
•nrprise. ^rney* walked towards the house, but he did not 
•eem to recover himself; his absence of mind, and the wild 
nunbling of his eyes whenever he was spcdcen to^ wore so 
•trOcing, that the Uount mitertained no douot of somie dreadful 
aieeident. 

As soon as the^ entered the little parlour, Pembroke threw 
himself into a chau*, and throwing off his hat, wiped the per- 
•piratton from his face, which, thoufi4i a cola November 
•vening, was streaming down his forehead. Thaddeus felt 
•QSpense too painAil to be endured. 

** What is the matter, dear Pembroke ? Is Miss Beaulbrt 
well r* 

■ ** Perfectly," ret umed he ; ** Every body is weB, ezeepH my- 
■elf and my father, who, I verily believe, has lost his sonses ; 
at any rate, he will drive me mad." 

The nianner in which this reply was uttered, astonished 
Thaddeus so mueh, that he could only gaze on the convulsed 
features of his friend with wonder. Pembroke observed the 
amazement which sat in his eyes, and lajrin? his hand on his 
arm : ** My dear, dear Sobierici !" said ^e, ** Wha. do 1 aot owe 
ydu f Good Heaven, how humble do I feel myself in your 
■i^t ! But there is a power above, who knows how inti> • 
mately you are woven with every artery in this heart !»• 

''*I believe it, my dear Pembroke," cried Thaddeus, yet 
mora alarmed than before; "Tell me what it is that dis- * 
tresses you ; if my counsel, or my sympathy, can O0sr any 
thing to comfbrt and assist you, you know that I am your 
own." 

Pembroke burst into tears, and covering his streaming eye* 
with his handkerchief exclaimed, <' I am indeed distressed! 
distreMed beyond your comfbrt. Oh ! how can I speak it I 
You will despise my father, Thaddeus » Ymi will spurn me!" 

** Impossible I" cried he, with energy; though nis flushed 
cheek and fainting heart immediately declareathat he had 
ftiiticipated what he must hear. 

'^I see," eried Pembroke, regarding the altered features of 
fcw friend with a glanoe of agony ; **l see that yoa think il ii 
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pmUkf tel nqr ^^dnr eao Aiiik vaiB farfQ%F iB|r dim eoo* 

Ttaoddeas ibH the Benrtimbing towsli of tngndtude nv 
Arough his Toins; his frame was ohlHedi wm petrifiod; hvl 
kis just alltetioA, and cahned coantenanoe, pvodmmtA how 
tnw a judgment he had passed ob the whole. He took the 
twrntng hand of Mr. Somerset in his own, and, with a steady 
•ad conaoKng Toioe, said, *' Assure yooraeU^ dear Pembrokoi 
Wbateror be the commands of your fiither, I shall adh«ne to 
thenk i cm mndentand by these fefteroos omolioiMk that h0 
•bjeets to receive me » yoir fiiend* Perhaps,'' adaed he^ A 
|4oam of snspidon flashing thnmgh hie mind; '^peiilu&peMitt 
Beaufort mmf hanre perceiTed tM derotedness of my hearty 
Mid disdaining my— «^' 

''Hush, for Heaven's sake !'* cried Pembroke, starting fiom 
Mb chair; ** do not implicate my poor oonsitt ! Do not add 
Id her disaf^lntment the misery that you suspeet her ; no 
Thaddeos,** continued he^ in a calmer tone, "Alary Beaufort 
JDvos yoa : she oottfeased it in an aeony of grief on my boaonii 
just before I came away; end only umragh her, dtue I e^ev 
expect to meet forgiveness from you. In spite of my lathnr 
3roo may many her. She has no curse to dread : uie need 
■01 sacrifice all that is most precious m her sight, lo the obMiU 
Mita caprice of criminal resentment !" 

''A curse!" reiterated Thaddeus, "How is this? Whal 
have I done to deserve such hatred frDm your father 7" 

** O nothine ;" cried Pembroke, " nothing. My lather nevev 
aaw you. My fiither thanks you for all that you iiave dona 
far me : but it is your country that he hales. Some Polander^ 
years nack, injured him ; and my fiither took a fiUal oath 
against the whole nation. He declares he cannot, he will nod 
hnak i(^ were ho by so doing to save his own lift, or even 
aune; for (Heaven torgive me !) I was this morning wrought 
■p to such a pitdi of phrenzy, that I threatened to destroy 
myself, rather than sacrifice my gratitude 93ad honour tohia 
^ruel commands I Nay, to oonvinoe you that this is no per*, 
flonal enndty to yourself, he ordered me to give you writii» 
wUoh will put you in possession of five hundred a yefir &r 
•f«r. I have them with me." 

AH the pride of the prkieelv house rose at once in th^. 
bnastofThMdeus. .Tliough full of indignation at this iasult« 
of Sir Robert, he regarded ttie averted fiwe of his friend nitbi 
jnnyiiiifin, whilst in a firm voice he rejected the dscFadfflsf 
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lone, which, eren his afFection cookl not soften fi!t)m a 
Mmd ; ** that my abaenee is not to be bought w^ mteey, nor 
my imndahip m rewarded." 

Pembroke ocMrered faia bm?ninff fhoe with his hands. Thii 
aiffht at once brou^t down the naxEh^ spiiic of the Comtti 
woo eontinued in gentler accents; *^ Wh«tever be the senci* 
n^nts of Sir Robert Somerset, they shall meet with due atleii» 
tfenirom me. He is yoar father, thersfiire I xespeet him ; bat 
lie has pot it out of nis power to olidiga me ; 1 cann*t acee^ 
his boQttty. Thoorh your heart, my -deanst Pemfomke, ■ 
Above all priee, yet I will make it a sacrifice to your d«^.'*-** 
And by k> ddn^ pot the last seal on my misrortanes 1 was 
the meaning of the heavy sigh whidi accompanied his Int 
wovdsL 

Pembroke tm f w s ed the room in an agony; '^MercifU 
Providenet!'' cried he, wringing his elapsed oanda^ '^dffeoi 
me ! O Tbaddens if you voold read my uncnred heart, yon 
woold pitjme; yon woald see that thn basiBess.is teanne 
my soiri nom my body. What am I to do 7 I dannot, J. wiK 
fieipart with you for ever." 

llie Count went up to him, and drew him to a seat; *^B9 
■atMed," aaid he, ''that i am convinoed of your affeetioa. 
Whatever may happen, this assurance wi^ be sufficient Mk 
Atve me comfort ; tmrefore I intreat you, dear Pembroke by 
uat affection, not to bring regret to me, and reproaiBh to yoon* 
ielf, by disobeying the will of your father! If we sepamte 
Ibr life, remember, my beloved friend, that the spaa of ear 
existence here is short; we shall meet again in a happisr 
trofld, perhaps more blest, fbr having immolated our wishes W 
hard duty in this." 

** Cease, Sobieski, cease t" cried Pembroke, " i can draw no 
•OMCriatioD from this reasoning. It is not duty to obey « 
hatred little short of cttstiaction ; and if we now separate, I 
know I shall neter feel peace more. Oood Heaven ! whB^ 
oomfort oan I find^ when i know that you ar^ exposed to all 
tfie ind^iuties which the worid levds against the mdbrtnnatet 
Oan I mdulge In the luxuries of my fhther*B house, when I 
know you have neither a home nor subsistence? Nb^Thad^ 
deus, I am not such a vdlain. I will not give you tip. thbugh 
ihy ftether should lend me with curses ; I trust there » a jost 
fowtr above, Uiat would avert them." 

< PbKMiving that argument, at this tima, would sot oniy iba 
fruitless, but probably intense his friend's irritated maMair^ to 
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M flCMHitauiriMi of flDmenudi action, TluuMeo ^rUendtd fb 
overiook the frantic gesture and voioe which terminated thv 
meek ; and assfunisg a serene air, he replied ; <* Let this fee 
the subject of future conversations. At present T must con- 
jare yioo, by the happmess of us both, to return to the casile. 
Vou know my laessoce to Sir Robert. Present my respects to 
your aunt; abd,'' added he, after a pavse, " assfir«Miss Bean- 
Ibrt. that whilst I have life, her goodness will be its most aa^ 

Pembroke mterupted him. "Why these messages, dear 
Tbtddoaa I Do not mppose, that if I fulfil my fhther's order 
4o reUtm to Someaet to-night, that it is OBTsepamlion. Oiw* 
cious Heaveal is it so easy a matter to part lor ever?" 

**f(ot for evert Ono;'' re;>lied Ttiaddens, grasping 1^ 
Juknd ; ** We efaatt see eacti other again ; only, meanwhile, re» 
peat those mesaages to your snot and cduan. Oo^ my deair 
Pemhrakej to your father; and may the Loid of heaven bleak 
Tau l»» 

The teat words ware snoken in ahaost a stifled voice, as ha 
•pened faia anna and sttisjHU his friend to his breast. 

^ I shall aae ymk to-morrow !" cried Pembroke, *' on no other 
conditioa I leave you now.** 

Tlauldeas made no other answer to this demand, (which ha 
datermiaed should never be gramed,) than a second enibraea. 
Pembroke went oat of the room, to order his horses ; than 
fvturnuig again, he atood in the door-way, and holding out hli 
Ikand to the Count, said, " Faiewell, till to-mofrow*" Thad^ 
Amis shook it warmly, and he disappeeured. 

When the outward door closed after bis friend, the CotaM 
itaadned in the seat into which he had throwa himself. Ha 
did aoi ventnre to move, lest he should by chanoe catch a 
aiaabe of B andag e £rom the window, ^ow that he was gjoa^ 
Ea l^lt the AiH worth of what he had relmquiahed. Ha tiad 
resigned a man who loved him: one who had known and 
g a va r ad his eveiwhunented grandftther and his mother; the 
anyone with whom be could have diseouraad of their virtueat 
fla ftH-that he had 'severed from him the hnk which had unli> 
tad'his pvaseat state with his former fottunas ; and thh^winjg 
his atins along a table that stood near him, he leaned his ach- 
faig^hoKi upon them, and, in idea, followed, with an anguished 
heart, theprogi^ss and reception of his friend at the Castle. -' 
' ^ The Tacaing misery which tortafed the mind ot Mr. Somei^ 
Aat» was not borne with equal rasignation. Ooaacioas' af 
kavi^g lafK aia d ffr aa h woi»ada oa the btaaai of hia noMa fti a a di» 
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y0i|Mffltw«feaciiH adapted 16 KyMty, OmI Iw M nlbii 
friMuisd than disftppointed, when ha found the suppenroom a^ 
che Castle qmU yaeanty and onlf one coreron the talila 
awaiting hia arrival* 

He auced a lew qoeedoni of the aervantfl) who mfoimed him^ 
that it was already late, past twelve o'clock, and that Sir Ro» 
bert, who was taken worae, had retired to bed earljr in tfa* 
evening* 

'*Aim1 where are my aunt and cousin?*' demanded Fm* 

One of then replied, that in oonseQttenoe of Miss Beanlbrt 
Jiaving been suddenly indisposed, botti the ladies had left Uia 
supper^room befoi* eleven. Pembroke readily guessed the 
cause of this disorder ; he too truly adjudged it to Marv'a 
extreme anxiety respecting the reception which Count So» 




trnies. Full of solieitude for the success of an applicatioa 
which he intended to make to Miat Beaufort, he traversed tba 
terreoe for an hour before he was summoned to breakfiut* 
The Baronet continuing unwell, the ladws only were in tha 
room when he entered. Miss Dorothy, who had learnt the 
particulars oi the late events from the agitated Mary, longed 
lo ask Pembroke how his friend would act on her brolhei'a 
oommand ; but every time that she moved her li^ his in« 
4amed eye and wan countenance made her stop, and fear.to 
venture on the subject. Mary sat in mute dejection, watching 
Che hurried actions of her cousin ; and when, after he had 
swallowed a basin of tea, he rose up, and took up his hat t» 
leave the room, shk looked anxiously towards him. Pembroka 
tpmed rouad at the same moment, and holding out Ilia hanl 
to her, paid, " Come, Mary ; I want to say something to you* 
Will you walk with me on the terrace ?" 

Miss Beaufort, with trepidation and a beating heart» took 
lus arm, and prooaaded in silence till they reached the gmval 
walk. A mutual and deep-draMrn sigh, was the first openiag 
ft a conveisation, on which the souls of both hung with 
interest, h(^ and dread. Pembroke was the first who oegan; 

"Mvdear, dear Mary,'' said, he *<you are now my sola 
dependence. From what I told you yesterday of n^ lafther'a 
ambbom infiexibility, we ean have no hope of his rekntiiig; 
iadeed, after what turn passed, I could not flatter myastf thai 
tluMmm MMkx voidd on any aoeouat mmm to.iil 



oH^[»li0li A hiM hankk. Ab^adv lie haa n&Md widi allOM . 
iadignation I expected, Sir Rooeit's offer of an annuity. 
My dear Qoii8iQ,*fioir can I exist, and yet witness this noble 
fiiead m distress, and UTin|[ withont the suecoor of my fiiend* 
ship ? Heaven knows this must be the case ; for 1 would 
socmer perish- then venture to insult the man whom my father 
has treated so- ill, with any pecuniary offers from me ! There* 
fare, dear Mary, it is on you alone tnat I depend. Thaddeus . 
adores, yon, and you love him. Marry nim, my beloved , 
cousin,'' cried he, catching her hand to his lips ''and relieve 
my heart from a load of shame and misery I Be generous, my 
sweet Mary," added he, supporting her now trembling frame 
against his breast'; " Act up to your noble nature^ and offer 
lam by me, that hand which his calamities and disinterested- 
ness preclude him from requesting." 

Miss Beaufort, hardly able to articulate from the emotions 
that ehoaJied her utterance, replied, '* I would give him all 
that I possess could it purchase hnn one tranquil hour; I 
would serve him for ever, could I do it and be unknown; 
bot " 

^* O do not hesitate I Do not doubt P' interrupted Pembroke^ 
''To serve your friendi^ I know that you are capable of the 
most extraordinary exertions; I know that there is nothing' 
within the verge or possibility, that your generous diofiosition, 
would not attempt ; then, my beloved Mary, dare to be what' 
you are : by havmg the magnanimity to act as you know you 
ought ; oy ofiering your hand to him, show the noble Sobieski 
tifeat you really deserve the devotion of a hero's heart'* 

" Dear Pembroke,'^ Teplied Mary, wipiite the still gliding 
tears from her burning cheek, " after the comession which you 
dbew "from me yesterday, I will notdeny, thaOto poesesallie 
esteem of your friend wdu^ render me the happiest of created 
hadngB; Imt I cannot believe what yenr sanguine affection 
tells me; I cannot si:q9pose, situated as I was at Lady 
Bwkdas's under a dotid of ia^iion, and surrounded by frifvo- 
IsttS and contemptible society,, that he should discover any. 
dhne in me to respect ; every way embarrassed as I wa% 
dirffeng my companions, afraid of my own interest in him, a 
wl was drawn over my mind, through which he could neither 
judge of my good or my bad qualities : how then can I flatter 
myself or oo the Count Sobieski such an injury, as to imagine 
Ihiat he could Mi any preference to sucli an ibsigDifieant 
iittncter as I must have appeared ?" 

It wna some time before Pembroke eouU shake the hold 
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vliich this preposMsncm had tdkni of MiM BeanflMi mmdL 
After harin^ set in every pOBsible light the tenm with ivltich 
his friend had spoken of her name, he at len^ oomrinced her 
of what her heart so earnestly wieiied to bebere^ that she was 
not entirely indifferent to Sobieski 

Mr. Somerset's next achievement was to overooine her 
scruples against eommissioning him with the message he waa 
denrous to communicate to Tbaddeus. Owine to the oontinual 
recurrence of her fears, that the warmth of her cousin might 
have too highly coloured the fint object of debate^ this task 
was not more easy to accomplish than the former. In vain she 
remonstrated, in vain riie doubted, in vain demurred ^ Pen»» 
broke would not be denied ; and as with &ultertng hps, tk» 
ataented to the permission which he had ahnost extorted ; she 
threw her arms round his neck, and implored him to be eare-^ 
lul of her honour ; to remember that she had pat into his 
charge all that was most precious to her, the moMty of hsr 
•ex. and her own delicacy. 

Pembroke, delighted at this consent, notwithstanding he 
received it through the medium of many heavy tears, em- 
braced his cousin with ten thousand ammating promises of 
future happiness ; and having allowed her to enter the house, 
mounted ms horse,' and set off on the foil gallop^ towarda 
QaxTowby-Hin, 
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When Thaddeus reoovered from the reverie into 
he had been thrown by the departure of Mr. Somerset, ha 
eonadered how he might remove outofaeoontiy whereinhe 
had only met with, and ooeasioned distress. 

The iiorrid price which Pembroke's fiuher had set on the 
eontinuance of their fiiendsdiip rendered it neeenary that his 
fliglht should be immediate. Averse to a second mierfiew 
with his friend, which could only produLe them pain, he. 
determined that not another mom should rise upon him in 
Lincolnshire; and taking a pen, with dl the rotura kme* 
liness of his fhte painted on hisi, heart, he wrote two letters 

One he addressed to Mr. Somerset, bidding him that fiire* 
irell, which he confessed -he could never have taken. As lup 
wrotaf his hand trembled, his bosom swelled, ^nd he hfidBf 



fljhnl ]» #|MiAi towiUaieM y» tean from 
en the paper: hkr emotion, his grie^ were driven oack, were 
ooBoeaied; but the tendeonesB of nis soul flowed over the 
letter. He fomve Pembroke's father, for Pembroke's sake ; 
•«iid in spite of their personal disunion, he vowed that no 
earthly eiHiaiileration should restrain his love from foIlowuD^ 
<he stm of his friend, even into the r^ons of eternity. E£ 
«ioeed MB melancholy epistle, with in&ming Mr. Somerset, 
iStaXf as he shoidd quit England immediately, any search a^ 
^'~ which his ginierous nature might dictate, would be in 



nougfa Thaddeus Sotneski would have disdained a life of 
^ependenoe on the greatest potentate in the world, though he 
tfpected with the same sincerity, a similar proposal firom his 
friend, and despised the deerading o$er of Sir Robert ; yet he 
lelt no disparagement to his dignity, no infringement on the 
disinterested nature of his friendship, when he accepted, and 
nsolved to letain, the money which Pembroke had conveyed 
to him in prison. Thaddeus never acted but firom principle. 
Hu honourable and penetrating mind knew exactly at wnat 
point to draw the tender threieui of delicacy. Pride and 
mdf^ndence, with him, were distinct terms. Receiving assise 
tance from a friend, and leaning on him wholly for support, 
aad a different meaning : he accepted the first with gratitude s 
»e would have thought it impossible to live and endure the last. 
On these {»emises, Pembroke was never pained by an attempt 
return^ his bounty. Indeed Thaddeus woula have con- 
sidered himself unworthy to confer a benefit, if he had not 
known how to receive one. This spirit left no part of Miss 
Beaufort's obli^tion on his mind, but its sweetness ; and with 
these impressions, and a throbbing heart, he' began a short 
address to her. 

** To Jtfm BeaufirL 
** My fisuaiities seem to lose their power, when I take up mr 
pen to address for the first and the last time. Miss Beaufort. I 
aaidly know what I would say — ^what I ought; 1 dare not 
irenture to write all that I foeL But have you not been my 
benefiustress ? t)id you not assert my character, and g^ve me 
fiberty, when I was calumniated and m distress ? Did you not 
unml me firom the scorn of unpitying foUy 7 Did you not con- 
lole me with your own compassion 7 You have done all this ; 
ind surely you will not despise the gratitude of a heart which 
yeu hav« condescended to soothe and to comfort 7 At leas^ I 
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eftonot leave Bhefand'fir ever wiilKMiii 

the head of lifiss Beaufort; without thanking heron my iaMaSy 

on which I am writing, for that gracious and benign tfinty 



which diaeorered a breaking heart under the maalE of asM- 
raty; which penetrated through the gaf4> of poterty aad 
dependence, and saw that the contenmed Constantiae wacaoc 
what he seemed ! Your smiles, Miss Beaufort; yewToies^ 
speaidng commiseration, were my sweetest conaolnlioai 
during Siose heaTy months^ of sorrow, which I enduivd •( 
Dundos house : I contemplated you as a jMtving angal^ sent to 
reconcile me to a life wnidi hftd already Dccome a bunte. 
These are the benefits which Miss Beauftnrt has bestowed oc 
a fiiendless enle; these are the benefits which she hanbn^ 
stowed on me ! and they are written on my scnL Kot tiU 1 
go down into the grsTO shall they be foreotten. Oh I not 
even then, for when I rise again, I shall still find them 
registered there 1 

** Farewell most respected, most dear Miss Beaufert. May 
the Father of heaven bless, with his choicest care, her, whom 
name shall ever be the first in the prayers of her most gmt^ 
fUl, and most devoted servant, 

« Thaddbus CoirsTANYmn Sobimki. 
' '^Horrowfty-HiO, 

When he had finished this ej)istle, with apandyzed hand fat 
enclosed it in the envelop which contained Somerset's; thea 
writing a few lines to the good old lai^er, he begged him fs 
Bcce^ the note which they contained, as a small compensatiot 
for his ereat hospitality; and having sealed both packets, he 
disposed them so on tne table, that they might be the first 
things seen on entering the room. 

It now being midnidit, he thoueht it high time to set out on 
his dismal journey. JSaving tied some linen in a my silk 
.handkerchief which had formerly been wraped round Iris neck 
'by Lady ^alt^ one wet evenin? in Grosvenor-Plaoe ; he piit 
all his remaining money into his pocket« It did not exceed 
thirty pounds ; the rest having been expended on his way to 
the Abbey, and defraying little expenses attending the illness 
of the Countess, to whidi her purse (ever kept Tow by the 
tardiness of the Earl's payments) was not prepared to an8w#«. 
HoWever, as he was determined to walk to London, where Ms 
would embAtk for America, he hoped it would at least htUi 
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mttf'iaBM he had faaded on a ihon, fiom iriwaBe k» 
Bener to fetom. 

** Ah r* cried he, as he gently doeed the window hw wkUk 
he leaped into the little guden. ** What aocomulatea aML O 
Rosaa^ will be heaped on thy head I Every hasty si|^ tlint 
lebels m my bieast against the Almi^ty hand which is again 
dwrine me out a wameier on the wide world, calls 'veageanee 
«|ionuiee! How many, wretdied country !" added he, resting 
an the bar of the outward gate ; '* how many hast thou driven 
firora their homes ! how many hast thou mnde Tagabonds and 
nurderera, fitr that scanty pittance, of whieli, with remorseless 
and wanton gripe, they were dejnived by thee !— Oh, righteous 
Power of justice and mercy!'' cried he^ stretching his arms to- 
wards that heaven, over which the piercing winds of a biewlt 
October night were scattering the uiick and pillowy douds ; 
'grant me fortitude to bwur with resignation to thy will, the 
n&eries that I may yet have to encounter. Oh !" added he, 
his heart meUine as the idea presented itmlf ! ''teach me to fbiw 
get what I have oeea I Teach me to fiurget thai on this dreadfid 
night, last year, I clasped the dying Iwdy of my grandfiuhsr 
in these arms !" 

He could not speak further; but leaning his pale fiu^ 
against the gate, remained for a few minutes dissolved in 
ang^iiwhed recollection: then recovering himself by a sudden 
stut, he proceeded with hasty steps through the diflerent 
meadows, Ull they conducted hmi into the hi^ road. 

It was on the tenth of October, 1795, that the Count SoUeski 
commenced his lonely and melancholy journey. It was on She 
tenth of October, 1794, that he found the Patetine bleedinff to 
dieath in the midst of a heap of slain. The coineidence of his 
present feelings with those of a twelve month past, nowerfiiiftf 
affected Thaddeus ; they recalled to hin rememfaranees in 
their most vivid oolount^ which time, and the many inter- 
mediata events, had considerably softened. 

Distressed by these painful scenes, which memory^ evw 
trua to her nature, raised before his mind's eye inrand and 
long succession; he quickened his pace ; he riaokenea it; ha 
quickened it SLgasn ; out nothing could rid him of those top* 
manting images, which seemed to glide around him like vinUa 
spirits of the departed. 

When the dawn broke, and the sun rose, he found himself 
advanced several miles on the south side of Ponton BjXL 
1^ spiry aisles of Harrowby Abbey wersdiseemible thnm|^ 
Iha mist: and the towan of .Someraat Caslle^ iram Um» 

VcL II O 
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ki^ nd atiMlM^ were ai diitliiedjr flsen as If lie badbeM 
al thair baae. Neither of Uieee were objecu cakwlated to 
faiaa tbe ipoila af Thaddena. Hm aonows of tbe Coanteai^ 



Whaaa eyaa had ao reoendy cloaed; and the tfeatmeat ha 
aJkarwaioa raceiviBd from the laan Co whoas heowad hia USt, 
ware reooUectiona which made him torn awajr fiomtfae Abbe^ 
wilhapaiigtaiid fizhiaeyeaoiiSomefaeL He locked towanu 
tta ivied head with all the regret, and aU the tenderaeas which 
caa ova r iow a haman heant under thai Poof, he bettered the 
«faa of hia adored Mair were aealed in iiaep ; and in an 
inttanf hia agitated aooi addreaMd her aa if ne had been 



^Farewellt noat knrely, nmat beloved! The oonvictiony 
that [ rengn even the hopt of ever again behoUinf thee, to 
the peace of my friend, riudl give ne comfort, w&ei. I am 
dfawin^ my breath in a ftr, fiur diatant world." 

In thaa way, thos eonunoninf with own troubled 8|Mrit, he 
walked on the whole day on his way to London. Totally 
abaorbedin meditation, he did not remark the gaze of corioeity 
triiiehlbllowed hia elegant and diatreaaed figure; aahepaaaed 
throu^ the different towns and villages. Pondering on the 
past, ttie preaent, and the ftitore, he neither felt hunger nor 
thirat; biU, with a fixed eye and abatracted countenance, 
puraued hia route^ till nieht and weariness overtook him in 
the midst of the high roao, far frtmn any house. 

Thaddens looked around and above : tiie sky was clear and 
jittering with atara ; the moon shining on a near branch of 
ttie CNtae, which divides Huntintdonflhire from Cambridge 
ahire, lit the green heath which Girted its banks. Thaddlus 
wished not fir a more magnificent canopy ; and placing his 
wallet nnder hia headj lay down beneath a hilkMX of miza 
and bfoom, and slept till morning. 

When ha awoke from a sle^ which fritigue and fiistiiig' 
had rendered more torpid thaai refreshing, he found that th» 
ndendoora of nig^t had been succeeded by a heavy rain ; and 
tnai ha waa dremhed through. He rose up with a stififhesa in 
hia limba, a pain in his head, and a dimness over his etcs. 
which almost disabled him from moving. He readily tucked 
that he had taken cold : and every moment feeling nimaebT 
grow worsi^ he thought it necessary to seek some house, 
whara he might purchnae rest and assistance. 

To thk and, leaning on his stic^ but no longer abla to 
ineambar haoaelf with even the liriit kiad of his bundle, ha 
ihi«v it among the bramUaB: baSaving from the symotoma 
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h« felt, that he had not many hwm to endiire the His of 
lift, he stae^ed a few yards further: no habitation aj^iearad 
m^g^ht ; DUB limbs became more ieeUe; his eyes aeenaed 
totally obscured, and he sunk down on a bank. Per a minute 
he attempted to strugjgrle with the cold grasp of death, which' 
he believed was fastenmg on his heart. 

'^An^ aremy days to be so short I Are they to end thus?** 
thought he ; '* Merciful Proridenoe, pardon my rcpiainie t" 

These were the last morements of the lips of ThMdeui^ 
whibi his blood seemed freexinep to inseneinility. His eyoi 
closed, his head fell back ; and pcue and without aniraalioft, he 
layat the ibot of the tree near whidi he had dropt. 

The Count had been a quarter of an hour in this deathlike 
ftate, when a gentletnin, who was passiag that road in his 
way to a country seat in Cambridgeshire, tlMUjght he perceived 
a man Iring among the nettles and grass a bttle onwards oA 
the heath. The traveller immediately stopped his carriag;e, 
and ordering one of the outriders to alight, oede him examine 
whether the object be saw were living or dead. 

The man obeyed ; and pres^itly returning with an affrighted 
eoimtenance infonned his master, that it was the bodr of a 
man, who, by his dress, appeared to be a Mntlema% ana who^ 
being quite senseless, he aupposed had been murdered by 
robbers. The features of the bosevolent stran^r immndintffly 
.reflected the hue of his servant's ; but ordermr the chatiot 
-door to be opened, he took in his handabottle ofdfopa(whudk 
froi9 his own invalid state, was his traTelliag companion) and 
aliciitin^, he hastened to the side of the Ufeuss Tnaddeus. 

By this time, all the servants were collected round the spot; 
and the good man himself, whilst he gazed with pity on the 
marble features of the Count, observed with pleasure, that ha 
saw no marks of violence. Supposing that the piresent aeci* 
dent might have been occasioned by a fit ; and eonsideriiig it 
possible by proper means to recai life : he desired that the 
vnfortunate person's waistcoat might be UAdoaed ; and taking 
off his hat, he contrived to pour some drops into his mouth. 
Their warmth appeared to have renewed pulsation in the 
heart ; for one of the servants, who was stooping declared 
that it beat under his hand. When the benevolent getttlemaa 
convinced himself that this report was true, he ordered his 
servants to place the poor traveller in his carriage ; havine 
only another mile to go before he reached Deerhurat, he saia 
hjB hoped that his chacge might be. restored at the end of thear 
destincKtioD. 
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Wldrt tlift ixMtiBira drore in foU nlkip towaidft tte Im^^ 
tho tM. ftce of Thaddeas rested on the bosom of the stF&ncisr, 
who continued to chaie his temples with lavender>water tA 
Ihm chariot stopped before the gates. Two men cairied die 
Count to the house ; and having lef^ him with their master, 
and a medical man who resided near, other restoraUves were 
apnliedy which succeeded in recalling his wandered senses. 
Wnen he had oompletel j recovered his powers, and was able 
to look romd and distinguish objects^ ne saw that he was 
Mqipoited hf two gentlemen, and in a magnificent bed- 
dtanber. 

Ghratitude, it may be said, was the first-born feeling in the 
■ool of Thaddeus. In the moment of his revival from that 
deep into whidi he believed he had fidlen, till time should be 
lost in eternity, he pressed the hands of them who held his ; 
not doubting bat that they were the good Samaritans who had 
preserved him from porisning. 

The younger of the gentlemen, perceiving by the animated 
histre which spead over his patient*s eyes, that he was gomg 
to speak, put his hand on his tips, and said, " Pardon me, Sir ! 
you must not speak. Your life, at present hangs upon a 
thread ; the riigntest exertion would snap it ; but, as all you 
want is rest ami resuscitation, to supply some great expense 
which the vital powers have sustained, I must require that 
vou neither speax^ nor be spoken to, till 1 eive permission. 
Meenvdiile, be satisfted, Sir, that you are in tne most honour- 
idUe hands. This gentleman,** added he, pointing to his 
fiiend, -*•' saw you on the heath, and brought you to his house, 
where you now are.*' 

Thaddeus bowed his head to them both in sign of gratitude 
«ad eanapliaaoe ; and the elder left the room. 
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Nbxt morning, wben the seal was taken off the lips <^ 
Thaddeus, he expressed in the most animated terms, his deep 
sense of the humanity which had actuated both the gentlemen 
to take such generous interest in his fate. 

" You Awe no thanks to me," replied the one who had en- 
foined and released him from silence, and who was alone with 
ium ; I am only the agent of another. Yet I do not deny, 
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tei in obsytqg^tlM b^n^oleiide of Sir Robert SMMnet, I baf« 
.liivoraent Of^ioi%iuiitie8 of ffratifying my own hearU'' 

Thadticu* was so conTounded at this discovery tkat he 
oonld not speak, and the gentleman proceeded. 

" I am apothecary to Skr Robert's household ; and, a» my 
sxcelleat master has been long al^icte«t with an ill state of 
healthy I lire in a small lodge fit the other end of the tjai-k. 
He is the best man in all the country ; nay, I believe i may 
•ay, tlie most benevolent in the kingdom ; and shouM he die, 
(whkb the kite anfancholy fits too fearfully threaten,) both 
V01X and rich would lose their friend. Sad and ill as he was 
this moraine, whte» I told him you were out of danger, he eX* 
pressed a pfeasure ottly known to th^ truly humane." 

Thaddeus, not conwdering the wildnesa of the question^ 
hastily daBsaadsd, '^Doss he JOiow who I amT^ 

Th» honsst apothecary started at the look and tone oC voioe 
with which these words were delivered, and then replied, 
• ''No; is there any reason, Sir, to make you wish that he 
afaouklnot?'* 

^ Certainly none :" replied Thaddeus, recollecting himself, 
mod sighing : ''and I shsul be impatient till I have an oppor- 
tunity of telling him how grateful. I am for the goodness wnich 
he has shown to me as a stranger." 

The apothecary, surfNriaod at these hints, (which the Coiuit 
not considering their tendeney, allowed to escape,) ^thered 
■iiflifflftnt &on thmo^ umted with the speaker's superior mien, 
. Id mafe him suppose that his patient was some emigrant of 
quality, ¥ihom Sir Robert would rejpice ia h&ving served. 
These surmises and conclusione- hafving passed verv %uicklv 
through the honest gentleman's brain, he bowed his head wiai 
lh«t resjiect, which the generous mind is proud to pay to 
nobility in ruins : and resumed, 

'^Wnaisiver you may be» Sir„ a peasant er & prince^you 
will meet with every l^osfHtality from the noble awner of thta 
house. Hia spirit ia eqjual in» m^gnifiGence with the goodness 
•fhishMtft; beerhurat will be lerwlered as oomfortabl9 to 
vou^ as great benevolence and great wealtli can bestow ^ and 
. I am certain, that Sir Robert wul eonsider the dreadful apo^ 
. plexy, that brought him from Somerset for change of air, 
aathmr fortunate than otherwise, as it has afforded, him &n 
«mortumty of serving and knowmg you." 

Thaddeus blushed at the strain of this speech : and readily 
WiderstandiBe; what was passing in the mind of the apothe- 
«ry, hardly Knew how to reply. He paused fojr %. n^po^^nt. 
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Mid flMB Mid, *< AD that yea hare defelared, fl&r. In pMiM tf 
Sir Robert Somerset, I cannot ha^e a donbt of hie deeei y iu g; 
I have already felt the effects of his humanity, and shaU ever 
remember that my life was pn^onged by his means ; hue I 
have no jKretensions to the honour of his acquaintance. I 
only wish to see him, that I may thank him for what he has 
done ; therefore, if yon will permit me to rise this eTeniag, 
instead of to-monrow mcnming, you will obligee me." 

To this reauest, the apothecary gave a respectfVil, yet fiim 
denial ; and aescended to communicate hie obserrattons to his 
patron. 

Hie anxiety which agitated the Connt^s miiidy when he 
reflected that he was reeeiring all these oMigadons from his 
most implacable enemy, so oociipied and disturbed him, that 
he passed a sleepless night. The dawn found his ^er mnch 
augmented ; but no corporeal sufferings could persuade him 
to abmdOR a resolution of seeing the Baronet, and immediate- 
ly leaTinff his house ; beiievine, as he did, that all this kind- 
ness womd have been withheld, had his host known on whom 
he was pouring such benefits, he felc as if every minute which 
saw him under Sir Robert's roof, inflicted a new outrage on Ins 
own dignity and honour. 

To this end then, as soon as Mr. Middleton, the apothecary, 
had retired to breakfhst, Thaddeus-rose from his bed, and was 
completely dressed before he returned. The gpod man expos- 
tulated on the rashness of what he had done, and argued no 
less than a relapse from the morning symptoms of his pitient. 
-Thaddeus once in his life was obstinate, though civilly so; 
and begging a servant to request Sir Robert to indulge him 
with an audience for a few minutes alone in his library, he 
■oon convinced Mr^ Midifleton that his purpose was not to be 
shaken. 

The Baronet returning hu oompliments, that he should be 
happy to see his euest, the still anxious apothecary oifiired 
him his assistance down the stairs. Thaddeus needed no help, 
and grateAilly dedined it. The exertion neoesMury to be 
rammoned fi>r the interview, had imparted as nmich monen- 
tary strength to his frame as to his mind ^ and thonf^ hi» 
colour was heightened, he entered the library with a firm step. 

Sir Robert met him at the door, and shaking him by the 
hand, with many warm assurances of pleasure at his reoovery, 
would hAve led him to a seat ; but Thsddeus drawing back, 
only supported himself against the back of it with his hand : 
v)ylat in a steady voice^ be axprassed the most sninwuwi 
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dianks tot the benefits he had received ; then parnn^y and 
easting the proud lustre of his eyes to the g;round, lest their 
language should tell aU that he thought, he continued. *' I hav« 
only to regret, Sir Robert, that your benevolence jias been 
lavished on a man whom you regard with abhorrence. I am 
- that Count Sobieski, that Polaiuter, whom you commanded 
your son to see no more. Respectii^ even the prejujlices c< 
my friend's parent, I was hastening to London, meaning to set 
sail for America with the first ship, when I swooned on the 
road. I believe I was nearly expiru^ ; your humanity saved 
me ; and I now owe to gratitude, as well as to my own satis- 
faction, the fulfilment of my declaration. I shall leave Deer- 
hurst immediately; and England, as soon as I am able to em 
bark." 

Thaddeus, with a second bow, and not quite so firm a step^ 
without venturing a glance at what he supposed were the 
shamed looks of the Baronet, was preparing to quit the room, 
when Sir Robert, with a pale and aghast countenance, exclaim- 
ed "Stop!" 

Thaddeus looked at him with wonder. The Baronet, inca> 
oable of sayin^g more, pointed to a chair for him to sit down ; 
tfien sinking into another himself, took out his handkerchief 
and wiping away the large drop that stood on his forehead, 
breathlessly panted for respiration. At last, with a deq>ersto 
kind of haste, he said ; 

" Was your mother, Therese Sobieski ?* 

Thaddeus, still more astonished, replied in the affirmative; 
and Sir Robert threw himself back on the chair with a deep 

froan. Hardly knowing what he did, the Count rose from 
is seat, and advanced towards him ; Sir Robert hearing his ' 
approach, stretched out his hand, and, "with a look of agony, 
asked who was his father 7 then, without waiting for a reply, 
hid his convulsed features beneath his handkerchief. Tne 
Baronet's agitation, which now shook him like an earthquake, 
had become contagious : Thaddeus gazed: at him wift a paliy- 
ing uncertainty working at his heart : and, laying his hand 
apon his bewildered brain, he answered : *^ I know noL I be* 
lieve the Earl of Tinemouth. But here is his pictnre." "With 
a trembling hand he took the case which held It, out of Us 
pocket ; and tearing open the clasps, gave it to Sir Robert, 
who had started from nis position at the name of the EarL 
The moment the Baronet's eyes rested on the miniature, he 
threw it from him, and fell senseless back on the chair. 
Thaddeus, hardly more alive, sprinkled some water on hai 
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ftM, and with throbbing temples and a beating heart, stood in 
wordless expectation over him. Such excessive emotion toM 
liim» that something more than Sir Robert's hatred' of the Pb» 
landers had stunulated his late conduct ; and too earnest far 
an explanation, to ring for assistance, he rejoiced' to see by tha 
GonTulsion of the Baronet's features, and the heaving of hisr 
chest, that animation. wa» returning. In a few minutes tn 
opened HSUbeyes,. but when he met the anxious gaze of'Thad" 
Aaa, he cloMd them as suddenly, and rising from his seat, 
staggered up against the chimney-piece, exclaiming^ *' O God, 
direct mc !" 

. Thaddcus, whose conjectures were now wrought almost to 
wildneas, followed him, and whilst his ex haustea frame seem- 
ed ready to sink to the earth, implored him to speak. 

" O, Sir !" cried he, " If you know any thing about my 
family 7 If you know any thing about my fauer, in pity 
aoswer me ! Or, only tell me ; am I so wretched as to be ttve 
son of Lord Tinemouth ?" 

The violence of the Count's emotions, during this agonizing 
petition, totally overcame him j before Jhe had finished speak- 
uig his limbs withdrew their support ; and sinking down on 
hJB knees, his head dropped breathless agalhst the- side of a 
cbair ; though incapable of standing, his beseeching and eager 
eyes were riveted on the Baronet's averted face. 

Sir Robert turned hastily round*. He saw ham sunk^ like a 
beautiful flower, bruised and trampled on by the wanton Aot 
of hini whohcul given it root ; unable to make a^y ei;^ive reply 
to^ this last appeal of virtue and of nature, he threw himself 
with a burst of tears upon his. neck^ and exclaimed, " Wretch 
that I have been ! O, Sobieskj f, I am thy father., Z)ea^,.ixv' 
jffr^d son, of the u^iha^y Th^erese !" 

Th« first v«orda which ca^ed this avowal to the heaxt of 
Thaddeus, deprived, it of mption, and when Sir Robert expect- 
ed to receive the returning embrace of his soi^ he found hhn, 
senseless in his ann/B. 

The cries of the Barooiet brought Mr. Middleton and the ' 
■errants into the room. When the former saw the state ot 
the Count, and perceiving the agonized, position, of his patroa 
(.who was supmrting and leaning oyer his son) the honest 
inan declared, txiat he expected nothing less from the genAle-i 
Iran's disobedience of his. orders. The presence of the sort 
ipnts having recalled Sir Robert's wandering faculties, he 
desired them to remove Thaddeus to his chamber. Then 
^UpiKiac-tl;^ttD^ ia filance^ when, the^ had laid, th^eir ehar|e m 



TRADDEUS OF WARSAW. 166 

akt bed, he watched in extreme, but concealed anxietjr, tifl 
Mr. Middleton, by opening a vein, again brought back aniom- 
tion to his patient. 

The moment the Count unclosed his eyes, they fixed them- 
selves on the agitated father. He drew the hand that heid 
his to his lips. The tears of paternal io\e again bathed the 
cheelcs of Sir Robert ; lie felt how warm at hb heart was the 
affection of his deserted son (and makinr a sien for Mr. Middle- 
ton to leave the room, who obeyed) he bent his slreamiog eyes 
opon the other hand of Thaddetu, and said in a filultering 
voice, " Can you pardon me !'* 

Thaddeus threw himself on his father's bosom, i^d wept 
profusely; then raising Sir Robert's dapsed hands in hi^ 
whilst his eloquent eyes seemed to search the heavens, he said, 
** My dear, dear mother loved 3ron to her latest hour ; and I 
have all my mother's heart ; whatever may have been your 
iaults, I feel that I love my father." 

Sir Robert strained hmi to his breast. AAer a pause, 
whilst he shook the tears from his silver lashes, he re8umed| 
** Certain, my dear son, that you require rep06e,'and assured 
that you will not find it till I have offered some apology for 
my unnatural conduct, i wiU now explain the various circum- 
stances which impelled my acuons, and drew distress upon 
the noble creature, your mother.'' 

Sir Robert hesitated a moment, that he might recover 
breath, and then went on. 

" Keep your situation ;" added he, putting down Thaddeus^ 
who, at this opening was raising himself up ; "I shall tell my 
melancholy story with less pain, if your eyes be not upon me. 
I wijl beein from the first." 

The Baronet proceeded to say ; that very early in life, he 
had attached himself to Miss Beaufort, the only sister of the 
late admiral Beaufort, who was Mary's father; they were 
then wards of Sir Fulke Somerset. Mr« Beaufort bad been 
in the navy from a boy ; but bis sister .remaining always at 
the castle, an affection as strong as it was mutual, took place 
between herself and her cousin Robert. When the young 
people applied to Sir Fulke for his consent to their maiTiage, 
ne refusea it on the plea of their youth. In vain the passio- 
nate Robert declarea the reasonableness and ardour of his 
affection ; his father urged his being only a younger son, and in 
oUier ways wholly unworthy his ward, unless he would con- 
sent to undergo the polish or a three year's tour over the con- 
tinent. After mucn^ altercation, Uiis arrangement was at 
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lencUi eamplMd wiUi ; and Robert att4 NGm Beaufort Inda 
eacn odier adiea at the expenee of maay ai«iig and tears^ 
Highly indignant at the unfeeline whim of Sir Foike,, tcad, 
woToked with his brother for backing his father's ai^^amem^ 
Robert Somerset set off for Dover, where he was joined hj 
the present earl of Tinemouth (then Mr. Stanhope) who was 
banished the oountry on the same errand : but nis was to 
forget a mistress: Somerset's to deserve one. Stanhope's 
mother and Robert's having been sisters^ the yoong men 
met as relations; muUialljr enraged at the ftthersy (their 
mothers having been long dead,) they determined to change 
their names, and t» kt oa one know any thing aboat them 
during^ their tnwels, eKoepi thai twa women whom they best 
hnred. T^ this end, as soon aa they crossed the channel,, and 
had landed in FVance, they cwve themseUes. out ta be brothers, 
whidi their great persomS resemblanoe eorroborated, and 
called themselves Backville. This business settled, they 
travelled Pretty amicably till they reached Naples. Hers 
Mr. Staimope involved himself m a very dishonouiabia 
intrigue with the only daughter of an old BrUish officer, who 
had retired to that eumate for his health. Somerset renum.* 
•trated on the villany of seducing an innocent girl, when he 
loMw that his heart and hand were absolutely devoted to an* 
other ; and Stanhope, enraged at finding a censor ia a com* 
panion whom he had considered as headstrong as himsd^endbi 
the afigdinent by striking him. Somerset drew his sword 
and it is likely, if the servants of their hotel had not interfere^ 
the affiray would have been terminated with one of their lives. 
SKnoe that hoar they never met again. Mr. Stanhope left his 
shame and his wounded friend : and, fearful of conseauences, 
fled to Palermo. Robert Somerset, when recovered from his 
hurts (tldi retaining the name of Sackville) todc the way to 
Florence kt which beautiful city, determining to stay soma 
time, he rather sought than repeUed the civilities of the inhabi- 
tants^ Here he- became aoauainted with the Palatine, and 
the lovely Tlierese) whose afibcUons he soon completely won. 
Boon, after this intimacy commenced. Miss Beaurort ceased to 
answer hb letters* Almost desperate with his fears, he was 
oil the point of going to Elngtand, when he received a packet 
ft'om, hoRM. On opening it, he found a letter from Miss Beau- 
jforti^iHiereii]; she mfom^ him that having lone considered 
their attachn^ent as a childish entanglement, she nad tried to 
wean him from his former folly, by continuing an obstinate 
aikaoa. Having hardly a doubt that sha had succeeded, j|^ 
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now iNftike throag^b her resolution, as it was to show hiih at 
once the unreasonableness of making such early engagements. 
Soon after his departure, a journey up to town tau^t her to 
know her own heart ; and in consequence she had yielded her 
haaJ to Mr. ^Somerset, his elder brother. He had always been 
Averse to her marriage with Robert. This shameless declara- 
tion was ended by a long homily of advice against fnraiUir 
fetters — and the insult of subscribuig hcrsetf his ^ alTectionaW 
sister,*' 9ui, On the receipt of this stab to all his Hopes, lie 
Reswore his fiimily fot ever, and flying to Therese Sooiesln, 
m a paroxysm o( madness and revenge, married her. This 
rash act perpetrated, he in vain sought for tranauillity : he 
saw that she tdtilized him, but his thoughts were always axnd 
Qu his ongratefiil Mary ; were always dej^oring her lightness, 
and execrating the perfidy of his brother. In this temper a 
second jacket found him. Again he saw Iffiss Beaufort*s 
hand-wnting^ but he dropt it with horror into the envelop, 
and tore open the blai^ seal which watt affixed toa letter from 
his father. Here Sir Fulke con&ssed sudi a plan of deceit as 
petrefied his son. He declared that all which had passed, 
was devised bjir Mr. Soaurset, in hdpes of tempting him to 
i«venge the aniront that Mary had put on him by a hasty 
marriage. The wretched old man, with many prayers for 
pardon, acknowledged that this bitter confession was wrung 
jrom him by the sadden death of his eldest son, who now lay 
a corpse in the house. The disconsolate father having related 
the particulars of Mr. Somerset's death, (which happened 
fJiter three days' Illness^) added that it was in compliance with 
sis entreaties to preserve Miss Beaufort for him, thai he had 
amed to drive Robert from the kingdom. To fiirUier the 
sdieme of makine the separation for ever, he had intercepted 
all their mutual letters ; and Mr. Somerset himself had 
forged that one in Miss Beaufort's name, which carried the 
intelligence of their union. By the same means, a similar 
effect was.wroueht upon the abused Mary ; believing Robert 
unfaithful, she fell into a melancholy, and evinced a careless* 
ness to exterior objects, which they hoped might in time iif*^ 
duce her, through mere weakness of mind, to give her hand to 
the persecuting passion of Mr. Somerset, ''out," continued 
$ir Fulke, " death has put an end to this unnatural rivalrjr ; 
tad my pnor girl, undeceived iit her opinion of yoot pants to 
fat you, and to give you that hand, which ray ill«fated aon, 
pod ywr unhappy father, so unjustly detained.'* 

On the receipt of this packet, witR a soul divided betwesB 
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lore, humaniiy, and honour, RtiberiSomenet wcrifiocd ril tolM 
tmfWBimn. He adored the woman on whose aoooimt he had 
Ibti his eoantryy and, chough every^ tie of hea^«n and eactk 
bound him to mi doouTed and injured wife, he eonainied bar 
to the foU homn of such desertion, and hastened to England. 
<<Shainefal to relate," added Sir Robert, *« immediat&jrao 
1117 l fttM*»"e, I mazried Mary Beaufort. In her anna I loRgoi 
for a while Thorese and her agonies. But when m^T'd^ar 
Pembroke first saw the light, when I pressed hhn to mv 
heart, it seemed as if at the same instant Ihad stabbed k wiln 
a da^^r. When I would hare breathed a btessing ov«r hiiti, 
the conviction struck me, that I durst not ; thai I had^de* 
luded the mother who gave him birth ; and at some fylmrt 
period, he might have cause to curse the author of hia ex» 
istence. Well," continued the Baronet, wiping his fei0- 
head, ** Ihoi^ the birth of this boy iiad conju^sd u» the 
image of your mother, whieh haunted me day and nlgkC'; 
I never oould summon courage to inquire respectvigherfotc. 
When the trouUee of Poland commenced, what a dreadful 
apprehension seized me ! The success of the Rassians, uid 
ue consequent distresses of the nobility, overwhelmed -me 
with fear ; I knew not, but they might be forced like the 
Frendi noblesse, to fly their country ; and the bare idea of 
meeting your grandfather or the injured Thereae in £ngian^ 
precipitated me into such a series of apprehensions, as nearly 
menaced ray life. I became melancholy and ill ; I avoided the 
sight of the newspapers ; and, as far as I could (under thd 
plea of the story which ^rou hove heard) I withheld my fomily 
£rom speaking on a subject which manifestly gave mis pain. 
But I could not prevent the tongues of our visitors discoursing 
on a theme wmch at that period interested every thinking 
mind. I heard of the valiant Xoeciuszko, the good Stanislaus^ 
and the Palatine Sobieski with his brave grancbon, spoken of 
in the same breath. I durst not surmise who this grandson 
was : \ durst not ask ; I dreaded to know. . At length," added 
jie, quickening hid voice, '*the idol of my heart, she, for whom 
J had perhaps sacrificed my eternal peace died in my arms I I 
/eeeived the shock, as became a Christian ; I bent beneath the 
blow with humility ; for I embraced it as the expiation of a 
crime, whicli till then, even in the midst of my felicity, had sat 
on my soul like the hand of death. I bore this trial with 
Msignation. But when two years after, my eye fell by miA^ 
dent upon the name of Sobiiwkit in one of the ptablic papers, 1 
i^ttld not withdraw it aeain ; my«|^was foscimisd at if 
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trt^ 4 r^tHesnake ; «ik!, in one column I read how bravely thl- 
raatui9 fell ; and, in the next, the dreadful fate of his daugh* 
ta. "She was revenged!" cried Sir Robert, eag^erly grasp- 
ine t^ band of Thaddeus, who could not restrain the groan 
Which burst from his breast ** I was deprived of that reasoni 
Whiclk had abused her noUe nature for near three months 
i^Unrards. When I recovered my senses," continued he, 
kSUt n pause ', " and found I had so fatally suffered the time 
•f rMlitution to go by, I began to torment myself, that I had 
mA«i the death of Lady Somerset, immediately hastened to 
Bskad, and entreated Therese's pardon on ray knees. This 
fNnriad of fivid remorse was soon terminated, by the same ar- 
gunwata whkli for the first year of my wife's toes, had do- 
teffed me from bein^ jvst. I reconsidered, the Countess Sobi> 
^■ki having had a pnor claim to my name^ such restitution on 
«qr part, must in conse(][uence have flleg^timi^ed m;^ darlii^ 
PewnAs* It was this horrid oonvictbn,'* exclaimed Sir 
Itobert, a sudden distraotioa agitating his befoi^ affectionate 
^f% ''that caiMod ail my cruelty to you. When my dear soii 
4eec i ibed flie danger from which you rescued him; when ha 
told me that Theroee had fostered lum with a mother's tender- 
nesa, I was probed to the heart ; but when he added, that the 
young Coimt Sobieski was now an alien from his country, and 
cidlying on ray friendship for a home, my terror was too tnilj 
tsani&iled. ctorror drove all natural remorse from rny souL 
I. thought an avenging power had sent my deserted child to 
Uncover his father, to daim his rights ; and to publish me ai^ 
a villain : and when I saw my innocent son, even on his knejes, 

rtitioniag for the man whom J believed was come to nndo hinig 
became almost frantic Under this temper," added hey 
ptttting the trembling hand of Thaddeus to his streaming; 
ey^ ** I drove out mv first*bom, to be a piiltless wanderer 
on the face of the eartn : not for his own crmies, but for those 
of his father : and heaven punished m v iniivtiee. When I 
thought the evidence of my shame divided from me by an in- 
•eparabTe barrier ; when I oelieved that the ocean would soon 
■wwiate me from all my fears, a righteous Providence brought 
taee before my e^es forlorn and expiring. It was the son of 
Tlierese Sobieski that I had exposed to such wretchedness I 
It v^as the darling of her heart, that I had consigned to the 
heating elements ! Oh, Thaddeus," cr^ied he, ** can I be forgiven 
ibr tills r^ 

Thaddeus lulled the wakeful remorse of his venerable, 
fether, with such kind arguments of excuse for his conduct as 
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•i Inut inuparted to him a consoUog assviaxice of thit^gment^ 
affection or his son. 

' When this long and interesting conversation had terminated^ 
Sir Robert well remembering the violent effects of Mr. Somer- 
set's grief at Sobieski's flight and declared abjuration of 
England ; pardoned his son the outrageous reproaches whic^i 
haa driven him from his own house, and very joyfully dis- 

g Itched a messenger to desire his immediate presence i4 
eerhurst. 



CHAPTER XXXni. 

That sickness which is the consequence of mental pain, 
usually vanishes with its cause. Long before the evening of 
the ensuin|[ day, Thaddeus had quitted his chamber, and 
related to his father the rapid incidents of his brief and event* 
ftd career. The voice of fame had already bleizoned him' 
abroad, as "fA« plume of war, with early laurels crowned;** 
but it was left to his own eloquent tongue, to prove with all. 
the pathos of modesty and feeling, that the most desperate 
conmcts are not those which we sustain in the field. 

Sir Robert listened to him with affection, admiration, and 
delight. He was answering the interesting detail, with many 
grateful apostrophes to that Providence which had crownej 
Eis^old age with pardon and peace, when a servant opened the 
door, and announced that Mr. Somerset was in the library. 
• Thaddeus instantly rose; but Sir Robert put. him down 
•gain. ** Remain here, my dear son," said he, ** till 1 apprise, 
your brother how nearly you are related to him. That ddor 
leads into my study j I wifl call you when he is prepared." 

The moment Sir Robert joined Pembroke, he read in hia 
pale and harassed countenance how much he required the 
intelligence which he came to communicate. Mr. Somerset 
bowed coldly on his father's entrance, and begged to be 
honoured with his commands. 

■* They are what I expect will restore you to your usual 
looks and manner, my dear boy,*' answered *his father, taking 
his passive hand, and seating him by himj "so attend to 

me.** 

PemlMToke listened to the beguining of the Baronets narrative 
with respectful attention ! but when the name of Therese 
SotMeski was mentioned ns the woman whom he had married 
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ind deserted ; the ready apprenension of his son coneeirmg 
the rest, he had only to amrm his eager demand, that Thad- 
deus was indeed his brother, Pembroke looked wildly around 
him. 

" O, my fiither!" cried lie, "what have you done ? Where 
18 he ? For what end have you sacrificed him ?" 

" Hear me to an end," rejoined the Baronet, who then, in as 
lew words as possible, repeated the consequent events with 
the recent meeting. 

Pembroke's transports were now as high as his despair had 
been deep. He threw himself on his Other's breast; he 
asked for his friend, his brother ; and be^ed to be eondncted 
to him wherever he was. Sir Robert did no more than open 
the door which divided the libiary from the dining room, and- 
in ona moment the brothers were nrmly locked in each otlier*8 
arms. -. 

' Their fkther with a speechless tongue, but an eloanent heart, 
stood, over them with uplifted hands, invoking tne spirits of 
fh.6ir beautiful mothers to behold this heavenly scene. 

The feelinos of the youn^ men for a lon^ time d«iied them 
words, but meir eyes, their tears, and their united hands, 
imparted to each breast a consciousness of mutual love 
unutterable, if not to be expressed' by those looks which ars 
indeed the truest herakjs Qf the soul. 

Sir Robert wept like an infant, whilst contemplating these 
two affectionate brothers ; in a i^tering voice, he exclaimed, 
" How soon may these plighted hands be separated by Uie 
harpies of the law ! Alas, Pembroke, you cannot be ignorant 
'&al I may buy this son at the price of your legitimacy !" 

At this speedi of his Other's, -the blood rushed over the 
tngenuous cneek oC Pembroke; but ThacMeus turning in- 
stuitly to Sir Robert, said with a smile :-*• . 

''On this head, I trust neither my fither nor my brother 
'will entertain one thought to trouble them. Had I even the 
inclination to act otherwise than right, my revered grandfather 
has put it out of my power to bear any other name than that 
of SobieskL He made me swear never to change it ; and, as 
I hope to meet him hereafter," added he, with sotemmty, " I 
will obey him ! Therefore, my beloved father,, it is only in 
secret that I can enjoy the convietion that I am your son, and 
Pembroke's brother : yet, tlie happiness which I nave received 
with the knowledge that I am so, will ever ammate my heaat 
with gratitude to heaven and to you.** 
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•«Noble tm of the aainud TberMer cned 3ir R^bpl. 
** I do not deserve thee !»» ^ 

**How ehall I merit your care of my honour? of my 
dearest (eelings V* exclaimed Pembroke^ pressiiig the hands •£ 
|y« brother to his hearty <^I can do Qoth^ dieareet Thaddiiuf. 
1 am a bankrupt in the means of evincing what »pMn^ ii^ 
my aouL My mother's chaste spirit thanks you from mjr lips ; 
yet I witt not abuse your generosity; though I retain th^ 
name of Somerset, it shall be only the name ; the inheritanoe 
•ntailed on ray Other's eldest son oelongs to you." 

Whilst TliaddeuB embraced his brother with affectioi^ h# 
<!ahnly and firmly replied, that he would rather encounter iJt 
Uie probable miseries from which his lather's benevolence had 
Mved him, than rob his brother of any jNurt of what h^ 
believed to be his Just due^ 

Sir Robert with anguished dielight, attempted to stop this 
fsnerous contention, by saying, that it should be tenainiuedby 
tB eoual division of his estates. 

'<Not so^ mv dear &ther," replied TKaddbus; *^I wdt 
■ever consent tiiat the title of Somerset shall want wealth to 
support the munificeiwe of its possessor." 

After a few more arguments, of the same tendency, the con- 
irdveny being settled, the remainder of the evening passed iuk 
that sweet reciprocit^r of oonfidenpe and peace^ which thfi 
knsgination can best picture. 

According to the oecisiona of this night. Sir Robert wvot# 
»ext mominff to his sister, informing her, that accident had 
kitroduoed Pembroke's friend, the Count Sobieski, to his 
presence ; 'frhe% to his amazement and joy, he discovereo, 
that this celebrated young hero, though of a nation to which 
he had declared an abhorrence, was the only remaining hrancH 
of a family, to which he had owed unnumbered obligations. 
fie added that, five and twenty years aeo^ havine oontracted 
an imyoense debt with the Palaune of Maaovia, ne had, as a 
small oonmensatioi^ signed over to the Count (who would now 
cesume alt the honoui^ of hia rank) the house and estates of 
Deerhurst, to the amount of three thpusand a year. He dosed 
his letter, with many expressions of impatience to present to 
his sister and niece, their interesting emigre under a charact^ 
which reflected honour on their esteem. 

This epistle was put into the hands of Miss Dorothy, by 
ma outnder, as she was foHowinf Miss Beaufort and X^jr 
Albina Stuihope into the travelling coach. Miss DorothjT 
having 8sat«d herself read it aloud to both young kdiss ; aft 
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every welcome word, the amazed and over joyed Mary felt 
her throbbino; heart dropping tears of bliss and gratitude. 
The good old lady was not backward in demonstrating 
astonishment. Surprised at her brother's renconntre witn. 
Thaddeus, but more at his avowal of obligations to any of 
that nation, about whom he had always asserted directly the 
reverse ; she was so immersed in wonder and pleasure, that 
her ever cheerful tongue, clothing itself in unaccustomed 
vdnbility, entertained the attentive Lady Albina all the way 
to Somerset, with the puUic as well as priiFiftte history, of the 
Ccmnt Sobieski. 

When the carriage arrived at Deerhurst it was past mid- 
night ; and to the no small disappointment of the ladies, the 
fiunily had been retired to bed above ah hour. Miss Dorothy, 
who would not suffer her brother to be disturbed, having 
ordered the girls to their rooms, was crossing one of the 
galleries to her own apartment, when a door opening, Pem- 
broke in his night-gown and slippers, looked out. He had 
hefcrd a bustle, and was going to inquire the reason, just as 
his aunt appeared. She kissed him, bade him good night, 
toM him to prepare for something pleasing in the morning ; 
•nd, smiling, hurried on to her chamber. 

Pembroke had thought so littlejaf Miss Dorothy's lively 
promise, that he wai almost the last who desoenaed to the 
Dreakfast-f)arlour. Miss Dorothy reproached him for his un* 
dutiful laziness • and Miss Bcaufoi-t. with an anxious con- 
sciousness glowing on her cheek, emoraced her cousin, and 
whispered, " Now I shall see the two dearest friends I possess 
happy in each other." 

Mary*8 vivid blush had not subsided, when the suddeft 
entrance of Thoddeus, nnd liis agitated bow, overspread her 
neck and bosom with crimson. A dimness seemed to obscure 
her faculties : she hardly heard the animated words of Sir 
Robert, whilst he presented him as the Count Sobiesl^, tho 
darling son of one who had deserved the highest place in his 
heart. Whatever he was, she felt that he was lord of hers, 
and withdrawing her hand hastily from the timid and thrilling 
touch of him, she would have lingered near for ever ; she 
fUded back towards an open casement, where the fresh air 
helped to dispel the fkintness which had seized her. 

After Miss Dorothy, with all the urbanity of her nature, had 
deelared her welcomes to the Count, she put away the coffee 
that was handed to her by Pembroke^ and said with a smile, 
^ Before I taste my breakfast^ I must inform you, Sir Robert 
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that you liaTe a g;aest in this house you littk eSMck 1 togm 
bade Mary saying a word because, as we are UMd, * tin first 
Utters qf unwtkcimi imox hmt hU a hsmg ^Rct ;' akc mtm, 
I hoped for a gmMng one ; therefore cfetained snch a pleasinc 

Siece of intelSgenoe for my own promulgation. Indetdl^ 1 
oubt whether or no it will not intoxicate some folks here,** 
aidded Bihe, glancing archly on Pembroke, who had looked 
suddenly round at Uus whmisical dedaoration ; ** suffice it to 
say, that yesterday morning X^dy Albina Stanhc^ more 
dead than alive, accompanied by her maid, arriTod m a post-, 
chaise at Somerset Castle and implored our protection aa 
rdations. Our dear Mary embraced the poor weeping young 
creature, who, anudst many tears, recapitulated the horrors 
she had suffered, since she parted with the Count Sobieski at 
the Abbey. The latest outrage of her cruel &ther, was his 
immediate marriage with the rile Lady Sophia Love! ; and 
his commands, that Lady Albina would treat her as became a 
dai;^hter. Ill as her ladyship was. when she received these 
fiisgraceful orders, she determined to escape them and the 
dej^radation they would otherwise cast on the memory of her 
own mother, b]r instantly quitting home. To this end she 
engaged her maid to assist her flight ; ' oni,' added she, * ^kirs 
wa* Tt9 g* ? Wltif wottid receive the unfortunaU victim ef tkn 
j^rMgate Lady Sophia 7 I could think of none- so likely as (ks 
fidher of the generous Jtfr. SomerseU He told me io< toers 
relations ; I beseech you to be my friends ." As I am sensible 
your benevolent heart, my dear brother," continued Miss 
Dorothy, ^ would have dictated the same, I stopped this sweet 

g'rls ]3etition with my caresses, and promised her a kinder 
thee in Sir Robert Somerset." 

** You did right, Dorothy," returned the Baronet, ^ tkou|;h 
the Karl and 1 must ever be strangers, I have no enmity 
against his children. Where is this amiautlfc Lady Albina ?" 

Mist Dorothy infiirmed him that in consequence of bar 
«eicfi»t grief ana HI treatment, her ladyship had found herself 
too unwell to ris^ with the family ; out she woidd hope to 
join them at noon. 

Pembroke was indeed deeply interested in this intelligeiieek 
The simple graces of the lovely Albina had, on the fimt 
interview, penetriKed his heart. Her sufferings at darrowbjf^ 
and the sensibility which her ingenuous nature exfaibiteo 
without affectation or disguise, had left her image in Im aoc^ 
ki^ after sh* disappearacL Ha now gave tba wfm t!» ^ 



Ttt4I>D£V& OF WAHSAW. Iff 

Mgev imfi^ination, and was the first in tlie saloon, to graei hk 
y^wfthf mistresSi 

Sir Robert Somerset welcomed her with the warmth of « 
pMWit : but his animated and enraptured son broke out into 
the most Tehement expressions of joy, which she received with 
timid and grateful bows. 

During the scene. Miss Boaufort, no K)ng;er able to bear tli« 
restraint of company, nor even the accidental glances of 
Sobieski (whoee presence, dear as it was, disconcerted and 
oppressed her) walked out into the park. Though it was the 
montli of October, the weather continued fine. A bright sun 
tempered the air, and gilded the yellow leaves which the fnMk 
wind drove before her in a thousand glitterii^ eddies. This 
was Mary's favourite season. She found its soilness diffuse 
llie purest melancholy over her soul. The rugged form of 
care seems to dissolve under the msgic touch of beautiful 
Natme. Forgetful of the world's anxieties, the tranquilizixig 
•pirit of meditation 'shades the heart of sorrow with a vei^ 
which might well be called the twilight of the mind ; and 
the entzanced soul, htmy in delusion, half closes its bright eye, 
nhictant to perceive that such sweet repose rests in error. 

Such were the reflections of Mary, after her disturbed 
thoughts had tossed themselves in a sea of doubts, relative te 
the mterest she might probably possess in the heart of Sobi«> 
eskL Wearied out with suspense, she resolved to resign her 
lature fiite to Providence ; and, turning her gaze on tlie Toyely 
objects around, soon found the genius of tlie season absorb 
her wholly. Her cheek glowed, her eyes became huinid„ and 
casting their mild radiance on the fading flowers beneath, she 
nursura her way through a cloud of fragrance. It was the 
last breath oi the expiring year. Love is full of imaginatiot^ 
Mary easily glided from the earth's departing charms, to her 
own waning beauty ; the chord once touched^ every note 
reverberated: and nope, and fear,^joy aiid regret, agfo dis- 
possessed her aequirea serenity. 

It being near three o^ckxik, Lady Albina having expressed 
a wish to walk out in search of Miss Beaufort, the two bror 
thers offered their attendance. Before her ladyshi];^ had 
walked through the first park, she comptained of fatigue; 
Pembroke, alarmed, urged her to enter a shepherd's hut close 
Uj^, whilst the count Sobieski would proceed alone in quest of 
hiseottidn. 

Thaddeus, with a beating heart, undertook this oomntission ; 
tpd boimding over the rustic bridge which crosa^d the Withafll 



ItQ TttADOSVf or WABftAW. 

(lasteBed Along the nearest deH. With the li^jbtnefls of a 
young hunter, he mounted the heights, descended to the Ytl- 
nea, trayerscM) one woody nook, and then another, but could 
see no trace of Miss Beaufort Almost indoeed to s iippoi e 
ehe had returned to the house, he was slackening his pace to 
abandon the search, when he cau|;ht a glimpse of her figure 
as she turned the comer of a thicket leadm^ to the terrace 
aboTe. In an instant he was at her side ; with a faultering 
^ce, his hat in his hand, his bosom panting, the cheek giow- 
ine with confusion, he repeated his errand. • 

Mary blushed, trembled, and was alarmed at finding her- 
aelf alone with Thaddeus. Though he now stood befbre her 
in a quality which she had ever beUered was his right,- yet 
the remembrance of what had passed between them, when in 
otiier cireumstances, confounded and oyerwhelmed her. When 
Constantine was poor and unfriended, it was delkamis to 
|nty and lore him. When the same Constantine appeared as 
a man of rank, invested with a splendid fortune, axia eztensife 
fiune, she was lost, annihilated. The cloud which had ob> 
•cured, not extinguii^ed his giory, was dispersed. He was 
that Sobieski whom she had admired unseen : he was tbat 
Constantine whom she had loved unknown ; he was that 
Sobieski, that Constantine, who, seen and known, she now 
adored. 

Weighed down by the weight of these reflections, she only 
oowed to what he said ; and gathering her cloak from the 
winds that blew it round her, and hurrying with downwaiti 
eyes to the stairs of the terrace, when ner foot slipping, she 
must have fallen, had not Thaddeus caught her on his arm. 
She rose from it with a face blushing like scarlet ; and thai 
eolour did not recede, when she found he had not relinouished 
her hand. Her heart swelled, her head became giday, her 
feet trembled, and finding, that after a slight motion of her 
ann, 9b still held it fast ; nearly overcome by inexplicaUe 
distress, she turned away her face to conceal its confusion. 

Thaddeus saw all this ; and, with a flattering hope, instead 
•f surrendering that hand which he had retained, he made it 
yet a^closer prisoner, by grasping it in both his ; and, pressiiijg 
It earnestly to his breast, said, in a hurried voice, whilst his 
ekK{uent eyes poured all their beams upon her averted cheek, 
*< Surely, Miss Beaufort will not deny me the dearest haj^i- 
BSis I possess : the privilc^ of gratitude to her.** 

He paused: his soul was too &11 for utterance : and raising 
BCary% hand from his heart to his lips, he kissed it Ibnrehlly. 
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Alifuwt fiuntinf y Miss Beaufort struggled toirithdrsv it i tft^ 
leaning her head, which ahe was now unable to GUfiport, 
against a tree of the thicket where they were standing, wayea 
her released hand in sign for him to leave her. 

Such extraordinary agitation palsied all the warmth and 
, Uissful emotions of tne Count. Dreading that he had offend- 
ed her, that she might suppose he had presumed on her ]|in4- 
ness, he stood for a moment in silent astonishment ; then diop- 
ing on his knees, (hardly conscioas of doiuff so,) caught hold o£ 
her doak ; witli an energy of action fuid voice, which spoln 
more impetuosity of feeling, than for a long time he had saS" 
lered to escape nis heart ; he implored her pardon, for wb«t 
had passed. 

^ '^Forgpve me,'* added he, with increased earnestness ; <<fQ|w 
give me m justice to your own virtues. I meant only to thank 
you for your goodness to an unfortunate exile ; cmt if my 
words or manner have obeyed the more fervid impulse, of xn^ 
aoul, and declared aloud, what is its glory in secret ; bUm 
my nature, most respected Miss Beamort, not my presumpr 
tion. I have not dared to look steadily on any aim, higher 
than your esteem.^' 

Mary knew not how to consider this address. The povttioK 
IQ whidi he uttered it, his countenance, when she turned t# 
answer kin, were both declarative of something less equiyo^ 
cal than his speech, He was still grasping tne drapery of 
her cloak ; and his eyes, from which the wind blew back hii 
fine air, were beamix^ upon her, full of that piercing tOMteiv 
Bess which at once dissolves and seizes the souL 

She passed her hand over her own eyes ; with an attesupt 
at self-command, she begged him to rise, and instinctively held 
out her hand to assist him ; he obeyed, and ahe contmiw^ 
''You have done nothing, my lord, to offend me. I was only 

fearful that my conduct what I had done to serve you a» 

a person my aunt esteemed, might have lessened me — aiighl 
have led you to iniagine, tliat I would not have acttid the aaiM 
part by any man \p such circumstances." 

Kvery emotion which faultered on the tongue of Mary, oral 
^ answering pang in the breast of Thaddeus. Fearing that 
he had set his neart on the possession of a treasure totally out 
i( his readi, he knew not how high had been his hope, till hft 
now felt the depth of his disappointment. He suffered tibt 
hand of Miss Beaufort to drop ; and taking up his hat, which 
(ay on the grass, with a countenance from whieh ev^ gleaaft 
W Joy had vaaishad, he bowed reqpectftiUy ; and^ in a km 
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Utn^ replied, ** Havine the dependant situation in which I n>> 
pearad at Lady Dundas'e ever before my eye^ I had not tro 
ibUy to snppose, that any lady conld then notice my misfor- 
tunes, influenced by any other consideration than her huma^ 
nity. That I excited this humanity, where alone I was proud 
to awaken it, was in those hours of dejection my sole comfort: 
It consoled me for the friends I had lost : it repaid me for the 
honors that were no more. But that is past ! Seeing no far- 
Uier cause for compassion, you deem tne delusion no longer 
necessary. Since you will not allow me any individual difr> 
tinction in having attracted your benevolence, though I am to 
•scribe all to a charitv as aiffbsive as eifective, yet I must 
ever acknowledge, with the deepest gratitude, that I owe my 
present home and happiness to Miss Beaufort. Farther than 
this, I shall never presume." 

These words shifted all the Count^s anguish to Marjr^r 
lireasL She perceived the offended delicacy which actuated 
every syllaUe as they fell; and fearful of havmg incurred dieiir 
feproof; by her cold and haughty reply, she opened her lips to 
•ay something that might better explain what she meant, but 
her heart faiUng her, we closed them again, and continued to 
mSk in silence by his side. Having allowed the opportunity 
to escape, she believed all her hopes t>f exculpation to be at an 
•ad $ and, not daring to look up, she took a last despairing 
glance at Sobieski's graceful figure as he walked near her. 
His arms were folded, bis hat pulled over his' forehead, and 
his long dark eye-lashes shading his downward eyes, im^^arti*^ 
a dejection to his whole air, which wrapped her weepingheart 
found and round with regretfVd pangs. 

'^ Ah ^^ thought i^e, ^* though the offspring of but one moment, 
tihsv wfll prey on my peace fbr ever." 

At the turning of a little wooded knoll, this silent and pen 
•tve pair heard Uie sound of some one on the other side, wtdkv 
inc mstly through the heaps of dried leaves. In a minuter 
•£m^ Sir Robert Somerset approached them. 

Whilst his &ther advanced smiling towards him, Thaddeufl 
•ttempted to dispel the gloom of his countenance ; but not 
•ooeeeding, he bowed abroptly to the agitated Mary ; and 
hastily Bud, ''I will leave Miss Beaufort in your protection, 
Sir ; and go myself to see whether or not Lady Albina bo 
TCOovered from her fatigue.** 

«I thought to find you all together," returned Sir Robert. 
«* Where is her ladyship ?» 

«<l Isft hu with Pembroko in a hot by the river,** wM 
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Thftdden^ imd bowing again, he hunried away, wfaflsl Us 
fiUher called after him to return in a few minutes and accoin>. 
painrhim in a walk. 

Thia immediate desertion of Sobieaki, when he had come 
expressly to attend her to Lady Albina, nearly overwhelmed 
Miss Beaufort's before exhausted spirits; hardly knowing 
whether to remain or to retreat, she was attempting the latter 
when her uncle caught her by the arm. 

** Stay !" cried he, ** why Mary you surely would not leave. 
me quite alone ?*' 

Mary^ tears had rushed over her eyes the moment her - 
back was turned ; and as Sir Robert drew her towards him, 
to his extreme amazement he saw that she was weeping. At 
a sight so unexpected, the smile of hilarity left his hpe. Put- 
ting his arm tenderly round her waist (for now that her dis- 
tress had discovered itself, her agitation became so great that 
she could hardly stand) he inquired in an affectionate voice^ 
what had afflicted her ? 

She only answered by her sobs ; till finding it impossible to 
break away fh>m her uncle's arms^ she hid her face ia his 
bosom, and gave a loose to the fiill tide of her tears. 

Sir Robert, recollecting the strange haste in which Thad- 
deus had hurried from Uiem, and remembering Miss Beau- 
fort's eenerosity to him in town, followed by her succeeding 
melanoioly, at once united these circumstances with her. 
present confusion ; and conceiving an instantaneous suspicioii 
of the reality, pressed her with redoubled affection to his bo- 
som. 

''I fear, my dearest girl," said he, "that something disa- 
neeable has nappened between you and the Count Sooie^i 7 
Perhaps he has offended you? Perhaps he has found my, 
sweet Mary too amiable?" 

Miss Beaufort, alarmed at this supposition ; after a short 
struggle, answered, **0 no. Sir! It is I who have offended 
him. He thinks that I pride myself on the insignificant «er» 
vioBS which I rendered to him in London." 

This reply convinced the Baronet, that he had not been • 
premature in his judgment ;^ and, with a new bom delieht 
springing in his soul, he inquired why she thought so ? Had 
sne eiven him any reason to believe so ? 

^fary trembled at saying more. Dreading that erery worcl 
•he might utter, would betray how highly she prized the 
Count's esteem ; she &ultered, hesitated, stopped. Sir Robert 
put the question a Mcond time in diffiMrent terms. 
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*My lortd Mary,** said he, seating Her by him on tbk 
trunk of a tree whicn had been newly felled, 'I am sincerely 
anxious that you and this youne nobleman should regard oacs 
other as friends ; he is very dear to me ; and yoa canliot 
doubt, my sweet girl, my affection for yourself. TeU roe, ther«^ 
fore, the cause of this Uttle misunderstanding ?** 

Miss Beaufort took courage at the kindness of this n)eedk 
Drying her slowing eyes, though still concealing them with i' 
handkerchief she repbed in a firmer voice; "I belieye^ sir, 
Uiat the fault lies totally on my side. The Count Sobieski, 
met me on the terrace, and thanked me for what I had done 
fbr him. I acted Tery weakly ; I was confused. Indeed, | 
know not whut he said ; but he fell upon his knees, and I be- 
came so disconcerted, so frightened, of his having attributed 
my behaviour to indelicacy or forwaidness, that I answered 
something that offended him. And I am sure, he now thinks 
me inhuman and proud.** 

8tr Robert kissed her throbbing forehead, as she ended thii 
rapid and hardly articulate explanation. 

**Tell me candidly, my dearest Mary !** add he, " Can you 
believe that a man of Sooieski's disposition, would kneel to a 
woman whom he did not both respect and love ? Simple gra« 
titude, my dear girl, is not so earnest. You have said enoueh 
to convince me, whatever be your sentiments, that you are me 
mistress of his fate ; and, if he should mention it to me, may I 
tell him the scene which has now passed between us 7 May 
I'tell him, that its just inference would requite fais tenderness 
with more than your thanks and best wishes ?" 
' Sir Robert ended the sentence in a gay tone ; bat Maiy^ 
whose nice sensibility could not follow her uncle to his sanguine 
conclusion, looked modestly down, and with a half suppressed 
fligh^ answered ] '' I will not deny that I esteem the Count 
Sobiesld. ^ I admired his character before I saw him : and 
when I saw him, although ignorant that it was he, mv respect 
ihcreased. Yet, I ne ver liave aspired to any share in nis heart, 
or even his remembrance: I oould not have the presumptioiL 
'Aerefbr^ my dear uncle," added she, laying her trembling 
hand on his arm, and directing her fluctuatmg eyes to his face, 
^ I beseech you, as you value my feelings, my peace of mind ! 
neve^ to breathe a syllable of my folly to him. I think;** added 
she. dasping her hands with energy, and forgetting the fi>i^ 
of W exji^esaioi^ "I would sooner mxStt death than Ios6 hit 
eltoan." 
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•^Aad 7«t,'» ittqnirad Sir Robert, «« jroa wilt at ■on* fiitam 
iwioilgiw Y<'ttr hand to anodter man. 7" 

Muyv ^ffiio did not consider the extent of this inaktioiv 
iqpestMf anti^erad with fervour, ** neTer— I nerer ean be hap- 
fier dian I an^" added she with breathless haste, seeing by & 
■Bile INI Sir Robert's lips, that far more had been declared by 
inr maMier, than the words intended. Fearftil of betraying 
kerself fiurther, she be«;ged permission to retire to die house. 

TiM Baronet, now looking very serious, took her hand ; and 
n>«oating her by him, said, ** No, my dearest Mary ; you shall 
aot kivre ne unless you honestly avow what are yoiAr sentt- 
toeots of the Count Sobieaki. You know, my sweet ek]^ that 
I hare tried tomidce you regard me as a father: to induoe yoa 
l» reeeive^ from my love, tho treble affection of your deceased 
parents and my lamented wife ? If^my Mary does not deny 
tin, she ea&not treat me with reserye.** 
' Misa Beaufort was maUe to restrain her tears. Sir Robert 
flentioued. 

^I wm not overwhelm your delicacy by repeatttng the io- 
^mrYf whether I have mistaken the source of your recent 
vnedmL; only allow me to bestow some enoouiaeement OA 
the Count's attachment, should he claim my services ip ita 
bdudfl't 

BAary jrat her uncle's hand to her lips, and kissed i^^ whilst 
lier dreming tears fell on it ; and then replied in a tinud voice ; 
**l shovml M a monster of ingratitude^ could I hide any -thing 
ifOm yod, my dearest Sir, after all this kindness! I confess^ 
tiuLt I do esteem the Count Sobieski more than any other being 
«B earth. Who eould see and know him, and feel it possible 
to regard anodier I" 

''And you idiall be his! my darling Mary!" cried the 
Baronet, mingling his own blissful tears with ners ; **l had 
ottee hoped to have oontrived an attachment between you and 
Penbreiie, but heaven has decreed it better. When you and 
Thaddeus are united, I shall be happy; I may then die in 



Mary eig^Md heayOy. She could not participato in her 
vnele's rafSitfe. She thought that she had ineufted and die- 

eted the Count by her late behaviour; and was opraung 
Ups to urge it again, when the object of their conyersation 
wpptared at a little distance coming towards them, ^l o^' 
MMwed trepidation, she burst from the Banmet's hand; ana 
Iri^ng to fli^t, left lier unde to meet Sobieski aknaEe. 
Sir Robert'p anzioua queetion, received a mora rapid Mfiljf 
roLMLCL 
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Tfaaddem, than had pMteded finom lietdactetf JGa 

Beaufort The animiLted emtitode of Sofateaki; the aidtB% 
yet i c a pe ctft J maniier with which he dedand her cmhience, 
•bore all other womeiiy soon oooviniDed the Baronet, that 
Bfarjr'8 retreating delieaey had misinfotmed her. A ooinpiete 
explanation was the eoqscquenoe ; and Thaddeus, who had 
not been more wftii gninfl in hia hopes than his lovely mistrew| 
allowed the ckmds oyer his sunny eyes to disappear. 

Sir Robert, inipatient to see these two bran^ sodear to his 
Heart, repose ecmwiently in each other's affection, the momeai 
he retnmed to the house, asked his sister for Miss Beaufiart^ 
Miss Dorothy having replied, that she had seen her afaom 
half an hour ago retire to her own apartments^ the Baronel 
sent a senraat up stairs, to beg that she would meet him in 
the library. 

This message found Mary in a paroxysm of distress She 
rftproadied bmeelf for her impruoenoej her temerity, her un- 
womanly conduct, in having given away her heart, to a aptfui 
who had never seemed to require it. She remembered thai 
her weakness, not her sincerity, had betrayed this humiliating 
secret to Sir Robert: and, nearlv at her wit's end, with a 
heatiJfig heart, she was traversing tae room, ahnost hoping she 
was in & miserable dream, when her maid entered wioft the 
Baronet^s oommands. 

Disdaining herself and detennined to regain some portion 
of her own respect by steadily opposing all her unde*s delud* 
ing hopes, with an assumed seremty she arrived at the studj 
door. She laid her hand on the lock, but the moment it 
yielded to the. touchj all her firmness vanished ; and tremblings 
and pale as death, she appeared before him. 
. Sir Robert havings supported . her to a chair ; with the 
tenderest and roost debcate expressions of paternal love, 
repeated to her the sum of his conversation with the Count. 
Manr was almost wild at this discourse. She dreaded that 
the nrst proposal of their union had come firum her uncle ; and 
burying ner agitated face in her hands, exclaimed, "O Siri^^ 
Ibar <that you have for ever made me despicable in my own 
eyes^; that you have told the Count Sobieski how weak I have 
been!" 

• Sir Robert tried to assure her, that she alarmed herself 
without a cause ; but she would not, she could not be pacified } 
she believed that her tenderness and delicacy had bcSen made 
a rash saeriftoe; and was siting gloomily weepiitt^ on a win* 
dMvisblit, 's^n the Banmet gently added» /^ Weil, Mavy» 



Tciuuibt prevafl over this strange inendtilky, I will qall 
191 ft ^aore ^wiedul pleader.'* 

He 90se cuad opened the door which led to the dining-roonk- 
Mi08 Bdftufort iaetantly got up, and ^X^ng to the opposite 
door, wQuld have retreated, had not Sir Robert suodeniy 
thrown himself in her way. He threw his arm about b^ 
iMUSt, 93ad turning her round she saw the Count, who had 
entered, standixig.and regarding her with an aoziety which 
eovered her before pale features with bludhesk 

His fihther bid him come near. Sobieski immediately 
obeyed, though with a step that expressed how reluctant 
lie was to oppress the woman whom he so deeply loyed. 
Mary's fiu» was now hidden in her uncle's bosom. Sir 
Robert put her ahnoet lifeless hand into that o£ his son : who, 
drof^ing on his knees, said, in an asitated voice, '* Dearest 



Beisiufort, do you really recall those cruel words which 
you directed to me this morning? May I indulge myself in 
this idea that I am blest with your esteem V 

Mary could not reply, but whispered to her uncle, ''Pray, 
Bir, desire the Count to^ rise i I am already sufficiently over- 
^nlielmed." 

«My sweet Mary !" returned the Baronet, pressing her ia 
his arms ; ^ this is no time for deception on either side. I 
know both your hearts. Rise, Thaddeus," said he, to tha- 
Geunty whitit he locked both their hands closely witHa his; 
'* take him, Mary : receiye from your uncle his. most pndcm^. 
gift; my matchless and injured son." 

The shock which the first part of this speech occasioned 
Miss Beaufort would have sunk tier ^xhaustea spirits to insen- 
■ibiUty, had not the extraordinary assertion at its end» aroused 
and surprised her. 

^Gracious Providence !'' exclaimed she» *'What do you 
mean, my dear uncle 1^ 

"Thaddeus will explain all to you," returned he, *'May 
heaven Uess you bothl I leave you together ; «andfrom him 
you wiQ be confirmed in the truth of what I sav.'* 

Mary was too much astonished to think of following hor 
unde out of the room. She sunk on a seat, and turning her < 
eyes faU of amazement towards the Count, seemed to demand 
an explanation. Thaddeus, who still retained her paesiva 
hand, pressed it warmly to lus heart ; and whilst his efiu^ent 
eyes were beaming rapture and love, he imparted to her a- 
oencise but impressive narrative of his relati<Hiship with Sir 
Itebeirty wnd their late arrangement. He touched with a shorty 
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wt aidfliit entlmAiifn, on tlw jirtofu of hit motiMr > ke«»^ 
xnowliedged the unbounded eratitude which bekMigBa to tloft- 
God who had lo wondeiAilfy eonducted him to finda pare&t 
and a home in England ; and with renewed pathos of IbokaaA 
' nMuuier, Tatified t£s pioffBr which Sir Robert had made of te 
heart and hand. 

Mmry had listened with unoontroBable emodon to this 
interesting; detaiL Her ejres orerflowsd : their ingenuous lan- 
euaee, enforced by the eloquent bkNid which glowed on her 
Sheek, did not require the medium of words to declare what 
she felt Thaddeus gezed on her with a certainty of bliss, wKieh 
penetrated his soul tiH its feelines almost amounted to pain. 
The heart may ache with joy : neiuer si^is nor language coidd 
express what passed in the Count's ; he held her hami to his 
UpB ; hia< other arm fell unconsciously round her waist ; and 
in a moment he found that he had pressed her to his breast. 
Ifis heart beat Tiolently. Miss Beanibrt rose instantaneously . 
from her chair, but her pore nature needed no disguise : sfaie 
Mked up to him, whilst ner blushing eyes were ramiag down 
team of delight; and pronounced in a tremUing voice, "Tefi 
mv dear uncle, that Mary Beaufort giories in the msaaa by 
wnich she becomes his daus^ter.** 

She moved to the door ; Thaddeus, whose ftdl tide of tvans* 
pmi dsttied him utterance, only clasped her hands again to his 
a|M and bosom ; then relinquishing them with rsluctwnpe, ha 
~ her to quit the room. 
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Thk magnificent establishment, which this piojsetsd 
offered to £bieski, seemed to heal the yet bleedii^ eonacienea 
of Sir Robert Somerset. Although he had acqmessed in the 
Count's eenerous surrender of the &mily honours^ his heait 
rsmaineo ill at ease. Every dutiful expression from this long 
iie|g;leeted son, stabbed him with unsvaaUng 'remaeae. Cob* 
aeious that this eriminal marriage with PembioiEeli mothei^ 
had deprived the son of Therese of his just inhentanoe^ ha 
eoohl never meet Sobieski's filial attentions without expenen* 
daf fMige of aeU^rsproach whieh «mbitt«(ed aU his joy. Mm 



Bmts§Ofti*» aTtfwed and returned afifectkm, at once mnored dl» 
•line' ^f this inoesBant re^Uection : mistresB of immensv 
treiuth, her hand would pat the injured Thaddeut in potees^ 
aion, not only of those pore delights dependent frione on mu^ 
UMl Sjnnpath^r of aoul, but again empower his mimificent 
•pint to exert itself in the dispcwal of an almost princely fyr^ 
tone. 

Such meditaUonB having fbUowed the now tranqnilized 
fiarofnet to- his- piMow, they brought him into the breakfhst 
parlour next day full of that calm pleasure whidi promises a 
sMMMly ootttmuation. The happy family were assembled. 
Missuorothy saluted her brother, whose brightened eye de* 
•iared he had something pleasant to communicate ; and 'he 
4Ud not iDsep her a moment in suspense. With the fint dish 
•f coffee wiiich was poured out, his grateful heart unbor* 
thened itself of its deli^htftil tidings, uat before the present 
moBth shonM expire, Miss Beaufort wouM give her hand to tha 
Count SobieskL 

Pembroke was the only hearer who did not express surprise 
at this declaration ; the transported Thaddeus nad A>wn to 
ins bed>8ide the preceding night, and with a bounding and en- 
faptured heart, had related the whote of the recent scenes. 

jDnring Sir Robert's animated speech, Mary's blushing yet 
triumphant eyes, sought a Veil in a branch of geranium whidi 
fliieheld in her trembling hand and affected to smefi. 

Miss Dorothy immediately rose from her chair: her heifi^ti* 
ened colour and glittering; eyes spoke more than her lips, when 
she pressed, first her neico, and then the Count Someski, in 
her venerable arms. 

^Heaven bless you both !" cried she, ''This marriage will * 
be the glory of my age." 

Maory turned from the embrace of her aunt to meet the warm 
eafngratulations of Pembroke. Whilst he kissed her burning - 
cheek, he whispered loud enough ibr every one else to hear ;* 
** And why may I not participate in my good aunt's triumpb ? 
Attempt' It dear Mary ! If you can persuade my father to al-^ 
low me to make myself as happy witn Lady Albma Stanhope, ' 
as you will reader Sobieski, i shall fcnr erer bless you V* 

Lady Albina coloured like scarlet Sir Robert took her 
hand with a smile of pleased surprise. *^ Do yon my lowly 
giieet 7 Do you sanction, what this bold boy has just said ?" 

Lady Albma made no answer ; but bhishing deeper than 
before, cast a side-long glance at Pembroke, as if to petition hl», 
iMtoort. He was^ at her side in an instant t then serlcmsll^' 

Tot. //. a % 



^/td o a ramly entreating hi> fi i t h w *» eoiwot »> ii» iwwii uril 
iw ladyship; (whose apjMrobation of his passion he had (w» 
tained the preceding day in the sh^ibttrd's hut;) he awaited 
the sounds which seemed faultering on Sir Robert's Ups. 

The Baronet, quite overcome by his darling Pembrelw b»r-* 
ing, like his brother, disposed of his heart so much to his owa 
honour, found himself unable to say what he wished ; aoA 
loining the hands of the two young people in tdknos^ he hur- 
ried out of the room. He ascended immediately to the Uktmqu 
where, kneeUng down, he returned deyout thanks to thai all 
graeiD\is.Being, who had crowned one so unworthy^ with btosi 
ittfln so conspicuous. • 

Thaddeus, no less than his fiither. remembered the hand 
whioh having gnided him through a thorny but short path of 
aorrow, had m the end conducted him to an Eden of bhss ; hia 
lisart did not forget, even in the midst of gaiety and sbuIm^ 
the ardent gratiti;^ which was due to the beneficent dispcnaar 
of his happmess. 

Befove the lapse of a week, it was discovered that Sir Ro- 
hert must hasten the marriage of Pembioke with Lady Alb»< 
n% or be forced by law, to yield her to the demands of har> 
father. After some search, Lord Tinemouth had learned that 
hie daughter was under the protection of Sir Robert Someraet. 
Inflamed with rase and revenge he sent to order her imme* - 
diate return, under pain of an instantaneous appeal to thft. 
courts of Judicature. 

Too well aware that her non-age made her completsly ob* 
iModQUs to this threat, Lady Albina fell into the most alarniing 
fits on the first communication of this message. Sir Robert 
wged, thl^ in her t^roumstancesf no authority could be oppos- 
ed to the EarPs, except that of a husband ; and on this con- 
sideration, she eomphed with his ai^g^uments and the i»ayere 
of her lover, directly to give that power into the hands of « 
Pembroke. 

. Aecardingly, next morning by day break, aecompanied bf 
lltiss DoEOtlor and the enraptured Mr. Someraet^ the terrifies 
Lady AUiuna oooimenoed heir journey to Scotland ; that being 
the only place where, in her situation, the manriage ^pqldb^ 
korilv solemnized. 

Whilst these ynung runaways, chaperoned by an eid mai^ 
en aunt, were pursping their fapid fiight to G^tna Qreen, Sw 
lE^obert «ent his steward to London to prepare two honsea.neer 
hii own in Grosveaor-equare, for Uie rea4'^on of his ^dm. ' 
Ppvtilg tjn^fg^ neocwwr arrMigements, a kf^ppyi ford^g^ 
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«laiM «i DNrirarsl. Tlirioe hmppy to Mary, beeaiue its 
tranquil hours imported to* her captive heart *' a sober cerf otnfgr 
^ ti(ai |0«JU^ UitV which had so often animated the visions 
w hex imagination. Morning, noon, and evening, the com- 
jmoioa of the Count Sobieski, ^e saw with added enthusiasm^ 
that the soblii^e and princeljr virtues did not reign alone in his 
Vosom. I'heiv insufferable brightness was rendered less intense, 
l^id was beautifully veiled, by the softening shades of those 

Entle amjahiliiiiMS whidi are the soothers and sweeteners of 
9r His breast seemed the residence of love ; of a love, that 
«ot only mi^ed a wanner existence through her soul, but 
4i)Sused such a light of benevolence over every beine within- 
ita influence, that all appeared happy who caught a beam of 
Ui (^e ; all enohautecC who shared the ma^ic of his smile. 
Ifnder what different effects had she seen this man ! yet how 
^nsisTcnt t At the first period of their acquaintance, she had 
laheld him like that glorious orb which her ardent fancy told 
hie he resembled, struggling with the storm, or looking with 
steady grandeur through the Gk>uds which obscured his path : 
But now, like the radiant sun of summer, amidst a splendid 
aky^ he seemed to stand, the source of lijg^ht, and love, and 

Thus did the warm &ncy, and warmer heart of Mary Beau- 
fort, paint the image of. her lover; and when Sir Robert 
received intelligence that the Gretna Green party had got to 
town, and were impatient for the arrival of the dear iiuiabi- 
tants of Deerhurst, she felt some embers of human frailty 
sparkle in her bosom, at the anticipation of witnessing thie 
homage which those who had despised the unfriended Con- 
stantino, would pay to the declared and illustrious Sobieski. 

The news of Lady Albinai's marriage, enraged the Earl of 
Tinemouth almost to madness. Well aware that his with- 
holding her ladyship^s fortune would occasion no uneasiness to 
a ;&mily of Sir Eooert Somerset's vast ppssessions, he gave 
way to still more vehement bursts of passion ; and in a & of 
iqapptent threatening, ^nbarked with all his household, to 
•jwmI the remainder of the season on his estates in Ireland. 

This abrufNt departure of the £arl caused Lady Albina 
little uneaaneas.. His unremitted cruelty, her brother's indif- 
f<^nce..and the barbed insults of Lady Soo^a Lovel, had 
imnkled too deep, to leave any filial rej^ret behind. Consider* 
i^ thoir ahtance as a suspension oTpfdn^ rather than as a 
|iniii«hmenty sh* dkl not «tam tha kiss whieh she unptinted on- 
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the tenerMt cheek of her new parent, with one tear to (hi, 
memory of her unnatural father* 

Whilst all was pnepafation, splendour, and happfaieeB^ hi 
Groerenoi^squarek Thaddeos did not foreet the ezoeUent MrSi 
Robeon. He haa seen her twice, and nad left with her the 
first payment of an annuity that would render herself and her 

Suia-oaughter mdependent for life. Neithor did he neglect 
r. Burnett It was not in his nature to allow any one who 
had served him to pass unrequited. He Tisited him one day 
in his rounds ; ana having repaid him, with a generosity thai 
astonished even the good money-lender ; he took his sword^ 
with the other relics of what were once so dear, and pressinjg 
them mournfully, yet gratefully, to his breast, rfr>entered S^ 
Robert's carriage, and was set down at his brother's hoiise» 
about an hour before dinner. 

Lady Albina Somerset's arrival in London, had been greeted 
by the immediate calls of thepeople in town, who either had 
been acquainted with the late Countess of Tinemouth, or were 
known to the Baronet's family. Among the earliest names 
whose tickets appeared at her ladyship's door, were those of 
XiOrd Berrington, Dr. Biackmore, Captain and Mrs. Montre- 
sor, and Dr. Cavendish. Lady Albina did not propose open* 
ing her gates to the gay world till Miss Beaufort and the 
Count were married, and they and she had been presented at 
Court, but havin|^ heard Pembroke speak of t^ oefore men- 
tioned persons with particular respect, (when she took the list 
of her numerous visitors out of the footmnn's hand,) she select- 
ed them as the first party which should grace her table. 

Thaddeus had flown to his kind friend Cavendish, the very 
day on which he came to town ; and telling him with a smil- 
ing countenance, that he was that Sobieski, about whose 
strange fate he had so often expressed an interest j^ the aston- 
ished and delighted doctor embraced him with an ardour, 
which spoke better than language, his admiration and esteem. 

When the Count alighted at Mr. Somerset's door, on the 
day of his call on the money-lender, he was agreeauy sur- 
jnised by finding the invited group in the saloon. Lora Ber^ 
rington, and the ever lively Maria Elgerton, now Mrs. Moun-. 
treaor, ran up to him at the same instant, and expressed Uieir 
sincere joy at not only seeing him again, but in a situation 9a 
consonant to his fame and quality. 

Thaddeus replied to their solicitations with a frankness anif ' 
mcepecuUarly his own ; and was not a little surprised, when 
ur* Blackmore, a moment afterwards recognized him to be the 



_ ^ iriiw hit >• iosMlkt dqgqgwd his <>tUBtion Trftoiit • lyait 
aga The Count had no recoUection of thit dreunstaacet litt 
tm good doctor brbt]^|^ the Yseiy hour to his remembimiiee, by 
■Mntioimig the Hummumsy and reoapitiilating the radenass 
of tha man in black, whose name he atnee had learned was 
Loftas. 

Pembroke ooidd haidlj hear the worthy der^ymaa to Mk 
«ttd» He eoDdaimed against his idle tutor's indefatjgabley 
▼illany; and turning to Sir Robert, said, "M^ dear fiii^ 
the reeent hurrying events have hitherto averted jnstiBe fiom 
■sizinff this man.^ bat I must beg, that his aonoaKion with 
any thing belenging lo us may end tomorrow. Write ta 
Irim, and ovder nim Ao resign his aitnatian at Aru»>houaa 
immediately." 

• The Baioart j)ronised ; and Sobieski, trymg to;efaaaae a 
eonversation wiush agitated his brother, addresBed Mrs. Mod-' 
Dasor on soaM- general topic Capt. Mowimsnr joined them, 
andexpressed great re^t at the loss he ahouiddioctly smm 
tvin in the absenee of his friend Captain Rooa. 

'* How 7 Where is he going V* dinwanded his wife. 

Moatresor replied, by kinsnting the ill state of Lady 
Sara Roos's health, and the neeessity which her hmhand. 
ftmidto carry har to Italy for its restoration. 

^i met him this monung,'* eontinued he, '^ quite in despaii^ 
about her." 

ThaMeus too weO divined, that this increased indispodtion 
cnrsd its rise to his return to town ; and inwardly petitioning 
fifoanreit that abaanee midaeomplote her aote, he eonld not 
anppresa the sigh wiiich her fiUal devotedness toiiim mwmtg 
ftom hispity aad his grattttauie. 

NooM pMseat, exeept the aifeetionate Mai^,:iMuA[ed thar 
twms i a nt malanabsly which passed over hie ^ouBtananee* 
Shs^ who had suspected the unhappy Lady fiara Roos^* 
attaehflMnt, loved fniaddeus, if ^ooErole, atill deiuer, £» (he 
oompaasion ha fanstowed on the victim of a passion, which i» 
as in e sim rible as destructive. 

Whni the party descended to dmner,. Miss Dorothy, wha 
aht next to Thaddeus, rallied hkn on the loss he had bostaaned' 
oTone c»f his most potent admirere. This strange attack 
Mowing so instantly the injEbrmatlon relating to usidy Sara 
Roes, sttmtnoned a rarvid colour into the iboe of tho Count; 
he looked surprised, and rather confused at the good old ladir ; 
who, smuing, related that she had been told by & miUiner tfii* 
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^'Somiidi tlw better temfdew Mary!" cried PBDri»9ktt< 
*Hcr jealoiiifranareiioirataneiid: and Kttle P lum y wtm 
■o eootemptible rivaL Beades^ Albiiia,'* aaid he, tmniiip 
nily to her Ladyahip^ ** Yoa may ccmgratiilate youiaelf <mk 
«B aame aooia. I hw that an old fiiend of mine ie ^oing to 
take her loving nater off mvhav is. Come Dr. Cavendish, yoa 
most validate my report, ror I learnt it of yon." 

The good doctor smiled, and answerad in the affinnative ; 
adding, that his ftiead at Stamtord had written to him as- 
ftewB,that the eklestson of Sir Halerand ShaAik was on tho 
noint of maniage with Mis» Daida% a iidi East Indiaii 
aeiresB, idio was visiting niy lady." 

Sobieski wished them both happy. Lord D cri ing Um pro- 
tested that his Lordship was more geBcroiis than josL 

^I TOW to heaven,** cried the yonng viscoont, ^ I never 
knew people, the aid of whose lives seemed so bent on. 
mischieC Euphenus^ pretty as she is, was better known by 
her spirit of tonnentn^;^ than by her beanty : and as for thue 
poor sqoire whom Disna has conjured into matrimony, I haTe 
Bttle doubt of his futme hoDoors." 

''Ahl" cried Mrs. Montresor, ''poor Acteon! I warrant, 
■he win allot him the punuhment he merits for stepping be- 
tween her and that delectable Endymion, Fool Laseules r' 

''Atnioe,mydearmadam?'' entreated Miss BeaiifiHrt. 

*' She does not deserve it of you," returned the laughing 
lady, pmnnng the subject, till Miss Dorothy and Sir Bobeif - 
SomMset weie both ohbged to esU very loudly i^MM charity. • 

ThaddeuS| who knew not the nature of those sensations. 
vHkich eoQstitute a rmoictng over the probaUe avsconduct of 
his eowniies, considered this part of the convenation, as by te' 
the least pleasant of the day. 

Pembroke's wish, with rMrd to Mr. Loftus. was complied 
with next morning. Dr. &ckmore having been prevailed 
upon to take charge of the young Lord Anm, and reluctantly . 
bore the mandate for his predecouor's dismission, and set out 
the samd day for the seat of his Lordship^s aunt. 

Whilst Sir Robert Somerset denounced the guilty, he was 
oarefiil neither to {dunge him into fresh temptations, nor to 
sufler his crimes to injure the innocent, bk pity to age anc| 
helplessness, he settled two hundred pounds per annum on the 
wretched man*s mother and sisters m Wales. And shortly- 
after, in consequence of Loftus confessing that all Pembroke^i 
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■Begitiona mm bat too just, Sir Robert adjudeed one him- 
^^nea ywAjp to the culprit himaelff that at least be might not 
be. seduoed to obtam by deeper yillanyi^ a subsistenoe. - Ab far 
4he liYiaf[ at Somerset which had been the price of Mr* Loftus's 
integrity, that Sir Robert determined to bestow on Dr. Black- 
more, wheneTer it should fall. 

The appointed day oeiiig arrived, in which Mary was to 
Haw herself and her earthly happiness, into the power of the 
onl^ man, whom having once beheld, she ever could have 
nsigned them to; she pronounced her vows at the altar with 
an unsteadiness of tongue, but a fixed heart : and when she 
alighted at S<»nerset'8 cottage in Epoing Forest, she received 
Iha oongcatulations of her dear frienos, with a tenderness and 
elevation of soul* which drowned her glowing and enraptured 
iaoe with tears. 

The Count Sobieski was not Itess sensible of the favoured 
fiath which Providence had spread before him. He had 
passed through hosts of evils, and he now looked forward to 
« long Sabbath of peace and gratitude. He found it at tha 
eottacB. He enjoyed its full possession, when he returned to 
town ne saw his beautiful wife at the head of fashion, not only 
adorning his house, but filling his home with all the ineffable 
comforts of dbmestic life and domestic virtues. 

One fine evening in which they were out together, she 
ordered the carriage to stop in Covent Garden ; when it drew 
up, she ezpressea a wish to walk through the church-yanL 
Thaddeus unmediately complied ; and before he had time to 
express his surprise at the strangeness of her request, she led 
him towards the grave of his revered friend Butzou, who had 
been buried there. It was no loneer the same ; a white mar- 
ble table occupied the plare of the grass and yarrow. The 
Count bent forward, and read wiui swimnung eyeSy the 
fcUoiring inscription : 

STOP TaAVBLLSB, 
TBOV TUADEST UPOIT A HBnO 

H£RE« 

masm tbb body 

OF 

LIEUT. GCNERAL BUTZOU 



Mk taW0hi>0^ » WMiMiW. 
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Ids wife b&ck to her cAiriw ; and pladt^ her m it^ e^liii^ 
h«r saddenly and fimdir to Ms breast Hit tteitf g^ttM M 
in spite of himself and nungtin^ trhli hehi^ poSrM OiflM 
assuranees of animated approbatior llnrough nttr heiut^ Hfc 
made it even ache with excess of happiness. 

Thtif nratually endeared, we leave the fiurtiljf of Sir^ltdMl 
Somerset We leaTe Thaddeiis Sobieski. bteised Ih tlMihiitilMI 
of every eartiily good. Whilst he, eaeh moMing opeili ttBl 
eye to fresh prospects of Joy, his pure and tMMy lltoaht 
derites its best feucity from gri^tude to hevfon ; and vwm 
that the r e t rospectiop of past nusfortunes, Ukb sliadb tar-H 
pietonygiviei to our present bliss greater fiHxssoaid bi%httt«MI 
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